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Lt Col Botha rewards Ms Mapogoshe with ex Merito colours during the unit award ceremony. More on page 6 
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Editor’s note 
 
THE END, THE BEGINNING 
 
This year started like any other. No one in their wildest imagination thought that COVID-19 
will happen, and it did. We all went in a state of panic and uncertainty but for what? These 
things happen like they did in 1918 and once again the human spirit prevailed above the 
calamity. Although it looked bleak at the beginning of the hard lockdown, there is now 
evidence suggesting that there is no reason for panic. The recovery rate is holding steady at 
92%. What began as a global and national threat is becoming manageable at the end. 
 
As we end this year let us pause and give credit to the Almighty (or to whoever you derive 
your daily strength from) and to all those who worked tirelessly to ensure a desired end to a 
bleak beginning. Let us continue to observe measures put in place to protect each other in 

order to ensure that this too, like the 1918 flu, is contained and does not cause further loss of life. It is in our hands to ensure that in 
the end, what started as a catastrophe is used as a learning trophy for similar future disasters! 

Editorial team: 
 

Tiger Johnson 
Tumi Chabalala 

 

From the Officer Commanding’s desk 
 

“Strategy is about setting yourself apart from the competition. It’s 
not a matter of being better at what you do – it’s a matter of being 
different at what you do.” Michael Porter 
 
The School of Artillery is set on a path to be different from other 
units in the SANDF.  To achieve the differentiation one has excel 
through leadership and expertise.  Throughout 2020 one thing 
became clear to me, there are members in the School of Artillery 
that revealed both, leadership and expertise qualities.  There were 
gunners at all levels that have stepped forward in accepting 
challenges, whenever and whatever the challenge might have been.  
Gunners and unit members came and asked if there are 
requirements for deployments, duties in the unit or any other place 
that they could assist in this period of time.  To be part of such a unit 
is truly a humbling experience and allowing one to realise there is 
still dignity and pride in all the gunners. 
  

Thinking back, how quick this year has flew past and looking at the 
objectives that we have achieved.  It would not have been possible 
without the members of the School of Artillery.  The members that 
have display their loyalty to the unit, were those that did not hesitate 
to be at work, and work, throughout this year.  To all the members 
that contributed in the unit, to allow it to be different through your 
contributions and actions, I thank and salute you.  Thank you for 
being agents of change in support of restoring the dignity of the SA 
Army and ultimately the unit. 
The School of Artillery has had the privilege to be the home unit of 
many gunners.  It is with sadness that we are seeing members being 
transferred to other opportunities along their career paths.  To those 
who have served alongside us, may you built on what you have 
learnt at the unit we trust that there where you find yourself today, 
you will improve the lives of those, who will gain from your 
leadership and expertise.  You are all friends of the School of Artillery 
and will remain as such, don’t become distant and estranged we are 
still one big family. 
To the incoming members to the School of Artillery, welcome to the 
unit we are honoured to have you as part of a successful team.  The 
unit is in full swing in preparation for 2021, so we encourage you to 
step-up the pace and fall in, there is no-time to be wasted. You need 
to make yourself memorable! 
Various members have been promoted, congratulations to each one 
of you, may you use the opportunity wisely.  You are the ones that 
have to raise the bar and claim the confidence that have been 
bestowed upon you, you can only achieve this through dedication 
and commitment. 
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The School of Artillery is also proud of Lt Col M.J. Tshabalala who has 
been appointed as the Officer Commanding 4 Artillery Regiment, all 
the best to you, be sure to know that the unit will support you and 
that you will be truly missed in the unit.  Thank you for what you 
have done for the Corps and the unit while serving in the training 
environment.  Now is the time to apply all those theories into 
practice.  School of Artillery salute you.  Lt Col T.F. Busakwe 
congratulations with your appointment as well as the Officer Artillery 
Mobilisation Regiment, you have no lesser of a challenge in closing 
the unit.  All the best to you and we will truly miss you, all the best 
with all your ventures and know that the unit will support you.  
School of Artillery salute you. 
According to Timothy Sykes, Entrepreneurs 
(https://www.entrepreneur.com), to set yourself apart from the 
competition (other unit) you need to: 

 Find your edge 

 Have clear cut goals 

 Dedicate yourself to your work 

 Be transparent 

 Strengthen your weaknesses 

 Learn from every experience 

The year 2020 has come and gone at a furious pace, let us not be 
discouraged and maintain what we have set to achieve, being the 
best Centre of Excellence.  Let us embrace the six pointers of 
Timothy Sykes and contribute in bringing a positive change to those 
around us and set the School of Artillery on a course to differentiate 
us from other units. 
You all are deserving a time of joy and prosperity with your loved 
ones and family during the festive season.  Enjoy the travels and time 
at home, be sure to return to the unit well rested and prepared to 
embrace the New Year and all its challenges.  We will shape them 
into opportunities.  
May God bless you and your loved ones with a prosperous and joyful 
festive season. Safe travels until we see each other again in the New 
Year. 
 
“Per Scientiam Vires” – Strength through knowledge 
 
Lt Col W.M. Botha 
Acting Officer Commanding School of Artillery 

 
 
 
 

 

Saint Barbara to the rescue… 
(By Lt Col S.T.J. Johnson) 
 
The Artillery family all over the world accepts St Barbara as their 
patriot saint, the protector of all Artillery men and women. This 
allegiance came true in a very unique way while on a course in 
Cuba in 2019. As part of the course structure we visited the 

Denuncia Memorial on 07 November 2019.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The memorial is formerly known as the Cuban Interior Ministry 
museum but was remodeled in 2017 to become what it is known 
today. The whole set-up is designed to tell the story of the US 
sanctions against Cuba. This also includes all the sabotage actions 
of the FBI as well as plans to assassinate Fidel Castro. The 
entrance stairway is covered with more than 3000 crosses, 
denoting people killed in skirmishes involving the US and other 
foreign powers since 1959, from the Bay of Pigs war to the 1976 
bombing onboard Cuban Flight 455. While you will only get one 
side of the story, the exhibits are so well presented and intriguing 
that you are forced to read and enquire more. There is however 
too much historical evidence to support all the displayed events.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.entrepreneur.com/
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It was like visiting the South African apartheid museum, Cuban 
style. There was a lot to be learnt in terms of history and how the 
human spirit, irrespective of the nature of atrocities committed 
against it, will always strive for justice and equality. After the visit, 
as is customary all over the world, we had to thank the curator 
and her staff for the warm reception and the visit. It was at this 
point that the course chairperson realised that there was no 
token of appreciation to offer. Fortunately I had a Saint Barbara 
token from the unit and that saved the South African group the 
embarrassment and literally saved the day. The Saint Barabara 
token from the School of Artillery is now proudly displayed at the 
Denuncia memorial in Havana, Cuba.   

 
As they say in Spanish “Gracias por todo, Santa Barbara”, 
translated to Thank you for everything, Saint Barbara. Till we 
meet again! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Regimental Sergeant 
Major’s Column 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Use of customs, traditions and 
ceremonies at the School of Artillery 

 
 
What will a Unit be without Customs and Traditions?  
In this issue of the RSM Column I would like to explain customs 
and traditions that will be known to all Gunners that passed 
through the School of Artillery, even though you may find new 
customs/traditions that are currently also practiced at the School 
of Artillery.  Some Customs and traditions might be from higher 
echelons, but the essence is that we are practicing these on 
various unit occasions. 
To save time, not all the traditions will be mentioned.   
We, as a gunner entity are proud of these customs/traditions and 
these activities need to be practiced to carry them over to the 
next generation. 
 
Arbor Day is an International tradition and each year the School 
of Artillery participates in this Green Event.  The School of Artillery 
uses this opportunity to teach young gunners about this very 
important event and each section plants an indigenous tree that is 
sponsored by the Parks and Recreation of JB Marks Municipality. 
 

Recognition Parade (where unit members receive recognition for 
outstanding work, including Public Service Act Personnel) is a 
tradition that is still practiced at the School of Artillery.  Combined 
with the Recognition Parade is the Swagger Parade, where the 
whole unit will march through the unit to the sound of drums; 
with School of Artillery Unit Flag in front. 
 
Promotion Parades for Non-Commissioned Officers in the 
Artillery Formation are hosted at the School of Artillery as well as 
the Inauguration of Gunners (Military Skills Development System, 
MSDS, on completion of Artillery Corps training) into the Artillery 
Corps. 
 
Gunners Initiation is one of the highlights of gunners completing 
their practical phase in the field and qualifying as Gunners.   
 
Pocket Knife is a tradition conducted by Sergeants-Major for 
Sergeants-Major who are transferred out of the unit.  The 
tradition is to hand over the pocket knife and in return the 
receiver gives the person giving the knife a silver coin (*Lest the 
blade sever the Friendship). The pocket knife is also engraved with 
the first name of the receiver. 
 
Breakfast on the Target is conducted on completion of the 
practical exercise as a gesture of thanks to the Almighty Lord for 
his protection and to thank all the instructors who made the field 
exercise possible. This is done in style with decorated shrapnel out 
of the ammunition craters as well as crockery and cutlery.  
 
The Newsletter you are currently reading is a tradition that has 
existed since 1987.  
  
Four School of Artillery flags are hoisted at the entrance of the 
main gate early in the morning, hanging from the sleeve down, to 
inform all unit members that important visitor (s) are on the way 
to the School of Artillery.  The School of Artillery flags will also fly 
during all main events at the School of Artillery.  If necessary, the 
silent guard will form-up in line with the flags. 
The School of Artillery Unit Song , which was established in 2019 
and first sung during the 85th Year Celebrations of the School of 
Artillery in September 2019. It also serves as the School of 
Artillery Unit March and is therefore sung during march-past 
parades. 
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The Tin-Hat was first introduced in 2008 for Artillery members 
who go on pension and then fires his last round on the G1 25pdr 
gun during his/her farewell parade. The Tin-Hat is worn during the 
firing of the gun and kept safe at the School of Artillery.  
 
Sergeants-Major Colour Drink was introduced to build cohesion 
and Esprit de Corps amongst Sergeants-Major and is a custom 
used when Sergeants-Major get together socially.  Zappa colours 
are used for different Sergeants-Major ranks. Formation Sergeant-
Major (Command SM) – black, RSM (obvious reason) – red, Senior 
Sergeant-Major (to allow red to be utilized by RSM) – green, 
Sergeant-Major First class (neutral colour) – white, Sergeant-
Major Class 2 (obvious reasons) – blue, invited guests (neutral 
colour) – white.  
Toast on the Guns is done by School of Artillery Sergeants-Major 
whenever a group of Sergeants-Major are together.  Colour coded 
drinks are used for this occasion and the toast is led by appointed 
Sergeant-Major and the rest will follow. 
 

“TOAST ON THE GUNS 

 
By them we Live, 
For them we Fall. 
Whatever the Mission, 
We`ll give our All. 

 
We`ll serve them with Honour, 
For them are the Ones; 
That makes us, Artillerymen, 
So Here`s To The Guns: 

 
THE GUNS” 

 
A Memorial Dome is currently in the process to being erected at 
the School of Artillery and in 2021 this will be added to the rich 
customs/traditions of the School of Artillery.  Photos of progress 
on this matter will be seen in this issue of the Newsletter. 

 
 

Progress on unit projects 
Troop’s LTU facilities….   Memorial site…………. 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Memorial site. Thanks and appreciation to Forpress Technologies , Maj Genl R. Anderson and the Gunners 
Association of South Africa  for their unselfish contribution to this wonderful project.   



Issue: Volume 08 of 2020 
(December) 

SA Army Theme for 2020 – “Restoring the dignity of 
the SA Army to its rightful glory”. 

 
Page 6 of 18 

 
 

Unit events 
(Capt Tumi Chabalala) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Improvement of unit award system  
 
The School of Artillery has always had a unique 
workforce of overachievers. The unit has a system of 
rewarding unit members who are dedicated to their 
work. Awards are handed over to deserving 
members on a monthly basis on a recognition 
parade and on the award ceremony for the yearly 
achievers. During the recognition parade the 
monthly achievers are rewarded with certificates 
which include certificates for the sports, fitness and 
achiever section. During award ceremony there are 
usually three categories of awards given out, the 
merit certificates given to the runner ups, the 
achiever of the year award given to the best 
achievers of the year and the ex merito jacket given 
to the overachievers of the unit. This jacket has 
always been given to overachiever men and women 
in uniform. The jacket has been one design of male 
make and was worn by both genders. 
 
This year, a second jacket has been introduced as 
part of the ex merito award and it will be given to 
the ladies. There is now a jacket for the men and 
ladies. The pictures of these jackets will be published 
on the next issue. 
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School of Artillery command 
group celebrates the RSMs 
birthday: 17 November 2020 
 
The unit command group surprised the RSM van Zyl 
with breakfast in celebration of his birthday. The unit 
command group gathered at Botsalano to celebrate 
with the RSM. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SA Army Artillery Fmn SMP: 
November 2020 

The School of Artillery hosted the  SA Army Artillery 
formation for the Short Medium term planning 
session  that was held over period 09 to 13 
November 2020. 
 

Promotion of senior officers:  
11 November 2020  
   
The General Officer Commanding, Brig Gen Makina 
had the pleasure of promoting Majors Matlala and 
Mello to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and Captains 
Munyai, Motshwene, Lekokoana and Nene to the 
rank of a Major. 
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Farewells 2020: 27 November 
2020 

 
The unit members gathered at the NPF club area to 
bid Cpln Jordaan and Ms Serame farewell as the end 
of their service to the unit and the SANDF. Cpln 
Jordaan will be going on pension on 31 December 
2020 after serving the SANDF for 26 years. Ms 
Serame retired on the 30 November 2020 after 
service the Department of Defence for 36 years.  
 
The farewell ceremony started at 10 at the club area. 
L/Bdr Johnson read the code of conduct of 
uniformed members and Mr Phillip read the conduct 
of conduct for the Defence Civilians. The curriculum 
vitae of the members were read by the 
abovementioned members. The Acting Officer 
Commanding, Lieutenant Colonel Botha gave a 
speech and handed out certificates and trophies for 
the retiring members. In his speech, Lt Co Botha 
thanked the members for their dedicated service to 
the unit and urged them to use their retirement to 
do all the things they sacrificed for work and to enjoy 
their time with their families. The members enjoyed 
a light snack before departure. 
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2020 Awards ceremony: 02 
December 2020 
  
The School of Artillery hosted an award ceremony on 
02 December 2020 where the achievers of the year 
2020 were rewarded with certificates, awards and ex 
merito jackets. The Acting Officer commanding 
awarded Ms Mapogoshe with an ex merito jacket, a 
first jacket to the awarded to a Non Uniformed 
member. This year, the Acting Officer Commanding 
thanked and acknowledged the members of the unit 
that are transferred to other units by giving them 
certificates and coins of good services to the School 
of Artillery. After the award ceremony the unit 
members and the recipients enjoyed light 
refreshments at the club area. 
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L/Bdr inauguration ceremony: 
03 December 2020 
 
 
On 03 December 2020, the General Officer 
Commanding SA Army Arty Fmn, Brig Gen Makina 
had the pleasure of promotion the gunners to a rank 
of a lance bombardier.   For the L/Bdr Johnson was 
the announcer for the ceremony. She called the 
recipients out in sets of three and they went up the 
stage to collect their ranks from the GOC. 
 
Bdr Dube read the creed of the NCO during the 
parade. The general address the parade and 
congratulated the members on their promoted and 
reminded of the great responsibility that they are 
charged with. 
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Christmas church service: 
09 December 2020 
 
The School of Artillery members attended the 
Christmas parade hosted by Cpln Jordaan in front of 
Supp Wing HQ on 09 December 2020. The unit 
members gather to give thanks to the Lord for the 
achievements of this year and pray for safe travels 
back home for festive season. The Cpln bid all unit 
members farewell as it was his last service with the 
unit before his retirement on 31 December 2020. 
The Cpln also thank all the unit members for all the 
good years they worked and for their contribution to 
his career. The Cpln went on to say the time he 
spent working at the School of Artillery was the best 
time in his military career. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MSDS 20 inauguration 
ceremony: 
11 December 2020 
 
 
The celebrations started on Tuesday, 8 December 
2020 with a drill competition between the two 
platoons of the MSDS 20 intake. The platoon 
competed against each other to showcase their drill 
expertise in front of a panel of judges. The panel of 
judges consisted of SWO Moleko, SWO Modiakgotla 
and WO1 Motingwe. 
 
 During the opening address, the Acting Officer 
Commanding School of Artillery, Lt Col Botha 
emphasised that drill is a basic form of discipline for 
a soldier and how well a soldier drill displays their 

discipline.  
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On 11 December 2020, the moment that the MSDS 
2020 intake has been looking forward to has finally 
arrived. They have completed their corps training 
and will be finally crowned as gunners. 
 
The parade started at 09:00 at the School of Artillery 
parade ground. The Acting Officer Commanding, Lt 
Col Botha was the functionary. He handed out 
certificated to the recipients, the top achievers of 
the intake  and awarded the best drill platoon.  
 
The parade was attended by the GOC SA Army Fmn 
Brig Gen Makina and the FSM, CWO Niemand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Issue: Volume 08 of 2020 
(December) 

SA Army Theme for 2020 – “Restoring the dignity of 
the SA Army to its rightful glory”. 

 
Page 13 of 18 

 
 

 

Trg & Evaluation 

(by Maj Lebatla)

 

The year 2020, with its global challenges due to 
COVID-19 did not spare training of challenges.  
The start of learning programmes (LPs) were 
influenced which called for the revision of the 
Flow of Training.  Out of the sixteen (16) LPs 
that were planned on the Rev 1.6 of the Flow of 
Trg the three (3) LPs of GW commenced 
including the six (6) MSDS LPs.  The learners 
arrived on different LPs without COVID-19 
infections.  However a few were quarantined a 
few times with symptoms.  We were able to 
look back with pride after successfully 
completing these LPs.  The two LPs, Bty Cdr and 
TA were cancelled due to cancellation of LPs in 
the SA Army.  However, ARTYNAV is postponed 
to January 2020.   
The ARTYYOC being the longest with twenty 
three (23) weeks conquered, it went through all 
the national disaster levels from level where the 
learners were not able to leave the unit but it 
became less frustrating as the levels 
progressed.  The facilitators understood the fact 
that we needed all hands on deck, it was a team 
effort that the senior officers of the unit were 
united in assisting GW with facilitation of LPs.  
We have never experienced such frustration, 
and concerns between learners and facilitators  

 
but the cohesion amongst the facilitators 
conquered all and made the leaners to trust 
them and progressed well. 
With limited physical activity the unit PTI 
ensured that the team spirit still prevailed by 
organising activities like tug of war challenge 
between the sections.  It was amazing how we 
can still come together and enjoy a moment of 
physical challenge.  The members in the unit 
indicated that they also needed to keep fit and 
called for the gym to open.  At this stage it has 
only 19 members and is work in progress. 
There are a few highlights for the year in 
training, the finalisation of BPO LP during 
combat readiness exercise.  The finalisation of 
five (5) MSDS LPS and three (3) awaiting Mod X, 
and the promotion of the Lance Bombadiers 
parade as held on 02 December 2020.  The 
inauguration of the new Gunners parade will be 
held on 11 Dec 2020.  The was also a change in 
the training environment with the SO1 Trg & 
Eval, Lt Col Tshabalala being transferred to 4 
Arty Regt as well as the Chief Instructor GW, Lt 
Col Mashumi being appointed as OC Arty Mob 
Regt.  We wish them well in their new 
endeavours! 
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RTW 

Involvement in Op Notlela: 27 March to 18 October 2020 
(Lt Col H. Abrahams) 

 
Op Notlela was designed for the SANDF to assist the Department 
of Health and other stakeholders in the National Effort to mitigate 
the spread of the COVID-19 virus over period 27 March 2020 to 18 
October 2020. SANDF members all over the country were 
deployed under OP NOTLELA to assist in minimizing the spread of 
the virus by taking part in various operations in conjunction with 
the SAPS, Law Enforcement agencies and Health Department. 
 
Members of the SA Army Artillery Formation HQ, School of 
Artillery and 4 Artillery were deployed in the North West Province 
under operational command of Joint Tactical Head Quarters North 
West under command of Lt Col H. Abrahams who was appointed 
as the Bn Commander for the deployment. The Bn HQ was 
situated in Rustenburg, Phokeng Public Order Police Base, from 
where it commanded the different Companies (Coy’s). 
 
The FSE under J Tac HQ NW covers the areas from Taung, 
Klerksdorp and Potchefstroom in the South to Rustenburg, Brits 
and Mankwe in the East of the North West Province. There was 
also a Company deployed in Zeerust and Mahikeng. This Company 
consisted of members from SAASIC, 10 SAI Bn and 2 SAI Bn 
respectively and was part of the Op Bn that was deployed under 
OP NOTLELA. The Army in general made a huge impact on the 
situation involving the Corona Virus (COVID-19) by assisting the SA 
Health Department with scanning and screening as well as the 
SAPS by ensuring that the Disaster Regulations were adhere to. 
Although the focus was on the mitigation of the spread of the 
Corona Virus, combating crime was also at the order of the day.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
The members of the School of Artillery and therefore also in the 
Arty Fmn did an excellent job during the deployment. They 
portrayed a high level of discipline and commitment towards their 
duties as citizens of South Africa. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lastly but not least, the deployed members reached out a lot to 
the communities in the areas where they were deployed by 
donating food hampers, fixing building structures and making 
community members aware of the seriousness and the danger of 
the current situation the country finds itself in.  

 
 
 
The execution of effective Coy Parades was one of the elements 
that uplifted the standard of discipline during OP NOTLELA. 
Members made time to concentrate on their fitness and keeping 
the mind going while on deployment.  Community projects and 
the awareness of the effect of the COVID-19 virus was one of the 
greatest objectives in the fight against the Corona Virus pandemic.  
 

 

 
 

 
Brig Gen Mothloki (IPC J Tac HQ NW) and Lt Col Abrahams (BN Cdr) during a 
SANDF;SAPS operation briefing. 
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Thinking of you  
The following members are on the School of Artillery prayer chain and we call on all our friends and colleagues to 
think of them in your daily prayers: 
 

  

 Unit Members on Course 
 

Lt Chauke – PD School   
   
 

 Detach Duty 
 
 

Capt Mohale – 4 Arty Regt Bdr Magaseng – Arty Fmn L/Bdr Ditabe-  
Bdr Nkuna – Arty Fmn Bdr Bodiba- Arty Fmn   
Bdr Rambofheni – Arty Fmn Bdr Tshikudu – Arty Fmn   
L/Bdr Sekanka – Arty Fmn L /Bdr Montle – Arty Fmn   

 

 Transfers 
 
 

Lt Col Tshabalala WO1 Du Preez Gnr Halom  
Lt Col Mashumi WO2 Ditsepu Gnr Bains  
Maj Pokolo WO2 Syster   
Capt Matlhoi WO2 Balatseng   
Capt Munyai Gnr Theart   
    

 Promotions 

 
Capt Banda 
Capt Mthethwa 
WO1 Fourie  
WO2 Thembu 
WO2 Balatseng 

 

 
 Deceased members 

 
The School of Artillery also remembers the following members who passed away during this year: 
 

 Late Sgt Sidhizha  
 

 Ms Khuska. 
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Quiet time 
(Cpln J.J. Jordaan) 

 

This is my last article for the Sharpend as the Chaplain of the 
School of Artillery. I can say with many Gunner comrades-in-
arms: “Once a Gunner, always a Gunner!” I’ve been here. As 
Uilspieël (Storybook character) said: “If I never come here again; 
at least I was here!” 
 
Ten years back I came here, being not even a “Rookie” Gunner. I 

knew nothing! It was the strangest feeling. You hear the members 

speak, you understand the language, but you have no idea what 

they are saying. I felt as if I started all over again learning a foreign 

language. 

I met great men and women. I met Col de Villiers and Col Dawid 

Schoonwinkel, Lt Col Landon Croft,  WO1 Yogi Joubert, WO1 

Gerrie Craucamp, Maj Magabane, Gloria, Violet, Anna and 

Martha. I walked with all of them. Some longer, others shorter 

distances, but I loved all of them. With a few members I walked to 

the edge of the valley of the shadow of death, but we had to say 

goodbye therefore I couldn’t continue the journey with them. 

Others said goodbye when they retired. Others were transferred.  

We prayed a lot. Many prayers were heard by our wonderful God. 

One of them was when our previous Officer Commanding, Col 

Schoonwinkel, had a heart attack and recovered. God was so true 

to us in the time I was at the School of Artillery. Wow we have 

prayed a lot and God listened to all our prayers! Praise His Name! 

One of the most enjoyable things for me is when members get 

promotion. To see a young boy or girl, MSDS member, grow up 

and become a Lieutenant and later a Captain. To see a naughty 

Lieutenant became a Unit Officer Commanding. To see a sergeant 

become a Sergeant-Major. I’ve seen many members get their 

promotion. I loved that.   

I’ve met many members of the Industry during the time I’ve been 

at the School of Artillery. That was a privilege like none other. I 

enjoyed their visits to the School, and our visits to their facilities. 

Always friendly and always a highlight in our routine. Yes and 

thank you for the pleasure of many golf days! 

To see myself growing from a young Chaplain to an older Chaplain 

was also a great experience. Only problem is: the longer you stay, 

the more members you meet and the more love you have to give. 

We have beautiful members at the School of Artillery; we always 

had. Thank you for everyone who played a role in my 

development and the joy of becoming a Gunner!  

To every member of the Artillery Corps and especially of the 

School of Artillery I want to say “Thank you”.  You will never know 

how much you meant to me. It was a privilege working next to 

you. Everyone of you has a very special place in my heart. I did 

what I could. If I slipped somewhere or said something in a wrong 

way I ask your forgiveness. I am especially proud that I may say: 

“Once a Gunner, always a Gunner!” Thank you that you made me 

part of your core business! 

Thank you all. My prayers will be with you. A special thank you to 

Lt Col Botha and the RSM, MWO van Zyl and all the rest for your 

support and interest in the last days of my service. May God be 

with you and guide you every day. Please make sure that if we do 

not see in this world again that we do see one another again in 

heaven! 

2 Cor 13:11 And now, my friends, good-bye! Strive for perfection; 
listen to my appeals; agree with one another; live in peace. And 
the God of love and peace will be with you.  

2 Cor 13:12 Greet one another with the kiss of peace. All of God's 
people send you their greetings.  

2 Cor 13:13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 

Sala Sentle! (Keep well) Modimo o be le lona!! (The Lord will stay 

with you all) 

Cpln Jordaan 

 

The NG Congregation of Eerste Vesting 

closed down on Sunday 29 November 
2020 
 

This Congregation was formed in 1957 when Eerste Vesting 

seperated from Potcgefstroom-Noord congregation to form a 

congregation on its own. This was necessary due to the big 

amount of National Service men in the military bases in 

Potchefstroom.  On 29 Nov 2020, 63 years after the congregation 

originated, the last service took place. On this day the 

congregation also said goodbye to their last minister, Cpln (Ds) 

Japie (J.J.) Jordaan. He and his wife, Annemarie Jordaan, are 

retiring.  

Eerste Vesting was the last of the Military Congregtions to close 

their doors. In 2019 the sad reality of the matter became evident. 

With time the numbers of active members dropped and the 

congregation had to appoint a Chaplain to minister to them. They 

could not afford to  support a minister on their own. When no 

succesor for Ds Jordaan could be found the  sad situation 

indicated that the end of the road for Eerste Vesting was in sight. 

Cpln (Ds) Japie Jordaan will retire  on 31 December 2020 from the 

Military  after 26 years of service to the members of the SANDF.  

The last ten years of this service to the military Cpln Jordaan also  

ministered  to the members of Eerste Vesting.  

A few highlights from inside the walls of the church during the last 

63 years:   

On Sunday evenings in the past years up to 1500 members 

attended the evening services. Those who could not find place to 

sit inside stood outside in the Lapa. Many young soldiers found a 

spiritual home in Eerste Vesting. 

With the development of Dassierand many civillian members 

started to join Eerste Vesting. The Sunday school and the actions 

for the small Children bloomed.  The Senior Church youth action  

printed a booklet with the name of JAS (Coat) JAS was an 

abriviation for “Jesus as Skuiling”. (To Hide in  Jesus)  THE Children 

were treated on many things like games and “Sleepovers’’. The 
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Children also copied the Bible by each writing a chapter of the 

Bible into a bigger book! 

Women brought their part in presenting fund raising events and 

lots of cakes were baked and sold.  

Witrand rehabilitation members attended services with Eerste 

Vesting for many years. Every year close to Christmas  they were 

treated with a Christmas package from the hearts of Eerste 

Vesting members.  Many of them were confirmed as members of 

Eerste Vesting. There were stages that this Witrand grouping 

became larger than 100 people! On the annual Christmas carol 

service they always sang “Silent night” to entertain the members 

of Eerste Vesting.   

Another activity that made Eerste Vesting famous were the  

Weekend  Camping events. Members could get to know one 

another  better in an informal  environment. 

What made Eerste Vesting unique  is that they didn’s stop caring 

for those in need when the congregation became smaller.  Clothes 

were sold, celebrities were imported to enhance the funds of the 

congregation in order to keep on to feed the hungry. One of the 

greatest fund raising events was when the members gathered to 

bake pancakes.  This activity reached legendary status!  

The last  five years or so Eerste Vesting presented golf days to 

raise funds with the primary goal to help people in need. These 

were blessed events and well- liked by all who attended and 

played together.  

During the  last few years our outreach projects grew more to 

support the older members of society.  Food, blankets, pre-paid 

electricity or even LED lanterns were in the basket to  bless the 

elderly.  

As members were transferred or moved out of the Eerste Vesting  

environment it became evident that  the time has come to 

reconsider our situation. The end of an era was reached and it 

was with lots of tears that the congregation reunited with 

Potchefstroom - Noord on 29 November 2020  

 NG Eerste Vesting – we will remember your influence and 

blessings in our lives. All the ministers that ministered here, every 

official serving in his/her way. We will remain the Church of Christ 

in the world He send us to.  

May we conclude with these words: Soli Deo Gloria! (Latin: To 

God alone be the glory!) 

He promised to be with us until the very end of age! 

 

HISTORY OF OFFICIALS SERVING IN EERSTE VESTING 

 

Field preacher  J.H. Lourens became the first to minister to the 

members of Eerste Vesting on 13 September 1957. 

Ministers in the service of Eerste Vesting 

AO de Beer - 07/01/1965-28/7/1958 + 
JP Munnik – 21/4/1968 – 14/09/1980 
CW de Kock – 22/02/1969 – 01/10/1970 + 
PDG Conradie – 1970-1975 + 
JJ van Zyl – 21/6/1975 -6/6/1980 
BJ Linde – 9/1/1976-22/5/1990 + 
RM Britz – 14/2/1981 – 31/01/1984 
PJ Wessels – 02/04/1982 – 24/03/1991 + 
JMP Cornelius – 1/02/1987 – 31/10/2011 
M Cornelissen – 1985-1988 

JSF Botha – 11/12/0988 – 9/05/1993 
PJ Dorey – 16/6/1989-1/9/1991 
GP Delport – 15/8/1990 – 24/09/1995 + 
BJ van der Walt – 01/12/1991 – 03/01/1993 
M Cornelissen – 01/4/1991 – 11/06/1995 
DF de Jager – 23/6/1995 – 30/6/2002 + 
RA Stanton – 1/8/1993 – 2/4/1995 
DJ Venter – 23/4/1995 – 31/08/1997 
WP Burger – 23/6/1996 – 31/07/2001 + 
D Viljoen – 17/7/2002 – 25/01/2004 
JJ Jordaan – 13/2/2011 – 29/11/2020 
 
ORGANISTS 
CEB Eager – 1975-1978 
A van der Westhuizen – 1978-1980 
EA Davey – 1980-1994 
Daleen Kruger – 1994 – hede 
 
CHURCH WARDENS 
Gert Weyers 
Dawie Venter 
Bets Lubbe 
Martha Wolfaardt 
Elsie Koekemoer 
Gert Weyers 
Veronica Slabbert 
Maryna de Bruin 
Leon de Bruin 
 
SCRIBAS  
R van der Merwe 
A van der Merwe 
JCP Bekker 
J Coetzer 
Alida Claassen 
Wilma Gerber  
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Seasons’ greetings 
 

 
The School of Artillery wishes you and your families a 
blessed festive season, a merry Christmas and a 
prosperous 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


