
HERITAGE GUN RESTORATION PROJECT 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

1.    The objectives of the Gunners’ Association include the promotion of artillery traditions which  

can be interpreted to include heritage. 

 

2.    The protection of the heritage of Gunners/Artillery requires that many aspects be addressed. 

 

3.     These include:  

 

a. Recording history. 

b. Maintenance of the rolls of honour and memorials. 

c. Maintenance and security of heritage assets.  

 

4.      The items under 3a and b are being addressed to a large extent but the maintenance and 

security of heritage assets requires further consideration.  

 

MAINTENANCE OF HERITAGE ASSETS 

 
5.      The Gunners’ Association has limited resources and many priorities ranging from welfare 

support, the maintenance of the National and Regional Memorials and in addition the presentation, 

in co-operation with the SANDF, of annual memorial services. The Association is also a vehicle for 

Gunner fellowship and it awards prizes to young officers. The Gun Restoration Project will therefor 

require separate funding.  

 

6.     The most visible component of heritage assets is the historic guns both within the SANDF and  

those belonging to outside entities such as municipalities. It is estimated that the total number of 

such guns is about 500, and most are in poor condition.  

 

PROGRESS UPDATE 
 

7.      Committee.  A committee of the Gunners’ Association has been established under the 

Chairmanship of Gnr Andersen. Members are Gnrs Ashton, Bloem, Brooks, Hoole, Niemand, Olivier, 

Pestana, Rimmer, Steyn, van Antwerp, Wassermeier and Wiid.  



8.     Register.  A template for a Register of Heritage Guns has been distributed for input 

to the two Formations, the Branches of the Gunners’ Association and the Ditsong SA National 

Museum of Military History (“the Museum”). The General of the Gunners, Lt Gen Mbuli has also 

been given a copy. Although the progress has been delayed by the lockdown, returns have been 

received from the Museum, the Vereeniging Branch as well as from Gnrs Hoole and Ashton. 

 

9.     Company Gardens Gun.  The 26 cwt 6” gun which served on the Somme in WW1 as part of the  

six gun Nugent Battery, has been fully restored by the WC Branch.  

 

10.      Zoo Gun.  The sister gun to the Company Gardens Gun which stands in the Johannesburg Zoo,  

is currently at Potchefstroom Powder Coaters for a full restoration under the supervision of Gnr 

Bloem. Gnr Bloem is personally rebuilding the wooden wheels. This gun was fully restored by the 

Gunners’ Association some twelve years ago and it has done well considering it has been fully 

exposed to the elements.  

 

11.     Armstrong Guns.  These two guns have been fully restored by the Durban Branch.  

 

12.     Memorial Guns.  All the guns at the National Memorial in Potchefstroom have been  

refurbished over the past few years. Some will require repainting in the short term. 

13.     Future Projects. 

 

a. The Potchefstroom Branch plans to respray the GV1 (25Pdr) currently on display at the 

Old Command Building on the Ventersdorp road.  

 

b. The Durban Branch plans to refurbish the 13 Pdr gun at the Gunners’ Memorial at Lord’s 

Ground.  

 

14.     Tampions.  Gnr Bloem has designed and ordered 100 tampions. To date, orders have been  

submitted to him for the guns at the National Gunners’ Memorial, GEM Village (GV1 and GV2) and 

Sandfontein Artillery Regiment (2 x 13Pdr, 1 x GV1, 1 x GV2 and Sexton). Please let him have your 

requirements for local memorial guns at a cost of R150 per tampion, excluding postage. Please state 

what type of gun it is for and make payment to the National Gunners’ bank account.  Gnr Bloem’s e-

mail address is: potchgunnery@gmail.com 

 

Name of Account 

Bank 

Branch Code 

Account No. 

Type of Account 

Reference 

Gunners’ Association 

First National Bank 

Branch 252242 

Account 50400012329 

Current 

Tampions 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FUNDING 

 
15.     The biggest challenge is inevitably funding. The Restoration Committee is looking at  

various options, including “adopt a gun”. If you would like to suggest which guns should receive 

priority and how the project could be funded, please inform Gnr Andersen at 

roy.andersen@mweb.co.za.  

 

16.     Our National Chairman, Gnr Niel Wiid will shortly communicate a fundraising plan for the  

Memorial and the restoration of guns. However, if you would like to make a financial contribution 

now, please use the abovementioned bank account with the code: Gun Restoration. 

 

CONCLUSION  

17.     This project will, over time, make a significant contribution to the preservation of our Gunner 

Heritage.  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:roy.andersen@mweb.co.za

