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NEWSLETTER
Our year 2016 ended with the sad news of Gunner Ken Gillings’ untimely passing from a
snorkeling accident at Cape Vidal. In January we bade farewell to Ken at function hosted by the
Reserve Force Office and NFA in the Drill Hall at Lords Ground. Col Pat Acutt paid tribute to
Ken and was followed by Maj Craig Nel breaking the glass over a 155mm shell. A sad, but well
attended occasion.

Activities
•

We have held two lunches this year, the February lunch at our usual venue, Royal Natal
Yacht Club and the March lunch at the Push Pub in Umhloti. The latter to accommodate
the members from the North Coast. Well, after all that only one of those inhabitants
pitched! However at that lunch we presented Lt Col Gary Williams with honorary
membership of the association in recognition of his work in 1987 and 88 in supplying the
huge quantities of ammunition to our deployed units, and for supporting this branch in the
last three years.
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The newest Gunner: Lt Col Gary Williams receiving his Honarary membership certificate
and tie. In the background is Sapper Lt Col (ret) Bryan Dore of the SA Legion.
•

Armed Forces Week. Thanks to Gunner Roy Andersen six members were invited to
attend the Armed Forces Day parade and the capability demonstration after that.
Unfortunately the weather was not kind somewhat spoilt what we thought was a well
organized and presented occasion. The previous night saw some of us on the 23 rd floor
of a block of flats watching the firepower demonstration at Blue Lagoon, where despite
the weather the rocket gunners did us proud with a seven-round ripple at the end.
Unfortunately for the AA gunners a failure on the 35mm caused one of the barrels not fire
but nevertheless their firing was impressive.
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Armed Forces Day parade: G6’s on the march. The reason for the transporters is that
G6 is actually too heavy to travel on our roads, that is, the axle weight is too high. Had
this gun been designed with eight wheels it would not have been a problem.

Right of the line: 120mm M5 mortars of the Light Regiment leading the mechanized
convoy just behind the parade commander.

Faithful five: G5’s of 4 Arty Regt on parade.
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Firepower, The Last Word of Kings. 127mm Bataleur MRLs of 4 Arty Regt.

Eyes on the battlefield: Ratel Artillery Command and Control vehicles
•

Charity. Our mission to help gunners in dire straits came to fruition last week when,
through Gunner Rory Paul we made contact with a member who has recently had a leg
amputation. We delivered a walking frame to his home and will be providing him with a
wheelchair next week. Added to this we will be providing him with food parcels and
transport to Wentworth Hospital for his monthly physio and medication. He is spending
his time painting and drawing and needs decent drawing/watercolour paper and paints
etc. Anyone who can help?

•

Projects.
o The two 2.5-in RBL Armstrong guns that were being restored by Gunner Rob Scott
of the Provincial Museum Service in Pietermaritzburg have finally been completed.
We are awaiting the provincial museums to let us know when and if there will be
some unveiling function. We keep you posted.
o The restoration of the gates at the Durban memorial site will start in May this year.

Membership Database
We have, through Ken’s widow, Heather and son, Doug managed to retrieve all the Gunners
Association data from Ken’s PC. However we are quite sure that some data, especially
regarding members, has been lost. I would urge all of you please to make sure that Charmaine
Anderson has your e mail address and phone number and in particular, if you know of a
member that hasn’t been receiving news, invites, etc., please let us know.
For your info we have listed the committee’s details below.
Chairman; Clive Wilsworth.

072 444 3610

clivewilsworth@telkomsa.net

Vice Chair; Atholl Bremner.

082 567 5936`

abdodger68@gmail.com

Secretary: Charmaine Anderson. 083 955 2905

rokzn@reserveforce.co.za

QM: Jan Olivier

jan@coastlineauto.co.za

083 636 7777
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Treasurer; Richard Lovell Greene 083 252 7068

richardlg@cdi.co.za

Member: John Johnston-Webber 083 457 9842

secur@mymtnmail.co.za

Quartermaster
Jan Olivier has stock of gunners ties and other apparel so please make contact with him should
you require these.
Obituary
Many of you will have been trained by Col Johan (Pottie) Potgieter HC or been under his
command. Pottie passed away in Pretoria last week after a double stroke and will be sadly
missed by those of us who knew and respected his knowledge, drive and especially his sense of
humour.

This Year
The activities for 2017 are listed below. I ask you to please diarise
• 7 April:
Lunch at RNYC
• 23 April:
National Gunners Memorial service. Potch.
• 5 May:
Lunch at RNYC
• 3 June:
Fundraiser at Rhumbelow Theatre (Provisional)
• 7 July:
Lunch at RNYC
• 4 Aug:
Lunch at RNYC
• 1 Sep:
Annual Dinner at RNYC (Trafalgar room)
• 3 Sep:
Gunners Memorial service : Old Fort Grounds
• 6 Oct:
Lunch RNYC
• 3 Nov:
Lunch (venue TBA)
• 1 Dec:
St Barbara’s Day Lunch: RNYC.
Lunch at RNYC is now R130.00. Note that because of other functions at RNYC we seldom start
lunch before 13:15.

Shot!
Clive
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