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Light Horse Regiment (LHR) celebrated the Nelson Mandela centenary with its 

neighbouring Regiment Transvaal Horse Artillery (THA) at the M.C Weiler Primary 

School in the Alexandra Township. Despite the differences in corps, the two 

Regiments which share the same building recognise the greater aim and meaning of 

honouring the late former South African president Tata Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela 

by giving back to the community. The two Regiments set foot in high spirits at the 

M.C Weiler Primary School in Alexandra Township, Johannesburg on 18 July 2018. 

The school was identified and targeted as it is the closest from Light Horse Regiment 

and it occurred that one of the classroom walls was dirty and needed to be repainted 

as was identified with the assistance of the school’s principal, Miss Ramothata. On 

the day, the members also worked on the school vegetable garden were they 

assisted with the maintenance and planting of seeds and all the produce that will be 

used to provide food to the learners of M.C Weiler. 

The day commenced with an opening address by 2Lt G.N Mndebele, 

Communication Officer LHR. He reiterated the famous words of Tata Madiba: 

“Education is the most powerful weapon that we can use to change the world 

elaborated by adding that education is the process of learning and for learning to be 

effective it is required that it is done in an environment that is conducive and clean. 

He further mentioned that Tata Madiba had a soft spot for children as he believed 

that they are the future of the nation. Mr Mothlake, Deputy Principal M.C Weiler, 

welcomed the uniformed members of LHR and THA and extended his appreciation 

of having uniformed members joining them for Mandela Day. The day proceeded by 

members getting their hands dirty in painting the classroom while other members 

were working in the garden and still others proceeded with chicken parade around 

the school yard. 

A good leader is one who leads by example and Tata Madiba was such a leader who 

led by example by always being at the forefront and taking the punch if needs be. 

The Officers Commanding of LHR Lt Col. Nkoana and the acting OC of THA, 2Lt 

Kgori led by example on this day, as Lt Col. Nkoana proceeded with the painting of 

the classroom and 2Lt Kgori and Major Munyai, 2IC LHR, proceeded with ploughing 

in the garden. Lt Col. Nkoana shared his sentiments of Mandela Day by mentioning 

that “Mandela Day is about giving back to the community and to the unit and charity 

begins at home”; the OC mentioned all this while his brush full of paint was against 

the wall.  



The deputy principal while observing members at work mentioned that “Mandela day 

is about valuing the human being as an important creature who deserves 67 minutes 

of our first black President Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela to be helped and feel as a 

wonderful creature.” 

Ms Makgamatha, class teacher could not hold back her sincerest appreciation when 

she saw all the change done by members to her classroom, she said “I am happy 

with the work done because my classroom was dirty, and Mandela Day is a special 

day because people benefit from this day.” 

The general assessment worker of the school Mr Maanda Maganya, who handles 

the school garden also expressed his appreciation by saying that “I am happy with 

the work done by SANDF members of LHR and THA, I am happy that you came to 

plough in the garden as this food is going to feed the children. So what you did today 

will go a long way and will not be forgotten. You have helped by reducing my 

workload as I work the garden alone ‘izandla ziyagezana’ thank you.” 

Members also got the opportunity to show off with what they do best and that is 

drilling. Cpl Hlongwane from LHR showed off his skills by leading LHR drill squad. 

The day concluded by gestures of excitement followed by the appreciation screams 

and clapping of the learners and teachers of M.C Weiler Primary School. 

 

 
The classroom before being painted. 



 
Lt Col Nkoana, OC LHR painting the classroom. 

 
The classroom after painting. 

 



 
2Lt Kgori acting OC THA working in the garden. 

 
Capt Molopyane watering the vegetable garden. 



 
Maj Munyai,  2IC LHR leading by example in the vegetable garden. 

 
Cpl Hlongwane leading the LHR drill squad. 



 
Learners and class teacher waiting for members to commence with their service. 

 
Members of LHR and THA painting. 

 

  



 
Tpr Monau doing the chicken parade. 

 
School vegetable garden after maintenance. 

 



 

 
Group photo of the school executive and the members of LHR and THA. 


