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WE WILL REMEMBER YOU

Gnr (Small Dog) Katleho Rantjanyana
It was with great sadness, that we
learnt of the untimely death, of Gnr
(Small Dog) Katleho Andrew
Rantjanyana, a member of
Regiment Oos Transvaal. (ROT)
Gnr Rantjanyana, who lost his life in
an accident, along with a member
from 1 SSB while travelling in a
water bunker in Pongola, Northern
Kwa – Zulu Natal, on 19 March
2017.
Gnr Katleho Rantjanyana, was
part of the Air Defence Artillery
(ADA) Reserve Force contingent
whose members, are deployed with
10 Anti- Aircraft Regiment, (Ops
Corona) in the protection of our
internal boarders. Prior to his
deployment, Gnr Rantjanyana, was
a hard working, enthusiastic and
popular, member of the LWT at
Apex Military Base.

The death of young, Gnr Katleho
Rantjanyana, is the first recorded
causality, under operational duty, of
a member from Regiment Oos
Transvaal in it’s 53 history.
A memorial service was conducted
at Apex Military Base, with his
family, friends and collogues in
attendance on 23 March 2017. Gnr
Rantjanyana, was buried with
Military Honours, on 1 st April in
Vanderbijlpark close to his family
home in Sebokeng, Gauteng.
Gnr Rantjanyana’s name was
added to, The Gunners Roll of
Honour and his name been
engraved on the Wall of
Remembrance, at the Gunners
Memorial, in Potchefstroom by the
Gunners Association South Africa.

Gnr (Small Dog) K.A. Rantjanyana
(9/12/1985 - 19/03/2017)

Gunners Memorial , Potchefstroom

Members of Gnr Rantjanyana’s family ,paying their respects, to
our fallen Gunner

Gnr Rantjanyana’s name engraved on
the Wall of Remembrance,
Gunners Memorial, Potchefstroom

A Time to Come and a Time To Go
An ADA LEGEND - COLONEL JAQUES BAIRD psc(j)

It’s official, Colonel Jaques Baird, has been transferred to Defence Acquisition Division, Army HQ. The former Chief of Staff
Air Defence Artillery, who will be sorely missed, has been replaced, by the very able and respected, Colonel Patrick Mokgosi.
Colonel Baird, who served as Chief Of Staff ( CoS) Air Defence Artillery, for seven years, is an ADA ( Air Defence Artillery) legend, not by
his own admission, but as described by the many Officers, Warrant Officers, NCO’s and Gunners in the ADA Corps who had the
privilege to serve under his command, not only at the Air Defence Artillery Formation, but also during, Colonel Baird’s tenure at the ADA
School, 10 Anti Aircraft Regiment , the Combat Training Centre and at GBADS Projects. A tribute to the Colonel’s leadership, is the
respect, that is afforded Colonel Baird, when senior Officers and Warrant Officers, reminisce, about the time when as young CO’s or
Bombardiers, the Colonel was there, giving sound army advice and training, will still stands them in good stead today. Colonel Baird was
also a respected ADA, Combat Commander, who served with 61 Mechanized Brigade, (Foxtrot Bty) in the 80’s.
Colonel Baird, has been, and remains, a great friend and supporter of the ADA Reserves, and in particular to Apex Military Base, home of
Regiment Oos Transvaal and 6 Light Anti Aircraft Regiment. Here too, has the Colonel’s guiding principals and leadership, being
apparent, in ensuring that the ADA Reserves maintain their high standard and commitment. We take this opportunity to wish Colonel
Baird all the very best in his new position, and thank him, for the support and leadership he has afforded us.
“I have had a fantastic journey in the ADA and consider myself extremely
fortunate to have made so many friends along the way. Furthermore, I’m
incredibly proud of what we have achieved together over the 29 years. Whilst
this may mean that I will no longer be engaged directly in the ADA world and
more than likely will not be coming your way soon, I would like to thank you for
your support, integrity and most importantly, your friendship throughout my
serving period. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you need advice or
simply want to pick my brain. My happy memories run long and deep and I
thank you for all the good wishes. Once a Gunner, Always a Gunner! The
SAADA Corps is a small community so with luck we will meet around the
Tiddlers. I request that you support the incoming CoS as you supported me to
set him up for success. Wishing the Corps continued success.” Col. H.J. Baird

Colonel H.J. Baird

To a worthy Gunner, we salute you.

ESPRIT de CORPS
EVENING
The first Esprit de Corps evening of the year, was recently held
at Apex Military Base. With the encouragement of the Officer
Commanding, Regiment Oos Transvaal, Lt Col. Martin Ntsieng
who values the unit’s traditions and with the support of the
Office Commanding 6 Light Anti Aircraft Regiment, Lt. Col Dion
Bornman, a great evening of tradition, laughter and
camaraderie was had by all who attended. We were honored
to have the recently retired, former Sergeant Major of the
Army SCWO (Ret) Charles Laubsher, and the former ADA
Formation Sergeant Major, CWO (Ret) Dougige Lennie and the
current ADA FSM CWO P. Olivier attend the function. Other
invited guests included, Lt.. Col Hand, Lt Valentine and WO 2
Bosman from 6 Med. MWO Errol Brits (ADA Reserve Force
Sergeant Major) and MWO Johan Claassen (RSM 44 Anti
Aircraft Regiment),Maj. (Ret) Dirk Horstmanshof, Maj (Ret) Lou
Roussouw, Maj. (Ret) Johan Herselman, and our ex PSAP now
retired, “Tannie” Joey were in attendance. We were also
blessed to have a delegation from the Church of IAG Home of
Judah based in Tsakane, attend the evening, as did Rob Beech,
the Wee Bill from the East Rand District of the MOTH .

Lt Col D . Bornman, SCWO ( Ret) C. Laubsher, Lt. Col N. Ntsieng

Lt . Col D . Bornman, CWO ( Ret) D, Lennie Lt. Col N. Ntsieng

ADA Reserves “ Gold
Cup” Team
Due to members being deployed and other
challenges, it was decided this year to enter a
combined, ADA Reserve Force Team in the
annual, SA Army Combat Rifle Shooting
competition. (Gold Cup). The high standard of
shooting by the various competitors and units,
served as an inspiration, for our members to
improve, their skills in order to perform better
next year. The team ended on 16th Position
out of 37 teams participating.

The
Afghanistan
Experience

B /R : Gnr M.J. Peu 6 LAA, Maj. Du Preez RVR, (Team Manager) , Gnr A.T. Sogcwayi, Sgt. K.J. Fenton,
Sgt J.R. Zwane ROT, Bdr Botes CGA. Front Row : Gnr T.J Motsei 44 ADA , AQ Botes, M.L. Lubambo CGA

The East Rand Branch of the Gunners Association,
were honoured to have a guest speaker, Ms.
Tsigoida, at their recent meeting who shared her
experiences of working for an AID organization in
war torn Afghanistan.

Helping Feed The Children
In an ongoing project initiated by, Lt. Col N.M. Ntsieng, OC, Regiment Oos Transvaal,
Apex Military Base continues to deliver vegetables, home grown, (on Apex Military
Base) to children who are reliant on the school feeding scheme. The Vuyani Primary
School, in Tsakane, with over 1100 pupils to feed, continues to receive our support,
as part of our responsibility, to the local community that we serve.

Mary Tsigoida ( Guest Speaker) and members of the
East Rand Branch of the Gunners Association

COMMUNITY CHURCH
SERVICE

Mrs. N.F. Jama ( Principal ) and Kitchen Staff and of Vuyani Primary School, Tsakane Brakpan

At the request of a local church IAG Home of Judah, based in
Tsakane, members of AMB were requested to give a talk to the
youth of the church, on the positive aspects of being a member of
the SANDF. The members from AMB, under the command of Lt.
Phahlamohlaka, Bty Cmdr, were thanked for their inspiration and
for setting a fine example.
Pictured below; CO T.J. Sgudla with some of the youngsters of the church.

SOUTH AFRICAN LEGION
BRAKPAN BRANCH BREAKFAST
The S A Legion, Brakpan Branch, once again hosted their annual
breakfast at Apex Military Base. The SA Legion is a veterans
organization, serving the needs of ex-service personnel and their
dependents in the way of housing, pensions, employment and
general welfare. It is non-sectarian and apolitical. The SA Legion is
dedicated to fostering that spirit of self-sacrifice, comradeship and
co-operation that inspired
members of the armed
forces to work together in
the common interest of
their country and to
perpetuate the memory of
those that fell and were left
behind to lie in foreign
fields.

THE OTHER GUN SIGHT

Ubique
There is a word you often see, pronounce it as you may 'You bike,' 'you bikwe,' 'ubbikwe' - alludin' to R.A.
It serves 'Orse, Field, an' Garrison as motto for a crest,
An' when you've found out all it means I'll tell you 'alf the rest.
Ubique means the long-range Krupp be'ind the low-range 'ill Ubique means you'll pick it up an', while you do stand, still.
Ubique means you've caught the flash an' timed it by the sound.
Ubique means five gunners' 'ash before you've loosed a round.

The Military Wife
The good Lord was creating a model for military wives and was
into his sixth day of overtime when an angel appeared. She said,
"Lord, you seem to be having a lot of trouble with this one. What's
wrong with the standard model?"
The lord replied, "Have you seen the specs on this order? She has
to be completely independent, possess the qualities of both father
and mother, be a perfect hostess to four or 40 with an hour's
notice, run on black coffee, handle every emergency imaginable
without a manual, be able to carry on cheerfully even if she is
pregnant and has the flu, and be willing to move to a new location
10 times in 17 years. And, oh, yes, she must have six pairs of hands."
The angel shook her head. "Six pairs of hands." The Lord
continued, "Don't worry, we will make other military wives to help
her. And we will give her an unusually strong heart so it can swell
with pride in her husband's achievements, sustain the pain of
separations, beat soundly when it is overworked and tired, and be
large enough to say 'I understand' when she doesn't and say 'I love
you' regardless."
"Lord," said the angel, touching his arm gently, "go to bed and get
some rest. You can finish this tomorrow."
"I can't stop now," said the Lord. "I am so close to creating
something unique. Already this model heals herself when she is
sick, can put up six unexpected guests for the weekend, wave
goodbye to her husband from a pier, a runway, or a depot, and
understand why it's important that he leave."
The angel circled the model of the military wife, looked at it closely
and sighed. "It looks fine, but it's too soft."
"She might look soft," replied the Lord, "but she has the strength
of a lion. You would not believe what she can endure."
Finally, the angel bent over and ran her finger across the cheek of
the Lord's creation. "There's a leak," she announced. "Something
is wrong with the construction, I am not surprised that it has
cracked. You are trying to put too much on this model."
The Lord appeared offended at the angel's lack of confidence,
"What you see is not a leak." he said, "It's a tear."
"A tear? What is it there for?" asked the angel. The Lord replied,
"It's for joy, sadness, pain, disappointment, loneliness, pride and a
dedication to all the values that she and her husband hold dear."
"You are a genius!" exclaimed the angel. The Lord looked puzzled
and replied, "I didn't put it there."

Editor: Sgt Kevin Fenton e mail: fenmark @ mweb.co.za

Ubique means Blue Fuse1, an' make the 'ole to sink the trail.
1extreme range
Ubique means stand up an' take the Mauser's 'alf-mile 'ail.
Ubique means the crazy team not God nor man can 'old.
Ubique means that 'orse's scream which turns your innards cold.
Ubique means 'Bank, 'Olborn, Bank - a penny all the way The soothin' jingle-bump-an'-clank from day to peaceful day.
Ubique means 'They've caught De Wet, an' now we sha'n't be long.'
Ubique means 'I much regret, the beggar's going strong!'
Ubique means the tearin' drift where, breech-blocks jammed with
mud,
The khaki muzzles duck an' lift across the khaki flood.
Ubique means the dancing plain that changes rocks to Boers.
Ubique means the mirage again an' shellin' all outdoors.
Ubique means 'Entrain at once for Grootdefeatfontein'!
Ubique means 'Off-load your guns' - at midnight in the rain!
Ubique means 'More mounted men. Return all guns to store.'
Ubique means the R.A.M.R. Infantillery Corps!
Ubique means the warnin' grunt the perished linesman knows,
When o'er 'is strung an' sufferin' front the shrapnel sprays 'is foes,
An' as their firin' dies away the 'usky whisper runs
From lips that 'aven't drunk all day: 'The Guns! Thank Gawd, the
Guns!'
Extreme, depressed, point-blank or short, end-first or any'ow,
From Colesberg Kop to Quagga's Poort - from Ninety-Nine till now By what I've 'eard the others tell an' I in spots 'ave seen,
There's nothin' this side 'Eaven or 'Ell Ubique doesn't mean!
Rudyard Kipling (South African War)
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