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We are back again with 
the thirty fourth edition of 
your favourite publica-
tion,  The Reserve Force 
Volunteer magazine. In 
these difficult times, it 
has been refreshing to 
see the contribution of 
the South African Na-
tional Defence Force 
(SANDF) Reserves in 
the fight against Cov-
id-19 pandemic and 
other activities that they 
have been involved in. 

Over 14 000 members of 
the Reserve Force were deployed nationwide to help 
manage the pandemic and provide borderline pro-
tection. Scientists and medical professionals warned 
it will get worse before it gets better and as a nation 
we need to continue with all the necessary precau-
tionary measures to ensure that the infection rates 
slow down and life returns to normality. In this light, 
we decided on the theme of this edition as ‘Reserves 
Supporting the Nation’.

In this edition we bring you a foreword of particular 
importance prepared by Major General (Maj Gen) 
R.C. Andersen on the Operation and NOTLELA/call-
ups.  We have also covered the newly appointed 

Chief of SA Army, Lieutenant General (Lt Gen) L.K. 
Mbatha’s visits to the Army units and many more ar-
ticles that you will find informative.

Our message for this edition is from the newly 
appointed Chief Human Resource, Vice Admiral             
(V Adm) A.E. Kubu. 

More articles on Chief Army’s visits will be included 
in the 2021 Summer Edition of the Reserve Force 
Volunteer Magazine.

Unfortunately, owing to this pandemic, almost all 
of our events and activities that were planned for 
the year 2020 as reflected in our 2020 Reserve 
Force events calendar have been cancelled or 
postponed. We advise you to continuously visit our 
website: www.rfdiv.mil.za for further correspond-
ence and regular updates from our Chief Defence 
Reserves, Maj Gen Andersen.  However, The Re-
serve Indaba II will be held in early 2021.

The Reserve Force Volunteer magazine team defi-
nitely enjoyed putting this publication together for 
you and we do hope you enjoy reading and reflect-
ing on its content. Remember to pass this maga-
zine on to a friend when you are done. 

Enjoy the read, stay home and save lives!

Ms Rendani Doizen Khashane

Editor 
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V Adm A. Kubu, PB

Message from the SANDF Chief Human Resource

It is my singular honour and 
privilege to have been afforded 
this opportunity to express my 

thoughts and appreciation towards 
an exceedingly valuable role played 
by our Reserve Force members in 
the defence of our country and the 
region.  It must be emphasised that 
the South African National Defence 
Force (SANDF) cannot exercise its 
constitutional mandate without an 
active involvement and utilisation 
of our Reserve Force component. 
The SANDF is expected to have a relatively smaller 
Regular Force supported by a relatively bigger 
Reserve Force component; it is for this reason that 
the Reserves will continue playing a very critical role 
in the defence of our country. 

In seeking to contextualise the vital role and 
significance of the Reserve Force in the SANDF, the 
recent declaration of the State of National Disaster 
and the subsequent Lockdown of the country from 
27 March 2020 need mentioning.  This period 
heralded a new era for the SANDF in particular the 
utilisation of the Reserve Force component of the 
department.  Operation NOTLELA (Op NOTLELA) 
will be cited as one of the greatest operations 
ever to be conducted in the country by the SANDF 
because of the invisible enemy that we have to face 
and fight as a country.  This energy also affected 
the entire globe, the continent and the region. It is 
during this period that our brave men and women 
of the SANDF were deployed to contain the spread 
of the virus named COVID-19.  The Reserve Force 
members volunteered their service despite the risk 
of contracting the virus during the deployment. 
However, they were still willing and prepared to help 
the country to contain the spread of this deadly 

pandemic of our time.   

I can confidently confirm that these 
selfless men and women have 

put up a brave fight despite all the 
challenges the SANDF had to deal 
with against this merciless enemy of 
the 21st century named COVID-19.  
As part of our One Force concept, all 
the nine provinces of the Republic of 
South Africa deployed Reserve Force 
members to augment our Regulars. 
They conducted this responsibility 
with distinction, courage and ut-
most professionalism. This selfless 
sacrifice of the Reserves will go a 
long way in our history as the SANDF 

and must be documented in our war-diary for future 
generations to comprehend and to appreciate.  What 
we have learned during Op NOTLELA is that we must 
continue as the SANDF to harness the requisite skills 
within the Reserve Forces to ensure our continuous 
survival during difficult times as a military due to 
continuous budget constraints within the department. 
Op NOTLELA has therefore taught us that the SANDF 
needs to Buy talent, Borrow talent, Grow/Build and 
Boost talent within the Reserve Force component for 
our own survival, benefit and operational readiness 
as the SANDF.  This will only be possible through 
continuous empowerment of the human capital 
enlisted in the Reserve Force.

In my appointment as the Department of Defence, 
Chief of Human Resource, I hereby confirm the 
critical role our Reserve Force members are 
undertaking in the SANDF, towards the defence 
of our country and of utmost importance, that of 
ensuring the security and stability of our region 
and the continent. Guidance pertaining to target 
recruitment drives in terms of critical and diverse 
skills within our Reserve Force is what should be 
expected from my office and the HR Division as 
a whole.  This therefore, affirms my commitment 
to support all efforts to improve the conditions of 
service of our Reserve Force members in order to 
improve their living conditions to continue serving 
the department selflessly and professionally.  
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The sad and tragic advent of the COVID-19 
pandemic has provided the Reserve Force 
with an opportunity to demonstrate its 

capabilities. Some 14 000 Reserves have answered 
their call-up instructions with very few asking for 
exemption.

The SA Army Reserves have not only provided 
support to the Regular Force and the South African 
Police Service (SAPS), initially in enforcing the 
lockdown but subsequently in educational and 
community development roles, but have also brought 
a wide range of skills to bear in Op NOTLELA. 
The contributions range from water purification, 
sanitation and reticulation to bridge building, IT 
support, vehicle repair and logistic support.

In the South African Air Force (SAAF), Air Reserve 
Squadrons have been reactivated and in addition, 
Reserve Force pilots and technicians have been 
called up.

Reserve doctors, nurses and medical orderlies 
and technicians have, and continue to provide 
invaluable service to South African Military Health 
Service (SAMHS) and the Department of Health.

Sadly, these contributions have been at a price as 
at the date of writing this foreword, Reserve Force 
members, as recognised in the In Memoriam Page, 
have lost their lives. We will remember them!

During this period Reserve Force companies have 
also been deployed on the borders on Op CORONA 
and have continued to have many successes.

The Chief of the SA Army, Lt Gen Lawrence 
Khulekani Mbatha, has embarked on an extensive 
programme of visiting every unit in the Army. As 
can be seen from the enclosed articles, this has 
provided him with an invaluable opportunity to 
obtain first-hand information on the state, vision 
and needs of, inter alia, his Reserve Force units.

Let me conclude by thanking all the Reserves for 
what you have done over the past few months. I am 
proud of you!  

Foreword by Chief of Defence Reserves

Maj Gen Roy Andersen, CSSA, SD, SM, MMM, JCD
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T
he Defence Force Service Commission 
(DFSC) is an entity established to advise the 
Minister of Defence and Military Veterans 

(MOD&MV) through its recommendations to 
improve the conditions of South African National 
Defence Force (SANDF) members, both 
Regular Force (RegF) and Reserve 
Force (ResF). It is the second 
Permanent Commission since 
its inauguration in 2013, and is 
currently chaired and deputised by 
Mr Ian Robertson and Ms Sebina 
Hlapolosa, respectively. They are 
supported by six Commissioners. 

The Commission continues to remain 
cognisant of the challenges and concerns facing 
the ResF members, which are, but not limited to 
the following:

• The administration of the call-up system, and 
the perceived inconsistencies in its applica-
tion.

• Inconsistent provision of learning opportuni-
ties for the purposes of training and develop-
ment.

• Provision of benefits including medical and 
group life insurance.

• Administration of leave in relation to maternity 
and deployment.

The Commission has made some findings and 
recommendations which were submitted to 
the MOD&MV in March 2018 with regard to the 

Reserves. The recommendations made seek to 
address, amongst others:

• The treatment of ResF members when injured 
on duty; 

• Implications of not having access to medical 
assistance while on and off strength; 

• Inadequate policy on medical benefits for Re-
serve Force members, and 

• Access to medical benefits while 
not on call-up.

The consultative visits undertaken 
by the Commission to different 
units highlight the issues of morale 

that negatively affect the Reserves. 
The restrictions on call-ups per annum 

seem to affect the overall well-being of 
the Reserves and their families.

The DFSC's goal to support the Reserves is 
demonstrated in its close relationship with the 
Reserve Force Division and the Reserve Force 
Council (RFC). The relationship between the DFSC 
and the RFC is cemented in a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) signed in September 
2019. The Commission recognises the skills and 
competencies possessed by ResF members in the 
DoD. This is confirmed by the continued utilisation 
of ResF members in its structure. It is these strong 
ties that continue to provide opportunities for the 
DFSC to participate in their strategic workshops 
and activities aimed at improving the service 
conditions of the ResF members. 

The Commission would like to pay a special 
tribute to all members of the Reserve Force who 
are assisting the country in its efforts to flatten the 
curve of COVID-19.  

The Defence Force Service Commission and the 
Reserve Force

Article by: Mr I. Robertson, Chairperson Defence Force Service Commission
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F
rom 14 to 21 February 2020, the South African 
National Defence Force (SANDF) hosted its 
annual Armed Forces Week celebrations in 

Polokwane, Limpopo Province. It was the first time in 
history that the province hosted such celebrations. 
Events were held at different venues in Polokwane; 
the Fan Park with exhibitions at the Cricket Club, 
the Parade in the vicinity of Peter Mokaba Stadium,   
the Interfaith Church Service and Gala Concert at 
Ngoako Ramatlhodi Hall, Seshego and a capability 
demonstration at Roodewal Bombing Range.

The official opening of the Fan Park at the Cricket Club, 
was done by the Chief of Staff of the South African 
National Defence Force (CoS SANDF), Lieutenant 
General (Lt Gen) Lindile Yam on 14 February 2020 
representing the Chief of the South African National 
Defence Force (C SANDF), General Solly Shoke.

The occasion was graced by the 
attendance of high ranking military 
personnel, Limpopo Provincial 
officials, Traditional Leaders, a 
Cuban delegation, and other 
high profile dignitaries, as well as 
identified schools from the province. 
In absentia, the premier of the 
Limpopo Province, Mr Stanley 
Mathabatha was represented by the 
MEC of Transport in the Province, 
Mr Dickson Masemola. 

Participation of the South African National Defence 
Force Reserves in the 2020 Fan Park and Armed 
Forces Week in Polokwane, Limpopo Province

Article by: Lt Col Z. Nombida, SO1 PO LP
Photographs by: Mr V. Ramabulana (Intern), Defence Reserves Division

CoS SANDF Lt Gen Lindile Yam 
delivered the welcoming and 

official opening speech of the 2020 
Fan Park and Armed Forces Week.

The Defence Reserves and Project KOBA-TLALA always working together. 
Director SA Army Reserve, Brig Gen (Dr) Gerhard Kamffer and Director Defence 
Reserves, Brig Gen Debbie Molefe visited members of the Defence Reserves 

and Project KOBA-TLALA exhibitions.
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Warrant Officer George Potts interacting with Grade 10 
scholars who wanted to know more about the Defence 

Reserves and the Military.

In his opening speech, Lt Gen Yam thanked 
the Limpopo Provincial Government under the 
leadership of Mr Mathabatha for supporting the 
Armed Forces Week preparations in the province. 

He further explained at great length the reasons 
for hosting the Armed Forces Week and the Armed 
Forces Parade in Limpopo. He said “by hosting the 
Armed Forces Week and Parade in the Province, the 
SANDF was fulfilling the promise it made in 2018 of 
bringing the Armed Forces Week celebrations to 
the province”. 

The Army Band during the Armed Forces Day official opening parade.

SA Army members marching off during the 
Armed Forces Week opening parade.
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The overriding aim of the Armed Forces Week 
and Parade is to showcase the capabilities of all 
Arms of Services in the SANDF in order to reassure 
the South African public about its safety against 
possible external aggression.  

He thanked the South Africans for allowing the 
military to carry guns and other sophisticated 
military equipment on their behalf. He also thanked 
them for lending their dedicated daughters and 
sons who are rendering their selfless service in the 
military in defence of the Republic of South Africa.

Furthermore, he outlined the entire programme for 
the Armed Forces Week by announcing the different 
activities such as the Fan Park, where the Defence 
Reserves Division exhibited together with other SANDF 
Services and Divisions as well as GEPF, Armscor and 
Military Ombud. He encouraged the community to 
come and visit the military equipment displays and 
have the opportunity to interact, be educated and 
be informed of the SANDF’s capabilities including 
watching the live military capability demonstrations 
by all four Arms of Service.

In addition, Gen Yam informed the audience, 
especially school learners about the Military Skills 
Development System exhibition stall which provided 

Military personnel 
observing the Fan Park 
opening ceremony.

Lt Col Zola Nombida (SOI PO LP) and members of Defence 
Reserves exhibiting, promoting and marketing the Reserve 

Force Service System.

vital career related information to the learners from 
14 to 19 February 2020 at the Fan Park.

He informed the learners that they would be allowed 
to complete the MSDS application forms on the 
spot with the aid of Human Resource Recruitment 
Personnel at the Fan Park.

He then concluded his opening speech by declaring 
Armed Forces Week celebrations officially opened.  
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T
he Defence Reserves Division of the South 
African National Defence Force (SANDF) 
brought diverse civilian and military 

stakeholders together on Thursday 12 March 2020 
for its Formal Guest Evening at the Army College’s 
Paratus Mess in Thaba Tshwane.

Chief Defence Reserves, Major General (Maj Gen) 
Roy Andersen had requested the company of 
not only senior representatives of the SANDF, its 
Reserves and Officers Commanding of Reserve 
Force units, but also office holders from the public, 
private and civil sectors with ties to the Defence 
Force. 

The evening’s Programme Director, Defence 
Reserves Provincial Office Gauteng, Senior Staff 

Officer Colonel Sipho Majombozi presided, with the 
blessing of the evening and meal by South African 
Army Chaplain (Reverend) Sebataolo Loate. An 
introduction by Director Defence Reserves Brigadier 
General (Brig Gen) Debbie Molefe set proceedings 
in motion. 

South African Maritime Safety Authority (SAMSA) 
Acting CEO, Mr Sobantu Tilayi delivered a short 
speech on the importance of strengthening the ties 
between the Defence Force’s Reserves and the public, 
especially where advantage can be derived from the 
South African maritime industry by all parties to the 
benefit of the country. The Pretoria-headquartered 
SAMSA, is a South African government agency that 
falls under the Department of Transport. It promotes 
South Africa’s maritime interests, looking after the 

Defence Reserves Division Formal Guest Evening 
Brings Civilian and Military Stakeholders Together 

Article and photographs by: Capt J.J.P. de Vries, Directorate SA Army Reserve

Chief Defence Reserves, Maj Gen Roy Andersen and Director Army 
Reserves Brig Gen Gerhard Kamffer in conversation prior to the             

Formal Guest Evening dinner.

Director Defence Reserves, Brig Gen 
Debbie Molefe welcomes guests.
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SA Army College, venue for the Defence Reserves Division’s                
Formal Guest Evening.

Formal Guest Evening Programme Director, 
Colonel Sipho Majombozi hosting with flair! 

Guests following proceedings in the wonderfully decked out venue at SA Army College. 
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Guests socialising before the commencement of the dinner.

South African Maritime Safety Authority 
(SAMSA) Acting CEO, Mr Sobantu 

Tilayi encouraged greater civil military 
cooperation.

safety of life at sea, and ensures that vessels in South African 
waters do not pollute its oceans. Commenting on the potential 
for good coming from the networking possibilities between 
the Reserves and the public, private and civil sectors, Mr Tilayi 
stated that “It is possible to build these collaborations, and we 
have very good conversations here, and I can see a lot more 
possibilities in us coming together”.

The event also served as a platform upon which Brigadier 
General Molefe bade a fond and heartfelt farewell to Colonel 
Magdalena (Lollie) van der Merwe after thirty one years of active 
military service. Speaking on behalf of Chief Defence Reserves 
and his office staff, friends of the Reserves, members of the 
Defence Reserve Board (DRB), members of the Reserve Force 
Council (RFC) and Defence Provincial Liaison Council (DPLC) 
members, Brig  Gen Molefe thanked Colonel van der Merwe for 
her “... willingness, readiness and selflessness to remain loyal 
at all times”. All, were going to miss Colonel van der Merwe’s 

“mischievous laughter and giggling, humorous expressions 
and smile.”
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In a short response to Brigadier General Molefe’s 
words of farewell, Colonel van der Merwe took to 
the podium and responded thus- “I served under 
very special and very outstanding commanders 
and a lot of exceptional soldiers from whom I 
learned a lot... You enriched my life and it will be 
with gratitude that I will remember my soldiering”. 

A take-away from the Formal Guest Evening was that 
cooperation and coexistence between the citizen 
soldiers of the SANDF Reserves and commercial 
and industrial partners would contribute to greater 
safety, security and prosperity in South Africa.   

Seen at left, Colonel Magdalena (Lollie) van der 
Merwe listens to the farewell address delivered 
for her by Director Defence Reserves, Brigadier 

General Molefe.

Colonel van der Merwe expressing her thanks for 
Defence Reserves Division’s farewell message.

Director Defence Reserves, Brig 
Gen Molefe hands over a token 

of appreciation to Colonel van 
der Merwe.
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The corridors and lecture halls at the Telkom Centre 
for Learning in Olifantsfontein were filled with 
camouflage from Monday 24 to Friday 28 February 
2020 as members of the South African Army Reserve 
conducted their week-long computer coding course.

Defence Reserves’ Provincial Gauteng Office 
Senior Staff Officer, Colonel Sipho Majombozi took 
the initiative to liaise with the Telkom Foundation 
regarding a possible training opportunity for 
members of the Reserves. Telkom Foundation 
subsequently stepped up to serve as the project 
overseer, with training facilitated by Nunnovation 
Africa Foundation, to benefit Army Reserve 
members.

The aim of the course was to equip beneficiaries with 
problem solving abilities through design thinking, 
and furnish relevant skills which are applicable in 
the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) driven digital 
economy. The course also equips participants with 
team work, collaboration and presentation skills that 
allow them to express their ideas in a business sense.

Director Defence Reserves, Brigadier General  (Brig 
Gen) Debbie Molefe and Director Army Reserve 
(Army Res), Brig Gen Gerhard Kamffer were on 
hand on the first day alongside numerous senior 
South African National Defence Force (SANDF) 
Reserve representatives for the Welcome and 
Introductory phase of the course. Both the course 
presenters and participants had a great deal to 
learn from each other during the five days!

The course programme saw a pre-assessment 
for participants with an introduction to the 

laptops they would be using, as well as 
sensitisation to the ‘New World 

of Work’ and ‘Design 

Members of the SA Army Reserve Succeed in Week-
long Telkom Foundation Computer Coding Training 

Through Provincial Office Gauteng

Article and photographs by: Capt J.J.P. de Vries, Directorate SA Army Reserve

Work’. The 4IR opportunities for the Defence Force 
were highlighted, as well as elaboration on the 
importance of using the ‘Business Model Canvas’ 
when conceptualising an application and how it is 
to be made viable. Members were divided into two 

Data Science group participant utilising Hypertext Markup 
Language (HRML) for presentation illustrations.
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large groups, one focusing on Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) and the other on Data Science, with further 
smaller groups picking themes under which to 
develop App concepts that would be to the benefit 
of the Department of Defence, the SANDF and 
the country at large. Assessments in coding and 
prototyping of applications culminated in an online 
test, and thereafter groups prepared to deliver their 
presentations on the final day of the course.

Members were in fine form upon successfully 
concluding their introductory course in computer 
coding, opening up diverse possibilities for these 
part-time soldiers to put the beneficial advances in 
technology to good use in both the civil and military 
environment. 

The final day saw the executing of presentations to 
Chief Defence Reserves, Major General (Maj Gen) 
Roy Andersen; Director Def Res, Brig Gen Debbie 
Molefe and Director Army Res, Brig Gen Gerhard 
Kamffer.

The presentations included topics focusing on 
but not limited to applications developed to 
tackle the efficient stocking and issuing of military 
uniforms from quartermaster stores, the reporting 
of sexual offenses, capturing of the information 
of undocumented persons illegally crossing the 
country’s landward borders, an interactive portal for 
contextual information on the Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) and a platform for assisting the work of 
the Military Ombud’s office.

Course participants are given an introduction to the systems they will be using during the course.

Chief Defence Reserves, Maj Gen Roy Andersen 
and Director Army Reserves Brig Gen Gerhard Kamffer lead 

the Reserves delegation to the presentation phase on 
the final day of the course.
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SA Army Signal and Infantry Formation members working 
together to create innovative Artificial Intelligence Solutions.

The Artificial Intelligence group receiving further instruction.

Chief Defence Reserves, Major 
General Roy Andersen addressing course facilitators and 

participants.

Major General Andersen took the opportunity 
to thank the participants for the presentations 
delivered, especially considering the foresight with 
which groups chose design thinking, data analysis, 
artificial intelligence and machine learning driven 
topics that addressed pressing challenges facing 
the country where the Defence Force can assist.
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Telkom Foundation Head Ms Sarah Mthintso 
thanked the members of the SANDF for their 
enthusiasm during the course, highlighting 
the valuable perspectives that Telkom 
Foundation, Nunnovation Africa Foundation 
and Army Reserves members could give 
each other in the process.

Certificates were handed out to course 
participants before concluding the 
programme with a group photograph and 
members thereafter returning to their units 
and homes in Gauteng and around the 
country.

Referencing a quote attributed to data 
scientist and statistician W. Edwards 
Deming used by one of the members during 
their group presentation to illustrate how to 
use information creatively to good effect, 
this parting thought... “Without data, you’re 
just another person with an opinion”.  

Senior Staff Officer Provincial Office Gauteng, Colonel S.L. 
Majombozi speaks at the closing ceremony for the Telkom 
computer coding course.

Telkom Foundation Head, Ms Sarah Mthintso thanks 
the SANDF Reserves delegation and participants for 

a successful course.

Course facilitators, participants and representatives of the SANDF Reserves before the conclusion of 
the final day’s programme.

An Artificial Intelligence sub-group thrashes out its app 
Business Model Canvas.
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T
he University Reserve Training Programme – 
or URTP as the programme is known amongst 
the students – is a military training programme 

rolled-out to the extent the budget permits, on the 
campuses of selected tertiary academic institutions. 
The purpose of the URTP is the enhancement of the 
professional, intellectual and leadership capacity of 
the South African National Defence Force (SANDF) 
Reserves. 

The Reserves are the part-time component of the 
SANDF and therefore students, who voluntarily join 
the URTP, are trained and utilised in a part-time 
capacity. 

The concept of voluntary part-time military training 
for registered students at academic institutions 
has been the practice in certain foreign countries 
for many years. The SANDF embarked on this 

The University Reserve Training                            
Programme (URTP) − Update 

Article and photographs by: Col M.E. van Wyk

SA Army URTP members on parade. 

SAAF URTP members. 
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concept in 2005 when the SA Military Health Service launched a 
pilot programme in Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal with the view to 
recruiting talented young South Africans under- and post-graduates 
for training and appointment as junior officers in the SANDF. 

Following results of the pilot programme, the Military Command 
Council in 2008 approved the further development and roll-out of 
the URTP by all Services. The SA Army was the first Service to roll-
out the programme when 60 students were selected for training in 
2011 at the University of the Free State and the Central University 
of Technology. The other Services followed the example of the 
SA Army in 2012 whereby the programme was introduced to the 
students of six other universities with the objective of enhancing 
their capacity and scarce skills requirements. 

SA Navy URTP members.

Three Troop commanders 2 Lts L.S. Nxangani, T.L. Twapa and T.M. 
Motshwane share a moment with Brig Gen S.D Molefe. 2 Lt Motshwane is 
a product of the URTP pilot course presented at Bloemfontein in 2011 and 

2012.

The URTP is conducted in a 
modularised manner during university 
holidays and recess periods as well 
as over certain weekends. These 
training periods are planned to fit 
in the academic programme of the 
students and tertiary institutions. 
Each member must complete Basic 
Military Training successfully before 
he or she can be accepted on the 
Officers Formative Course. After 
successful completion of Officers 
Formative Course, depending on the 
Arm of Service and the outcomes 
of a selection board, these Reserve 
Force members are then eligible for 
promotion to the rank of lieutenant. 

Since 2011, three hundred and 
sixteen students have enlisted in the 
Reserves to undergo military training 
during the university vacations. 

Some of the success stories from 
this programme can be seen in 
the current utilisation of officers in 
important deployments throughout 
the country in Operation NOTLELA 
and on the borders of South                  
Africa with Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
Botswana and Eswatini. 

The most recent development in 
this programme is the April 2020 
approval by the Minister of Defence 
and Military Veterans (MOD&MV) 
of the promotion of approximately 
130 individuals from the Army 
URTP to the substantive rank of 
Lieutenant. Army formations are in 
an ongoing process of issuing letters 
of appointment to these individuals 
for their signature; that makes 
the appointment substantive. 
Outstanding approvals for 
appointment are being 
processed.  
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T
he Chief of the SA Army, Lieutenant General 
(Lt Gen) L.K. Mbatha was welcomed to 
Directorate SA Army Reserve in Pretoria on 

Wednesday 22 April 2020, on a whirlwind week’s 
schedule visiting the Army’s Chief Directorates, 
Directorates, Formations and units.

Director SA Army Reserve, Brigadier General (Brig 
Gen) H.J.G. Kamffer delivered an information 
brief to Chief Army on the status of the Army 
Reserve as well as of decentralised procurement, 
commercialisation and reskilling developments 
pertaining to Project KOBA-TLALA.  

Chief SA Army Visits Directorate SA Army Reserves

Article and photographs by: Capt J.J.P. de Vries, Directorate SA Army Reserves

Lt Gen Mbatha and his 
delegation heading to 
the Directorate Army 

Reserves premises for a 
briefing session.

Director SA Army Reserve, 
Brig Gen Kamffer welcoming 
Chief SA Army, Lt Gen Mbatha.
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The South African National Defence Force 
(SANDF) was deployed in support of the 
South African Police Service (SAPS) during 

this challenging time while the world and the RSA 
suffered from an outbreak of the dreaded disease 
being the Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19).  Initially 
only one sub unit was deployed per province to 
support the SAPS to enforce lockdown regulations.  
General Botha Regiment (GBR) was therefore 
instructed on 27 March 2020 to call up and prepare 
a Company for this purpose.

The call-up was positively received by Reserve 
Force members of GBR, who heeded the call, 
rushed to the unit and were all present on the 
morning of 28 March 2020.  Administration 
arrangements were completed and the necessary 
confirmations, in-post training and combat ready 
verification commenced.  All the members were 
eager to support the deployment, but fear of the 
“unknown enemy” could be felt, by all present.

On the afternoon of 3 April 2020, the instruction 
was received that the Company needed to deploy.  
It was decided that the Charlie Company Head 
Quarters would remain at GBR lines with Platoon 
1 and would be responsible for the Barberton area.  
Platoon 2 would deploy to the Mkhondo area and 
Platoon 3 would deploy to Badplaas.  Platoon 
3 deployed that same evening, while Platoon 2 
deployed in the early morning of 4 April 2020.

Platoon 3 did planning with the SAPS cluster in the 
Badplaas area in the early morning of 4 April 2020, 
there after the deployment commenced.  Platoon 3 
was tasked to execute vehicle patrols with Carolina 
SAPS.  While on patrol, they found an alcohol outlet 
(shebeen) that was selling liquor illegally.  The 
outlet was operated by three foreign nationals.  
All three foreign nationals were arrested and the 
alcohol confiscated.  The street value of the alcohol 
amounted to R84 874.  This was a big triumph for the 

Reserves within the first hours of their deployment. 

Platoon 2 jointly conducted a road block with 
members of Mkhondo SAPS in the evening of                       
4 April 2020 in the area of Mkhondo town.  A suspect 
was arrested with contraband (40 x boxes of illegal 
cigarettes) with a street value of R400 000.  Once 
again a huge success for the Reserves as part of the 
operation within the first 24 hours of their deployment.  
Platoon 1, in conjunction with the SAPS of Barberton, 
arrested members of the public who contravened the 
lockdown regulations in the Barberton area on 5 April 
2020.  The successes achieved are proof of the well-
disciplined and positive attitudes of the Reserves 
who were augmenting the Regular Force, as well as 
the value that the Reserves add to safeguarding the 
Republic of South Africa at large.   

The Chief in the Badplaas area made a hall available 
for the Platoon to be accommodated. This positive 
gesture was proof that the disciplined behaviour of 
the members of GBR was well displayed and the 
public received the SANDF and the Reserves 
positively.  

General Botha Regiment Deploys as Part of 
Operation NOTLELA in Mpumalanga

Article by: Lt Col N. Koen, SO1 PO MP
Photograph by: 2Lt M.W. Ndwandwe

SANDF Members from General Botha Regiment,                                   
Platoon 3 and members from SAPS with the                          

confiscated illegal alcohol.
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T
he Gunners’ Association of South Africa 
presented pens to Gunners, both Regular 
and Reserve Force, deployed in the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, on the borders 
and within South Africa. The aim of this initiative 
was to thank and show solidarity with Gunners 
from the Artillery and the Air Defence Artillery 
Formations, participating in Operations MISTRAL, 
CORONA and NOTLELA.

The first pen was presented to Chief of Joint 
Operations, Lieutenant General (Lt Gen) Rudzani 
Maphwanya by Chief Defence Reserves, Major 
General (Maj Gen) Roy Andersen on behalf of the 
National Chairman, Gunner (Gnr) Niel Wiid.

Gnr Wiid stated “we are very proud of the role being 
played by the South African National Defence 
Force and by our fellow Gunners in particular. The 
Gunners’ Association will continue to support all 
serving Gunners and this pen is a small token of 
appreciation”.  

Gunners’ Association Presents Pens                             
to Deployed Gunners

Article by: Maj Gen R.C. Andersen, Chief Defence Reserves
Photographs supplied by: Maj Gen R.C. Andersen, Chief Defence Reserves and Deployed Units

The presented pen.

Delighted SANDF members in DRC after they were presented 
with the pens from the Gunners’ Association of South Africa.

A parcel 
containing the 

pens to be flown 
to the Gunners in 

the DRC.

Parcel ready to be 
couriered to the DRC.
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Gunner N. Wiid, National Chairman of the 
Gunners’ Association.

Chief Defence Reserves, Maj Gen R.C. 
Andersen and Chief of Joint Operations Lt Gen 

R. Maphwanya acknowledging one another.

Gunner K. Ashton handing a Gunners’ 
Association pen to Lt Col M. Goetham OC 

Autshumato Anti-Aircraft Regiment.

Gunners’ Association presented pens to deployed Gunners.

Air Defence Artillery Gunners receiving their pens.
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On 15 May 2020, the newly appointed 
Chief SA Army Lieutenant General (Lt 
Gen) Lawrence Khulekani Mbatha and 

his delegation, visited Army Support Base (ASB)
Limpopo and other nearby units. The aim of the visit 
was to introduce and familiarise himself with ASB 
Limpopo and other nearby units’ personnel such 
as Nngungunyane Field Maintenance, Limpopo 
Signal Unit and Mapungubwe Regiment formerly 
known as Regiment Christiaan Beyers.   

Throughout this visit, Gen Mbatha did not only 
introduce himself but also went the extra mile 
by giving the members the platform to voice 
whatsoever challenges they encounter in the Army. 

The first opportunity was given to the Officer 
Commandings of the various units to discuss their 
challenges. This was done after OCs made their 
presentations in an effort to orientate the Chief to 

their work environment. 

Lt Gen Mbatha was pleased to 
know the levels of forces 

in Limpopo province and he promised support to 
the Commanders of the different units. He also 
indicated his intent to ascertain the conditions of 
service in units so as to improve them to the level 
fit of Army Reserve members. He said it should be 
known by every Officer Commanding in the whole 
South African Army.

The rationale behind C Army which qualifies as 
a working visit, remained constant as it has in 
the previous four provinces and had a threefold 
purpose namely: to introduce himself as the newly-
appointed Chief of our landward forces, to meet 
and interact with ordinary members of the SA Army 
and lastly to assess the state of SA Army units by 
receiving detailed presentations and conducting 
a physical inspection of the facilities, vehicles and 
infrastructure. 

On the other hand, the golden opportunity was 
also afforded to lower ranks to talk to Chief Army 
directly. It was very interesting and fascinating 
because the members, especially the Reserve 
Force members at Mapungubwe Regiment, 

Visit to Army Support Base Limpopo and Nearby 
Units by Newly Appointed Chief SA Army,                            

Lt Gen L.K. Mbatha

Article by: Lt Col Z. Nombida, SO1 PO LI
Photographs by: Cpl N.S. Ntsoane, Mapungubwe Regiment Counter Intelligence NCO   

Chief SA Army during inspection at Mapungubwe Regiment.
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however, attempts by the SANDF to resolve this challenge through 
initiatives like Project KOBA-TLALA together with efforts by the 
Defence Reserve Support Boards (DRSBs) in the provinces. 

The members complained about promotion and lack of opportunities 
to attend courses. For example, members remain in one rank for 
years without any hope of promotion and as a result cannot provide 
for their families. 

The visit was concluded with dinner at Mapungubwe Regiment 
with corporate gifts being presented to Acting Chief 
Army and Infantry Formation General Officer 
Commanding, Brig Gen B. Mkula.  

Lt Col Z. Nombida, SO1 Def Res PO LP, 
raising concerns affecting Reserves in all 

Arms of Service.

Chief SA Army during inspection at Mapungubwe Regiment.

Cpl N.S. Ntsoane, Counter Intelligence 
Non Commission Officer raising concerns 

affecting Reserves. Officer Commanding, Mapungubwe Regiment, Lt Col  W.L. Madikoto, Chief SA 
Army Lt Gen L.K. Mbatha, GOC Infantry Formation, Acting Brig Gen B. Mkula 

and Director Army Reserve Brig Gen Kamffer during  the inspection.

appreciated the opportunity to be 
able to voice their views about their 
work environment.

What came out very strongly from 
the members was the dissatisfaction 
emanating from the Reserve Force 
Service System that denies the youth 
an opportunity to have stable jobs in 
order to look after their families. 

They stated categorically that most 
of the youth in the Reserve Force 
do not have businesses to sustain 
themselves while still waiting for 
inconsistent call-ups. There are 
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“We must never forget why we have, and why we 
need our military. Our armed forces exist solely to 
ensure our nation is safe, so that each and every 
one of us can sleep soundly at night, knowing we 
have ‘guardians at the gate’”(Allen West). 

Certainly, this expression is also applicable when 
Reserves at grassroot level have questions about 
the implementation of the Updated Reserves Force 
Service System (URFSS), especially the Mzantsi 
Home Guard concept – why we have it and why 
we need it.  Another important question is “How do 
we tailor Missions to Support the Developmental 
Agenda of Government?”

The previous Chief of the SA Army Lieutenant 
General L. Yam, proposed the Mzantsi Home Guard 
concept to be further investigated and rolled out. 

Part and parcel of the South African National 
Defence Force (SANDF) strategy is the URFSS and 
its elements.  Amongst others, these include the 
Mzantsi Home Guard concept.  Therefore, included 
in the annual Strategic Management Process (SMP) 
updates, the URFSS and the Mzantsi Home Guard 
(MHG) concept are (or must) also be updated.

The URFSS and its elements are part and parcel 
of the SANDF's strategy. The aim with this article is 
to elucidate progress with the development of the 
Mzantsi Home Guard concept. It will also explain 
where this concept fits into the URFSS and what the 
basic elements that can be regarded as building 
blocks consist of.

The requirement or need

The SA Army's approach to Force Preparation 
addresses all the requirements put to the SA 

Army by the SANDF strategy as well as all 
identified programmes to improve its 

service delivery to the South 
African nation.

The following functional responsibilities are derived 
from the SA Army Mandate to: 

• provide supported combat-ready forces to 
C Army and C J Ops;

• prepare combat-ready forces for contingen-
cies;

• prepare combat-ready forces for conventional 
operations; and

• prepare combat-ready forces for Millitary Op-
erations Other Than War (MOOTW);

• contribute to military-related civil and social re-
sponsibilities.

From the above, it is clear that the Reserves, by way 
of the URFSS (including the Mzantsi Home Guard) 
have a key role to play, especially in terms of:

• preparing combat-ready forces for contingen-
cies; and 

• contributing to military-related civil and social 
responsibilities.

The Mzantsi Home Guard and the Updated 
Reserve Force Service System

The Mzantsi Home Guard concept is one of the four 
categories within the URFSS.

The Director Army Reserve, Brig Gen H.J.G. Kamffer, 
describes the concept as follows: “This function is 
an organised and coordinated blanket coverage of 
the RSA’s rural and semi-rural areas to enhance the 
collection of information. This requirement will allow 
the SANDF to become proactive in its approach to 
operations and to ensure a much quicker and more 
comprehensive flow of information than is currently 
the case. This element can be defined as a ‘home 
guard’ system – also referred to as the Mzantsi Home 
Guard. This system must be linked with and structured 
to support the developmental agenda of Government 
as well as the C SANDF Project KOBA-TLALA.”

The Mzantsi Home Guard Concept as Part of the 
Updated Reserve Force Service System 

Article by: Lt Col (Dr) P.J. Coetzer, SA Army Reserve
Photographs by: Lt Col (Dr) Philip Coetzer and Lt Z. Nkabinde
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The Mzantsi Home Guard: Challenges and 
elements

Particular challenges were identified, upon which 
preliminary elements of the Mzantsi Home Guard 
concept were decided on. Diagram 01 indicates 
these challenges as:

• organised and co-ordinated blanket coverage 
to enhance collection of information;

• support to the development agenda of Gov-
ernment;

• support to communities in distress, and
• possible disaster scenarios. 

According to these, the elements from which 
the Mzantsi Home Guard concept had to make 
provision initially were identified. The environment 
of which we as the military form part, is dynamic and 
changes in this environment are the only constant. 
Work has been done to update and finalise this 
concept. More information will be available soon.

Elements (building blocks) of the Mzantsi 
Home Guard Concept

When development of the concept commenced, 
particular building blocks were identified, namely:

• community development and liaison interven-
tions;

• basic intelligence;
• water and sanitation training, as well as water 

purification training; and
• disaster management orientation.

These building blocks were based on an intensive 
environmental scan and in line with identified 
preparation areas based on certain challenges.

Next, these challenges (why we need them) and 
the elements (why we have them) are explained in 
Diagram 01.

Diagram 01.
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Successes so far

Diagram 01 provides a basic framework in terms 
of which reports can be provided. Next, a few 
examples are given to explain progress.

• Basic intelligence support

 Continued instability requires an intelligence 
capability to be sensitive to a more complex 
environment. The aim is to provide tactical in-
telligence in support of the intelligence operat-
ing system of the SA Army.

 - The School for Tactical Intelligence has 
already developed a curriculum based 
on basic tactical intelligence.

 - Members who have undergone the                       
C SANDF Project KOBA-TLALA orien-
tation training will now be prioritised to 
undergo a five-day “Basic Tactical Intel-
ligence training” course.

• Community development; liaison and fa-
cilitation

 An effort was made to prepare Reserves to as-
sist with the implementation of the C SANDF 
Project KOBA-TLALA in every province in 
South Africa. This was done in preparation 
and deployment of a force multiplier in sup-
port of development. It was also endeavoured 
to develop strong skills and capabilities in  
civil-military co-ordination.

 - Trained teams in each province have al-
ready undergone their practical training 
to be utilised in communities.

 - Trained teams are available in each for-
mation in the SA Army for utilisation in 
support of the developmental agenda 
of Government.

• Water purification and water sanitation

 - A relevant military curriculum to be fol-
lowed has been prepared under the 

leadership of the School of Engi-
neers.

 - Sixty members have already been trained 
and utilised to assist communities in dis-
tress and to provide fresh water, as we have 
seen during Op NOTLELA.

 - Forty-three members trained in basic 
water and sanitation aspects (SETA-ac-
credited training), obtained practical ex-
perience in the Vaal Triangle and in the 
Northern Free State, and have started as-
sisting communities.

• Disaster management

 We need to be prepared for increasingly more 
complex disasters and offer effective disaster 
response efforts. This includes the provision 
of prompt and skilled support in response to 
disasters. A priority was to do capacity building 
and skill development in this important area.

 - Two Reserve units in the Free State 
(Thaba Bosiu Armoured Regiment and 
Chief Albert Luthuli Regiment) and one 
unit in Mpumalanga (General Botha Regi-
ment) have already qualified to be utilised 
as part of Incident Command System 
management teams in these provinces. 
The knowledge and experience of these 
members contribute further to the suc-
cess of Op NOTLELA.

 - The focus was also on training Reserves 
in other basic elements like firefighting 
and first aid. More than 220 members 
have received training in basic firefighting 
and first aid. All these courses are SAQA-
accredited training courses.

These interventions endeavour to equip members 
with appropriate knowledge, skills and attitudes to 
advance the credibility and professionalism of the 
Mzantsi Home Guard.

The skills development and education efforts 
must have a meaningful impact, not only on the 
developmental needs of the SANDF, but also on 
the individual’s life.



29RESERVE FORCE, THE SANDF’S EXPANSION CAPABILITY

Summary

Certainly, it can be concluded summarily by saying 
that the Mzantsi Home Guard concept, apart from 
the important elements that have already been 
identified, should also give attention to the following 
aspects to address the questions about why we 
have it and why we need it:

• Focus on the strategic impact that is repre-
sented by a territorial structure.

• Enhance civil-military effectiveness.
• Address the importance of engagement be-

tween our Reserves as peacekeepers and 
communities and the need for community de-
velopers and interpreters. 

• Develop strong skills and capabilities in civil-
military co-ordination.

• Establish a rapid response capability.

When the increasingly complex disasters and 
complex disaster-response are necessary, 
environment-related challenges are considered as 
examples of why we have and need a Mzantsi Home 
Guard concept. The most important aspects are 
certainly recognising the importance of prevention 
and preparation, the critical role of military liaison 
personnel, the critical need for good and effective 
relationships and trust. These aspects are of 
critical importance to provide the required outputs 
effectively and meaningfully.

The Mzantsi Home Guard concept must support 
the URFSS and furthermore take cognisance of the 
Defence Review 2015 (Goals 1-3) to be appropriate, 
relevant, ready for conflict as it may manifest, and 
for developmental and other ordered tasks (Goal 4).

In the short-term, there won’t be a separate 
structure but current serving members in units, will 
be selected, trained, orientated and utilised for this 
purpose.

It must be structurally aligned, culturally appropriate 
and socio-economically aligned, as is echoed so 
often!

The Mzantsi Home Guard could be a symbol of the 
state of our country and its independence.

The Mzantsi Home Guard could just be the primary 
force to:

• prepare combat-ready forces for contingen-
cies; and 

• contribute to military-related social and civil 
responsibilities.

It could also just provide the crux of the Reserves 
and be the spearhead to serve our nation in 
turbulent and uncertain times.

It has a key role to play in the SA Army Strategy!   

Fresh water to communities in distress during                           
Op NOTLELA.
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The Chief of the South African Army (C Army), 
Lieutenant General (Lt Gen) L.K. Mbatha 
visited General Botha Regiment (GBR) in 

Mpumalanga on 20 May 2020. This visit formed 
part of the C Army's nationwide familiarisation tour 
to South African Army Regular and Reserve Force 
units and bases.

This scheduled visit saw C Army visiting 4 South 
African Infantry Battalion in Middelburg before he 
proceeded to visit GBR in Barberton. As a result, 
C Army arrived at GBR around 17:00 in the early 
evening. He was accompanied by Brigadier 
General (Brig Gen) H.J.G. Kamffer, Brig Gen N.E. 
Mkhize, Brig Gen B. Mkula, Brig Gen M. Dyakopu, 
Brig Gen F.M. Moni, and other support personnel. 
Upon their arrival, they received a warm welcome 
from the Officer Commanding (OC) of GBR, 
Lieutenant Colonel (Lt Col) S.A. Mbuyazi.

Due to time constraints, it was decided that C Army 
would first do a unit’s line inspection before the sun 
set. It was then followed by an address to the unit’s 
members and lastly he heeded to the detailed 
briefing that was prepared by the OC.  

During the inspection of the unit, C Army received 
an enthusiastic site briefing by SSgt Nkosi who 
presented to him on the Project KOBA-TLALA 
initiative in the unit.  This was done at the well-
developed and neat garden within the unit lines.  
He was enlightened about the garden that has not 
been funded by Project KOBA-TLALA but rather that 
it came into existence due to the positive attitudes 
of the unit’s members who contributed towards the 
purchasing of seedlings for the garden.  C Army 
commended the members on their contributions 
made and encouraged them to continue with the 
initiative in order for it to expand.  He indicated 
that he was enthralled by the garden and that he 
could see that the members responsible with it 
pride themselves with the worked piece of land.  
The inspection concluded with Lt Col Mbuyazi 
highlighting all the issues concerning the unit.

After the inspection, C Army addressed the huge 
number of members of the unit that consisted of 
the support personnel on call-up, a grouping of 
Operation NOTLELA as well as the company that is 
in the unit that is busy with pre-deployment training.  
This address included a questions and answers 
session which continued well beyond sunset while 
C Army remained positive and responding to the 
various questions that were posed by the unit 
members who were present.

The day ended with the OC giving a 
detailed presentation on the  status of the 
Reserve motorised infantry unit. Some of the 
accomplishments highlighted by the OC included 

Chief SA Army Visits General Botha                        
Regiment in Mpumalanga 

Article and photographs by: Lt Col N. Koen, SO1 PO MP

C Army greets GBR unit members.
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the successful deployment in 2018. The pre-
deployment preparations to deploy in September 
2020 while providing guard services to Regional 
Works Unit (RWU) in Limpopo.  The unit also saw 
98 members of the unit receiving Project KOBA-
TLALA training that includes subjects such as 
Community Development and Liaison training, 
Vegetable Farming, Incident Command systems 
and Fire Fighting. GBR also actively participate 
in parades and military activities in the province 
which included activities such as assistance to 
the MOTHS, assistance to traditional leaders, 
assistance to the provincial Department of Health 
and other military parades as and when requested. 
The unit is also currently involved in Op NOTLELA 
where a company is deployed to assist and to 
support the communities during the fight against 
the COVID-19 pandemic.   

C Army was most impressed by the cleanliness of 
the terrain and facilities and the military bearing of 
GBR. He appreciated all the interactions with the 
members during his visit.  The briefing concluded 
at around 21:00 with C Army's closing remarks and 
words of appreciation to the OC of GBR and his 
personnel. The visit concluded with a late night 
dinner after which the delegation left for Nelspruit 
where their visit would continue the following day as 
per the schedule of the C Army.

GBR members appreciated C Army's visit and 
believe that it was very valuable for their military 

careers and they will forever treasure it.  GBR is 
very pleased about the conduct of its members 
during this visit and with their day to day activities.  
The unit’s dedication would see them growing from 
strength to strength and would remain a unit to be 
reckoned with.  

SSgt Nkosi briefing C Army on Project KOBA-TLALA.

C Army addressing the unit’s members while the sun sets. C Army receives a token of appreciation from 
A/GOC Infantry Formation at GBR.
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Our Memorial Gun in the Cape Town 
Company's Garden was looking a little sad 
and forlorn. For years, we just spruced her 

up with a lick of paint just before the memorial service 
in March each year, thanks largely to NMAR’s (CFA) 
Master Warrant Officer (MWO) Bennie Havenga. 
We were much like second cousins to the guns at 
the National Memorial in Potchefstroom and frankly 
I was a little embarrassed each time I attended the 
National Memorial. What to be done, how do we raise 
the necessary funding to re-furbish. A problem the 
Western Province Branch Committee of the Gunners’ 

Association wrangled with for a long time. The Gun 
was rusting in certain areas and just slapping another 
coat of paint on was not working. So, we were mostly 
in a holding pattern.

One morning, I was contacted by an attorney who 
said that they had been looking for us for some 
time and through a private investigator, had come 
across our Facebook page. One of our members 
had passed away and had left a substantial amount 
to the Western Province Branch. The Committee 
immediately convened and amongst discussing 

investing this money at a good interest rate, we 
also discussed the re-furbishment of our most 

prized possession, the 6 inch Memorial 
Gun. It was unanimous that we 

should go ahead and 

get quotes. The best quote was from MRH a Cape 
Town based shot blasting company. My friends 
from the Cannon Association had recommended 
them as they had utilised their services before. 
It was a great match of likeminded, passionate 
people who walked us through every step with love 
and care. She was in good hands.

On the morning of collection, I had already arranged 
with the Company's Garden to allow the riggers to 
enter from the Mount Nelson side and drive down 
Government Avenue. I had invited my friend and 

photographer, Reggie Lord to witness the occasion 
and to record the upliftment on camera. It was a 
little nerve wracking to say the least waiting for the 
flatbed to arrive. Would she come away off the plinth 
easily, maybe leave her wheels behind, what about 
weight distribution, would it all work out? Reggie 
could sense my slight angst and asked how I was 
feeling. Ecstatic that this was happening and really 
looking forward to that journey but a little anxious at 
the same time. Somewhat like sending your child 
off to school on their first day. 

The riggers finally arrived with great noise of engine 
and hydraulics to much interest of tourists and the 
homeless alike standing shoulder to shoulder. The 
area was duly taped off and the very competent team 
set about with straps under the important pieces. 

Restoration of Cape Town Memorial Gun

Article by: Gnr K. Ashton 
Photographs by: Mrs R. Lord 
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Then it was time for lift off, but the balance was not 
quite right so down she went and more strapping 
now in different areas went into play.  Will the wheels 
hold? Was a thought that was constantly in my 
mind. She is extremely strong as it turned out to my 
surprise. Still the balance is not right, up and down 
she goes and a lot of head scratching. Time for a 
Gunner to take charge and direct operations.  Then 
lift-off and safe delivery onto the flatbed. Now she 
is standing only on her wheels and looks amazing. 
After safely strapping her down, off she goes up 
Government Avenue. What a morning! I need a 
whiskey but settle on a cup of tea with Reggie and 
await the call which eventually comes to say the 
Gun has been safely delivered to the MRH factory. 
Step 1 completed, now for the refurbishment.

• Shot blast to remove all rust and 100% of the 
existing coating

• Strip coat with zinc rich epoxy primer
• Spray apply one full coat of zinc rich epoxy at 

100 microns thick
• Strip coat with epoxy MIO
• Spray apply one full coat epoxy MIO at 150 

microns thick    
• Seal all gaps to prevent corrosion creep
• Finally apply one full coat of Polyurethane at 

50 microns thick

Two weeks later and the colour chosen, and the 
paint is dry; the Gun is finally ready for delivery back 

to the plinth in the Company's Garden. The riggers 
have done a great job.

An extremely successful operation and our 
compliments go to the MRH team for the diligence 
and care taken in this project. 

Now for a very proud moment at this year’s Gunners’ 
Memorial Service on 22 March 2020 and for years 
to come.

Footnote: This Gun is one of five 6 inch 26 cwt 
Howziters of Major Nugent Fitzpatrick’s six gun 
battery of Heavy Artillery used in France in World 
War I. The Gunners’ Association has also restored 
another of these guns located at the Johannesburg 
Zoo.  

The final product!
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N
elson Mandela Artillery Regiment Pipes 
and Drums (formally known as Cape Field 
Artillery Pipes and Drums) historically dates 

back to 1952 when Corporal Piper Ken Langland 
decided to form the Cape Town Stewarts School 
of Piping. In 1973 when the band’s practice 
venue lease in Woodstock was due to expire, Ken 
Langland decided to seek an alternate venue for 
practising. Cape Field Artillery Regiment was 
approached and the Officer Commanding at the 
time, the then Lieutenant Colonel Lionel Crook, who 
was an ardent admirer of pipe music, agreed that in 
exchange for the use of the facilities, the band would 
perform when required by Cape Field Artillery and 
after some lengthy consultations, the band gained 
recognition as a military pipe band. Although the 
band is seen as a military band, and with years 
of trying with endless applications, the system 
has not been adjusted to accommodate reserve 

band members to be able to go on the SANDF 
strength, but this has never stopped the band 

from being very loyal to the Regiment, 
the Artillery Formation and to the 

community.

They can be seen wearing the Royal Stewart tartan 
which is the best-known tartan of the Royal House 
of Stewart and is also the personal tartan of Queen 
Elizabeth II. Theoretically, this tartan cannot be 
worn without the express permission of the Queen. 
However, the Scottish Register of Tartans observes 
that in practice, due to its popularity, it has become 
a universal tartan, which can be worn by anyone 
who doesn’t have their own clan tartan.

In August 2019, the Regiment’s name was changed 
from Cape Field Artillery to the Nelson Mandela 
Artillery Regiment as set out by the SANDF. In line 
with the changes made by the SANDF, the band 
was renamed. Henceforth, the band is known as 
the Nelson Mandela Artillery Pipes and Drums. 
In 2019, the band moved into their new practice 
rooms at the Castle of Good Hope.

The band has shared the parade grounds and 
concert platforms with the likes of the internationally 
acclaimed SA Navy Band and frequently appears 
with the SA Army Band Western Cape. They have 
been a vital part of the Cape Town Military Tattoo 

Nelson Mandela Artillery Regiment Pipes and Drums

Article and photographs by: Maj D. Coetzee, Nelson Mandela Artillery Regiment

Members of the Nelson Mandela Artillery Regiment Pipe Band.
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over the years, as well as 
other Military Tattoos in 
South Africa. They also 
have been invited to play 
at festivals, weddings, 
funerals, and special 
occasions such as taking 
part in the programme of 

“Music of the Night” in Plymouth, England in 1998.

The band is now into its 46th year of existence and 
is currently under the leadership of its 5th Pipe-
Major Grant Scheffel, whose main responsibility is 
musical training and evaluation. The Band Master, 
WO2 AJM Imrie, is responsible for the management 
and preparation of music for the band as well as 
overseeing the Learner Piper training program. The 
band is led onto parade by Drum-Major Sgt (Ret) 
Bill White who is responsible for the drill, dress and 
discipline of the band. 

The pipers and drummers are very talented multi-
instrumentalists and enjoy creating all sorts of new 
facets to their Afro-Celtic sounds and even modern 
tunes like Sarie Marais, The Lion Sleeps Tonight, 
and Hallelujah and Shosholoza can often be heard. 
The band members are all civilian or volunteer 
musicians playing for the SANDF Reserve Force 
and come from all walks of life and in the mix you 
will find a few students, a few pensioners, banking 
officials, a travel agent, various big business 
representatives and even a winemaker. They can 
now boast of the firm ranks of 20 members as well 

as a full learner group coming up through the ranks 
who also practice at the historic Castle of Good 
Hope. The learner group includes nine very young 
learners - 7 learner pipers and 2 learner drummers 
who are diligently practicing and with the help of 
the dedicated and experienced bandsman and will 
surely become great musicians. 

Being based at the Castle of Good Hope, which is 
close to public transport hub of Cape Town, makes 
access easy for any person in the Metropole to reach 
the band who are willing to give private bagpipe and 
drumming lessons for free on a Tuesday evening or a 
Saturday morning as part of their community outreach. 
This is not the only outreach to the community they 
fulfil, as they have had a 20 year commitment to the 
Tygerberg Hospice where they play at their “Tree of 
Light” function near Christmas time every year. For 
the last 9 years, the matrics of Tafelberg High School 
have been piped into their Valedictory by one of the 
pipers of NMAR. For a good couple of years, the band 
played at the Remembrance Day parade of the Red 
Cross Children’s War Memorial Hospital. They also 
entertain members of various Retirement Centres in 
Cape Town. Together with the other two pipe bands in 
Cape Town; they often get the opportunity to entertain 
people from all over the world who are traveling on 
world cruise ships, docking in Cape Town Harbour. 
Whether on the concert platform or on parade, 
Nelson Mandela Artillery Pipes and Drums 
are proud to be a part of the Cape Town 
Pipe Band Fraternity. 

The Band on parade.

WO2 A.J.M. Imrie playing 
the lament at the Gunners’ 

Memorial Service WC.
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The Band playing at the ‘Tree of Lights'.

Performing with the 
learners of the Albion 

School of Highland 
Dancing.

NMAR Pipes and Drums leading the parade to the Houses of Parliament.
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stop the band from practicing “together”. Their dedication to play to 
perfection did not stop at all. They made use of the latest technology 
and quickly set up a Zoom conference group and practice times did 
not change…the same time on a Tuesday evening and a Saturday 
morning. They even use the “stay at home” time to hook up to online 
tutoring as well as spending online time with tutors in Johannesburg 
to improve their playing techniques. They are using everything 
possible to turn this time of social distancing to work for the band 
and not allowing it to break the band.

The sound of the bagpipes and rhythmic addition of the drums is 
a sound appreciated by many people worldwide. You don’t have 
to be Scottish to experience the emotion that can be generated by 
the moving melodies played well on a finely tuned set of bagpipes. 
Show me the person who does not “feel” the sound of some of the 
favourites like ‘Amazing Grace’ or ‘Highland Cathedral’. One can 
only salute them for setting such high standards and the example 
they set of perfecting their music and drill movements.

More information can be seen on their web page: 
www.bagpipes.co.za   

The latest community support is to 
Albion School of Highland Dancing, 
which has been promoting the 
Scottish culture of dancing for many 
years in Cape Town. They are really 
proud to be associated with this 
school in their concerts and having 
the chance for them to rehearse 
in the band rooms at the Castle 
of Good Hope. The bagpipes are 
proud to share the stage at events 
with these talented dancers.

One of the highlights for the band 
every year is when they lead the 
entire parade from Castle of Good 
Hope to the Houses of Parliament 
for the State of the Nation Address 
by the President of South Africa. 

One can only stand in total 
amazement at the dedication, 
practice and effort these members 
put into the band, showing the true 
meaning of volunteerism.  Come 
rain or sunshine (sometimes very 
hot conditions), these members 
always turn up and practice till every 
move and every note is perfect. 
That was seen again when the 
Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) 
pandemic hit the country and social 
distancing brought everything to a 
total standstill….but that did not 

COVID-19 could not stop the band from “meeting” and practising.

Entertaining concerts with all 3 Pipe Bands in Cape Town.
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Operation NOTLELA in KwaZulu-Natal                         
Area of Operation 

Article and photographs by: Capt A. Tamela, SO3 OPCOM, 
Joint Ops Tac HQ KwaZulu-Natal

GOC IPC, Brig Gen Dlomo addresses members at Durban Light Infantry.

King Shaka Regiment, together 
with Ladysmith SA Police 

Service conducted roadblocks 
at Tugela Plaza.

After the pronouncement of the South African 
National lockdown regulations effecting the 
lockdown in terms of the Disaster Management 

Act, the law enforcers were faced with the huge task 
of ensuring that the Regulations were being adhered 
to. Lockdown called for people to be confined in their 
place of residence and only go to source out essential 
goods and services, with any contravention being 
subject to punitive measures. Lots of businesses were 
also shut down during this period in order to curb the 
spread of the COVID-19 virus. 

The General Officer Commanding, KwaZulu-Natal 
Interim Provincial Command (GOC IPC), Brig 

Gen Siphiwo Dlomo was responsible for all forces 

allocated and deployed in KwaZulu-Natal Province 

in support of the South African Police Service 

(SAPS) in enforcing the lockdown regulations under 

Operation NOTLELA (Op NOTLELA). To effect this 

deployment, KwaZulu-Natal deployed Companies 

of King Shaka Regiment and Durban Light Infantry 

(Reserve Force units). 

KwaZulu-Natal province had a grand total of eight 

hundred and forty six (846) uniformed members that 

were assigned to support the SAPS, Department of 

Health (DoH) and other state departments. 
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Due to the rapid nature of the deployment, the 
allocated Force Structure Elements (FSEs) under       
J Tac HQ KZN received Mission Readiness Training 
(MRT) simultaneously with going through marrying-
up drills with other state departments. 

The GOC IPC emphasised the protection of 
deployed South African National Defence Force 
(SANDF) entities whilst in their quest to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19.  Under the command of 
the GOC IPC was 3 x Companies responsible for 
patrols and roadblocks in support of the SAPS. 

The South African Military Health Service (SAMHS) 
was deployed in support of the DoH in fighting 
the spread of COVID-19. Their duty was to 
conduct screening and testing of all uniformed 
members and support DoH in screening and 
testing the communities. They also support the 
DoH in awareness campaigns through corporate 
communications by distributing educational 
pamphlets on COVID-19 to the public. Screening 
and testing was also conducted for the public.  In 
the KZN Area of Operation there was also a naval 
capability that was deployed to do patrols at sea 
from Durban to Ponto do Ouro and the South Coast. 

The South African Air Force (SAAF) capability 
was provided by the Air Force Base Durban and 
was responsible to carry troops from one place to 
another when it was necessary to do so. 

Amongst various support by the SANDF in service 
of the people of South Africa, KwaZulu-Natal has 
water purification Engineer troops that were currently 
deployed under Op NOTLELA in corporation 
with Department of Water and Sanitation and 
Department of Social Development. The troops 
were stationed in uMkhanyakude District but also 
in different parts of the province to supply residents 
with purified and clean water. 

Regional Works Unit and Army Support Base 
Durban assisted in the delivery of water tanks 
in KwaZulu-Natal schools. This shows good 
coordination and cooperation amongst the units in 
KwaZulu-Natal Area of Operation fulfilling roles of 
SANDF in the province and for the SANDF’s role 
in the frontline of the country’s fight against this 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

King Shaka Regiment, Charlie Company conducting vehicle patrols in Durban.

Durban Light Infantry at Kwa-Dabeka conducting vehicle 
patrols with SAPS and Durban Metro Police.
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T
he Chief Army, Lieutenant General (Lt Gen) 
L.K. Mbatha had a formidable visiting 
schedule in KwaZulu-Natal, as he descended 

upon units of the Army Regulars and Reserves from 
26 to 29 May 2020, with nine Army Reserve units 
receiving him. The tour of units around South Africa 
is strongly emphasising the importance that Chief 
Army places on establishing a clear picture of the 
state of readiness of the SA Army.

Units visited were the iNgobamakhosi Carbineers 
(formerly Natal Carbineers) in Pietermaritzburg on  
27 May 2020, Umvoti Mounted Rifles in Pinetown 
and Queen Nandi Mounted Rifles (formerly Natal 
Mounted Rifles) in Durban on 28 May 2020, and 
thereafter to King Cetshwayo Artillery Regiment 
(formerly Natal Field Artillery), King Shaka Regiment 

(formerly Durban Regiment), Umkhonto Field 
Engineer Regiment (formerly 19 Field 

Engineer Regiment), KwaZulu-Natal 
Reserve Signal Unit (formerly 

84 Signal Unit), and 15 Maintenance Unit, all in 
Durban. Many Army Reserve units’ names changed 
to reflect the diversity of our country after a lengthy 
Name Review process approved by the Minister of 
Defence and Military Veterans in August 2019. 

As with the established pattern of visits thus 
far, Chief Army is welcomed by the respective 
Officer Commanding of the unit he is reviewing, 
given a tour of the unit lines which includes 
inspection of facilities, prime mission equipment 
and vehicles, a presentation on the unit’s status, 
and an all important opportunity to interact with 
the rank and file at grassroots level. With the 
exception of the iNgobamakhosi Carbineers 
garrisoned in Pietermaritzburg, Umvoti Mounted 
Rifles in Pinetown, Queen Nandi Mounted Rifles 
headquartered near Moses Mabhida Stadium and 
Durban Light Infantry at DLI Avenue in Durban, the 
majority of Army Reserve units in KwaZulu-Natal 
are found in the city’s Lord’s Ground Military Base. 

Chief Army to Interact with Reserve Force Members 
in KwaZulu-Natal at Grassroots Level

Article by: Capt J.J.P. de Vries, Directorate Army Reserve
Photographs by: Cpo L. Heine, Corporate Communications Officer KZN Naval Reserves. Sgt D. Fuze, 

iNgobamakhosi Carbineers. Pvt K.L. Gaokgethelwe, Directorate Army Reserve.

Chief Army, Lieutenant General L.K. Mbatha is accompanied by the 
Officer Commanding of the  iNgobamakhosi Carbineers (formerly the 

Natal Carbineers) Lieutenant Colonel M. Mhlope.

The Officer Commanding of the Umvoti Mounted 
Rifles, Lt Col M.S.C. Magigaba handing over a gift 

to Chief Army.



41RESERVE FORCE, THE SANDF’S EXPANSION CAPABILITY

The lockdown measures instituted during the 
COVID-19 pandemic were strictly adhered to 
during Chief Army’s visits. Despite the imposing 
atmosphere created by the Coronavirus Disease 
pandemic, Lt Gen Mbatha relished in the opportunity 
to interact with the officers, warrant officers non-
commissioned officers and other ranks of the units 
before him. Taking in the tours of premises and 
contents of presentations,  he pressed home the 
importance of “... restoring the dignity of the South 
African Army members...” and emphasised the fact 
that the Reserves are “... part of the One Force, 
entitled to opportunities to study and attend courses 
that further their careers in and out of uniform.”

All units presented on their strong contribution to 
date in Operation CORONA activities, as well as in 
assisting in national COVID-19 lockdown measures 
under Op NOTLELA. Chief Army encouraged 
those members present during his visits to make 
their voices heard on subjects of concern in their 
working environments. 

According to Director Army Reserves, Brigadier 
General H.J.G. Kamffer, who is also accompanying 
Chief Army on his nationwide tour of Army units, “The 
gesture of Chief Army is so very much appreciated 

among the troops he commands, that he comes 
to them, knowing full well that this is a team effort 
where the sentiments of Officers Commanding, 
and troops are taken into consideration.”

Just some of the points raised by troops during 
these visits were the desire to have more Reserves 
allocated or given the opportunity to attend courses, 
especially with regard to junior leader training since 
many units’ leader groups were rapidly ageing. 
This was coupled to a call for a more novel feeder 
system into the Army Reserve units other than 
those individuals coming from the Military Skills 
Development System. A need for more man-days 
for continuation training was a common refrain, 
as well as for the extension of medical benefits for 
when not called up.

There was no masking Chief Army’s desire to have 
members keep safe while deployed as part of Op 
NOTLELA combating the Coronavirus Disease, 
saying that “Our troops are the last line of defence in 
this battle against the unseen enemy, and they must 
look after themselves and their families in this time.” 
He thanked them for their immense contribution in 
Op CORONA and Op NOTLELA, to supplement the 
Regulars.

The entrance to Lord’s Ground Military Base in Durban, 
indicating its tenants King Cetshwayo Artillery Regiment 
(formerly Natal Field Artillery) commanded by Maj B.T. 

Jele, King Shaka Regiment (formerly Durban Regiment) 
commanded by Lt Col S. Linda, Umhkonto Field Engineer 

Regiment (formerly 19 Field Engineer Regiment) commanded 
by Maj S.V. Mthembu, KwaZulu-Natal Reserve Signal 
Unit (formerly 84 Signal Unit) commanded by Lt Col                              

N.J. Majozi, and 15 Maintenance Unit commanded by 
Lt Col T.J. Theophilus.

FLTR: OCs at Lord’s Ground: Lt Col Theophilus                      
(15 Maintenance Unit), Lt Col Linda (King Shaka 

Regiment), Lt Col Majozi (KZN Reserve Signal Unit)               
Chief Army Lt Gen Mbatha and Maj Mthembu 

(Umkhonto Field Engineer Regiment) presenting  
Chief Army with a gift.
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FLTR: Chief Army, Lt Gen Mbatha together 
with Brig Gen K. Makina, General Officer 

Commanding SA Army Artillery Formation with 
the Officer Commanding of King Cetshwayo 

Artillery Regiment, Maj Jele. 

Major S. Ephraim, 2IC of KwaZulu-Natal Reserve Signal unit who was the 
parade commander at Lord’s Ground, standing in front of the parade, 

ready to be addressed by Chief Army. 

Members of Durban Light Infantry commanded by Lt Col N. Gampe, ready to be 
addressed by Chief Army.

These Army Reserve Infantry, Support, 
Artillery, Armour, Engineer and Signal 
Formation units are rising to Chief 
Army’s expectations, proving during this 
province’s familiarisation visit that they 
are indeed part of the Pride of Lions’ 
One Force.  

Officer Commanding of the Queen Nandi Mounted Rifles (formerly Natal 
Mounted Rifles) Lt Col S.I. Cele commences with his unit’s presentation 

to Chief Army. 



We often hear the term active citizenship. 
However, do we fully understand what this 
term means? We could argue and be of 

the view that if we understand what this means, or 
if we could internalise such terms, they could be 
impactful.

So, what does active citizenship mean for Chief 
South African National Defence Force (C SANDF) 
Project KOBA-TLALA and is there a role for this 
in the Updated Reserve Force Service System 
(URFSS)?

The Good Governance Learning Network sees 
active citizenship as “a multi-dimensional image 
that includes vertical relationships (citizens 
engaging with the state) and horizontal relationships 
(citizen engaging with and among themselves)”. 
The National Development Plan (NDP) describes 
active citizenship as relating to rights, equalising 
opportunities, and enhancing human capabilities.

For Project KOBA-TLALA, active citizenship means 
people getting involved in their local communities 
and democracy at all levels, from towns to cities to 
nationwide activity. It is to step up for the vulnerable, 
people lacking access to essential services and 
those without access to health care services.

Active citizenship can be as small as a campaign to 
clean up a street or as big as educating young people 
about democratic values, skills, and participation. 
Active citizenship is one of the most important steps 
towards healthy societies, especially in relatively 
new democracies like South Africa, but also for the 
URFSS.

Active citizenship is a combination of knowledge, 
attitude, skills, and actions that aim to contribute 
to building and maintaining a democratic society. 
Active citizenship supports democratic cooperation 
that is based on the acceptance of universal 
human rights and the rule of law, values diversity, 
and includes the whole community.  

What Project KOBA-TLALA found most in need 
of attention was the lack of the ability on various 
educational levels to discuss and organise 
training interventions around the different kinds of 
experiences that young soldiers live through.

More and more, we see that extreme solutions are 
in demand when it comes to problems in South 
Africa. Active citizenship has a crucial role to play 
in this context to allow citizens, more specifically 
Reserves, to interrogate real solutions to problems 
rather than indulge in scapegoating, discrimination, 
and other tactics peddled by extremists.

Active citizenship could drive the building and 
cohesion of “One Force” in a way that can redefine 
the identity of the South African National Defence 
Force!  
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Active Citizenship and its Role in the Updated 
Reserve Force Service System

Lt Col (Dr) P.J. Coetzer, Directorate SA Army Reserve
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Having eagerly awaited their turn, Army 
Reserve units in Makhanda (formerly 
Grahamstown), East London and Port 

Elizabeth were delighted to welcome the Chief 
of the South African Army, Lieutenant General                 
L.K. Mbatha, during his familiarisation visits to them 
in the Eastern Cape from 3 to 5 June 2020.  Lt Gen 
Mbatha covered a wide area in the course of his 
stopovers to Army Reserve constituents, starting off 
on 3 June 2020 with two motorised infantry units - 
Chief Makhanda Regiment (formerly First City) in 
Makhanda and the Buffalo Volunteer Rifles in East 
London, moving on 4 June 2020 to a marathon 
schedule in Port Elizabeth, reviewing two more 
motorised infantry units - Chief Maqoma Regiment 
(formerly Prince Alfred's Guard) and Nelson 
Mandela Regiment (formerly Regiment Piet Retief), 
as well as Sabelo Phama Field Workshop (formerly 
32 Field Workshop) and Madiba Bay Maintenance 
Unit (formerly 19 Transit Maintenance Unit). Chief 
Army concluded his Eastern Cape Army Reserve 
unit visits on 5 June 2020, with a call on Umzimvubu 
Regiment in Port St Johns. 

As with the visits made to Army Reserve units in 
Limpopo, Mpumalanga, and KwaZulu-Natal to 
date, presentations were delivered in this province 
by Lieutenant Colonel A. Mahanjana for Chief 
Makhanda Regiment and Chief Maqoma Regiment 
respectively, Lt Col B.B. Nobanda for the Buffalo 
Volunteer Rifles, Lt Col S.S. Ntsunguzi for Nelson 
Mandela Regiment, Captain D.I. Hattingh for 
Sabelo Phama Field Workshop, Major R.H. van Hall 
for Madiba Bay Maintenance Unit, and Lt Col R.A. 
Keeton for Umzimvubu Regiment.

Visited last, Umzimvubu Regiment is definitely not 
least amongst its Army Reserve peers in the 

Eastern Cape. After taking a South African Air 
Force (SAAF) Oryx transport helicopter 

flight from Port Elizabeth to Port 

St Johns, Lt Gen Mbatha and his entourage were 
welcomed there by the officer Commanding, Lt 
Col Keeton, who together with unit members set 
about presenting the status of the regiment, with 
successes and challenges tabled that are indicative 
of those experienced by so many Army Reserve 
units around the country. 

The Mthatha and Port St Johns based Umzimvubu 
Regiment is the first traditional regiment of the Army 
Reserves to be established since 1994, founded in 
February 2016. Split between space occupied in 
14 South African Infantry Battalion (14 SAI Bn) in 
Mthatha and at the mouth of the Umzimvubu River 
in Port St Johns, its mandate is to be a centre for the 
provisioning of combat ready Specialised Infantry 
to the General Officer Commanding South African 
Army Infantry Formation in the disciplines of Jungle 
Warfare, Mountain Warfare, Air Assault and Brown 
Water (riverine) operations. 

Umzimvubu Regiment, like many of the units visited 
in the province, made a presentation to Chief Army 
that included testaments of how it contends with ever 
diminishing budgets for salaries and operational 
requirements, which in turn impacts the running of 
the unit, calling up of members for continuation and 
combat readiness training, and the serviceability 
of vehicles needed for day to day activities. The 
availability of prime mission equipment as well as 
recourse for Army Reserve members to participate 
in courses alongside their Regular counterparts 
remains a concern. Despite this, and the challenges 
imposed by the Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) 
pandemic that Chief Army praises members 
for steadfastly and safely tackling, Umzimvubu 
Regiment and its Eastern Cape Army Reserve 
fellows illustrated through their presentations and 
tours given to Chief Army that they continue to 
prepare for or deploy to Operation CORONA border 
safeguarding as well as for support to the national 

Chief Army's Visit to Eastern Cape Reserve Force 
Units Establishes Connections and Trust

Article by: Captain Jacques de Vries, Directorate Army Reserve



government's COVID-19 lockdown measures under Operation 
NOTLELA, all while maintaining high morale and fighting prowess. 

Project KOBA-TLALA remains an important mechanism in the unit for 
reskilling Army Reserves in water purification, fire fighting and security 
sector training, for when members are not in uniform. 

Commenting on the value of Lt Gen Mbatha's call on the far flung Army 
Reserve unit and its troops utilising facilities formerly occupied by the 
South African Navy in Port St Johns, Lt Col Keeton commented that 
"I think that the visit was a dealmaker for officers and troops alike... 
because we are a new regiment. To have Chief Army visit and to make 
visible our challenges in establishing a unit from scratch complete 
with training area, it was critical that he got onto the ground to see our 
situation. This is crucial to make a proper assessment and determine 
what is available for the unit to develop further, and for us to firmly 
establish our Regimental Headquarters in Port St Johns." 

In showing Chief Army the area in which the unit is based, Lt Col 
Keeton stated that "He was most impressed with what Unserviceable 
(US) and Beyond Economical Repair (BER) items we have refurbished 
and made to run again despite our circumstances. By getting Lt Gen 
Mbatha to Port St Johns and showing him the facilities into which we 
wish to expand, he has an idea of the members' tenacity and ambition 
to succeed. In conclusion, the Officer Commanding of Umzimvubu 
Regiment pivoted to the exchanges that took place in the province 
between Chief Army and the Reserves in his charge, saying that "The 
troops who interacted with him were very positive, raising relevant 
and pertinent points that the Regiment is in dire need of addressing, 
and they saw and heard that their Chief took note of those points. We 
are looking forward to the support from a Chief Army who is out to 
restore the dignity of all Army Reserve members."  
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Chief Army being 
welcomed to Port St 
Johns by members 

of Umzimvubu 
Regiment. 

Photograph by 
Lieutenant M.F. 

Manakana.

Sabelo Phama Field Workshop’s 
Acting Officer Commanding, Captain 

D.I. Hattingh delivering his unit’s 
presentation to Chief Army in Port 

Elizabeth.

Chief Army, Lt Gen Mbatha and Acting General Officer Commanding of SA Army 
Infantry Formation, Brig Gen Mkula with the token of appreciation presented by 

Umzimvubu Regiment's Officer Commanding Lt Col R.A. Keeton.
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O
n Saturday 21 March 2020, Major (Maj) 
Dalene Coetzee, MMM, DWD with 46 years’ 
of military service handed over command to 

the 47th Officer Commanding in the history of Nelson 
Mandela Artillery Regiment (NMAR). 

Command was transferred to Lieutenant Colonel (Lt 
Col) L.G. Claassen who started her military career 
in 2002 as a Regular Force Officer. She followed a 
career in the SA Artillery Corps until 2019, when she 
resigned and enlisted in the SA Army Reserve. On 
23 February 2020, she was promoted to the rank of 
Lt Col and appointed as Officer Commanding (OC) 
of the Regiment with effect from 21 March 2020.

Maj Coetzee was a living example and gave true 
meaning to being a volunteer and serving the country 
as a Reserve Force Officer. Her desire to serve, her 
knowledge and experience from both her civilian 
career as a teacher and her military career and 
her spontaneous tendency to volunteer for military 

tasks had her involved in a number of military 
initiatives and projects. Early in the 1970s her 

father, Colonel (Col) Manie Redelinghuys, 
DWD, was one of four Reserve 

Force Officers who 

successfully completed the Senior Command and 
Staff Duties Course. After completing the course, he 
was promoted from a Commandant to a Col, and 
appointed as the OC Group 4. In Maj Coetzee’s 
case, the apple did not fall far from the tree; 
remarkably, she was the first female commanding 
officer of a unit in the Commando System.

Being raised on a farm, she naturally enjoyed the 
sport of shooting and became a member of the 
WP Service Shooting team in 1995. Maj Coetzee 
enjoyed sport and a healthy lifestyle; she will be 
remembered for her true spirit of voluntarism when 
she took leave from her work in 2004 to participate 
(without military compensation) in the South African 
National Defence Force (SANDF) Endurance 
Walking Championships in Parys, Free State, as 
part of the Defence Reserves Provincial Office 
Western Cape Endurance Walking Team. Always 
ready to volunteer for tasks over and above her 
civilian job and Reserve Force responsibilities, Maj 
Coetzee was instrumental as a Committee Member 
in the planning and presentation of the Cape Town 
Military Tattoos. She is also a keen photographer 
and made it her business to promote the Reserves, 
especially NMAR, digitally. A number of her 
photographs have been used by local newspapers 
for articles involving the military. The outstanding 
quality of her photos resulted in a private company 
offering her the opportunity to accompany a wild 
life safari as the official photographer. She has a 
heart for the Reserves and the community. On 
several occasions, Major Coetzee on her own 
initiative, arranged social responsibility outreaches, 
such as Operation Winter Hope, Mandela Day and 
parcels for the Reserves on duty on Christmas Day. 
On these occasions, the needy and the Reserves 
were provided with clothing, food, treats and other 
essentials.

Nelson Mandela Artillery Regiment (NMAR)
Change of Command

Article by: Lt Col J.A. Conradie, SO1 PO WC and Mrs R. Lord
Photographs by: Mr C. Bezuidenhout

Maj D. Coetzee handing over command to                                
Lt Col L.G. Claassen
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The Reserves salute Maj Coetzee for her exceptional service. Her spirit of true voluntarism, her eagerness 
to assist and help her fellow Reserves, and her service, which more than often went beyond the call 
of duty, will sincerely be missed.

Once a Reserve, always a Reserve, we salute you!  

Curriculum Vitae − Major D. Coetzee MMM, DWD

Maj Dalene Coetzee (Née Redelinghuys) was born 
on 09 October 1955 on a farm near Oudtshoorn. 
She completed primary school in the little village 
of De Rust and then attended Outeniqua High 
School in George, where she matriculated.

She completed her teacher’s diploma at the 
Teachers College in Oudtshoorn and thereafter 
studied further, specialising in teaching hearing 
impaired and special needs pupils at the 
University of Cape Town. She also obtained a 
diploma in public relations and tour-guiding in 
the Western Cape. She was a teacher for special 
needs learners for 36 years and spent the last 
20 years of her teaching career at Tafelberg High 
School, where she taught Computer Applications 
Technology to pupils in Grades 7 to 12.

Maj Coetzee’s military career started after 
school, when she joined the South African 
Army Women's College in 1974 as one of the 4th 
intake of the college, and finished basic military 
training. Thereafter, she joined the commandos 
with the rank of Corporal (Cpl), and worked her 
way up through the ranks, completing military 
courses during the school holidays. She was 

the first woman to become an officer through the 
Commando Reserve Force. She was a member 
of Oudtshoorn Commando and then Cape Town 
Rifles. When Cape Town Rifles decided that 
they did not have place for women members, 
as women had to be area-bound, she was 
transferred to the Lions Head Commando. When 
Lions Head Commando, Wynberg Battalion 
and False Bay Commando amalgamated, Maj 
Coetzee (a Captain at the time) was appointed 
as 2IC of Two Oceans Commando. After the 
closure of the Commandos, she was transferred 
to Cape Garrison Artillery, but soon after was 
offered a post at Cape Field Artillery.

From 2003, Major Coetzee was involved with 
the Cape Town Military Tattoo, and from 2009 
until the last Tattoo in 2015, she served on the 
executive committee of the Tattoo in the position 
of Media Liaison.

She also obtained her Western Province colours 
in Service Shooting.

During her military career, Maj Coetzee was 
awarded the following Decorations and Medals:

• Military Merit Medal
• General Service Medal
• Unitas Medal
• Tshumelo Ikatelaho Medal
• Mandela Medal
• Commando Medal
• Good Service Medal (10 Year)
• De Wet Decoration (20 Year)
• De Wet Medal + Bar (30 Year)

Maj Coetzee served the South African Defence 
Force (SADF) and the SANDF for 46 years as a 
volunteer.
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T
he Chief of the Army, Lieutenant General  (Lt 
Gen) L.K. Mbatha commenced on 13 May 
2020 with a nationwide familiarisation tour of 

South African Army Regular and Reserve units and 
bases. Limpopo was the first provincial destination, 
with whistle stops at units in Thohoyandou, 
Phalaborwa, Makhado and Polokwane. With a tight 

schedule in hand, Chief Army paid a visit on 15 
May 2020 to Ngungunyane Field Workshop 

(formerly 7 Field Workshop) in Polokwane 
where they were hosted by 

the Technical Support Reserve unit’s Officer 
Commanding, Major T.A. Sehume.

The unit has moved many times since it was 
originally formed in 1992, finding itself first on the 
East Rand, then to Pretoria where its activities went 
dormant in the late 1990s before finding its way to 
Polokwane upon re-establishment in 2013. As with 
the changes in location it has experienced, the unit 
adopted its new name to honour the fighting legacy 
of a military hero.  Born ‘Mdungazwe Nxumalo’, 

Ngungunyane Field Workshop Shows Chief SA Army 
a Unit Going From Strength to Strength

Article by: Capt J.J.P. de Vries, Directorate SA Army Reserve 
Photographs by: Capt D.B. Kolokoto, SO3 Corporate Communication ASB Limpopo and Cpl N.S. Ntsoane, 

Military Security Non-commissioned Officer

FLTR: The Chief of the Army Lieutenant General L.K. Mbatha with the Officer Commanding of 
Ngungunyane Field Workshop, Major T.A. Sehume and unit Regimental Sergeant Major, Master 
Warrant Officer A.J. Dodgen. They are joined at left by Acting General Officer Commanding of 
SA Army Support Formation, Brigadier General H.J. Stroebel and Director SA Army Reserve                                         

Brig Gen H.J.G. Kamffer.
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Ngungunyane became known as the ‘Lion of Gaza’ 
during his reign for his struggle against colonialism 
in the Zambezi, Inkomati and Limpopo river areas. 

Chief Army, together with amongst others, Acting 
General Officer Commanding of Army Support 
Formation, Brigadier General H.J. Stroebel and 
Director Army Reserve, Brig Gen H.J.G. Kamffer 
listened to a presentation that highlighted the fact 
that the unit’s Headquarters were inherited in a dire 
condition.  The facility, formerly  the logistics service 
centre of Area Military Health Unit Limpopo, was 
transformed by members of Ngungunyane Field 
Workshop from its dilapidated state to the tidy 
and functional condition it currently maintains. The 
presentation carried across the image of a well-
motivated and hardworking unit under a young 
vibrant Officer Commanding that has continued to 
lead those in his charge to greater heights. 

The unit prides itself on being a highly professional 
workshop that supplies quality technical support, 
that ensures the battle readiness of own forces. It’s 
vehicle mechanics, apprentices, auto-electricians, 
painters and weapons fitters have sought creative 
solutions to challenges, making their Headquarters 
one they are proud to serve in. This "can-do" spirit 
also saw furniture, IT equipment and vehicles that 
were soon to be disposed of, fixed, using the unit’s 
own capabilities and given a new lease of life. 

Ngungunyane Field Workshop’s good relationship 
with Army Support Base Limpopo (ASBLP) was 
leveraged to great effect in February 2020 during the 
hosting of Armed Forces Day in Polokwane, as well 
as in rendering technical support to various Army 
formations’ continuation training programmes. 
Chief Army’s first-hand experience of these Army 
Reserve members’ zeal in striving to improve the 
capabilities of the South African National Defence 
Force has not gone amiss, especially where this 
unit embodies the ‘One Force’ concept through 

working so seamlessly with ASB Limpopo to 
reduce its workload.  The young ‘Lions of Gaza’ 
will surely go from strength to strength!  

Mdungazwe Nxumalo ‘Lion of Gaza’.
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The bad weather and continually unfolding Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) 
conditions did not prevent Chief of the South African Army, Lieutenant General L.K. 
Mbatha from making his stopover in the Western Cape to visit Army Reserve units 

from 10 to 12 June 2020. The so-called ‘Cape of Storms’ was just as much the ‘Cape of 
Good Hope’ as Officers Commanding of Army Reserve units around Cape Town played 
host to the Chief and his entourage, giving him the chance for a meet-and-greet with the 
Army’s volunteers and a first-hand picture of the conditions under which they serve. 

Installations, units and presentations on Chief Army’s itinerary relating to the Army Reserves 
included the Castle of Good Hope, Fort iKapa, Nelson Mandela Artillery Regiment (formerly 
Cape Field Artillery), Autshumato Anti-Aircraft Regiment (formerly Cape Garrison Artillery), 
the motorised infantry Chief Langalibalele Rifles (formerly the Cape Town Rifles - ‘Dukes’), 
the mechanised infantry units, the Cape Town Highlanders and General Jan Smuts 
Regiment (formerly Regiment Westelike Provincie), Blaauwberg Armoured Regiment 
(formerly Regiment Oranjerivier), iHawu Field Engineer Regiment (formerly 3 Field Engineer 
Unit), Chief Doman Field Workshop (formerly 30 Field Workshop), 4 Logistical Support 

The Chief of the SA Army Brings Hope to Western 
Cape Army Reserve Units

Article by: Capt J.J.P. de Vries, Directorate SA Army Reserve
Photographs by: Maj D. Coetzee, Nelson Mandela Artillery Regiment 

and Lt M. Manakana, SA Army Corporate Communication

Chief Army, Lieutenant General L.K. Mbatha on his arrival at the Castle of 
Good Hope for unit presentations on 11 June 2020. 

The cover of the Chief 
Army Visit handout 
prepared by Army 

Support Base Western 
Cape (ASB WC). 
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Unit (formerly 4 Maintenance Unit), Western Cape 
Reserve Signal Unit (formerly 71 Signal Unit), and C 
Coy of 3 Parachute Battalion.

After a hearty welcoming function which was arranged 
for the Chief of the Army on 10 June 2020, Officers 
Commanding of the various Army Reserve units 
congregated at the Castle of Good Hope the next 
day to brief Lt Gen Mbatha on unit statuses as well as 
taking him on a tour of Cape Town’s venerable fort. 
The visit to and tour of the Castle was noteworthy, in 
that Chief Army was able to appreciate the statues 
of four leaders who fought against colonialism in 
South Africa. These statues, unveiled by Minister of 
Defence and Military Veterans (MOD&MV) Ms N.N. 
Mapisa-Nqakula on 9 December 2016, depict Zulu 

King Cetshwayo kaMpande, Khoikhoi leader Chief 
Doman, amaHlubi King Langalibalele, and Pedi King 
Sekhukhune. These are of great significance, in that 
they tie into the names adopted by Army Reserve 
Units in KwaZulu-Natal, the Western Cape and in 
Gauteng under the Army’s Name Review process.  

Among the unit commanders who received Chief 
Army at their headquarters and facilities, the 
Officer Commanding of Autshumato Anti-Aircraft 
Regiment, Lt Col M.A. Goetham was optimistic 
that the visits by Lt Gen Mbatha would prove 
beneficial to members of the Army Reserves 
around the country. Chief Army took in the 
pertinent points regarding Lt Col Goetham’s unit’s 
status and received a guided tour of the unit’s 
recently renovated Officers’ Mess in the Castle 
and Headquarters at Fort Wynyard in Green Point, 
Cape Town. Lt Col Goetham also presented Chief 
Army with a home-grown token of appreciation − 
Autshumato Anti-Aircraft Regiment labelled 2020 
Sauvignon Blanc ‘Fort Wynyard Wyn’ bottled at De 
Grendel Wine Estate. It is the intention that grapes 
eventually harvested from vines at Fort Wynyard, 
will be pressed and bottled for commemorative 
purposes in collaboration with De Grendel, whose 
Graaf family have a long history with the unit.   

As one of the units preparing its members for 
Operation CORONA deployment, Lt Col Goetham 
appreciated Chief Army’s concern for the health 
and wellbeing of South Africa’s soldiers 
patrolling the nation’s boundaries as 
well as for those assisting 

The following Officers Commanding, Lt Col S.E. Pierce 
of the Cape Town Highlanders, Lt Col M.A. Goetham of 
Autshumato Anti-Aircraft Artillery Regiment, Lt Col N.S. 

Davids of 4 Logistical Support Unit and Lt Col L. Basson 
of Chief Doman Field Workshop, delivering their unit status 

presentations to Chief Army. 

Director Army Reserve Brig 
Gen H.J.G. Kamffer together 

with the bronze statues 
of Zulu King Cetshwayo 

kaMpande, Khoikhoi leader 
Chief Doman, amaHlubi King 
Langalibalele, and Pedi King 

Sekhukhune set in front of the 
Castle of Good Hope’s Kat 
Balcony. All four names are 

now carried by Army Reserve 
units as per the Army’s Name 

Review process.
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the government in enforcing COVID-19 lockdown 
measures under Operation NOTLELA. 

The effectiveness of Chief Army’s visits to his 
constituents in the provinces is clear to Lt Col 
Goetham, who elaborated on this aspect following 
his unit status presentation, saying that “... Lt Gen 
Mbatha was actually very helpful when it came to 
addressing all the challenges that I listed in my 
presentation... and when we came to the unit he 
specifically wanted to see what I was talking about. 
He would then immediately order the generals 
accompanying him from the specific formations to 
take note of concerns and try to assist.” 

Chief Army had a deep sense of appreciation and 
thanks for the work done by an unassuming but 
vital unit of the Western Cape Army Reserves − 
Chief Doman Field Workshop (formerly 30 Field 
Workshop). This small but experienced Support 
Formation Army Reserve unit’s Officer Commanding, 
Lt Col L. Basson emphasised the “Don’t Work 
Harder but Smarter” approach to Chief Army during 
his presentation made at the Castle, showing 
how Chief Doman Field Workshop maintains the 
eleven surrounding Army Reserve units’ vehicles. 
In addition, Chief Doman Field Workshop renders 
technical assistance where necessary, and puts 
shoulder to the wheel in carrying out unexpected 
repairs and vehicle recoveries. 

Lt Col Basson stated that “The visit by Chief Army 
was very open and presentations were delivered in a 
relaxed atmosphere in which he gave us that comfort 
that one can really talk and say what one wants to say.” 
Despite the challenges the unit faces of manpower 
shortages needed to render full Maintenance 
and Repair (M&R) support to neighbouring units 
exacerbated by declining numbers brought about 
by operational budget cuts and Item 10 constraints,  
it won the trophy for best Army Support Formation 
Reserve Force Unit in 2019. It services over 200 

vehicles in a year out of a well-established workshop 
in Fort iKapa and maintains an average of 64% 

vehicle serviceability for units that rely on 
its assistance. 

With sentiments expressed that definitely vouch for 
the feeling of other units hosting Chief Army, Lt Col 
Basson believed that “... it was the first time ever 
that you could see the interest at our level, where 
problems could be solved by shining light on them 
with the respective formation representatives on 
hand. I did my presentation and I could feel that Chief 
Army was taking it in. Chief Army makes it clear that 
he is very much for the Reserves, and that he wants 
to revive the Reserve Force capabilities, especially 
in the Technical Service Corps (TSC).” His small 
but well skilled unit’s challenges do not stop it from 
maintaining the high levels of vehicle serviceability 
that allow the Army Reserve units that surround it to 
execute their respective missions successfully.  

The prominent points raised in unit presentations 
and visits continue to reference requirements for 
renovation of unit facilities and accommodation, 
opportunities for members of the Reserves to 
attend courses, budgetary constraints limiting call-
ups and approved structures. Despite this, there is 
a general consensus that it is immensely valuable 
for units to point out the challenges that they had 
mentioned to Chief Army in their presentations. 

Chief Army concluded his time in the Western 
Cape on 12 June 2020 with brief visits to Fort iKapa 
and 9 South African Infantry Battalion (9 SAI Bn) 
before making his return to Pretoria, knowing that 
the Western Cape Army Reserves are contributing 
strongly and confidently to the One Force of the 
South African National Defence Force.  

Lt Col Goetham handing over a token of appreciation to 
Chief Army, a bottle of the Regiment’s ‘Fort Wynyard Wyn’. 

Photograph by Lieutenant Mphafea Manakana, Army 
Corporate Communication.



C Army Visit to Kimberley Regiment
C Army Lt Gen L.K. Mbatha with OC Kimberley Regiment Lt Col T.P. Kgaje.
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C
hief of the South African Army (C Army), 
Lieutenant General (Lt Gen) L.K. Mbatha 
and his entourage visited the Northern 

Cape Province over the period 16 June 2020 to                              
20 June 2020. The rationale behind C Army which 
qualifies as a working visit, remained constant as 
it has in the previous four provinces and had a 
threefold purpose namely: to introduce himself as 

the newly-appointed Chief of our landward forces, 
to meet and interact with ordinary members of 
the SA Army and lastly to assess the state of SA 
Army units by receiving detailed presentations and 
conducting a physical inspection of the facilities, 
vehicles and infrastructure. The theme of the visit 
was “to restore the dignity of the South African Army 
to the former glory”.

The Chief of the SA Army Visits Kimberley and 
Galeshewe Regiments

Article by: Lt Col J.S. Titus, SO1 PO NC
Photographs by: WO1 D. Greef and L Cpl O.S. Hans, 8 SAI Bn

C Army Visit to 8 SAI Battalion, Upington
C Army’s arrival at 8 SAI Bn in Upington.
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C Army Visit to Kimberley Regiment
Lt Col Kgaje presenting to the delegation the status and challenges of the unit.

C Army presenting his vision to the unit and setting the tone for a ‘united One Force’, 
Kimberley Regiment staff and members listen to C Army vision.

Lt Gen Mbatha preparing the departing General Salute from the silent guard.



C Army receives tokens of appreciation from 10 Northern Cape 
Units and the General Support Base (GSB) Kimberley
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The Northern Cape units are located apart from each 
other and it was a privilege to be in the presence 
of C Army and an honour to be addressed by a 
commander of his calibre.  

Opportunity was afforded to different unit members 
to present the status of their units' challenges that 
they normally encounter in their respective areas of 
work. This was done in order for C Army to take 
into consideration and advise in order to solve such 
challenges. “To make a difference we have to work 
as a collective,” said Lt Gen Mbatha. 

Touching on the Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) 
pandemic, the Chief sturdily urged the members 

to exercise safety at all times, even when they are 
not on official duty as they have the capability to 
pose a threat to their loved ones. He emphasised 
that the basic safety rules of the pandemic remain 
and must be practiced by all at all times: the regular 
washing of the hands, sanitizing hands, wearing of 
masks and gloves and keeping social distance in 
order to keep yourself and those around you safe. 
“South Africans must look at their behaviour, there is 
an estimation that by the end of 2020, 40 000 South 
Africans may lose their lives due to COVID-19. The 
SANDF is preparing for the worse-case scenarios. 
Never underestimate an unknown enemy. Let us 
close ranks, work together as a team during this 
pandemic,” said Lt Gen Mbatha.  

C Army Visit to Galeshewe Anti-aircraft Regiment
     C Army and his delegation at Galeshewe Regiment.  
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D
irector South African Army Reserve, Brigadier 
General (Brig Gen) Gerhard Kamffer took to 
the podium during the Special Official Funeral 

Service held for the late liberation struggle stalwart 
and Rivonia Trialist, Andrew Mokete Mlangeni, where 
he expressed the condolences of “…the Minister of 
Defence and Military Veterans, the entire command 
structure and the men and women of the Defence 
Force, to the family of the late Colonel Andrew 
Mlangeni”. As he opened his address focusing 
on the bond between the military and Andrew 

Mlangeni, he stated that “We in the Defence 
Force, we too mourn the passing of a great 

South African”. Brig Gen Kamffer spoke 
alongside civil society, religious 

and family representatives to assembled mourners 
under COVID-19 social distancing guidelines, at the 
University of Johannesburg Soweto Campus based 
service. A Category 1 Special Official Funeral is 
accorded elements of military ceremonial honours.

The President of the Republic of South Africa, and 
Commander-in-Chief of the South African National 
Defence Force (SANDF), Honourable Matamela 
Cyril Ramaphosa, declared in his eulogy that 
Andrew Mlangeni “…pursued the building of a new, 
united nation with the same fervour and conviction 
that led him to join the armed struggle, to risk torture 
and death and to place his life in the hands of the 
people. Just as he fought to end that crime against 

“We in the Defence Force, we too mourn the passing 
of a great South African” in Colonel Andrew Mlangeni

Article by: Captain Jacques de Vries, Directorate Army Reserve
Photographs courtesy of Government Communication and Information System (GCIS)

Pamphlet produced for the 
occasion of Andrew Mlangeni’s 
Special Official Funeral Service.

Director SA Army Reserve, Brig Gen Gerhard Kamffer explaining the link 
between the South African National Defence Force (SANDF) and Colonel 
(Dr) Andrew Mlangeni before the Chief of the SANDF General Solly Shoke 
handed over the Honorary Colonel’s appointment certificate and trappings 

of office to the family, at the Special Official Funeral Service held at the 
University of Johannesburg’s Soweto Campus on 29 July 2020. 
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humanity, so too would he take up the fight against 
the inequality and poverty that continues to deny 
so many of our people so much of their humanity.”

Brig Gen Kamffer, who spoke directly after the 
President, highlighted the road travelled by the 
SANDF in its endeavour to pay tribute to Andrew 
Mlangeni. This respect was manifested in two 
ways, specifically renaming a military unit, the 
Johannesburg-based South African Irish Regiment 
in Kensington, after him as per the Army’s Name 
Review announcement on 7 August 2019. Secondly, 
to appoint him as the Honorary Colonel of the South 
African Army Headquarters Unit with the endorsement 
of the Minister of Defence and Military Veterans, Ms 
Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula on 16 March 2020.

These two moves were underscored by Brig 
Gen Kamffer as a clear indication of the high 
regard in which the Defence Force held Col (Dr) 
Andrew Mlangeni for his substantial contribution 
in bringing democracy to South Africa. On the 
subject of Honorary Colonels, he elaborated that 
such appointments are “… an old military tradition, 
whereby the honorary title of Colonel is conferred on 
a prominent person. Regiments or units may have an 
Honorary Colonel, which is solely a ceremonial rank 
that can also be held by a civilian with no military 
service.” Such honour is akin to honorary doctorates 
(honoris causas) conferred by higher education 
institutions upon noteworthy individuals as a mark of 
esteem. Mlangeni was honoured in May 2014 by the 
University of South Africa (UNISA) with a Doctorate 
in Literature and Philosophy, a Doctor of Laws (LLD) 
from the University of Rhodes, and Durban University 
of Technology (DUT) as an Honorary Doctor of 
Education, both in April 2018. Mlangeni and fellow 
Rivonia Trialist, Denis Goldberg were honoured 
by the Cape Peninsula University of Technology 
(CPUT) during a graduation ceremony in April 
2019 with honorary doctorates, Mlangeni in (Public 
Administration) and Goldberg (in Engineering).

The Chief of the South African National Defence 
Force (C SANDF), General Solly Shoke, took 
great pride in the fact that the members of the 
Defence Force were privileged to welcome Col 

Mlangeni to the larger Defence Force and SA Army 
family, with a delegation led by Brig Gen Kamffer 
that visited the struggle stalwart at his home on                                                      
25 March 2020. Director Army Reserve reiterated 
C SANDF’s mention that “We rejoice in the fact 
that his credentials as a struggle hero and lifelong 
advocate of improving the lives of ordinary South 
Africans will engender unity and esprit de corps 
within the South African Army and the greater South 
African National Defence Force.”

C SANDF handed over the framed Honorary 
Colonel appointment certificate and blocked 
flag, uniform, rank and beret to the family 
of the late Col Mlangeni. 

The President of the Republic of South Africa and 
Commander-in-Chief of the South African National Defence 

Force (SANDF), Matamela Cyril Ramaphosa watches on 
as Andrew Mlangeni’s Special Official Funeral Service is 

conducted. 

Pallbearers stand at attention after having deposited the 
casket at the burial site.
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The Chaplain General of the SANDF, Brig Gen 
(Reverend) Monwabisi Jamangile took to the 
platform to preach that “Tatu Mlangeni was a 
classical leader, who inspired and instilled hope 
even amidst his own suffering. He did so at the 
time when our country was in foment, when intense 
persecution and oppression was the order of the 
day.” He said that “… the passing of Tatu Mlangeni 
marks the end of an era... an era that carried 
a longstanding set of values… discipline and 
integrity. I believe that these are the attributes that 
set him and his former Rivonia Trialists apart.”

The Chaplain General concluded by declaring that 
“The ambition of Isithwalandwe and his comrades 
has been to wipe every tear from every eye. That 
may be beyond us, but as long as there are tears 
and sufferings, so long our work will not be over 
because all of us to a large degree, are dealers in 
hope.”

Upon conclusion of the service, Col Andrew 
Mlangeni’s national flag-wrapped casket was 
conveyed from the University of Johannesburg’s 
Soweto Campus memorial venue to the Roodepoort 
Cemetery burial site, atop a towed ceremonial GV1 
Ordnance QF 25-pounder gun by the South African 
Army Artillery Formation Headquarters Ceremonial 
Gun Troop. The casket was carried throughout 
proceedings by Warrant Officer bearers from the 

South African Army, South African Air Force, South 
African Navy and South African Military Health 
Service. 

Andrew Mlangeni was laid to rest alongside his wife 
June Mlangeni (née Ledwaba, who had passed 
away on 24 May 2001) with military decorum 
punctuated by the playing of the Last Post as the 
casket was lowered and Reveille after a minute’s 

respectful silence. C SANDF and 
senior officers of the SANDF saluted 
Col Mlangeni’s lowered casket, 
after which the military ceremonial 
aspect of the Special Official Funeral 
Service was respectfully handed 
over by Chaplain General to the 
family. The burial was presided over 
by the Catholic Archbishop of the 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg, Buti 
Joseph Tlhagale.

The SANDF salutes Col Mlangeni, 
a soldier to his dying day… having 
served South Africa all his life with 
honour, dignity, courage and integrity. 

We will remember him.  

National Ceremonial Guard Bandmaster, Warrant 
Officer Class 1 Victor Ndlovu provided stirring 

renditions of the Last Post and Reveille as the late 
Col Mlangeni was laid to rest. 

Provost Marshal General, Rear Admiral (Junior Grade) Mokgadi 
Maphoto and C SANDF  Gen Shoke with Sello Mlangeni, 

receiving his late father’s blocked flag, uniform, beret and 
rank insignia of the office of Honorary Colonel. 



Sgt Bodigelo giving orders to Alpha Company instructors from 10 Anti-Aircraft Regiment as 
well as members from different Reserve Force Units.
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O
n 23 July 2020, Defence Reserves 
Provincial Office Northern Cape visited 
10 Anti-Aircraft Regiment in Kimberley, 

Northern Cape which was busy with pre-
deployment training with the aim of deploying 
for Border Safeguarding Operations (Operation 
Corona) at Border Control in J Tac HQ KwaZulu-
Natal (KZN) area over the period September 2020 
to March 2021. 

Members of five Army Reserve units will deploy 
(Operation Corona) with 10 Anti-Aircraft Regiment 
under Command of Lieutenant Colonel M.W.J. van 
Wyk. The units that took part in the pre-deployment 
training were, Galeshewe, Iwombe, Sekhukhune, 
Autshumato and 44 Madhlakandila Anti-Aircraft 
Regiments. The Reserve Force Units will join the 
Regular Force members from 10 Anti-Aircraft 
Regiment.

For most of the Reserve Force members, it will be their 
first time of deploying within the borders of the country. 
Pre-deployment refers to activities that require the 

movement of military personnel and equipment from 
one establishment to a specified destination. 

Deployed Reserve Force members will undergo 
the following training cycles:

Before they are deployed, the Reserve Force 
members and the Regular units will undergo a 
phase of pre-deployment training to prepare the 
soldiers in combat readiness and the necessary 
military discipline.

During the pre-deployment they will go through 
normal training and medical evaluations that 
maintain their personal and unit combat readiness 
level. This phase will end when the Battalion or 
Regiment physically leaves the home installation 
for the mission.

It is based on the preparation of the individual and 
the responsibility of the Mother Unit Commander 
on administrative and logistical processing that 
includes: Fitness Tests, Weapons Training, Personal 
Administration and Logistical Administration.

Reserve Force Units and 10 Anti-Aircraft Regiment 
Busy with Pre-deployment Training 

Article by: Lt Col J.S. Titus, SO1 PO NC
Photographs by Sgt A. Louw and Rfn J. Voster, Kimberley Regiment
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On the left are Reserve Force members from Galeshewe Anti-Aircraft Regiment and on the right we 
have members from Iwombe and Sekhukhune Anti-Aircraft Regiments.

10 Anti-Aircraft 
Regiment members 

with Communication 
Officer Lt Mudau.  

Platoon Commander 
Sgt M.C. Mufhadi.

On the left are the members from 10 Anti-Aircraft Regiment and on the right we have                                   
Alpha Company ladies from different Reserve Force units.

The Alpha Company made up of Reserve Force members from different Reserve Force units.
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Section leader busy with 
section battle drills.

Members busy with section battle drills.

Section battle drills

This is to evaluate the Platoons at all levels in 
specific incidents that may occur whilst the 
Battalion is deployed. Skills that will be assessed 
are leadership and battle procedure, command 
and control, and the use of certain assets as well 
as platoon tactics.  
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The Air Defence Artillery Air Defence Control 
Operator Course was presented at 10 Anti-
Aircraft Regiment over the period 08 June 

2020 until 24 July 2020 in Kimberley, Northern 
Cape. The course was presented by the Instructors 
of Air Defence Artillery Air (ADA) School.

Lieutenant T.S. Gaboutlwelwe serves at Galeshewe 
Anti-Aircraft Regiment in Kimberley. She holds the 
following multiple posts at the Regiment: Adjutant, 
ISSO, Communication Officer and Battery 2IC.

Lt T.S. Gaboutlwelwe did exceptionally during this 
leadership course and achieved the overall first 
place. Before joining the Reserve Force, she did her 
Basic Training in George at the South African Army 
Women’s College in January 1997. She became 
the first black female Officer at Galeshewe Anti-
Aircraft Regiment (formally known as  Regiment 

Valrivier) in 2013. 

The course is aimed at creating the 
best leadership start by instilling 

leaders with specific 

knowledge, skills, tools and conduct they will need 
to execute their leadership roles. Lt Gaboutlwelwe 
is one of those who confidently leads others and 
strives for the best performance at Galeshewe Anti-
Aircraft Regiment. 

According to Lt Gaboutlwelwe, leaders are no longer 
individual contributors, but must be accountable for 
their actions and must take full responsibility in their 
work environment.

This course has motivated Lt Gaboutlwelwe to train 
members under her, and she will ensure that her 
subordinates will be capable of defining accountability 
and proudly holding direct responsibility.

Lt Gaboutlwelwe does not command with fear, but 
inspires, persuades and encourages other ladies 
to make their vision a reality. By learning how to be 
strong, influence and be fair negotiators, women 
will in turn execute their roles knowing that it is not 
about who has the most power, but about who 
has the best influence on members to achieve the 
best results.  

Lt T.S. Gaboutlwelwe, a Reserve Force Member is 
the Best Student on the Air Defence Artillery Air 

Defence Control Operator Course 

Article by: Lt Col J.S. Titus, SO1 PO NC
Photographs by: Rfn J. Voster, Kimberley Regiment

Lt T.S. Gaboutlwelwe 
with her certificate.

Lt Gaboutlwelwe with Galeshewe Anti-Aircraft 
Regiment OC and RSM.



D
uring the last week of 
November 2019, Cape Town 
welcomed several warships 

from two of South Africa’s BRICS 
partners – the Russian Federation 
and the People’s Republic of China. 
They had come to participate in 
Exercise Mosi, the first trilateral naval 
training exercise involving the South 
African, Russian and Chinese navies 
in the Southern African oceans. 

Arctic Convoy Veteran Welcomed during Visit to 
Russian Missile Cruiser Marshal Ustinov

Article and photographs by: Mrs R. Lord

The Russian Navy’s Slava-class missile 
cruiser, Marshal Ustinov (055), berthed at 

Jetty 2 at the Cape Town Waterfront.

The theme of Exercise Mosi was to promote safe 
navigation and maritime economic security, by 
developing good relations between the three nations, 
improving interoperability, and training a multinational 
task force able to counter security threats at sea in 
order to ensure regional maritime peace, security 
and stability. It included surface gunnery exercises, 
helicopter cross-deck landings, assistance to vessel 
in distress simulations, anti-piracy and boarding 
operations and disaster control exercises. The ships’ 
crews also participated in various military social and 
cultural activities and tours onshore. 

From the South African side, the SAS Amatola 
(F145) Valour-class frigate, the SAS Drakensberg 
(A301) fleet replenishment ship, and the SAS Protea 
hydrographic survey vessel were joined by the 
Chinese Navy’s Type 054A frigate Weifang (550), 
as well as the Russian Navy’s Slava-class missile 
cruiser Marshal Ustinov (055), the Kaliningradneft-
class medium seagoing tanker Vyaz’ma, and the 
Project Sliva sea rescue tug SB-406. 

The three warships – SAS Amatola, Marshall Ustinov 
and Weifang – were berthed at Jetty 2 in the Victoria 
& Alfred Waterfront, right in front of the luxury Table 
Bay Hotel. All three were open to the public on 
Tuesday, 26 November 2019, attracting a steady 
stream of curious visitors, local and overseas. 

Bristling with antennas and high-tech equipment, the 
Marshal Ustinov is an impressive sight. It is named after 
Dmitry Fyodorovich Ustinov (1908 to 1984), a former 
Soviet Minister of Defence. With its fearsome attack 
missile weapons (the ‘Volcano’), air defence missile 
systems (‘Fort’ and ‘Osa-M’), anti-aircraft artillery 
systems (‘AK-130’ and ‘AK-630’) and anti-submarine 
weapons, the cruiser is designed to repel airstrikes 
and destroy surface ships, underwater targets and 
coastal targets, as well as to protect and defend 
convoys and airborne troops during sea crossings. 
With a length of 186m and a maximum width of 
20.8 metres, a maximum speed of 34 knots 
(63 km/h) and a cruising range of 
7500 miles (12 000 km) 
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(specifications from the ship’s display poster), it can 
accommodate a crew of 520 and it carries enough 
food reserves for 30 days. 

A special visitor to the Marshal Ustinov was a 93-year-
old veteran of the Russian Arctic Convoys of World 
War II, Mr Joseph Wilkinson, who was accompanied 
by his daughter Michele and Dr Elina Komarova 
Tagar. The visit had been arranged thanks to the 
close cooperation of Consul Dmitry Polyansky from 
the Consulate General of the Russian Federation in 
Cape Town and Russian Compatriots South Africa. 

Captain 1st Rank Vladimir V. Kuzmin graciously and 
respectfully welcomed Mr Wilkinson on board his 
ship, and expressed his gratitude on behalf of the 
Russian people for the role he had played in the 
Arctic Convoys. These convoys had come at a time 
when the Soviet Union was in desperate need of 
both military and humanitarian supplies, in order 
to repel the Nazi threat on the Eastern Front. The 
Russian people have always been very appreciative 
of the immense sacrifices made by the men who 
participated and risked their lives in the Atlantic 
and Arctic Convoys. This was also evident from the 
reactions of the officers and sailors on board the 
ship, who immediately recognised the medals Mr 
Wilkinson wore on his chest; they greeted him with 
respectful nods and friendly smiles, and some even 

approached to shake his hand.

As Mr Wilkinson and his entourage was 
shown around the cruiser, he 

remarked that it was 

significantly larger than the sloop he had sailed on 
during World War II, when he and his shipmates 
participated in the Atlantic and Arctic Convoys, 
which transported tanks, fighter planes, fuel, 
ammunition, raw materials and food from the United 
States, Canada and Iceland to Britain and onwards 
to ports in the north-western Soviet Union. He was 
very impressed by the nature of the armaments on 

The Chinese Navy’s Type 
054A frigate Weifang (550).

Mr Joseph Wilkinson flanked by his daughter Michele 
(right) and Dr Elina Komarova Tagar (left).
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board and the excellent condition of the ship, and 
commented that he had never seen anything quite 
so shipshape!

Interestingly, the Marshal Ustinov is assigned to the 
43rd Missile Ship Division of the Russian Northern 
Fleet, whose homeport is at Severomorsk, a town 
located on the Barents Sea along Kola Bay, not far 
from Murmansk. The Arctic Convoys, which operated 
between August 1941 and May 1945, delivering 
military hardware and supplies to Murmansk and 
Archangelsk, ended mainly in this area of Kola Bay. 
This historic connection made Mr Wilkinson’s visit to 
the Marshal Ustinov all the more special.

Mr Wilkinson had served in the Royal Navy during 
World War II, having left school at 17 years old to enlist 
in 1943. Trained as a radio operator (telegraphist), 
he was assigned to the Wild Goose (U45). This was 
a Black Swan class sloop with a crew of about 80 − 
100 people on board; the Commanding Officer was 
Lt Cdr David Edward Gillespie (‘Dicky’) Wemyss. 
It was part of the Royal Navy’s 2nd Escort Group 
(referred to as the 2 EG, 2nd EG or 2 SG), a British 
anti-submarine formation, formed in April 1943.

The 2 EG was made up of several sloops of the Black 
Swan class, all named after birds: Starling (U66) 
(Capt F.J. Walker), Wren (U28) (Cdr R.M. Aubrey), 
Woodpecker (U08) (Lt Cdr R.E.S. Hugonin), Cygnet 
(U38) (Lt Cdr F.B. Proudfoot), Wild Goose (U45)                  
(Lt Cdr D.E.G. Wemyss), and Kite (U87) (Lt Cdr 
W.F. Segrave). The make-up of the group changed 
over time, with refits and repairs being necessary 
in-between deployments to the Atlantic, to the Bay 
of Biscay, back to the Atlantic, to the Arctic, and to 
the English Channel.

The 2 EG under the command of Captain Frederic 
John (‘Johnnie’) Walker was the most successful 
anti-submarine unit of World War II, destroying 
24 U-boats during its two years of active service. 
Their most famous patrol happened in early 1944, 
when they sunk six German U-boats in the Atlantic, 
southwest of Ireland, within a couple of weeks. 

During World War II, Britain was being supplied with 
armaments from Canada and the United States to 

help fight Nazi Germany. The Germans responded 
by sending fleets of submarines, surface ships and 
planes to intercept and sink the merchant vessels 
that transported this precious cargo. The American, 
Canadian and Royal Navies thus began to escort 
these supply ships across the Atlantic; when a 
submarine was spotted, the job of the escort 
vessels was to sink it. During what became known 
as the Battle of the Atlantic, some 3,500 merchant 
vessels and 175 Allied warships were lost, and 757 
Axis U-boats were destroyed. To give a sense of 
the devastating human cost, some 36,200 Allied 
sailors and airmen, 36,000 Allied merchant seamen 
and 30,000 German seamen were killed. 

Mr Wilkinson not only participated in the Atlantic 
Convoys between America and Britain, but also in 
one of the Arctic Convoy runs between Britain and 
northern ports of the Soviet Union – specifically 
Murmansk and Archangelsk. At the time, the 
Soviet Union was relying heavily on the West to 
supply tanks, fighter planes, fuel, ammunition, 
raw materials and food. World War II was, after all, 
fought in Europe on two fronts – the Western and 
the Eastern, although it is the Western Front that has 
received most of the attention. The Germans, who 
had established bases in Norway and Finland, sent 
warships, submarines and fighter planes to the 
Arctic Sea, once they realised that Britain and 
America were supplying the Soviet Union 
under the Lend-Lease Agreement. 

Captain 1st Rank Vladimir V. Kuzmin shaking hands with 
Royal Navy veteran Mr Joseph Wilkinson.
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There were 78 Arctic Convoys in total between  
August 1941 and May 1945, with several 
interruptions, mainly during the summer months. 
The lack of darkness during the summertime made 
it more dangerous, as the ships were easier to spot 
and thus more likely to come under attack. The winter 
convoys faced different hazardous conditions – drift 
ice, extreme cold, severe weather and heavy storms, 
fog, and constant darkness, which made navigation 
and convoy cohesion more challenging.  

The first series of convoys, referred to as PQ 
for outbound and QP for homebound, ran from 
September 1941 to September 1942, while the 
second series, which were referred to as JW 
for outbound and RA for homebound, ran from 
December 1942 until May 1945. They followed 
different routes in summer and winter time, as the 
Arctic ice spread south in winter and contracted 
north in summer. There was a narrow strait between 
the Arctic ice and northern Norway, where the 
Germans had bases with aircraft, ships and 
submarines – and this was where the convoys most 
frequently encountered German forces. 

Shortly after their record-breaking 6-in-1 trip in 
February 1944, the 2 EG was assigned to 

Arctic Convoy JW 58 and return convoy 
RA 58. Having departed from 

Liverpool on 27 March 1944, HM sloops , Wild Goose, 
Magpie, Wren and Whimbrel sailed from Scapa Flow in 
the Orkney Islands off northern Scotland the next day, 
joining two other groups of escorts. 

Whenever convoys travelled through an area, there 
was a core of cargo ships and merchantmen in 
the middle, surrounded on all sides by destroyers, 
cruisers, minesweepers and submarines, with a 
party of ships up ahead, and another cluster of 
ships following behind. These included tugs or 
other support vessels, who were tasked with picking 
up survivors, if any of the ships in the convoy were 
destroyed; the convoy could not turn around, but 
had to keep going, regardless. 

During their outbound journey, Captain Walker’s 
sloop, Starling, detected German U-boat U-961 
and immediately launched depth charges, which 
destroyed it before the U-boat even realised what 
had happened. Other ships in the convoy destroyed 
three further U-boats on the way to northern Russia: 
on 1 April 1944, aircraft from the aircraft carriers 
Beagle and Tracker sank German submarine U-355 
in the Arctic Sea; U-360 was sunk on 2 April, and 
U-288 on 3 April. One merchantman had to turn back, 
but the remaining 48 ships all reached Kola Inlet near 
Murmansk, Russia, on 4 or 5 April 1944. The naval 
escort remained outside, while the merchant ships 
came alongside to offload their cargoes. The harbour 
itself was protected with heavy artillery. 

This particular convoy (JW 58) had included the 
USS Milwaukee, a four-funnelled American cruiser, 
which was a gift from President Theodore Roosevelt 
to Joseph Stalin as Leader of the Soviet Union. On 
receipt by the Soviets, she was commissioned as 
the Murmansk and performed convoy and patrol 
duty in the Arctic Ocean until the end of World War 
II; thereafter, she became a training ship. A few 
years later, in March 1949, she was returned to the 
United States, and scrapped. 

On 7 April, the returning convoy RA 58, with 36 
merchantmen, departed from the Kola Inlet and 
made its way back through the Arctic Sea, reaching 
Loch Ewe in Scotland a week later, on 14 April 1944. 
Although they were attacked on the return journey, 
neither ships nor U-boats were sunk on either side, 
making this an extremely successful trip. 

Mr Joseph Wilkinson, Mr Jack Estie of the Ship Society of 
South Africa, and Consular Attaché Sergey Samarin of the 

Consulate General of the Russian Federation in Cape Town 
are given a tour of the Marshal Ustinov. 
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On most of the Arctic Convoys, the conditions were 
so severe and the water so icy that, if someone fell 
overboard, they had barely minutes to be rescued; 
otherwise, they would freeze to death. Eyewitness 
accounts of the winter-time convoys describe how the 
water that surged over the ships in heavy seas would 
freeze on the ship. As the weight of the ice could 
make the ships top-heavy and more likely to capsize, 
the crews had to keep chopping the ice off chains, 
railings, guns and the deck, throwing it overboard. 
Fortunately for Mr Wilkinson, his convoy travelled in 
April, when the weather was slightly warmer. But it 
was nonetheless a memorable experience. 

Thereafter, 2 EG returned to the Atlantic for several 
months, before being sent down to the South-
Western Approaches, an area off the south coast 
of Ireland, in order to participate in ‘Operation 
Neptune’, the invasion of Normandy, on 6 June 
1944. The Allies were concerned that the Germans 
might send a large fleet of U-boats, ships and 
planes to attack the various transport ships in 
the English Channel, and thus protected them on 
all sides. The Wild Goose was part of that group 
too, and so Mr Wilkinson was also involved in the 
historic D-Day landings. 

Over the years, Mr Joseph Wilkinson was awarded 
several medals in acknowledgement of his military 
service during World War II: the 1939−1945 star 
(6 months’ service on active operations for Army 
and Navy), the Atlantic Star (6 months’ operational 
service afloat) with bar for France and Germany, the 
Arctic Star (for service north of the Arctic service, 
including during the Arctic convoys), and the War 
Medal (1939−1945) (for all full-time personnel who 
served for at least 28 days in the Armed Forces 
between 1939 and 1945). In addition, he received 
a medal from the Russian Federation called the 
Jubilee Medal of 70 Years of Victory in the Great 
Patriotic War 1941−1945. This was given to him in 
2016 by a representative of the government of the 
Russian Federation. 

The Arctic Convoys transported some four million 
tons of supplies and munitions to the Soviet Union 
between 1941 and 1945. Thousands of brave 
sailors, airmen and soldiers risked their lives under 
indescribably harsh and dangerous conditions, 
constantly under attack by the German Luftwaffe, 
Kriegsmarine and U-boats. More than 3,000 Allied 

seamen died, and 104 merchant ships and 16 
Royal Navy vessels were destroyed. It is estimated 
that some 66,500 men sailed on these convoys, 
though by 2012, only 200 were still alive, and at 
a very advanced age. In December 2012, the 
British government had finally created a medal 
specifically for the Arctic Convoys – the Arctic 
Star. Unfortunately, it was already too late for the 
thousands of veterans who had passed away in the 
intervening 67 years. 

The government of the Russian Federation has 
also awarded several medals to the Arctic Convoy 
veterans. A Soviet medal dating back to 1944, the 
Medal of Ushakov, honours all Naval personnel 
and officers for their bravery and courage in naval 
theatres of military operations. It is named after 
Fyodor Ushakov, an 18th century naval commander 
who never lost a battle and is in fact the patron saint of 
the Russian Navy. Since 2013, it has been presented 
to a number of foreign recipients too, specifically for 
personal courage and valour shown during World 
War II while participating in the Arctic Convoys. 

The Russian government has also issued additional 
medals to mark several anniversaries of ‘Victory in 
the Great Patriotic War 1941−1945’, i.e., 40 years, 
50 years, 60 years, 65 years and 70 years. It is the 
last one, the 70 years’ anniversary medal, which Mr 
Wilkinson received in 2016. It is evident, that the 
Russian people hold the men of the Arctic Convoys 
in very high regard; this was also brought home 
during Mr Wilkinson’s visit to the Marshal Ustinov 
missile cruiser in the V&A Waterfront, when he was 
treated with such respect and gratitude by the 
officers and sailors on the ship.  

The HMS Wild Goose (U45) - Photo from the Imperial 
War Museum, https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/
item/object/205120794.
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An ex-Sea Cadet from Training Ship 
(TS) Woltemade, now resident in 
Namibia, recently reached into 

his heart to give South African youth the 
same opportunities and experience as                           
he had as a teenage boy – that of learning 
seamanship, sailing and things maritime.

In 1976 father Arie and son Bart Reiman 
look the lead and with the TS Woltemade 
ship’s company constructed a much 
needed slipway and quay opposite the 
unit in Lakeside.  For the first time the 
Sea Cadets could launch and recover 
their pulling and sailing boats.  At the 
time Bart was also a Sea Cadet at TS 
Woltemade.  As a result he has a close 
association with unit and as a citizen with 
a conscience has had a desire to give 
something back to the youth, especially 
where discipline and maritime skills are 
taught and implemented.

Over the years the Officers and Sea Cadets 
from TS Woltemade have repaired the 
slipway and quay.  However, the soil under 
the slipway had become eroded and the 
wheels of the dollies carrying the Saldanha 
dingies, built at the unit and used for pulling 
and sail training, dropped off the lip.  This 
resulted in the Sea Cadets struggling to 
retrieve their boats and in operation far 
beyond their capacity.

Due to the long history with the unit, Adm (JG) 
(Ret) Koos Louw, Chairman of the Sea Cadet 
Board, approached Bart to assist financially 
with repairing the slipway.  He assessed his 

finances and kindly made a sizable sum 
available for the repairs which created 

leverage for the project so that 
Adm Louw could start 

the project.

Support and Belief of Our Youth is Appreciated: EX TS 
Woltemade Sea Cadet Assists the Youth of Cape Town

Article and photographs by: Lt Cdr G. von Zeil, SA Naval Reserve

Ex TS Woltemade Sea Cadet Bart Reiman cuts the ribbon at the opening 
of the refurbished slipway at TS Woltemade, giving youth in Cape Town 

the same positive opportunities he experienced as a teenager.

FLTR:  Hanlie Reiman, Shaun Reiman, Bart Reiman with Lt Cdr Paul 
Jacobs (OC TS Woltemade).

A contractor was recommended by a Captain in the SANDF 
Reserves and this proved to be good advice.  The contractor, 
GMC Diving & Marine Civil, accepted the offer and agreed to 
add 50% to complete the task.  The reconstruction included 
placing new concrete slabs for a reconstructed slipway and 
repairs to the jetty. This was undertaken by divers.

While conducting the reconstruction they we exposed to the 
Sea Cadets in training and were impressed with their passion, 
commitment, discipline, seamanship training and skills.  As 
a result the company donated the full cost of the work to the 
Sea Cadets. 

Bart Reiman and his family attended the TS Woltemade 
Prizegiving Parade and opened the new slipway.

Thank you to Bart Reiman, ex TS Woltemade Sea Cadet now 
resident Walvis Bay, Namibia, Robert Bower of GMC Diving & 
Marine Civil for ensuring that the Sea Cadets can continue to 
launch and recover their boats.

The Sea Cadet organisation would like to invite other es-Sea 
Cadets to follow the example of Bart Reiman. Please contact 
your old Training Ship Officer Commanding to see how you 
can assist the youth who are experiencing some challenging 
times.  
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A
t Zonstraal Military Base in 
Mpumalanga it is evident that 
contact with the community 

cannot be avoided. Community contact 
comes together with concerns and 
compassion to assist in upliftment where 
possible. A meeting was convened by 
the base committee together with the 
Company Commander. In that meeting 
it was agreed that every member of the 
unit would contribute money to be placed 
in the community project fund. With 
all the modest contributions from the 
company’s members the contributions 
amounted to the value of R3 860.

The presented items were the blankets, 
groceries, baby formulas and nappies. 
The Company Commander informed 
and briefed the Battalion Commander Lt 
Col Gaxeni of the project. He came all the 
way from the Battalion’s Headquarters 
to meet the committee on 28 May 2020 
and he was extremely impressed with the 
idea and the spontaneous contributions 
from the company members.

In this meeting Lt Col Gaxeni assigned the 
Battalion 2IC, and the Battalion corporate 
communication representatives to accompany the 
Zonstraal Charlie Company committee with Chaplain 
J. Venter, Charley Company’s chaplain, to hand over 
and present  the items to the Madonsela family. 

On 03 June 2020 the entourage left for Glenmore 
with the purpose of presenting the various items to 
the family in Bettiesgoed, Glenmore. His majesty 
Chief Mnisi was invited to join the team. However, 
he was unable to due to other commitments instead 

he sent his wife Undlunkulu A. Mnisi together with 
the royal house representative, Mr T. Kubheka. 

Parcels were officially handed to the family, in 
the presence of their neighbours.  This was met 
with much appreciation and festivity. A word of 
encouragement was given by the Battalion 
2IC, together with the Battalion’s Chaplain 
and the Company 2IC and with his 
Command Chaplain.

Zonstraal Military Base Offers a Helping Hand to 
the Madonsela Family in Bettiesgoed, Glenmore

Article and photographs by: Cpln J. Venter, SAMHS Reserve Force Chaplain

Group photo of the Madonsela family, Chief’s wife Ndlunkulu Mnisi, the 
chief’s representative Mr Kubheka, Battalion representatives and the 

Charlie Coy Committee together with the neighbours.

Cpln J. Venter, Cpln Nonjojo, members from 14 SAI Bn, Chief Makhanda 
Regiment as well as other support services at the beneficiary’s homestead.
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A word of thanks and appreciation was also 
accorded by the Chieftaincy representatives, 
the family, and the neighbours. Holding hands in 
times of need strengthens the sense of belonging 
and support to our fellow man, irrespective of the 
perceived differences that every now and then 
attempt to prevent an outreach to humanity.

The initiative was pleasant for the community, their 
joyfulness toward the soldiers involved was noted, 
an overwhelming gratefulness! These goodwill 
deeds will always symbolise the extra concerns that 
the deployed forces have for the local community; 
it brings the spirit of “Ubuntu” back to reality.   The 
community’s youngsters gathered together and 
were happy and spontaneous in play, they enjoyed 
the soldiers and interacted with them. 

A wise person once said, “one person cannot help 
everyone all the time, but all people can start by 
helping someone now!”  

The chief’s wife, Undlunkulu A. Mnisi.

SSgt Mabasa with Mr Madonsela and his children.



Chief Defence Reserves

• Ms D. Moore of Chief Defence Reserves Provincial Office Gauteng 
− 27 June 2020

  
SA Army Reserve

• Lieutenant Z. Nkosi of Andrew Mlangeni Regiment −                             
16 March 2020  

• Rifleman F. Minnies of 3 Parachute Battalion, C Coy −                              
05 April 2020

• Private M.F. Mngomezulu of Solomon Mahlangu Regiment −            
21 April 2020 

• Rifleman S.B. Mpete of Bambatha Rifles detached to Lenong 
Regiment − 28 May 2020

• Lance Corporal J.S. Booth of Chief Maqoma Regiment detached 
to Regiment Umzimvubu − 08 June 2020

• Rifleman D. Dlamini of King Shaka Regiment − 24 June 2020
• Rifleman S. Vili of Chief Makhado Regiment − 08 July 2020
• Rifleman M.J. Lubisi of Johannesburg Regiment − 24 July 2020
• Capt W. Herbst of Andrew Mlangeni Regiment − 31 July 2020
• Private J.A. Manyeatsa of Lenong Regiment − 20 August 2020
• Gunner T.P. Ndlovu of Sandfontein Artillery Regiment −                           

22 August 2020
• MWO T. Bulani of Durban Light Infantry − 23 August 2020
• Rifleman M.J. Ralenolo of Chief Albert Luthuli Regiment −                    

28 August 2020

SAMHS Reserve

• Private S.L.V. Siebritz of 3 Medical Battalion Group − 23 August 2020  

Chief Defence Reserves: Maj Gen Roy Andersen and Staff

IN MEMORIAM

Chief Defence Reserves, Major General Roy Andersen and staff 
wish to express their most sincere condolences to the family and 
friends of the following Reserve Force heroes and heroines who 
passed away: 






