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School of Artillery Newsletter 

 

SITREP 
VARSITY CUP SUPPORT: 01 APRIL 2018 
(By WO1 du Preez & WO2 Tema) 

 

The school of artillery members once again supported the 

last Varsity cup game that played in Potchefstroom at 

Fanie du Toit Sportsgrounds on 01 April 2018. The game 

started 14:00 and as it has become the norm, the School 

of Artillery members conducted the pre-game activities at 

the sports ground. WO2 Tema and his team hoisted the 

flags; a team of MSDS 2017 members opened the national 

flag on the sportsgrounds and saluted the 

national flag as the national anthem played. WO1 du Preez 

and Ms Elmarie de Beer, NWU Executive Director Finance 

and Facilities drove in the gecko across the sports field to 

the G1 Gun under the cover of a red smoke screen. SSgt 

Kaleng and his team were ready at the G1 Gun and Ms de 

Beer firing a blank which symbolised the beginning of the 

rugby match. 
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UNITLINES INSPECTION: 13 APRIL 2018 
(by Capt Tumi Chabalala) 
 

 
The School of Artillery is ruining as the best unit in the SA Army. In light of maintaining this title, the 
unit members work hand in hand to maintain the neatness of the unit. The Supp Wing troops work 
tirelessly in the maintenance of the grass and cutting trees in the unit while the unit section take care 
of the maintenance of their areas of responsibilities. 
 
On 13 April 2018, the Officer Commanding School of Artillery Colonel D.B.J. Schoonwinkel took them 
section heads for one of his monthly inspection around the unit.  During inspection, Colonel 
Schoonwinkel emphasised on the focus areas for the next inspection. The next inspection will be held 
on 25 May 2018. 
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THANK YOU FUNCTION: 13 APRIL 2018 
(Capt B.C. Chabalala) 

 
After the successful support provided by the School of Artillery team to the varsity Cup 2018; 
the Officer Commanding School of Artillery Colonel Schoonwinkel held a thank you function; 
for all the members that took part in supporting the events especially the members that  
worked on the 01 April 2018 since it was a public holiday. 
 

The function started at 14:00 at the rhino bar. The OC, Colonel Schoonwinkel addressed the 
members. The OC thanked the members for their dedication and support during the Varsity 
Cup.  
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SO1 TRG SCHOOL OF ARTY ATTENDS DEFENCE CONFERENCE IN 
MALAYSIA: 14 -20 APRIL 2018 
(by Capt Tumi Chabalala) 

 
Lt Col M.J. Tshabalala, SO1 Training and Evaluation of the School of Artillery formed part of the SADNF 
delegation that attended the 16th Defence Services Asia Exhibition and Conference in Kuala Lumpur in 
Malaysia. The conference was held over the period of 14 – 20 April 2018. The delegation consisted out 
of Chief Logistics; Maj Gen Mbuli represented Chief SANDF at the conference. Maj Gen Mbuli was 
accompanied by his PA, Maj Masiti, Director Procurement Services Brigadier General Mongo.  Lt  Col 
Tshabalala attended the conference in his capacity as the SO1 Training and Evaluation of the School of 
Artillery and an expert in his field to benchmark and conduct feasibility on the latest technology that 
be used to enhance the Artillery Corps in the future.  
 
The conference took place on the 16 to 19 April 2018 whereby issues which were discussed included 
foreign exchange information and learning opportunities. The exhibition took place from the 19 to 20 
April 2018 whereby over 1 500 leading companies from over 62 countries attended to showcase the 
expertise in hardware, software and other services that their companies specialise in. After the 
exhibitions, the Defence Attaché to Malaysia, Colonel L. Malotana took the delegates took to a 
rotating restaurant in Kuala Lumpur for lunch before they departed back to South Africa. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Left to Right: Brig Gen Mongo, Lt Gen Mbuli, Colonel 
Malotana, Lt Col Tshabalala. 

Top: Lt Col Tshabalala viewing the 105mm 
Launcher Management System. 

From right to left: Lt Gen Mbuli, C Malaysia Defence Force, 
Col L. Malotana and Brig Gen Mongo. 

Delegates at the exhibition site. 
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NATIONAL GUNNERS’ MEMORIAL SERVICE: 22 APRIL 2018 
(by Capt Tumi Chabalala) 
 

The School of Artillery members partook in the annual National Gunners Memorial Service that was 
held on 22 April 2018, at the memorial site at Kanonierspark. The memorial is held to commemorate 
all the fallen gunners who have lost their lives in service during a war or an exercise. This memorial 
service commemorates the loss of lives since the battle of Somme in 1916. 
 

The event started in the morning at 08:00 where the members gathered at the tents that were 
erected outside the memorial to enjoy tea and coffee. The morning tea gave the members an 
opportunity to meet up, talk (mingle) to each other before the parade and also gave them time to 
prepare and hand in their wreaths to the ushers. 

 

At 10:55 the gates of the memorial site were closed and members attending the parade were seated 
quietly. At 11:00 the Guard of Honour marched in, sentries and flagmen took post. Cpln Smit 
conducted the service. After the service the President of the SA Gunners Association, Lt Gen (Ret) 
Phillip du Preez, addressed the parade. During his address, Lt Gen (Ret) Phillips and Lt Gen Mbuli, the 
new general of the gunners unveiled the plate one of the 13 pounder gun. The gun is one of the guns 
that were shot during the battle of Sandfontein on the 23rd September 1914. 
 
After the address the parade came to attend for the homage, when the sentries presented arms in 
salute that was followed by the firing of the two minutes of silence. The First Salvo was fired at the 
beginning and at the end of the two minutes.  

 
At the end of the homage the wreath-laying ceremony started. Representatives from different 
organisations laid wreath. After the wreath laying ceremony the parade was concluded with a national 
salute and the playing of the National Anthem. The Dignitaries left the memorial site and the rest of 
the members left afterwards. The invited guests were invited to join the Dignitary at one of the tents 
that were erected outside the memorial site. 
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RECOGNITION PARADE: 26 APRIL 2018 
 (Capt B. C. Chabalala) 

 
It has been a monthly norm in the School of Artillery to recognise and celebrate the monthly 
achievers in the unit. The Officer Commanding of the School of Artillery, Colonel D.B.J. 
Schoonwinkel believes in the members of his staff and continually recognise their hard 
working and dedication to making the School of Artillery the success that it is today. Success is 
indeed a building block on a daily hard work and contributions. 

This month, Colonel Schoonwinkel invited the Officer Commanding 4 Artillery Regiment 
Lieutenant Colonel M.E. Matimbe whom was crowned a friend of the School of Artillery. Lt Col 
Matimbe has offered her support continuous and tirelessly to the School of Artillery. On many 
occasion her support has made it possible for the unit to achieve its goals and set objectively 
with has ensured that the School of Artillery produces fully qualified and competent Artillery 
soldiers. 
 
 After the parade, the School of Artillery members enjoyed big tea in the club area. 
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N12 ROAD MAINTENANCE: 24 APRIL 2018 
 (Capt B.C. Chabalala) 
 

As part of the community outreach programme, the School of Artillery partnered with 
Potchefstroom Municipality in keeping the Potchefstroom town clean.  As part of this initiative; the 
School of artillery maintains the N12 by picking up papers along the road on a monthly basis. 
 
The MSDS 2017 intake chicken paraded along N12 road in the Potchefstroom town on 24 April 2018. 
They started from the robot on the Potch entrance from Johannesburg/ Vereeniging to the robot at 
Willows garden hotel. The group was supervised by Bdr L. Sout during the project.  
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School of Artillery Prayer Chain 
 

The following members are on the School of Artillery prayer chain and we call on all our friends and    colleagues to think of 
the following members in your prayers.  
 

• Unit Members on Course 
 
 Capt Kgampe – BPO 
 

 Capt Matlhoi – BPO 
  

 S Sgt Mafora – NCO Ops Duties 
 

 Bdr Naude - NCO Formative 
 

 Bdr Hendricks – NCO Formative 
 

 Bdr Nthite – Calmis Course 
 

• Detach Duty 
 

 Lt Col Johnson – 4 Aty Regt 
  

 Capt Sieglaar – SA Army Arty Fmn HQ 
 

 Capt Mohale – PSJ 
 

 Capt Khojane – PSJ 
 

  Lt Banda – MPI 
 

 S Sgt Boesak – 4 Arty Regt  
 

 Sgt Khoza – Army Gym  
  

 Bdr Rambofheni – SA Army Arty HQ 

LOVE & SORROW 

Birthdays 
 
We would like to congratulate the following members with the celebration of their birthdays. We hope that you will have a wonderful 
day and year. 

 
Bdr K.C. Makhafola - 01 May  
Bdr M.L. Montshosi - 02 May 
Bdr E.K. Maswanganye - 05 May 
Cpl M.W. Matlakala - 06 May 
Bdr O.D. Sesing - 07 May 
WO1 D.G. du Preez - 09 May 
L Bdr K.V. Sout - 09 May 
Bdr K.J. Plaatjie - 09 May 
Gnr M.P. Mphaki- 09 May 
Gnr W.M. Modise - 12 May 
L/Bdr A.C. Abrahams - 16 Mar 
Gnr T.G. Letanta - 16 May 
Mr J.R.M Manzana - 17 May 
 

Sgt M.J. Mkhatshwa - 18 May 
L Bdr D.P. Mojaki - 18 May 
Gnr S.M. Mafa - 19 May 
WO2 C. Gordon - 20 May 
Pte K.S. Tladi - 20 May 
Sgt J.M. Motswenyane - 21 May 
Gnr M.N. Titus - 22 May 
Mr R.E Motlokoa - 26 May 
Gnr M. Mathoho - 27 May 
Gnr A. Smit - 29 May 
Gnr S. Govender - 30 May 
Gnr C. Bence - 30 May 
Maj F.J. Van Niekerk - 31 May 
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 L/Bdr Montle – SA Army Arty HQ 
 

• Maternity leave 
 

S Sgt Theart  
 

 OFF CAPS  
 
 

We receive so many beautiful messages by Wattsapp that we do not really give attention to some of 

them anymore. And some of these messages threaten us from almost the first few words about 

what will happen if we do not pass these messages on. (I delete those immediately)  We also get the 

gems. The messages that really touch us.  I received this message as a video clip and took the time to 

write the given message down. First so that I may read it until I understood, but I thought it 

important enough to share it with you. I really hope this message will touch your heart with the love 

of God. I believe there is enough need for love and security in our daily lives. Let us, at least, be sure 

of our future in Christ... and of His love! 

The words come from a man with the name Brennan Manning. 

After many years of studying, thinking about and preaching the Word of God I am now utterly 

convinced that on judgement day Jesus would only ask us one question: Did you believed that I love 

you?  That I desired you and waited for you day after day. That I longed to hear the sound of your 

voice? 

“Real believers” will say: I believed in your love and I tried to shape my life as a respond to it, but 

many of us who are so faithful in our ministry, our practice, church going, are going to answer: Well 

frankly, no Sir I never really believed it. And there is a difference between the “real believers” and the 

“nominal Christians” that abound in our church across the land. No one can measure like a believer, 

the depth and intensity of God’s love, but then again, no one can measure like a believer the 

effectiveness of our gloom, our pessimism, our low self-esteem, our self hatred and despair that block 

God’s way to us. Do you see now, why it’s so important to lay hold of this basic truth of our faith? 

Because you’re only going to be as big as your own concept of God. We make God in our own image 

and He winds up being as fussy and rude and narrow-minded, judgemental and legalistic and 

unloving and unforgiving as we are. I’ve been in many churches and honest, the God of so many 

Christians I meet is too small for me. Because He is not the God of the Word. He is not the God Who is 

revealed in and by Jesus Christ, Who, at this moment, comes to your seat and says: I have a Word for 

you. I know your whole life story. I know every skeleton in your closet. I know every moment of sin 

and shame, dishonesty and degraded love that’s darkened your past. Right now I know your shallow 

faith, your feeble prayer life, your inconsistent discipleship and My Word to you is this: I dare you to 

trust that I love you..... Just as you are.... not as you should be because none of us are as we should 

be. Amen 
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Go now and enjoy your peace with this Lord and God that loves you..... just as you are! 

Cpln Jordaan 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

SHRAPNEL 
 

 

GRAPGAT  


