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When I was initially tasked to write this article on the Unit’s 
name change from Cape Garrison Artillery (CGA) to Autshu-

mato Anti-Aircraft Regiment (AAAR), I had no idea how to approach 
it! ...so I pondered on it for a day or three and then came to the 
notion that I should try to answer what I presume is a prominent 
question on most of our readers’ minds with regards to the name 
change, and that is: what does ‘Autshumato’ mean?

Well, to the point, Autshumato is a person’s name; and I have 
yet to detemine if his name has a meaning; but I have set about 
researching this remarkable individual for you.

Using the only resources available to me during the Lockdown 
period, I found four principal references; and now you will please 
have to bear with me as I try to piece together these mixed and 
sometimes contradicting findings with the result that there may be 
inaccuracies but it should give you a good idea overall...

ThE MEETInG Of WORLDS

It is the year 1488. A Portuguese ship, captained by a man with 
the name of Bartolomeu Dias, is circumnavigating the cape of 

Southern Africa. Dias gives it the name ‘Cabo de Bõa Esperança’, 
the Cape of Good Hope, but only makes land much further along 
the coast at what is to become known as Mossel Bay. nine years on, 
and another Portuguese contingent, captained by Vasco da Gama, is 
attempting to navigate a sea route from Europe to India and on this 
expedition has the first known meeting of Europeans with the Khoi, 
the nomadic pastoralist (mostly cattle) indigenous people of south-

western Africa. A year later and Vasco da Gama has discovered the 
sea route to India. he now makes the first written record of a land-
ing on Robben Island, in Table Bay, brought about by his fleet.

We move forth roughly about 130 years and we now meet 
Autshumato, Chief of the Goringhaikonas Khoi. [he is also docu-
mented as ‘Autshumao’]. The Goringhaikonas were a clan of Khoi 
also known as ‘Strandlopers’ (the English translation of the word 
being ‘beach walkers’ or beachcombers) and were the people of 
the Table Bay region in the Cape. [According to the source ‘nhmsa.
co.za’, Autshumato was born in 1625, but I am having difficulty in 
accepting this as fact since it does not collate with any of the rest 
of my findings about the Chief.]

The year is 1630. The English are taking Autshumato, Chief of 
the Goringhaikonas, on an ocean travel. he either goes to Bantam, 
West Java, a former city of the Banten Sultanate, or he goes to Bata-
via, a VOC (‘Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie’ or Dutch East 
India Company) controlled city which later becomes the capital 
city, Jakarta [both cities lay in Indonesia]. Either way, he learns to 
speak English and Dutch; and is known to the English as ‘Harry’ 
and to the Dutch as ‘Herry’. A year later he returns to the Cape to 
act as the resident agent (a responsible third-party) and postmaster 
for passing ships.

1632 and Autshumato asks passing sailors for the first time to 
ferry him and twenty of his followers to Robben Island. There his  
group reside, on and off, for the next eight years, finding protection

[article continues on next page...]

Name change - Autshumato Anti-Aircraft Regiment Message  
 from  
Lieutenant  
 Colonel  
M.A. Goetham

My fellow GUnnERS.
firstly I would like to thank Capt R.G. Visagie, MWO 

E. Stroebel, WO1 J.J. Jansen and the rest of the Leader Group 
for looking after the Unit in my twelve month absence, while 
away on course in Pretoria. It has been a long and sometimes 
frustrating year but all challenges that were faced were over-
come. It is great to be back at the Unit and with your help and 
cooperation the Unit will be able to execute all tasks received 
from our higher hQ.

Secondly, I would like to reiterate the importance of our 
health. With the global pandemic, Covid-19, it is more impor-
tant than ever before to stay healthy and look after ourselves. 

During this coming year I foresee the Unit being more active 
than through previous years, with additional tasks to execute. 
Unit members are required to be loyal, professional and dili-
gent. 

[message continues on next page...]



2

Message  
 from  
MWO E. Stroebel 
(RSM)

Staff members and myself would like to welcome back the 
 Officer Commanding, Lt Col Marlon Goetham, after a long 

and successful year that he has spent on course.
I would also like to extend a word of thanks and apprecia-

tion for the selfless work that the Leader Group, as well as 
subordinates, have put in so far - they have proven to be true 
patriots who have performed their duty diligently and profes-
sionally with pride thus far.

A big congratulations to the members who have celebrated 
their birthday over the past quarter.

In the same light, I would like to acknowledge lost Unit 
members and family thereof.

In closing, I would like to encourage each and every mem-
ber to stay strong, stay safe and stay positive.

[...message continued from previous page]
In conclusion we should also not lose sight of the fact that 

Training is very important, and as such, it will receive the highest 
priority.

‘ALTA PETE’

[...headline article continued from previous page]
from mainland enemy clans. he still carries out his duties as post-
master and as a fire signaller, whether on or off the island.

6th of April 1652, twenty-one years after Autshumato returned 
from Indonesia, a Dutch East India Company (VOC) fleet arrives 
at the Cape to establish a refreshment station with the purpose 
to provide fresh water, fruit, vegetables and meat to passing ships 
en route to the East, as well as to build an infirmary for ailing 
sailors. The next day Jan van Riebeeck goes ashore to look for 
the best place to erect a fort and to set up the refreshment sta-
tion. Autshumato, living back on the mainland for the past twelve 
years, steps forward as an interpreter for the Dutch and aids in 
cattle bartering transactions with the Khoi. Work begins on Fort 
de Goede Hoop [on the spot which is now the western end of 
the Grand Parade in Cape Town]. As a translator, Autshumato is 
very useful to his people and as a result of his position as Chief 
and interpreter of the Goringhaikonas, he accumulates a wealth 
through cattle.

19th of October 1653 and Autshumato kills the Dutch cattle 
herdsman, David Jansz, and takes off with almost the whole of 
the Dutch settlers’ collection of cattle. he is pursued but not cap-
tured and he flees the Cape. Two years later he returns and is 
allowed to settle there again. he is not punished and is sent by 
Van Riebeeck to accompany Corporal Willem Muller on an ex-
ploration of the hottentots holland region and to barter livestock 
with the Khoi clans found there. On this occasion Autshumato 
takes the barter goods (mostly copper) and trades favourably in 
his own interests. he returns with thirteen cattle for the Company 
and a number of cattle and sheep for himself.

1657 - Van Riebeeck and Commissioner Rijckloff van Goens 
agree that the only practical attempt to avoid thefts by Autshu-
mato and his Goringhaikonas followers is the method of terri-
torial separation: ‘haer af te snijden op den pas, door middle 
van onse fortificatiën en wachthuisen’ (to prevent their entry into 
the settlement by means of fortifications and watch houses). Van 
Riebeeck is further encouraged to continue his past policy of try-
ing to win the Khoi over by gentle persuasion and Doman, the 
Chief of the Goringhaiqua (‘Kaaimans’) Khoi, is sent to Batavia to 
be trained as an interpreter. [Also at this point in time, Robben 
Island receives its first official prisoners and a quarry is started on 
the island to safely mine stone for Cape buildings.]

1658. Autshumato wages war against the Dutch, hostilities that 
broke out when he reclaimed cattle that 
were unfairly taken from the Goring-

haikonas by the Dutch settlers. This war brands him as a Rebel 
Leader, defying a European power, and on the 10th July of the 
same year, he is banished to Robben Island making him the first 
known political prisoner to be sent there.

On May of 1659, the first war over the ownership of the land 
between the Dutch settlers and the Khoi begins [First Khoi-Dutch 
War]; the first of a series of armed confrontations. This war involv-
ing Dutch settlers and a Khoi clan led by Doman. After losing, 
more Khoi are now banished on Robben Island, including two 
of Autshumato’s followers, Simon Boubou and Khamy. [Inciden-
tally, this was also the year that the first wine is pressed at the 
Cape.]

Seventeen months after his banishment, Autshumato and one 
other prisoner, in a leaky rowing boat, become the only people 
to successfully escape from a penal Robben Island. Back on the 
mainland he is once more allowed to settle near Fort de Goede 
Hoop with his followers, but he never regains a position of influ-
ence, particularly with other Khoi [maybe many individuals from 
various clans] having taken over from his role as interpreter.

1660. It is April. Peace is finally restored after months of nego-
tiations and the First Khoi-Dutch War ends.

1662. On the 6 May, Zaccharias Wagenaer succeeds Jan van 
Riebeeck as Commander of the refreshment station, which under 
Van Riebeeck’s leadership, has become a colony. The next day 
Van Riebeeck and his family leave the Cape bound for Batavia. 
That same year, Doman, Chief of the Goringhaiqua Khoi, dies.

Then 1663, just a year after Van Riebeeck left, Autshumato, 
(whose name appears frequently in the journal during Van Rie-
beeck’s ten year stay at the Cape), Chief of the Goringhaikonas 
Khoi, Ocean Traveller, Southern African Emissary, Postmaster, 
fire Signaller, Interpreter, negotiator, Tradesman, Entrepreneur, 
fighter, Rebel Leader... Strandloper, dies.

Three years after Autshumato’s death, work begins on the stone 
fortification, The Castle. There are now twenty-five (fourteen of 
which are convicts) residents on Robben Island; and in 1674, 
after eight years of construction, the Castle of the Cape of Good 
Hope is completed.

In 1713, francois Valentyn [or Valentijn], a Dutch minister and 
naturalist, records that the Goringhaikonas Khoi had disappeared 
from Cape Town. he attributes this to the small pox outbreak in 
March of that same year; the first smallpox epidemic in the Cape. 
It was introduced when a ship from India brings infected laundry 
ashore, resulting in the deaths of a quarter of the European set-
tlers, and the virtual decimation of the southwestern Cape Khoi. 
It is a tragic fate for the people of the Cape and for the Strandlop-
ers that vanished in this manner.

Today we are proud to have found a way in which we can 

honour a man who played a significant role in the history of our 
country in this form. Whatever we know of the past, that was not 
necessarily properly scripted or even retold unbiased, it is still 
a very important part of our national history. In this manner we 
welcome the new name of the Regiment and at the same time 
acknowledge the very rich history that we stem from, each in his 
own way.

While doing the initial research for this article (before I came 
to the notion of how to approach it), I stumbled across the fol-
lowing quote by Daniel Craig, an actor who catapulted his status 
as a world celebrity for his portrayal of the popular role of 007… 
‘Bond, James Bond’:

[article continues on next page...]
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The Regiment marks with sadness the passing of:
Mihlali ‘Lolo’ Morris (31 March 2007 - 15 november 2019).

Many of you Smoking Gun followers, I’m sure, will remem-
ber this brave young fighter, Mihlali Morris - ‘Lolo’ as known 
to most of his friends. Some of you may have met him when-
ever he visited the band room at fort Wynyard for his drum-
ming lesson with his tutor, Lead Drummer John van niekerk. 

Mihlali was never too shy to meet and make new friends. 
And believe me when I say, he had many friends. This was 
clearly noticeable at his memorial service, held at St Mary’s 
Convent hall, Cape Town on Saturday, 23 november 2019.

It was a very sad day, that friday morning, on hearing the 
news that this brave young warrior had passed away peace-
fully at 03h00. In a way, the sad news was also news of relief, 
as young Mihlali had lived his entire life in and out of hospital. 
So now there would be no more suffering.

for those of you who will be reading about Mihlali Morris 
for the first time, Lolo had been ill since birth and, by the age 
of eight years, had undergone two kidney transplants.

It was after his first kidney transplant in 2014, when Mihlali 
was introduced to us by a very good friend of mine, Craig 
hepburn. Craig was Mihlali’s Guardian (and best friend) all 
the years, and was always there (and still is) for the family.

Young Mihlali had a passion for drumming and it was in 
March of 2015 that Craig decided the time was right to intro-
duce him to our Pipes & Drums Band. It was quite amazing to 
see how quickly he adapted and settled himself into his new 
surroundings - as if he had been there for years. A wonderful 

obituaries[...headline article continued from previous page]
“There’s a passion about this because people take it very close 

to hearts and they have grown up with James Bond - and so have 
I. But I was being criticized before I had presented anything, so it 
was name calling.” - Daniel Craig 

This got me to thinking about the whole James Bond (007) fea-
ture film series (so far with 24 films brought out over a span of 53 
years, from 1962 to 2015). I began to think of the character, James 
Bond, as being the Unit, and the different actors who played the 
part over the stretch of years as being the different name changes 
to the Unit. Each actor brought a different feel to the character 
and an appeal to the generation of their time. Some people were 
happy to accept each new actor, perhaps because each brought 
with them a freshness to the character. Others felt that each new 
actor betrayed their loyalty to the actor they identified most with. 
But at the end of the day the character remains in essence the 
same, with the same job and with the same responsibilities. It is 
the character that most everybody engages in and, regardless of 
whoever the actor is of the time, it is the character that ‘Bond’s 
us together.
(Article by the Editor)

mentor and brotherly relationship was sure to develop between 
him and his drumming tutor.

Mihlali underwent his second transplant in October 2015 and 
because of continuous complications thereafter, was given two 
to three years to live. The brave fighter he was, he lived to see an 
additional year before he passed away.

The Cape Garrison Artillery Pipes & Drums was honored to 
be invited to play at Mihlali’s memorial. It was so heartwarm-
ing to see such a packed hall. Mihlali had made such an im-
pact on so many people he had met on his journey - professors, 
school teachers, aftercare teachers, hospital staff, football friends,  
military personnel, school friends, friends... you name it.

A message from Mihlali’s guardian, Craig, on 14th May 2018: 
“Taking him on as many adventures as possible. It’s organizations 
like you and individuals, who have inspired him and his family 
to keep the faith. Thanks to the CGAPB for all their support. Your 
support and inspiration is greatly appreciated. Mihlali was given 
a year, we have surpassed that time.”

The Cape Garrison Artillery Pipes & Drums feels extremely 
honored to have been involved in a part of Mihlali’s life, and 
would like to thank Craig hepburn for making this possible.

RIP, brave warrior!
(Photographs supplied and obituary by S/Sgt Tony Reis)

Our condolences to the family and friends.

From left to right: Attending a CGA Pipes & Drums concert  
- Craig Hepburn (Mihlali’s guardian), (unknown), Mihlali, 
Nombuhle (Mihlali’s mother) and Mihlali’s sister.

Above left: Mihlali laying a flower during the wreath laying  
ceremony at the Gunners Memorial, Company’s Gardens, 2016.

Above right: CGA Pipe & Drums gave Mihlali a surprise visit at 
the Red Cross Children’s Memorial Hospital a week after his sec-
ond kidney transplant. Before launching the surprise, they were  
welcomed by Craig Hepburn; Mihlali’s mother, Nombuhle;  
reporters from The Argus newspaper; and a number of friends 
and dignatories. The expression on Mihlali’s face was priceless.  
An article covering the visit appeared in The Argus, along with this 
photograph of Mihlali learning to play drums with his tutor, Lead 
Drummer John van Niekerk, in the band room at Fort Wynyard.

New-look Smoking Gun
It was determined in a meeting that focus had to be put on more 

 suitable ways of distributing our newsletter so that our troops 
have more and easier access to it. Most of our troops have not seen 
even one issue and should be able to. Solutions were put forward 
resulting in a new-look Smoking Gun. The first thing that you will 
have noticed is that the format of the newsletter has changed. This 
is to enable a white border so that nothing is cropped off during 
printing while maintaining a same sized header as before - now 
simple printed copies can be handed out. The next big change is 
that everything is now in black-and-white. There are two reasons 
for this. firstly, and most importantly, it is to try bring the average 
file size of the Smoking Gun PDfs down. This enables the news-
letter to be circulated electronically (even via WhatsApp on mo-
bile phones) without a large cost of data to our troops. Secondly, 
to bring the printing costs down - as you may well know, colour 
printing is more expensive. Editing images for the best black-and-
white printing results can be just as time consuming as editing 

colour images for the best visual results, 
so doing both is not a viable option.
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Tribute
[Due to the following tribute missing the stringent contribution 
deadline (last year), it was not posted alongside the obituary in the  
Smoking Gun Issue 2 of 2019. We regret its now late appearance.]

Sgt (Ret) Corrie J. Grobbelaar  
2 May 1952 - 13 June 2019.

Former member of our Unit, Sgt Corrie Grob-
belaar, answered the Sunset Call on 13 June 

2019. Corrie had been seriously ill for some 
time, and bore his illness with great courage and 
dignity.

Military relationship with Corrie started when 
he arrived, one evening in the early seventies, at 
the 7Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment Control Tower 
hQ in uniform, wearing an Armoured formation 
beret and asked for a new army home. On com-
pletion of the paperwork he became a member 
of 7LAA and was utilised where needed.

Corrie became an integral part of the CGA Regiment, after the 
amalgamation of the 7LLA Regiment in 1997, where he previ-
ously had many years of dedicated service. True to his charac-
ter to assist, Corrie served in the LOG section and as the CGA 
Sergeants Mess nCO. Living his passion for good food he also 
managed the catering for many of our Unit functions. he loved 
the Unit, good company in the bar, good jokes and many army 
stories; and was always more than willing to go the extra mile to 
ensure that our functions ran smoothly and successfully.

Although CGA was Corrie’s first love, he also served Cape 
field Artillery (CfA) on detached duty from 2016 as they required 
a member ‘with a catering passion’. he served at CfA till he went 
on ‘pension’. This was a hard day for him because he was happy 
to serve. As at CGA, he served CfA with pride and was well 
loved. “He was not just a soldier but a Brother in Arms”.

The SA Army, and more specifically the Air Defence Artillery 
formation, has lost a great character, and we all know that there 
have been many over the past number of years. he was respect-
ed by many of his seniors and subordinates which is a great at-
tribute. 

here we should add that he was always supported by his won-
derful wife Dalene, his devoted daughter, Lisa, and son, Andre. 
The Autshumato Anti-Aircraft Regiment family extends our con-
dolences to Dalene, and all the family on their loss.

“At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will 
remember him.”
(Contributed by members of our Regimental Association)

The article came about originally as a presentation to the 
 Cape Town branch of the South African Military history  

Society, written and presented by Capt (SAn)(Ret) Chris Dooner, 
9 August 2018. The article is divided into 12 sections and in this 
issue of the Smoking Gun newsletter, we include:

• an Introduction; 
• Section 1: Technological Advances; and 
• Section 2: Principles of fire Control.

The rest of the sections will appear in future issues.

SOURCES
While the words (and possible mistakes) are by Capt (SAn)(Ret) 

Chris Dooner, the concepts, direction and some image informa-
tion have been sourced from:
•  Brig (R Aus Arty) R.K. fullford’s book [Manly 1994];  

‘We Stood and Waited - Sydney’s Anti-ship Defences’
•  Col (SA Arty) Lionel Crook’s book [Cape Town 2012]; 

‘Island at War - Robben Island 1939-1945’
•  Artillery Training, Vol 5, Pam 1 [UK 1953];  

‘The Characteristics of Coast Artillery’
•  United States War Dept field Manual 4-15 [USA 1940]
•  Cdr (SAn)(Ret) Mac Bisset; various articles
•  Capt (SAn)(Ret) Chris Dooner’s direct personal exposure to  

Maj Gen (Ret) G. Moodie and Lt Cdr (SAn)(Ret) R. Sharpe
•  The Australian War Memorial (AWM)
•  The South African naval Museum (SAnM)
•  Messrs Google, Wikipedia et al; - often multiple hits

Introduction
Cape Town was fortified to defend it from attack from the sea 

from shortly after Jan van Riebeeck landed in 1652. [Refer to 
headline article for more on Jan van Riebeeck]. for close on 250 
years the muzzle loading weapons used to defend the Cape had 
ranges of typically two to a maximum of four thousand yards, 

while a gunner at sea level had a horizon of around six thousand 
yards, or three nautical Miles (nm) which enabled the gunner to 
engage targets directly. The introduction of breech loading guns 
towards the end of the 19th Century resulted in weapons with 
ranges that far exceeded the gunner’s visual horizon, thereby lim-
iting the effective range of the gun to the gunner’s visual horizon. 
The gunner’s problem was further exacerbated by the speed and 
manoeuvrability of steam driven ships, which were becoming 
common at the same time.

The effective ranges of the first Breech Loading (BL) and Quick 
firing (Qf) were often restricted by the use of low angle mount-
ings, only 15 degrees of elevation in the case of the early 9.2 inch 
(for 15 500 yards) and 6 inch (9 800 yards) mountings. Effective 
ranges and visual observation and command ranges of especially 
the 9.2-inch mountings were increased by placing batteries at al-
titude. The use of altitude to increase ranges is seen at the Middle 
north and Scala combination in Simon’s Town, Sea Point (Glen-
gariff) and Lion batteries. Placing of batteries at altitude also had 
the advantage of placing them higher than early naval guns could 
reach.

And so the various batteries that were still in use during the 
first World War were effectively locally controlled, with the Bat-
tery Command and Observation Posts typically being located 
very close to the guns. This was to change as larger calibre guns 
with greater ranges were fitted to warships and higher angle 
mountings were made available. The 15 degree 9.2-inch Mk V 
mounting (15 500 yards) was superseded by the 35 degree Mk 
VII mounting (32 000 yards) from 1936, not that this would make 
a difference to the Battery Command structures in the case of 
Middle north, Scala or Lion where the guns and their associ-
ated structures were already higher than the minimum of 200 feet 
above sea level required to see a target at the extreme range of 
the 9.2 inch, being 32 000 yards or 16 nm.

Section 1: Technological Advances
The evolutions in gunnery and maritime platform technologies 

had been paralleled by scientific understanding of the effect of 
internal and external ballistics on a projectile and the develop-
ment of sights and mechanical computing devices that applied

[article continues on next page...]

The Cape Fortress Coast Defence Artillery  
Fire Control System in World War 2
PART 1 (An ARTICLE APPEARInG OVER SEVERAL ISSUES Of ThE SMOKInG GUn nEWSLETTER)
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[...article continued from previous page]
this to the aiming of the guns. The result was that the gunner no 
longer had to rely on instinct and experience to compensate for 
the factors that influenced the flight of a projectile. he simply had 
to set parameters on to the auto-sights of the gun and then track 
the target. Similarly the Battery Command Post could track a target 
and provide accurate control information for a gunner to follow to 
find a target or, using a ballistics computer, provide the gun eleva-
tion and bearing to engage the target blindly.

As larger calibres, and their associated mountings were intro-
duced into service, especially on ships, it became at the best 
ineffective to move the gun manually at the rate required to com-
pensate for target speed and own ship’s motion. hydraulic tech-
nology had also developed to the extent that it could be used to 
provide the easily controlled force required to move the guns, 
even the when carried in the large calibre triple gun turrets that 
were mounted in battleships. Developments in electrical signal-
ling and control made it possible to remotely direct any gun onto 
a target and using hydraulics, even actually control the gun to 
engage a target unseen to the gunners, or their Battery Command 
Post. naval gunnery led the field in applying technology to im-
prove the ranges and accuracy of guns carried on unstable mov-
ing platforms against other moving platforms and that at speeds 
that were generally not found in land based warfare until the 
Second World War, excluding of course anti-aircraft.

could be infinitely and rapidly trained and elevated mechanically 
to track moving targets within the designated and designed arcs 
of the mounting, albeit using men as the motive power to turn 
hand wheels. The next logical steps were to incorporate electrical 
communication technology to increase the speed and accuracy 
of transmitting orders to the guns and hydraulics to enable larger 
calibre guns to be moved to track relatively nimble targets. The 
one thing that the early Army Artillery orientated gunners appear 
to have disregarded when adopting naval technology and ideas, 
until between the World Wars, was the provision of a roof and 
walls to protect the gunners and gun from the elements and even 
splinters and shrapnel. Granted a glacis plate, or gun shield, was 
included on many mountings. The one exception where cover 
was provided, is in the case of the manually controlled 9.2-inch 
hydropneumatic (hP) disappearing-gun - the gun barrel popped 
up through a weather and splinter proof shield to fire.

Electrical communications technology also allowed Observa-
tion and Command Posts to be separated from the gun(s). This 
separation allowed the guns to be placed in positions best suited 
to the tasks of the guns while the observation and control could 
be placed in positions best suited to their tasks and away from 
the more obvious targets that the guns provided and smoke gen-
erated.

Section 2: Principles of Fire Control
Before the days of laser range finders, drones and even Radar, 

gunners used triangulation to establish the accurate position and 
therefore bearing and range of a target from their position. The 
principle of triangulation is simply the application of basic trigo-
nometry to determine the position of an object relative to two 
observers at a known distance and position from each other. This 
method requires that the distance between the two observers and 
the angles at which they see the object relative to the baseline 
be known. The angles must be measured at the same time if the 
object is moving, which is usually true in the case of a ship. The 
accuracy of the measurements are influenced by the length of 
the base line (longer is better) and the observers’ angles (acute 
is worse).

By knowing where the observers are relative to a third observer, 
or gun, it is another simple matter to direct the third observer’s at-
tention, or a gun, onto the object. The third, or more, observer(s) 
can be provided with both the direction (bearing) and range to 
the object. In the instance of early Coast Artillery, where the gun-
ner could typically see the target before it came into his gun’s 
effective range, this was all that was necessary for a good gunner 
to engage a target once it came into range, especially if he had 
been given enough warning to prepare his crew and gun.

An observer could also determine the range to a maritime tar-
get if he knew his height above sea level. Again this could be 
done by triangulation using his height above sea level as the base 
line and assuming that the surface of the sea was horizontal (not 
curved) and at right angles to the vertical base line. from this it 
was possible to determine the position of an object and again 
transfer this information to another observer, or gun. Literature 
implies that this method was not as accurate as two observers 
working in the horizontal plane.

A single observer could also establish the range to a target us-
ing a stereoscopic telescope, which applied exactly the same 
principles of triangulation to aligning two prisms/lenses to obtain 
a sharp image, from which the range could be displayed on a 
dial. The horizontal base line of a stereoscopic telescope was 
generally very short, from 2 or 3 to maybe 12 yards. This was the 
best that could be done in the confined space of a naval warship 
or at a gun. Land based observers could be located several miles 
from each other, thereby having a much longer base line and as-
sociated accuracy. Land based observers also had the advantage 
of being able to be located much higher above sea level than a 
ship based observer, thereby having a greater visual horizon and 
longer vertical base line for range calculations and being above 
coastal mist or fog. Warships relied on optical devices to deter-
mine range of targets until the introduction of radar during the 
Second World War, with some countries lagging behind others 
and paying the price. [To be continued in future issue.]

Hydraulic Training 
Drive on 9.2-inch 
Mk VII mounting.
(source: author)

It did not take long for Coastal Defence to realise that naval 
technology could make great improvements to the efficiency and 

effectively of Coastal Defence guns. So 
by the turn of the Twentieth Century 
guns were mounted on mountings that 

The Principle of 
Triangulation - 
‘Horizontal-base 
position finding 
system’.
(source: US War 
Dept field Manual 
4-15, 1940)



6

It seemed like 2020 was going to be quite the year for parades. 
 By the end of March, the pipe band would probably have done 

in the region of eleven parades, which would have included a 
State funeral, St Patrick’s Day function, the Gunners Memorial and 
a sports day event. Instead, thanks to the dreaded COVID-19 virus 
epidemic, four had to be cancelled. A lockdown for up to five 
weeks, also applied in many other countries around the world. 

Our first parade of the year, in January, was the 40th Year  
Celebrations of the Vasco da Gama football Club, where our 
pipe band led the ‘match of the day’ teams onto the field. [Refer 
to headline article for more on Vasco da Gama]. The CGA Pipes 
& Drums (as we were known at the time) was well received, with 
coverage of this historic event shown on Portuguese TV news.

february was proving to be a very busy month, before the lock-
down was implemented by our President Cyril Ramaposa midway 
through the month. We started the month off with a successful 
Burns night fundraising event, thanks to the Battledress Shellhole 
in fish hoek, which was followed by the Border Boys Campaign 
Parade the following day, at the Dawn Patrol Shellhole.

Just to let you know, we made history that night at the Burns 
night fundraising event. We had the first female to Address the 
Haggis - Piper Emily Craven, and first black member to carry in 
the haggis - Drummer Wandisile Dalasile. Congratulations on a 
job well done.

Towards the end of the month, Pipe Major Tony Reis was called 
upon to pipe at the memorial of Councillor Claudette Marion 
Charlotte Lee. The following day, the Cape Garrison Artillery 
Pipes & Drums led the ever so popular internationally known 
Pride Parade through the streets of Green Point.

During the month of March, members of the Cape Garrison Ar-
tillery Pipes & Drums paraded at the SS Mendi Memorial Parade 
at the UCT Lower Campus, with Pipe Major Tony Reis and Pipe 
Sgt Mogamat Opperman piping the lament during the wreath 
laying. This was followed by a Charity Cycle Tour arrival at the 
Waterfront, where a few of our band members were invited to 
parade with the Cape Town highlanders. Once again, our band 
members did our regiment proud.

from 15 March, 2020, all regimental parades/functions for the 
rest of March month and for April were cancelled.

The pipe band’s official name change to Autshumato Anti- 
Aircraft Regiment Pipes & Drums (AAAR Pipes & Drums), took 
place on the 10th of March 2020. With this happening, the band 
is in the process of changing the name that is visible on our bag-

Autshumato Anti-Aircraft Regiment Pipes & Drums

VE Day 75
On the 8th May 1945, 

 the guns fell silent at 
the end of war in Europe; 
World War 2.

This year marks the 75th 
Anniversary of that historic 
day - Victory in Europe (VE) 
Day. At least 5000 Pip-
ers, spread all around the 
world, will be participat-
ing in a tribute to the sev-
eral thousand brave Pipers 
that either died or returned 
home, during or after the 
war, dreadfully wounded; 
as well as those left at home 
not knowing if their loved 
ones would ever return. We, the Autshumato Anti-Aircraft Regi-
ment Pipes & Drums, are proud to announce that we will also 
be participating in this historical event, as well as remembering 
those that were still in conflict until the Victory over Japan (VJ) 
Day on the 15th August 1945. Because of the COVID-19 virus 
epidemic, and lockdown worldwide, this event (originally 8 May, 
2020) has been postponed to 15 August, 2020.

Piper Emily Craven,  
Addressing the Haggis.

Drummer Wandisile Dalasile, carrying 
in the Haggis.

pipe covers and drums. however, to remove the old name pasted 
on the drums and to replace with the new name, is going to cost 
money - an expense our Unit cannot bear. for those of you who 
are not aware, our Defence force does not have the budget for 
uniforms, insignia, instruments and the necessary accessories, for 
our band; nor has our band received any financial sponsorship 
from the general public. So if any form of donation towards the 
remarking of our drums (and for any other band essentials for that 
matter) should come about, it will arrive as a great relief and with 
much appreciation.

On a delighted note, the AAAR Pipes & Drums is pleased to 
announce the growth of our pipe band, from 23 to 31 members. 
We would like to welcome the new recruits, namely, L/Seaman 
Wayne Mitchell, James Mitchell, Tracey Coward, Chenge Masen-
da, Maajidah Opperman, neil horn, Azola Mbune and Shawn 
Timba. We trust you’ll enjoy your time in the pipe band.

We wish everyone good health during this difficult time, and 
please stay safe!
 (Photographs supplied and article by S/Sgt Tony Reis)

Border Boys Campaign Parade, Bergvliet, February 2020.

Pipe Sgt Mogamat Opperman and Pipe Major Tony Reis at the  
SS Mendi Memorial Parade at the UCT Lower Campus, 2020.
[Photographs (above two) by Regine Lord]


