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SITRAP
MRS AFRICA INTERNATIONAL SA KLIPDRIFT CHARITY
DRIVE: 05 FEBRUARY 2017
(by Capt Tumi Chabalala)

In celebration of her birthday,
the
reigning
Mrs
Africa
International SA 2017, Mrs
Jennifer Kalanko, hosted a
charity event for the community
members of Klipdift on Sunday
05 February 2017. The event was
held at the Fikadibeng Primary
School in the form of a flee
market where clothes were
packed into age groups. Mrs
Jennifer Kalanko addressed the
community
whereby
she
highlighted why it is important for
her to share the little that she has
with others. Mrs Kalanko also urged members of the Klipdrift Community to do their best in all they do
because it is not where they come from but what they can do for their future that counts. Gnr Letwaba
opened the event with scripture reading and prayer where after community members chose clothes and shoes
for themselves and their children. Music was playing in the background and people were dancing happily.
During the event the members enjoyed boerewors-rolls and juice and later in the day, Mrs Kalanko shared her
birthday cake with the Klipdrift community members. The event was planned in coordination with the School
of Artillery, Tlokwe Municipality and the Promosa Gentlemen Society. The School of Artillery planning team
consisted out of Lt Col Busakwe (Project Officer), Lt Col Misapitso, Capt Matjane, Capt Mamba, Capt Chabalala
and SWO Molebatsi.
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SCHOOL OF ARTILLERY NPF BIDS FAREWELL TO THE
CHAIRPERSON: 03 FEBRUARY 2017
(by Capt Lebo Mamba)

The School of Artillery NPF Controlling Authority (CA), Colonel Schoonwinkel and the committee
held a farewell function for the outgoing NPF Chairperson, Lieutenant Colonel Croft, at Kumkani
Lodge on the 03 February 2017. Captain Matjane was the programme director for the event. The CA
presented Lt Col Croft with a gift from the School of Artillery NPF and expressed his gratitude
towards Lt Col Croft for his selfless commitment in his service to the unit NPF. Lt Col Croft thanked
the CA for the gift and the committee enjoyed lunch.
Maj Elton Joshua, Acting Chief Instructor Regimental Training Wing was appointed as the new
Chairperson.
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MEN OF THE MENDI BOOK LAUNCH: 17 FEBRUARY
2017
(by Capt Tumi Chabalala)

On 17 February 2017, the Officers and Warrant Officers of School of Artillery attended a book launch
of the men of the Mendi at the NWU Pukke main campus. The members were seated at the Alumni
hall at NWU Pukke at 12:00. The programme director welcomed them members and introduced the
department head who gave the overview of his department and welcomed the members and the
writer.
Mrs Brenda Shepherd gave a detailed presentation which gave an overview of what the book entails.
The book narrates a story where more than 600 soldiers died when the SS Mendi ship that sank 100
years ago. The book makes use of various historical transcripts. In her book she gives a full way path
how the men were recruited and enlisted until they boarded the SS Mendi. After the presentation
the members purchased the books from the writer and later enjoyed a light snack and refreshments.

The sinking of the SS Mendi is a tragedy that will not be forgotten in the history of the South African
National Defence Force.
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SS MENDI MEMORIAL SERVICE: 25 FEBRUARY 2017
(by Capt Tumi Chabalala)

On Saturday, 25 February 2017, 26 members from the School of Artillery accompanied the Officer
Commanding to attend the SS Mendi memorial service that was held at the Avalon Cemetery in Soweto. The
bus left for Soweto at 11:00 and arrived at 13:00.
The memorial service started at 13:45 and was hosted by the Office of the Speaker of the City of
Johannesburg. The highlight of the parade was the wreath laying ceremony by different internal and external
stakeholders and by the decendents of the men who died in the sinking of the SS Mendi. The parade was
concluded by 14:00 and the School of Artillery members boarded the bus and returned to Potchefstroom.
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LOVE & SORROW
Birthdays
We want to congratulate the following members with the celebration of their birthdays. We hope
that you will have a wonderful day and year
Gnr Z. Khan - 01 Mar
Gnr M.T. Tsiolo - 02 Mar
Mrs S.C. Maroganye - 03 Mar
Gnr I.C. Theart - 04 Mar
Gnr N.P. Letoaba - 05 Mar
Gnr S.M. de Villiers - 06 Mar
Gnr T.G. Jantjie - 10 Mar
Maj E. Joshua - 17 Mar
SSgt K.O. Moatshe - 17 Mar
Gnr P.B. Mahamba - 17 Mar

Col D.B.J Schoonwinkel - 18 Mar
Mr R.G Setibisho - 18 Mar
Mr R.S Wesinyana - 18 Mar
Sgt M.E. Lukwe - 19 Mar
Gnr K. Nyathi - 22 Mar
Gnr K.J. Mainole - 23 Mar
SSgt A.M. Jakalase -24 Mar
WO2 J.A. Styger - 28 Mar

School of Artillery Prayer Chain
The following members are on the School of Artillery prayer chain and we call on all our friends and
colleagues to think of the following members in your prayers.
 Unit Members on Course
CO Madonsela - Young Officers.
CO Afrika – Young Officers.
L Bdr Mampangashe – GV5 Crew Cmdr
L Bdr Muller – GV5 Crew Cmdr
Gnr Matlala – Officers Formative
 Sorrow
Mrs Vana lost her son. The unit offered the Vana family their profound condolences and wished
them well.
 Unit Members on sick leave
S Sgt Gasemene.
Mr Mqokolo – TIL
Mrs Mqokolo – sick leave
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OFF CAPS
The good old days!
I remember an old “omie” when I was a little boy.He must have been 70+ and sat in a
wheelchair. (We stayed with friends, because my mother was very sick and this “oom” was the
neighbour of the friends we stayed with.) For some reason we went, quite a few times, over to
him and his wife and then he told us stories of yesteryear while we combed his hair. He loved
it. While telling his story he sometimes started to cry. That was funny then, but now, as I grow
older, I start to realise why he cried.
There were so many stories, because he was so much older than us. (By the way I now also
understand why it takes some time for older people to remember things …. There is just só much
more to remember than for the young ones.) But his stories was not only stories, it was about his life.
It was stories about times when he could still walk… and run…! His stories took him back to times that
will never be again. Maybe his mother or beloved son was still alive when this incident happened … I
can’t remember the stories, but I now have more sympathy with the old man, because I also
sometimes experience nostalgia about my own yesteryear and then I also want to cry….
I think when you tell your story, you can, also, be more objective in evaluating your life. Maybe you
didn’t thought so then, but now, in reliving that part of your life you can see how blessed you were in
spite of even bad things that happened
Maybe that is what happened to David when he wrote Psalm 37. Verse 25 “I am old now; I have lived
a long time, but I have never seen good people abandoned by the LORD or their children begging for
food.”
To live long enough to realise v1 “Don't be worried, don't be jealous… v3 Trust in the LORD and do
good; live in the land and be safe. v4 Seek your happiness in the LORD, v5 …he will help you; 6 …he
will make your righteousness shine, 7 Be patient and wait for the LORD to act, 8 …worry or anger; it
only leads to trouble. 23 The LORD guides us in the way we should go and protects those who please
him. 24 If they fall, they will not stay down, because the LORD will help them up…”
Maybe telling my story helps me to remember how many times I fell and how God helped me up v 24.
And maybe I will then also cry about the goodness and grace that followed me all my life.
Maybe in telling my story the main thing that will strike me will be the fact that v 25 is true: In all my
life, and I’m old now, God always provided in all my needs. He was there all the time, He brought me
through it, He always provided in all my needs, my children were always cared for: “I am old now; I
have lived a long time, but I have never seen good people abandoned by the LORD or their children
begging for salvation in vain.”
May the stories you tell your grandchildren always remind you of the fact that God was with you
TODAY to care and protect, provide and comfort you and your beloved ones in all your needs! May
you have miracle stories to tell!
Be blessed
Cpln Jordaan
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SHRAPNEL
Important dates

GRAPGAT
A couple from Minneapolis decided to go to Florida to thaw out during a particularly icy winter. They
planned to stay at the very same hotel where they spent their honeymoon 20 years earlier. Because of
hectic schedules, it was difficult to coordinate their travel reservations. So, the husband left Minnesota and
flew to Florida on Thursday, and his wife flew down the following day. The husband checked into the hotel.
There was a computer in his room, so he decided to send an e-mail to his wife. However, he accidentally left
out one letter in her email address and without realizing his error, he sent the e-mail.
Meanwhile... somewhere in Houston, a woman had just returned home from her husband's funeral. He was
a minister for many years and had been "called home to glory" following a sudden heart attack. The widow
decided to check her e-mail, expecting messages from relatives and friends. After reading the first message,
she fainted. The widow's son rushed into the room, found his mother on the floor, and saw the computer
screen which read:
To: My Loving Wife
Subject: I've arrived
Date: 3 January 2005
I know you're surprised to hear from me. They have computers here now and you are allowed to send emails to your loved ones. I've just arrived and been checked in. I see that everything has been prepared for
your arrival tomorrow. Looking forward to seeing you then! Hope your journey is as uneventful as mine
was.
P.S. Sure is hot down here!
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