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I would like to welcome 
you to the third COVID-19 
Coronavirus lockdown edi-
tion of the Reserve Force 
Volunteer. The continua-
tion of the pandemic and 
its impact on society has 
seen South Africans from 
all walks of life improvise, 
adapt and overcome many 
of the obstacles that the 
Coronavirus has cast in 
our paths. The Reserve 
members of the South Af-
rican National Defence 
Force (SANDF) still answer 
the call to serve along-

side their Regular counterparts in these trying 
times, soldiering on, through what adversity may 
come. 

This edition focuses closely on those who have  
contributed to the SANDF’S Reserves, whether in a 
leadership position, or in terms of contributions made 
in improving the capabilities and conditions of service 
of the Reserves as part of the One Force concept.  
To this end, it has adopted the theme ‘Reserves  
and Reserve Leadership in Times of Change’. 

Articles include profiles of the outgoing and incoming 
Chief SANDF and pieces on the farewells and tributes 
for retiring or transferred senior officers of the Defence 

Reserves Division, most notably the stepping down  
of Chief Defence Reserves, Major General R.C.  
Andersen. His final foreword in this magazine  
accompanies a message from the Surgeon General 
of the SANDF, Lieutenant General Z.W.S. Dabula. 

Even though many of the events usually finding their 
way into the Volunteer have been on hold due to the 
restrictions brought about by lockdown, important  
deployments, force preparation and continuation  
training (for Operations CORONA and PROSPER) were 
unceasing. Retreats, work sessions and fact-finding 
visits executed in aid of strengthening the Reserves 
too, continued apace. This is highlighted notably with 
articles on the retreat conducted by Directorate SA 
Army Reserves attended by the Deputy Minister of 
Defence and Military Veterans, the Honourable T.S.P. 
Makwetla, and the visits he made to Reserve units. 

While the Reserves family has taken leave of some 
who have retired, promoted or been transferred,  
others have passed on unexpectedly or laid down 
their lives as casualties of the pandemic. Their  
passing is reflected on the magazine’s In Memoriam 
page. We will remember them. 

The Reserve Force Volunteer magazine team acknowl-
edges the resilient men and women of the SANDF  
Reserves who serve with honour, dignity, courage and 
integrity! Your stories are here, and yet to come!  

Jacques Jean Pierre de Vries

Acting Editor  



Sub heading

3RESERVE FORCE, THE SANDF’S EXPANSION CAPABILITY

Index

C SANDF/CORPORATE 
From the Editor’s desk 2

Captain J.J.P. de Vries

Message from the Surgeon General of the South African 
National Defence Force  4 

Lieutenant General (Dr) Z.W.S. Dabula

Foreword by Chief of Defence Reserves  6
Major General Roy Andersen

DEFENCE RESERVES
New SANDF Appointments and Retirements 7

Colonel E.C. Herandien

Chief SANDF Change of Command Parade: From General  
Shoke to General Maphwanya 8 
  Able Seaman S. Ramonyai

Unforgettable Reserves Send-off in Cape Town for  
Outgoing C SANDF  11

Captain J.J.P. de Vries

Chief Defence Reserves' Final Engagement:  
Major General Andersen's Shots from the Commanding Heights  16

Captain J.J.P. de Vries

Curriculum Vitae of the Outgoing Chief Defence Reserves    21
Reserve Force Volunteer

Profile of the Outgoing Chief SANDF – May 2021     22

Profile of the Incoming Chief SANDF – May 2021 23

The Newly Appointed Director Defence Reserves –  
Brigadier General Zoleka Niyabo-Mana  24

Reserve Force Volunteer

Defence Reserves Division Takes Leave  
of Brigadier General Debbie Molefe  26

Captain J.J.P. de Vries

Tribute to the Late Lieutenant Colonel Zola Nombida,  
SO1 Defence Reserves Provincial Office Limpopo   28

Major N. Mena

Update on the Work of the South African National  
Defence Force Education Trust   29

Colonel M.E. van Wyk

Lieutenant Colonel Uys van der Westhuijzen  
Recognised for His International Cooperation   30

Lieutenant Colonel J.A. Conradie and Mrs R. Lord

C SANDF Project KOBA-TLALA Re-skilling for Northern Cape 
Reserves in Kimberley from 8 February 2021 to  
20 February 2021   31

Lieutenant Colonel J.S. Titus

RFC
The Reserve Force Council Loses a Stalwart 32

Brigadier General (Ret) J.A. Del Monte

SA ARMY
Directorate Army Reserve Retreat Top on Department  
of Defence Agenda 34

Captain J.J.P. de Vries

Surgeon General Visit to Fort iKapa Military Base  37
Sergeant R.S. Baartman

Continuation Training at Spookbos Training Area 38
Lieutenant M.S. Mokopanele 

Deputy Minister of Defence and Military Veterans  
Visits Army Reserve Units in Johannesburg  39

Captain J.J.P. de Vries

General Botha Regiment Spreads its Wings for Return  
from Operation CORONA Deployment in the Northern Cape  41
  Lieutenant Colonel N. Koen 
 
Deputy Minister of Defence and Military Veterans  
Visits Fort iKapa Military Base 42 
  Lieutenant Colonel J.A. Conradie and Mrs R. Lord

Umzimvubu Regiment Journey Towards Operation PROSPER  44
Rifleman T.R. Tshivhenga

Army Foundation Provides a Sponsorship to C SANDF  
Project KOBA-TLALA Initiative at General Botha Regiment  
in Mpumalanga  46

Lieutenant Colonel N. Koen

Blaauwberg Armoured Regiment Conducts Change  
of Office Ceremony for its RSM    48
  Lieutenant Colonel J.A. Conradie and Mrs R. Lord 

Nelson Mandela Artillery Regiment’s Pipes and Drums  
Doing their Community Responsibility by Bringing Joy  
to Retirement Home Residents  50

Major (Ret) D. Coetzee

Sad Passing of Mrs Marilyn Cameron – King Cetshwayo  
Artillery Regiment 52

Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) C. Craig-Mackie

SA AIR FORCE
Tribute to the Fallen Heroes of the South African Air Force 53

Lieutenant General (Ret) C. Gagiano and Lieutenant Colonel E. van Blerk

Memorial Service Conducted for Two South African Air Force 
Reserve Members who Lost their Lives during the Fatal  
Air Force Museum Aircraft Crash 57

Reserve Force Volunteer

SA NAVY
Training Ship Birkenhead Gives Overstrand Youth Hope  60

Lieutenant Commander A.G. von Zeil

Sea Cadet Volunteers Assist UCT Jagger Library  
in Recovery after Devastating Fire and Gain Practical  
Experience  62 
  Lieutenant Commander A.G. von Zeil
 
TS Springs Sea Cadets Participate in Swedish  
Army Challenge 64

Lieutenant Commander (SCC) C. Hand

TS Woltemade Legend Hands Over Command 66
Lieutenant Commander A.G. von Zeil

SAHMS
3 Medical Battalion Group’s Role during Operation NOTLELA 69

Sergeant K. Jeppie

3 Medical Battalion Group’s Training Objectives Accomplished 70
Sergeant K. Jeppie

In Memoriam                                                   71



4 RESERVE FORCE, THE SANDF’S EXPANSION CAPABILITY

Lieutenant General (Dr) Z.W.S. Dabula, OStJ

Message from the Surgeon General of the South 
African National Defence Force

A
s the Surgeon General of the South African 
National Defence Force (SANDF), I am 
honoured to be given the opportunity to 

provide input in this edition of the Reserve Force 
Volunteer Magazine. The fact that we find ourselves 
in the middle of a worldwide pandemic that is 
seriously challenging current military strategies, 
makes it more appropriate. The Reserve Force 
component of the SANDF plays an important role 
in ensuring a combat-ready military force as it 
reinforces and augments the Regular Force when 
the need arises. 

The outbreak of COVID-19, declared as a worldwide 
pandemic by the World Health Organisation (WHO), 
over the period December 2019 and continuing 
to this day, brought the world to a standstill. 

Serious challenges regarding the economic 
and social survival of many countries forced 

governments to develop and implement 
new and previously untested 

strategies to find  

a balance between demographic detriment and 
future prosperity.

It is normal that our way of life has changed forever. 
COVID-19 has proved that many of our previous 
mind-sets about shaping the current and the future 
are outdated and inadequate. The Department 
of Defence and Military Veterans, and specifically 
the SANDF are by no means excluded from this 
observation. Since the advent of our democracy in 
1994, Force Preparation and Force Employment 
strategies did not foresee the relevance and 
importance of a worldwide outbreak of a disease 
like COVID-19.

Since January 2020, the SANDF was sensitised 
about the challenges that COVID-19 has 
brought to countries around the world. On  
15 March 2020, our government declared the 
spread of the virus as the National State of Disaster 
and announced various interventions to curb the 
spread of the virus in South Africa. President Cyril 
Ramaphosa, announced that the SANDF will be 



deployed in support of the South African Police 
Service (SAPS) in the enforcement of the National 
Lockdown Regulations in an effort to contain the 
spread of COVID-19. 

This culminated in the implementation of Operation 
NOTLELA (Op NOTLELA) from 27 March 2020. 
This was a Joint Operation under the operational 
command of the Joint Operations Division. 
Although the operation was an SANDF operation, 
the South African Army and South African Military 
Health Service (SAMHS) were the primary role-
players.

The subsequent challenges faced by the SANDF, 
and more specifically the SAMHS has forever 
changed the way we will function as military health 
in the future. The SAMHS played a prominent 
role in providing continued support to Borderline 
Operations, supporting deployed forces in 
the enforcement of the National Lockdown 
Regulations, executing specific health operations 
to contribute to reducing the spread of infections, 
mortality and morbidity against COVID-19. Specific 
objectives were to ensure the provision of primary 
health services and the prevention and control 
of outbreaks to the affected populations and 
communities. In addition to that, the SAMHS was 
also requested to support the National Department 
of Health (NDoH) in situations where the existing 
infrastructure and resources were found to 
be inadequate. The successes of the SANDF 
and SAMHS during Op NOTLELA can only be 
applauded.

The Reserve component of the SAMHS is a 
major role player in our execution of military 
operations. The importance of having a combat 
and mission-ready Reserve Force capability to 
augment the Regular Force in the execution of 
ordered commitments and daily defence functions 
has never been emphasised more than in 2020. 
Aggressive recruitment and appointment of 
Health Care Practitioners in the SAMHS Reserves 
will always receive priority. The need to maintain 
personnel, equipment and infrastructure has never 
been as crucial as it is during COVID-19 pandemic. 

During the year 2021, the SAMHS has the continued 
responsibility for the leadership, management 
and coordination of the response and recovery 
associated with the COVID-19 pandemic in the 
Department of Defence and Military Veterans. A 
COVID-19 Resurgence Response and Recovery 
Contingency Plan has been established. This 
plan aims to prevent, contain and manage the 
spread of COVID-19 within the military community 
and to provide a timeous and consistent 
coordinated response when and where required. 
A comprehensive Force Health Protection 
Plan includes elements like contact tracing, 
Occupational Health and Safety management, 
decontamination and quarantine. 

I would like to thank our brave men and women 
who on a daily basis put their lives in danger. 
The soldiers patrolling our streets, land, air and 
maritime borders of our country, the Health 
Care Practitioners working around the clock to 
provide comprehensive healthcare to the military 
community, the supporting personnel that provide 
structure, system and procedures... thank you. 
Last, but not least, our who families who wait 
patiently for us to return after working tirelessly to 
keep our country and its people safe.  
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I 
have been very privileged to have served in the 
South African National Defence Force for just 
over fifty-five years. During this time there have 

been many highlights. 

Commanding the Transvaal Horse Artillery (now 
Sandfontein Artillery Regiment) at a relatively 
young age was an important milestone in my life. 
Thereafter having completed Staff Course, I was 
appointed Senior Staff Officer (SSO) Operations of 
7 Division, and had the opportunity to be involved 
in the planning and control of Exercise THUNDER 
CHARIOT, a very large divisional exercise. 

The most important event in my military career 
undoubtedly occurred in 2003 when, having served 
as Director Army Reserves, I was promoted to the 
rank of a Major General and appointed as Chief 
Defence Reserves. This provided an opportunity 
to lead the development of the Regulations for the 
Reserves as well as the Updated Reserve Force 
Service System. 

A highlight was however undoubtedly the 
performance of the Reserve Force during the 
lockdown. During this period, some 15 000 
Reserves responded to their call-ups, and provided 
3 350 000 mandays compared to the pre-COVID-19 
budget of 2 600 000 mandays. This was a truly 
impressive performance. 

Being Chief Defence Reserves also provided me 
with an opportunity to support General Solly Shoke, 
Chief South African National Defence Force, in the 
development of the South African National Defence 
Force Education Trust. To date, approximately  
R30 million has been raised to educate the children 
of soldiers who lost their lives or were severely 
injured mainly during operations. Support has  
to date been provided to 130 such dependants. 

I have always been a proud Gunner and my 
appointment as General of the Gunners, and 
more recently as a Master Gunner were also great 
honours. 

As I retire, I would like to thank my family and all of 
those who contributed to a satisfying career. I would 
also like to wish all members of the Reserve Force, 
for whom I have great respect, all the best for the 
future. I trust that the current budget restrictions will 
be lifted so as to provide the South African National 
Defence Force, including all Regular and Reserve 
Force members, with the resources and funding 
they deserve.  

Major General Roy Andersen, CSSA, SD, SM, MMM, JCD

Foreword by Chief of Defence Reserves
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Article by: Colonel E.C. Herandien, SSO Marketing and Promotions,  
Defence Reserves Division

New SANDF Appointments and Retirements

7

On 14 April 2021, the Commander-In-Chief of the South African National Defence Force (SANDF), 
President Cyril Ramaphosa appointed the new Chief SANDF (C SANDF) and new members of the 
SANDF Military Command Council (MCC).

Newly appointed C SANDF: Lieutenant General R. Maphwanya
Newly appointed Chief of Joint Operations (CJ Ops): Major General S.L. Sangweni
Newly appointed Chief of the South African Air Force (CAF): Major General W.S. Mbambo
Newly appointed Surgeon General SANDF (SG SANDF): Major General N.P. Maphaha
Newly appointed Chief of Defence Intelligence (CDI): Major General T. Mxakato

Office of Chief Defence Reserves congratulates and welcomes the new members…

Defence Reserves Division members going on retirement, promoted, or transferred

Major General R.C. Andersen - Retirement
Brig Gen S.D. Molefe - Appointed via lateral transfer as Director Collective Mechanisms (Labour Relations) 
at Human Resource Division
Brigadier General Z. Niyabo-Mana - Appointed as Director Defence Reserves
Captain (SAN) S. Khumalo - Appointed via lateral transfer as Senior Staff Officer (SSO) Works Skills 
Development at Defence Works Capability 
Captain (SAN) P.M. Faltenjwa - Appointed at Defence Reserves Division as SSO Strategy and Plan
Colonel K.G. Mosotho - Appointed at Defence Reserves Division as SSO Support
Colonel A.J. Putter - Appointed at Defence Reserves Division as SSO Policy
Lt Col C. Craig-Mackie - Retirement as Staff Officer Grade 1 Defence Reserves Provincial Office 
KwaZulu-Natal

Office of Chief Defence Reserves would like to thank you all for your committment to 
the SANDF and the Reserves in particular.      

Announcement of the new Chief of the South African National Defence Force and members of the Military 

Command Council at the Union Buildings on 14 April 2021 (image credit to GCIS). 



After ten long years of  
serving as Chief of the 
 South African National 

Defence Force (C SANDF), Gen-
eral (Gen) Solly Zacharia Shoke, 
handed over the command to 
his successor, Gen Rudzani 
Maphwanya during the Change 
of Command parade that took 
place at Thaba Tshwane Military 
Sports Club in Pretoria on  
28 May 2021. 

Among those attending was 
the President and Commander- 
in-Chief of the SANDF, Matamela 
Cyril Ramaphosa, the Minister 
of Defence and Military Veterans 
(MOD&MV), the Honorable 
Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula and  
the Military Command Council  
as well as many other luminaries. 

Gen Shoke assumed office on  
2 May 2011 after 6 years of 
serving as the Chief of the South 
African Army from 2004. His 
successor, Gen Maphwanya, was 
the top man in charge of the Joint 
Operations Division, just before 
he was appointed C SANDF.

Gen Shoke’s time as C SANDF 
is four years longer than that of 
his predecessor, Gen Godfrey Nhlanhla Ngwenya, 
who continued to serve the country as its 

ambassador to Angola. He held the post for just 
short of six years before retiring from uniform 

in May 2011. 

Gen Ngwenya succeeded Gen 
Simphiwe Nyanda, who 

was C SANDF from June 1998 
to May 2005, and is now the 
ambassador to Mozambique. Gen 
Nyanda took over from Gen Georg 
Meiring, the first C SANDF since 
the creation of the SANDF in 1994. 
Gen Meiring was C SANDF for 
just over four years, excluding six 
months as the then SA Defence 
Force (SADF) before the SANDF 
came into being.

The ten years of serving as the 
C SANDF, makes Gen Shoke to 
be the longest serving occupant 
among his predecessors.

All Chiefs of the SANDF to date 
served in the landward force 
before being charged with the 
responsibility of the most senior 
position in the national defence 
force.

In his parting words, Gen Shoke 
said he was confident that he was 
leaving the SANDF in capable 
hands. He said they had executed 
all of their tasks during his tenure 
even in instances of difficult 
circumstances and dwindling 
resources at their disposal.

Gen Shoke alluded that 
the incoming Chief is one of the people that 
made it possible for South Africa to enjoy the 
democracy that it has because of the sacrifices 
that they have made in ensuring that South Arica  
becomes free. 

He added: “I am greatly humbled to stand before 
you in my capacity as the outgoing CSANDF. Never 

Article by: Able Seaman S. Ramonyai, SA Soldier
Photographs by: Staff Sergeant N. Nkosi and Lance Corporal P. Mpangala

Chief SANDF Change of Command Parade:  
From General Shoke to General Maphwanya

Outgoing Chief of the South African 

National Defence Force, General 

Shoke, saying he is confident that he 

is leaving the SANDF in the capable 

hands of the incoming Chief.

Incoming Chief of the South African 

National Defence Force, General 

Rudzani Maphwanya.
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in my slightest dreams did I ever think I will live to 
see a South Africa that is free, let alone to serve in 
uniform and ascend to the highest office and rank 
and be at the helm of the SANDF. For that I would 
like to thank all of you who made it possible for us 
to be safe and live to see a free South Africa united 
in its diversity.”

Gen Shoke continued and thanked his family for 
the sacrifices they have made and the support that 
they have given him throughout difficult times. It is 
through their support and sacrifices that he was 
able to take on the job as demanding as this one 
and succeed, he said. 

“Without you and your support and understanding, 
my work would not have been easy. Thank you very 
much,” he appreciated.

He was also grateful to both former President Zuma 
and President Ramaphosa for the confidence they 
had in him and for giving him the responsibility to 
serve this country and its people. 

“That gave me strength and courage to carry on 
with my work duties with confidence, and I will 
forever be grateful,” he said.

His words of appreciation proceeded to the 
MOD&MV and the Secretary for Defence for 
creating a conducive environment that allowed 
defence force to operate.

Gen Shoke said he enjoyed each and every minute 
working alongside the Minister of Defence as her 
support made the burden of command a little 
easier.

He further relayed his special word of thanks to 
men and women at the sharp end who continue 
doing the work and execute some of the most 
difficult tasks being given to the SANDF, the men 
in uniform. 

“At times these soldiers are the least acknowledged. 
To you, I would like to say that I am very proud of 
you,” he said.

He highlighted: “You have made this defence  
force – the force that it is today and executed all your 
tasks, sometimes under difficult circumstances, 
with dwindling resources at your disposal. You have 

General Solly Shoke in the lead Land Rover during the 

parade, with his successor General Rudzani Maphwanya 

close behind. 

General Shoke hands over the sword of command to 

General Maphwanya.

A parachutist about to touch down at the  

Change of Command parade.



done well in peacekeeping and internal operations, 
whilst supporting our people in many ways 
including crime combatting. You have also been at 
the fore front in the battle against the Corona Virus 
ravaging our country.”

Amongst the many issues he addressed was the 
budget cut that is affecting the SANDF operations. 
However, on the shrinking budget, Gen Shoke 
urged: “let us all close ranks during this difficult 
period and preserve the little resources at our 
disposal so that we are able to continue executing 
our constitutional mandate as enshrined in the 
constitution. We must continue to do more with less 
in the midst of these difficult economic times our 
country faces.”

Speaking to the media, Gen Shoke said the 
continued budget cuts are having a detrimental 
effect on South Africa’s security. 

“The challenge that we are having which pains me 
is the underfunding that we are experiencing, thus 
affecting our competencies. Because as you know, 
sometimes people don’t appreciate the relationship 
between the defence force and the military industry, 
and sovereign capabilities. I’m sure you are aware 
of what is happening at Denel. That has serious 
implications for the security of this country and the 
function of the SANDF, because if you don’t have 
sovereign capabilities, people will sell to you what 
they have and dictate to you what you must do.”

Gen Shoke said the SANDF needs to be well funded 
to meet security threats, particularly the insurgency 
across the border in Mozambique. “Terrorism is a 
threat to all countries,” he said. 

“We should also ensure we are not taken by surprise. 
You know people sometimes take peace and security 
for granted. There’s no economy in the world that 
will grow under an unstable environment because 
before investors can come they must be sure their 
investments are secure and there is security and 
peace. So we are worried about the situation in 
Mozambique and we are prepared for any eventuality. 

That is why we prepare for war in peacetime so 
when war erupts we are not caught hanging.”

 

When asked about the highlights of his career,  
Gen Shoke said there have been so many and  
that “the good that we do is visible for people to  
see. We assist people when there are floods, 
veld fires, crime combatting – I’m sure you might 
have seen yesterday we arrested some people 
smuggling drugs and cigarettes along the  
borders. We do many things: when there are  
strikes in hospitals, mortuaries, and people always 
call for the defence force. The highlights are too 
many to elaborate on.”

In his concluding remarks at the podium, Gen 
Shoke said that “If there is any institution that has 
succeeded in building the Rainbow Nation, it is the 
South African National Defence Force. 

It is a force that was put together with people with 
diverse backgrounds... people who decided to rise 
above their own personal interests and be united in 
service to our nation and our country. I am sure that 
many people can learn from the successes that 
have been achieved as the South African National 
Defence Force in the last twenty-seven years. We 
should not focus on what divides us, but what 
brings us together as South Africans." 

Before stepping down, Gen Shoke said in parting 
for us to “be united in purpose, and serve the 
people of this country. I am very proud of you. I 
thank you.”  

Members of the audience at the Change of Command 

parade salute.
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C SANDF’s motorcade enters through the  

Castle of Good Hope’s gateway.
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Article and photographs by: Captain J.J.P. de Vries, Directorate SA Army Reserve

Unforgettable Reserves Send-off in Cape Town  
for Outgoing C SANDF

Among the medley of tunes played by the 
combined drums and pipes of the Nelson 
Mandela Artillery Regiment (formerly the 

Cape Field Artillery) and the Cape Town Highlanders 
in the Mother City's Castle of Good Hope for the 
outgoing Chief of the South African National 
Defence Force (C SANDF) – General S.Z. Shoke, 
the opening sentiment of the song "Auld Lang Syne" 
was most appropriate for this the Reserves' farewell 
to their Chief. "Should auld (old) acquaintances 
be forgot, and never be brought to mind?" leads 
on to the notion of cherishing and remembering 
longstanding friendships, such as the ones forged 
between Gen Shoke and the Reserves during his 
tenure as Chief of the Army from June 2004 until  
May 2011 when he assumed the position of C SANDF. 

Gen Shoke's visit to the Western Cape formed 
part of his tour of the country in the company of 
his soon-to-be successor, Lieutenant General R. 
Maphwanya, to bid farewell to the members he 
commands as with the Reserves' farewell event 
held for him at the Castle on the evening of Tuesday 
18 May 2021. 

C SANDF's Military Police-escorted motorcade 
entered through the gateway of Cape Town's 
iconic fort at sunset to be welcomed to the farewell 
function and gala dinner arranged by Defence 
Reserves Division (Def Res Div). Gen Shoke was 
ushered to the Castle's Kat Balcony by Chief 
Defence Reserves (C Def Res), Major General R.C. 
Andersen, to take in the martial drums and pipes 
against the backdrop of the Mother City's twilight-
silhouetted skyline. 

The gala dinner in honour of C SANDF was planned 
and executed by the Def Res Div and its Provincial 
Office Western Cape (PO WC), and hosted in the 
Castle's 'Het Bakhuys' venue in recognition of the 

services rendered by Gen Shoke to the SANDF and 
its Reserves. With COVID-19 mitigation measures 
firmly in place, the officers commanding of Reserve 
units in the Western Cape were in attendance with 
Chiefs of Service, senior representatives of the 
SANDF's Arms of Service and entities such as the 
Reserve Force Council (RFC). 

Upon C SANDF and his entourage taking their 
seats at the table of honour, the gala event was 
primed by a small but important tradition – paying 
the piper, with Gen Shoke raising a glass of whisky 
together with the Pipe Majors of Nelson Mandela 
Artillery Regiment and the Cape Town Highlanders, 
Mr G. Scheffel and Warrant Officer Class 2 C. 
Canning, high spirits all round! 
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THANKS FOR UNWAVERING SUPPORT TO 
RESERVES

Following the reading of the Code of Conduct 
for Uniformed Members of the SANDF by Lance 
Corporal J.A. Klaase of Chief Langalibalele Rifles 
(formerly the Cape Town Rifles – Dukes), Director 
Defence Reserves (D Def Res) Brigadier General 
(Brig Gen) Z. Niyabo-Mana delivered the evening's 
welcome address. Saluting and acknowledging the 
seniors and rank and file present, Brig Gen Niyabo-
Mana spoke on the the importance of gathering for 
this occasion, impressing upon Gen Shoke that 
"... this is our way of saying thank you, Sir, for the 
unwavering support that you always gave to us as 
the Division, and to members of the Reserves and 
the Department of Defence (DOD). Of imminent 
goodbyes soon to be under the spotlight, she 
stated that "... we are grateful, and infused with a 
sense of joy that we have had the opportunity to 
be commanded by you for the past ten years." She 
thereafter handed over proceedings to the capable 
hands of Army Reserves' Colonel C. Peter, Officer 
Commanding of Fort iKapa Military Base, who 
acted as Master of Ceremonies for the evening. 

WHO ARE THESE MEN AND WOMEN? WHERE 
ARE THEY FROM?

The Chaplain General of the SANDF, Brig Gen 
(Reverend) M.A. Jamangile, brought forth 

words of Scriptural wisdom and 
prayer for the evening, 

exhorting all to cast their minds to the Acts of the 
Apostles. In it, he discussed the notion that "God 
uses all kinds of people for His Kingdom-building. 
Regardless of how a person looks, where they 
come from, social or economic status... intellectual 
or educational progress... it does not matter. God 
uses all kinds of people to do His will. Such are the 
people around this table today... the Reserve Force 
called by the Chief of the National Defence Force." 
He mentioned the diverse backgrounds from which 
the Reserve members hailed from that C SANDF 
called upon so frequently to serve, "...coming from 
lonely dwellings, and some of them are coming from 
a myriad of backgrounds. I don't want to bother you 
all about this... but please let me refer you to all 
the holy books... read about Peter, Moses, David, 
Jacob, read about the Captain of the Syrian Army, 
read about the persecutor Saul... all these men 
are from a wandering generality, to a meaningful 
specificity. From a nobody, to somebody. From 
the ordinary, to the extroardinary... such are the 
Reserve Force members."  Before concluding in 
prayer, the Chaplain General concluded by saying 
that the Chief of the South African National Defence 
Force will always hold the Reserves in high regard.

I HAVE WRITTEN A BOOK ON LEADERSHIP, 
BUT I HAVE LEARNED A LOT FROM YOU, SIR

As the evening unfolded, C Def Res, Maj Gen 
Andersen took to the podium to address C SANDF 
and guests, underscoring the gravity of the 
occasion when he said that "I must say that I have 
experienced many privileges in my life, and few that 
can compare with the opportunity I have tonight to 
pay tribute and say farewell to General Shoke on 
behalf of the Reserve Force." C Def Res stressed 
that it was most fitting to do so, especially in light of 
the fact that it would be one of his last duties before 
retiring at the end of May.  

To the laughter of the audience, C Def Res quoted 
Mark Twain, who said... that there are two very 
important days in one's life – "The day you are born, 
and the day you realise WHY"... and pointed to three 
important, stand out days in Gen Shoke's life... "One, 
the day you were born in 1956... Two, the day you 
joined uMkhonto we Sizwe (MK) and the struggle 
some twenty two years later, and then of course 
the day you became the Chief of the South African 
National Defence Force in 2011." With C SANDF's 
curriculum vitae published widely during the month 
of his retirement, Maj Gen Andersen chose to single 

Chief Defence Reserves, Major General R.C. Andersen 

welcomes C SANDF General S.Z. Shoke to the  

farewell function.



out a few noteworthy instances of Gen Shoke's 
contributions to the SANDF with reference to the 
Reserves. These were his signing of the Regulations 
for Reserves in 2017 and the Updated Reserve 
Force Service System in 2018. Despite budgetary 
constraints afflicting all government entities, C Def 
Res pointed to the Minister of Defence and Military 
Veterans (MOD&MV), the Honourable N.N. Mapisa-
Nqakula's budget vote speech in Parliament that 
same day, saying that the Minister "... paid great 
tribute to the Reserves and said that without them 
we wouldn’t have been able to handle Operation 
(Op) NOTLELA, Op LIGCOLO and Op CORONA. 
She reiterated the statistics that the number of 
Reserves called-up, in the year to March, 15 156, 
an absolute record of 3 350 000 man days. General, 
without you signing the Updated Reserve Force 
Service System, we wouldn’t have been able to do 
that and make this contribution." 

Maj Gen Andersen thanked C SANDF for his 
immense support to the Reserves when it came to 
the reskilling and empowerment initiatives of Project 
KOBA-TLALA, before setting his sights firmly on 
Gen Shoke's instrumental role in the establishment 
of the SANDF Education Trust in the wake of the 
Battle of Bangui that raged in the Central African 
Republic (CAR) in March 2013. Staying in close 
contact with the Chief throughout the unfolding 
situation in CAR, C Def Res had proposed to Gen 
Shoke that in light of the reports of South African 
casualties it would be worthwhile to contemplate 

the creation of a trust to take care of the educational 
needs of fallen soldiers' orphaned children. C Def 
Res noted to all that "The Chief's answer was – 
"Make it happen' ", with C SANDF being the first to 
hand over a contribution in the initiative. The SANDF 
Trust was duly registered via the required channels, 
and the first educational bursaries (destined for the 
dependents of SANDF members, who were killed 
or severely injured while on official duty subsequent 
to 27 April 1994), were paid out in late January 
2014. Paying tribute to Orlando Pirates and Kaizer 
Chiefs football clubs for putting up the initial money, 
Maj Gen Andersen proudly stated that C SANDF's 
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Nelson Mandela Artillery Regiment (formerly the Cape Field 

Artillery) ceremonial GV1 25-pounder guns with the Castle’s 

Leerdam bastion and Table Mountain in the backdrop.

The combined drums and pipes of the Nelson Mandela 

Artillery Regiment and Cape Town Highlanders march on.



C SANDF and C Def Res survey the military bands from  

the Castle’s Kat Balcony.

C Def Res and C SANDF watch the martial drums and  

pipes arrayed before them.

spearheading the Trust has "so far educated one 
hundred and thirty children, two of whom are in 
sixth year medicine."

Referencing his publication of 'Commanding 
Heights: Leadership Lessons from the Battlefield 
to the Boardroom' and his appreciation of the 
significant contribution made by the Chief, Maj 
Gen Andersen said that "I have written a book on 
leadership, but I have learned a lot from you, Sir. 
You probably do not realise, but you are going to 

leave your mark on the culture of this Defence 
Force for many years to come. There are 

three long lasting lessons I take... 
Leaders must have courage. 

Leaders must be prepared 

to make the unpopular decisions. And discipline 
is not negotiable. You never wavered on that Sir, 
thank you for that, we will always remember that."   

Rounding off his address to his senior, C Def Res 
begged all to be mindful of the fact that those 
one looks to for strong leadership so frequently 
accomplish great things through the massive 
support from their families and loved ones. "The 
General has not done what he has done without the 
support of his wife and his family, so we ask you to 
pass that on back to you wife and your family." Maj 
Gen Andersen concluded, with Gen Shoke fixed in 
his gaze, saying as those gathered in applause that 
"General, on behalf of the Reserve Force, to you 
and your wife and your family... we salute you, we 
congratulate you, we thank you, and we certainly 
wish you well in your well-earned retirement. Thank 
you for what you have done Sir, and I personally will 
miss you."

I MAY BE RETIRING, FROM UNIFORM, BUT 
ONCE A SOLDIER, ALWAYS A SOLDIER 

Gen Shoke would accept tokens of appreciation 
from C Def Res and D Def Res on behalf of the 
Def Res Div and from the Officer Commanding of 
Fort iKapa, before taking to the podium to address 
the gala dinner guests gathered in his honour. 
Expressing his humility at being able to stand before 
those gathered, to be able to speak, Gen Shoke 
shared with all that "I am humbled to stand before 
this august gathering and talk to you tonight. I am 
also humbled by the tribute that General Andersen 
gave to me... while I am still alive." Gen Shoke was 
not prepared to bid farewell to the Reserves, and 
was "...happy to say thank you to the members 
of the Reserve Force for having selflessly served 
this country. They have got their jobs somewhere 
else, and they felt as South Africans that they have 
an obligation and duty to serve their country and 
our people, in uniform during their spare time. To 
me, you have demonstrated to all and sundry that 
you care about this country. As South Africans, 
sometimes it would be important to ask ourselves 
as a nation, what defines us, which makes us South 
Africans and makes us distinct from the rest of  
the world."

The outgoing C SANDF framed security, economic 
prosperity and the love for South Africa and its 
people, as defining the members of the SANDF, who 
come from different walks of life, different religious 
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denominations, different races... saying that "You, 
as members of the Reserves have exhibited that 
love for our country and our people. Some of you... 
some of the members serving in the Reserve Force, 
have paid the price in service of our country. I am 
sure many South Africans will thank you for the 
sacrifice that you make. Sometimes, however you 
are not acknowledged. But indeed, I am happy to 
say thank you, I am confident in you and everything 
that you do." Going on, he opined "As members 
of the Defence Force, fully knowing that we have 
the One-Force concept, I want to single out the 
Reserves and say that we really appreciate what 
you do. This is a success of the Rainbow Nation. 
In my opinion, there is no other department or 
institution of state that has achieved what we have 
achieved as the South African National Defence 
Force in building the Rainbow Nation. We have 
been able to rise above our differences and our 
self-interest and said instead that we will serve our 
country and its people, and we did exactly that." 
Referencing C Def Res' address, he reiterated that 
"Discipline... which General Andersen mentioned as 
being the cornerstone of any organisation, cannot 
be compromised on, even in the business world. 

Using the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the spread of terrorism in Southern Africa as an 
example, Gen Shoke encouraged all to not be 
lulled into a false sense of security, and stated that 
it was important to convey "to our principals and 
those people to debate in Parliament and other 
fora, that security is great importance. There is no 
country or economy that can develop if the security 
is weak. There is no investor in the world who will 
take a billion dollars and invest it in a country that 
is not secure. If we say that we want South Africa 
developed as a country, the first thing is that we 
should have an enabling environment for people 
to invest in that grows our economy. Unfortunately, 
many people do not appreciate the role that we play 
in the development of the economy." He expressed 
his sincere thanks to all in attendance and the 
wider Reserves for doing exceptionally well in their 
assigned tasks and responsibilities, and even as 
he was retiring, that he might "...be joining hands 
with some of you, including General Andersen and 
my Sergeant Major who are leaving with me... I 
made it clear, that when I leave, I leave with them! 
to the laughter of all. 

To rising applause and the pounding of fists 
on tables in support of C SANDF's concluding 

remarks, Gen Shoke finished, saying, "Colleagues, 
as I am retiring from uniform, all of us, we can say 
that this has been a long journey... I may be retiring, 
from uniform, but once a soldier, always a soldier. 
Collectively we have got the interests of this country 
at heart. Work hard to ensure that with what little 
we have, we do not lose it. I would like to say thank 
you very much, and may God bless you and be 
with you."

With the Vote of Thanks and Appreciation by Col 
Peter and the agreeable progression of the meals 
and conversations shared, guests paid their 
respects to C SANDF on his departure, confident 
that this titan of the SANDF had been done 
justice by the Reserves on the eve of 
the changing of the guard.     

Major General Andersen thanking C SANDF for his 

noteworthy contributions to the Reserves.

General Shoke, “happy to say thank you to the members of 

the Reserve Force for having selflessly served this country”.
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Article and photographs by: Captain J.J.P. de Vries, Directorate SA Army Reserve

Chief Defence Reserves' Final Engagement:  
Major General Andersen's Shots from the Commanding Heights

C
hief Defence Reserves (C Def Res), Major 
General (Maj Gen) R.C. Andersen was 
Guest of Honour at a farewell ceremony 

held at the State Artillery Regiment (formerly 
Transvaalse Staatsartillerie) Green Magazine 
(Groen Magazyn) in Pretoria, on the morning of 
Tuesday 25 May 2021. This was to recognise Maj 
Gen Andersen upon his retirement at the end of 
the month, for his contributions to the Reserves. 
These contributions include the introduction of the 
Updated Reserve Force Service System (URFSS) 
in 2018, lobbying with captains of business and 
defence related industries and society groups to 
support the Reserves, co-founding of the SANDF 
Education Trust with Chief South African National 
Defence Force (C SANDF), General (Gen) S.Z. 
Shoke, and support to the Reserves' participation 

in Project KOBA-TLALA.

FIRING OF LAST ROUNDS BY MAJOR 
GENERAL ANDERSEN

The farewell ceremony was 
executed between 

Defence Reserves Division and SA Army Artillery 
Formation with the Main Functionary at the event, 
Chief of Staff of the SANDF, Lieutenant General 
L. Yam in attendance. As a Gunner through and 
through, the outgoing C Def Res commenced 
the Farewell Ceremony with the firing of a GV1 
25-pounder ceremonial gun supported by his 
handpicked gun crew. 

I HAVE FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT, I HAVE 
FINISHED THE RACE, I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH

In an occasion filled with Artillery and Gunners' 
symbolism, the Code of Conduct for Uniformed 
members of the SANDF was read out by Artillery 
Mobilisation Regiment Potchefstroom's Chief 
Personnel Clerk Warrant Officer Class 2 E.E. 
Erasmus before the Office of the Chaplain 
General's Senior Staff Officer Reserves, Colonel 
(Col) [Reverend] M.P.K. Masemola conducted 
the Scripture reading and prayer, drawing from 2 
Timothy 4: 7-8, emphasising the verse "I have fought 
the good fight. I have finished the race. I have kept 
the faith." Thanking Major General Andersen, he 
prayed that "... his glittering example can therefore 

The GV1 25-pounder gun at State Artillery Regiment stands 

ready for Major General R.C. Andersen's firing of last rounds 

at his Defence Reserves Division / Artillery Formation  

farewell ceremony.

Lieutenant General L. Yam and Major General R.C.  

Andersen proceed to the GV1 for the firing of Major  

General Andersen's last rounds.
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continue to guide this organisation for decades to 
come."

GOLF 9 ROMEO ALPHA THIS IS GOLF 9 
VICTOR KILO

As Programme Director, Col L.V. Khasapane, 
concluded an impassioned impromptu farewell to 
the outgoing C Def Res in the form of fixed format 
message sequence, as follows: "Redeployment 
orders, Paragraph Alpha to Foxtrot... General 
Andersen... Paragraph Alpha: Golf 9 Romeo Alpha... 
Bravo: Home... Charlie: 31 1615 Bravo May 2021... 
Delta: Your observation zone. Your left boundary – 
Family. You may add to the left boundary – Sasfin. 
Your right boundary – Gunners' Association and the 
Gunners in general. Echo: Now occasional rest is 
allowed. Foxtrot: Please take note that no ceasefire 
orders have been given to you. Therefore, you 
remain in action, General. Thank you, Sir." 

MASTER GUNNER ANDERSEN

The Chief of Staff of the South African Army Artillery 
Formation, Col A.S. de Jager, talked straight "... to 
express the South African Army Artillery Formation's 
deepest thanks, for your excellent service to the 
guns and the Gunners throughout your career." He 
went on to say that "As Gunners, we will continue 
to support you General, and to follow your lead 
and example that you set for us." With the window 
of opportunity available at this farewell event, 
Col de Jager shared with the guests the manner 
in which the South African Artillery recognised 
outstanding service and duty through different 
forms of recognition, most notably the Master 
Gunner award. He explained that the South African 
Artillery Corps Council, still under the chair of the 
late Brigadier General (Brig Gen) K. Makina, had 
considered the citation which was written for Maj 
Gen Andersen to be awarded the Master Gunner 
award. "Without argument, General, the Corps 
Council has awarded you with the Master Gunner 
award for your contributions made to the Artillery 
throughout your career, and have complied with 
all the requirements that are set to be awarded the 
honour of Master Gunner." This badge was duly 
pinned onto Maj Gen Andersen's uniform for all  
to see. 

WE WILL TAKE ON THE BATON AND 
CONTINUE WHERE YOU LEFT OFF

Director Defence Reserves (D Def Res), Brig Gen 
Z. Niyabo-Mana stressed to her outgoing superior 
that: "... the passion with which you have supported 
the Reserves throughout your career has definitely 
rubbed off on us. I trust and believe that we will 
take on the baton and continue where you left off 
to unconditionally support the Reserves." Before  
C Def Res was to step up to the podium, she shared 
in parting with guests the value of the contribution 
by Maj Gen Andersen that "formed us into military 
leaders that the organisation will enormously 
benefit from. With those words, General Andersen, 
to you and your family... thank you very much Sir."

17RESERVE FORCE, THE SANDF’S EXPANSION CAPABILITY

From left to right - Regimental Sergeant Major of Sandfontein 

Artillery Regiment (formerly the Transvaal Horse Artillery), 

Master Warrant Officer P.D.A. Engelbrecht; Chief Defence 

Reserves, Major General R.C. Andersen, and Director 

Project KOBA-TLALA, Brigadier General H.J.G. Kamffer,  

forming part of Major General Andersen's  

hand-picked gun crew.



THREE SIMULTANEOUS CAREERS – 
BUSINESS, MILITARY AND VETERANS

Taking his turn to bid farewell to the Artillery fraternity 
and Reserves before his retirement, of things that 
stood out in Maj Gen Andersen's civil-military career 
over the last fifty-five years, he harked back to the 
farewell dinner in the Castle in Cape Town hosted 
by the Defence Reserves Division in honour of 
the outgoing C SANDF, Gen Shoke. He reminded 
General Shoke at that event that "... Mark Twain 
said, that there are two important days in your life – 
The day you are born, and the day you realise  
why." Of such events, Maj Gen Andersen  
mentioned three such occasions – "The day I met 
my wife Wendy, I knew that we would get married. 
The day I joined Ernst & Young, I knew I would 
become the senior partner. And the day I joined 
the Transvaal Horse Artillery, now the Sandfontein 
Artillery Regiment, that I would be the Officer 
Commanding. There was never any doubt in my 
mind. I have had three simultaneous careers... 
business, military and veterans. Each of them has 
been very rewarding." Contributing to the lot of the 
Reserves, he illuminated on "The day I commanded 
the Transvaal Horse Artillery, and then became its 
Honorary Colonel; the day I became the General of 
the Gunners, and the day I became Chief Defence 
Reserves." 

With relation to the Defence Reserves, he thanked 
the late Brigadier General Brian Burmeister, Brigadier 
General Quinton Painter, and Brigadier General 
Debbie Molefe for the long working relationship, and 
thanked with appreciation Brigadier General Niyabo-
Mana for her energy, enthusiasm and commitment. 
Special mention was made of Defence Reserves 
Division's Senior Staff Officer, Projects, Colonel Elza 
van Wyk, "... who is not meant to be my Personal 
Staff Officer but she has gravitated into it. Without 
her support and my civilian PA Sharon Moyes,  
I wouldn't have achieved many things." 

C Def Res thanked the Chief of Staff of the SANDF 
and fellow soldiers for the privilege to serve them 
and serve with them. Before gathering his papers 
and returning to his seat, Maj Gen Andersen 
thanked all present who were involved in his "lucky 
and fortunate career... I couldn't have done it on my 
own." To all of those there on the day, and those not 
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Master Warrant Officer P.D.A. Engelbrecht in the No 3 

position, with Major General R.C. Andersen in the  

No 2 position, presiding over the firing of his last round  

as a Gunner.

From left to right - Defence Reserves Division's Senior Staff 

Officer Projects, Colonel M.E. van Wyk; National Chairperson 

of the Gunners' Association of South Africa, Gunner N. Wiid; 

Director Project KOBA-TLALA, Brigadier General H.J.G. 

Kamffer; Gunner D. Hoole; Regimental Sergeant Major of 

Sandfontein Artillery Regiment, Master Warrant Officer 

P.D.A. Engelbrecht as Chief Defence Reserves, 

Major General R.C. Andersen's hand-picked 

gun crew after the firing of  

last rounds.



able to attend, he said: "I salute you, I thank you, I 
wish you well, and please stay in touch. Thank you 
very much.

PARTING GIFTS TO BE GIVEN

Following this farewell address, Maj Gen Andersen 
commenced with the exchange of gifts and tokens 
of appreciation period, by handing over Defence 
Reserves Division Symbol of Office, from himself to 
Director Defence Reserves, to "...please secure it 
and hand it over to my successor when he or she 
is appointed." 

Col de Jager stepped forth, and supported by the 
South African Army Artillery Formation’s Sergeant 
Major, Chief Warrant Officer J. Niemand, presented 
a deactivated and silvered 155mm round to General 
Andersen. This was followed by bestowing on the 
retiring Gunner his ceremonial rammer, and then 
the three blank 25-pounder brass cartridge cases 
expended during his Firing of Last Rounds. On the 
handing over of the last case, Col de Jager indicated 
that "I will always in your retirement find it difficult 
to call you 'Gunner' Andersen, but nevertheless,  
I will take pride to greet you, 'Good morning, Gunner 
Andersen!'" Gifts from the Defence Reserves 
Division were handed over by Brig Gen Niyabo-
Mana  to Maj Gen Andersen and his wife, with the 
flowers accepted in her stead by their daughter,  
Ms J. Tucker. 

Last, but not least, C Def Res called upon the former 
D Def Res, Brig Gen S.Z. Molefe to express his 
disappointment that the COVID-19 pandemic had 
prevented them having a separate function, dinner 
or parade for her. Of her and their service together, 
he said: "We worked together, and you were 
my right-hand person. You made a tremendous 
contribution and made my life a lot easier. This is 
the least we can give you on behalf of the Reserves. 
Thank you not only for what you did for me, but far 
more importantly what you did for the Reserves and 
Reserve members. Please accept these tokens of 
appreciation for your service." 
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The first blank cartridge expended on the day, symbolising 

Major General R.C. Andersen's first shot as a Gunner.

Major General R.C. Andersen with his Certificate of 

Appreciation, presented "... In recognition of excellent  

service to the South African National Defence Force  

and the Defence Reserves Division over the  

period 1 October 2003 to 31 May 2021".
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Outgoing Chief Defence Reserves, Major General R.C. Andersen and Colonel  

L.V. Khasapane together with members of the Defence Reserves Division.

Director Defence Reserves, Brigadier General Z.  

Niyabo-Mana receiving the Defence Reserves Division's 

symbol of office for safekeeping from outgoing Chief 

Defence Reserves, Major General R.C. Andersen,  

to be bestowed upon his successor.

Outgoing Chief Defence Reserves, Major General  

R.C. Andersen during his farewell ceremony.

The Defence 

Reserves Division 

 symbol of office.

NO DISAPPOINTMENT IN FAREWELLS

The Programme Director, Col Khasapane thanked 
all for their contributions on the day, and assured all 
that in his assessment the day did not disappoint. 
He summed up the undercurrent felt by all at the 
event, that "Indeed it has been a great honour 

and privilege for many of us to have served with 
you, under your command and leadership, and 
to have learned what we have learned out of the 
example of your life." The Reserves wish Maj Gen, 
and Gunner Andersen, everything of the best in his 
future endeavours... climbing to new commanding 
heights.  



Article and photograph by: Reserve Force Volunteer

Curriculum Vitae of the Outgoing Chief Defence 
Reserves 
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Major General Roy Cecil Andersen was born 
in Johannesburg on 12 May 1948, and 
matriculated at Northview High School. While 

studying at the University of the Witwatersrand, he 
was awarded prizes as the top student in two of his 
five academic years. He qualified as a Chartered 
Accountant (SA) in 1972, and as a Certified Public 
Accountant in 1975 in Texas. Maj Gen Andersen started 
his career at Ernst & Whinney Chartered Accountants 
in 1966, and subsequently became Chairman of Ernst 
& Young. Thereafter he went on to The Johannesburg 
Stock Exchange (JSE) as Executive President over the 
period 1992 until 1997 and oversaw the restructuring 
of the JSE. In March 1997 he was appointed as Chief 
Executive of the Liberty Group. In January 2004 he was 
appointed as Chairman of Murray & Roberts Holdings 
until February 2013. He was appointed Chairman of 
Sanlam Limited in June 2004 to June 2010. Maj Gen 
Andersen was Chairman of Virgin Active South Africa 
from January 2004 to December 2006 and was a Director 
of Virgin Active UK from January 2007 to October 2011. 
In August 2008, Maj Gen Andersen was appointed to 
the board of Aspen Pharmacare Holdings Limited, a 
position held to September 2019. Maj Gen Andersen 
was a Director of Nampak Limited from November 2008 
to February 2019.  In February 2011 he was appointed 
to the board of Sasfin Bank Limited and Sasfin Holdings 
Limited and is chairperson of both companies. Maj 
Gen Andersen is a member of the King Committee on 
Corporate Governance and was the founding member of 
the Chartered Director (SA) Governing Body. He chaired 
the South African Institute of Chartered Accountants 
(SAICA) Governance Review Task Team (GRTT) in 2019.

In terms of Maj Gen Andersen’s military career, he 
was commissioned into the Artillery in 1966. He 
commanded the Transvaal Horse Artillery from 1976 to 
1979, and was thereafter appointed as Colonel Artillery 
and subsequently Senior Staff Officer Operations of 7 
Infantry Division. He was the Honorary Colonel of the 
Transvaal Horse Artillery from 1990 to 2019. Maj Gen 
Andersen was promoted to the rank of Major General 
in October 2003. He was Chairperson of The South 

African Delville Wood Commemorative Museum Trust 
from 2000 to 2014.

Positions that Maj Gen Andersen recently occupied are 
Chief Defence Reserves for the South African National 
Defence Force (SANDF), as well as a member of the 
Defence Staff Council and Military Command Council. 
He served as General of the Gunners from December 
2005 to May 2015 and was elected National President 
of the Gunners’ Association from May 2021. In 2021, 
he was appointed as a Master Gunner in the SA Army. 
He is a Trustee of The South African National Museum 
of Military History Building and Development Trust, and 
Chairman of the SANDF Education Trust.

Maj Gen Roy Andersen has been awarded the 
Commander of the Star of South Africa (CSSA), 
Southern Cross Decoration (SD) with Bar, Southern 
Cross Medal (SM), Military Merit Medal (MMM), Pro 
Patria Medal with the Cunene Clasp, General Service 
Medal, Unitas Medal, Mandela Commemoration 
Medal in Silver, 50 years’ Service Medal, Medalje vir 
Troue Diens with 40 years Bar, John Chard Decoration 
(JCD) with 30 years Clasp, John Chard Medal as well 
as the Nelson Mandela Medal, Bronze.

Maj General Andersen is married to Wendy and has 
two daughters, a son and three granddaughters.  

   Major General R.C. Andersen with members of  

his family, at his farewell function.



Information and photographs kindly supplied by Defence Corporate Communication 
in the run up to the Chief of the SANDF Change of Command Parade held at the 

Thaba Tshwane Military Sports Club in Pretoria on 28 May 2021

Profile of the Outgoing Chief SANDF – May 2021

Curriculum Vitae
GENERAL SOLLY ZACHARIA SHOKE, OMBG, OMS, MMS, SBS

OUTGOING CHIEF OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL DEFENCE FORCE

General Solly Zacharia Shoke 
was born on 15 August 1956 
in Alexander Township.  He 

completed his school career in 
Orlando High School. Gen Shoke 
was a young activist of the 1976 
generation when he became a 
combatant of Umkhonto we Sizwe 
(MK) and commander in various 
roles, ultimately serving in the South 
African National Defence Force 
(SANDF) after the integration process 
in April 1994. 

He distinguished himself in the early 
days of integration as Major General and Chief 
Human Resources Support. 

He took over the reins as Lieutenant General and Chief 
of the South African Army, a responsibility he held until 
his appointment as Chief of the SANDF 2011.

He has led the Military Command of the SANDF 
over the years with distinction, and especially as the 
principal policy adviser to the Minister of Defence 
and Military Veterans and the Commander-in-Chief.

He underwent his basic military training in Angola 
and Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) and 
subsequent to that he served in various capacities 
in the military wing of the African National Congress 
(ANC), MK, both inside and outside the country. He 
rose through the ranks to become the Commander 
of the then Transvaal Machinery. He was later 
selected to become part of the underground 
Collective Leadership in the infamous ‘Operation 
Vula’ and operated underground internally until the 
unbanning of the liberation movements. After the 

unbanning of the ANC, he became part of its 
National Organising Department, whose main 

objective was to organise the ANC 
structures in the country. 

He was also appointed as the 
National Coordinator for the Peace 
Process during the negotiations and 
was part of the work groups that 
facilitated integration of the Armed 
Forces.

General Shoke received general 
training in Angola and did the Brigade 
Commander’s Course in the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR).  
He completed the Intermediate 
Staff Course in 1993 and 1994 in 
Zimbabwe.  

During his career in the SANDF, Gen Shoke rose 
through the ranks until he was appointed as Chief 
of the SANDF in 2011, a position he held until he 
retired. 

During his illustrious career in the SANDF, Gen Shoke 
initiated amongst others, projects like the Vision 
2020 SA Army Strategy, Works Regiment which 
is now called Defence Works Formation, Project 
KOBA-TLALA, SANDF Education Trust Fund, Lenz 
Military Base Hospice, Old Age Home in Vosloorus, 
Adoption of Schools in Limpopo, Crèche at Tek 
Base, and Project THUSANO.

General Shoke is known as a disciplinarian, 
committed to a much-disciplined defence force and 
lives by military discipline. He has committed himself 
to exemplary leadership and is an example of living 
the values of the SANDF. His actions are a testimony 
of integrity, loyalty and patriotism in an unbiased 
manner. General Shoke has served the National 
Defence Force with distinction in various capacities 
since integration into the SANDF. 

General Shoke is married to Charlotte and has four 
children.  He speaks 9 languages and is fond of golf 
and soccer.  
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Profile of the Incoming Chief SANDF – May 2021

Curriculum Vitae
LIEUTENANT GENERAL RUDZANI MAPHWANYA, PS, SM, MMM, MB

INCOMING CHIEF OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL DEFENCE FORCE

Lieutenant General (Lt Gen) 
Rudzani Maphwanya was 
born on 23 November 

1960 in Limpopo Province.  He 
completed his schooling at 
the Mphaphuli High School in 
Limpopo in 1978 and shortly 
afterwards joined Umkhonto we 
Sizwe (MK), the military wing of 
the African National Congress 
(ANC). Lt Gen Maphwanya’s 
MK military career spanned 
from 1978 to 1994 during 
which time he had trained at 
various institutions on African 
and international soil. Lt Gen 
Maphwanya was officially 
integrated into the South African 
National Defence Force (SANDF) in 1994. He 
completed his Junior Command and Staff Course 
at the Zimbabwe Staff College in 1993. 

He furthered his military training by having completed 
an array of formative and promotional courses. Lt 
Gen Maphwanya completed his Senior Command 
and Staff Course at the Kenyan Staff College in 2000. 
The final military course that Lt Gen Maphwanya 
completed, while Chief of Staff of the South African 
Special Forces, was the Executive National Security 
Program in 2004.

Lt Gen Maphwanya held various positions in the 
SANDF from 1994 to present day. He was assigned 
to A-Company at the 1 South African Infantry 
Battalion after completion of the Bridging Training 
1995 and later transferred to the Far North Command 
Headquarter Company as a Commander over the 
period 1995 to 1996. He served as Staff Officer 
Class 2 Operations, Monitoring and Evaluation and 
Training over the period 1997 to 1999. In 1999 Lt Gen 
Maphwanya was transferred to the South African 
Special Forces Brigade where he was appointed 
as Staff Officer Class 1 Operations, Monitoring 
and Evaluation until 2001. In 2002 to 2003 he was 

appointed as Senior Staff Officer 
Operations Monitoring and 
Evaluation and thereafter served 
as the Chief of Staff of the South 
African Special Forces over the 
period 2003 to 2005. 

He was appointed as General 
Officer Commanding the South 
African Special Forces in 2006 
and had been serving in this 
position until 2016 when he 
was appointed and promoted 
to the rank of Major General as 
General Officer Commanding 
the South African Army Infantry 
Formation.  On 1 November 
2019, Lt Gen Maphwanya was 

appointed and promoted to the rank of Lieutenant 
General as Chief of Joint Operations.

Following the appointments of the new Military 
Command members as announced by the President 
of the Republic of South Africa, Mr Matamela Cyril 
Ramaphosa occasioned by the retirement of some 
General Officers in the SANDF, Lt Gen Maphwanya 
was appointed as the Chief of the SANDF with effect 
from 1 June 2021, with promotion to the rank of 
General.

Lt Gen Maphwanya obtained his B Com Degree in 
1994 at the University of the North and a Certificate 
in Total Quality Management in 2003 at the University 
of South Africa (UNISA). In 2005 he also completed 
the Strategic Management Programme at the 
University of Pretoria; he completed a Post Graduate 
Diploma in Security Management at the University of 
the Witwatersrand (WITS) in 2012 and subsequently 
completed a Master of Management degree at the 
University of the Witwatersrand (WITS) in 2015. 

Lt Gen Maphwanya is married to Masindi 
Mulayo Maphwanya and has a 
son and a daughter.     
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Article by: Reserve Force Volunteer

The Newly Appointed Director Defence Reserves – 
Brigadier General Zoleka Niyabo-Mana

Brigadier General (Brig Gen) Zoleka Niyabo-
Mana, was born in New Brighton location 
in Port Elizabeth in the Eastern Cape on 09 

August 1975. She matriculated from Cowan High 
School in 1992, and went on to study teaching at 
the then Vista University where she was active in 
student politics and a member of the Pan Africanist 
Student Organisation (PASO).  In April 1997, she 
graduated with a Senior Education Diploma (SED) 
and went on to teach at Ithembelihle Comprehensive 
School (Tek) a high school in New 
Brighton.

In 1998 she integrated into the 
South African National Defence 
Force (SANDF) as a Candidate 
Officer (CO), and in August of the 
following year, she successfully 
completed Officers Forming at the 
South African Air Force College 
(SAAF COL) and was promoted to 
the rank of a Lieutenant (Lt). She 
worked in the SAAF at Air Force 
Base Waterkloof as a Human 
Resource (HR) Officer.  In 2001, the 
then Chief Director Department of 
Defence HR Policy, Major General 
(Maj Gen) Joan van der Poel, 
requested that all four Arms of 
Services nominate a Lt graduate 
for interviews and subsequent promotion to a rank 
of Captain, and the successful candidate will be 
appointed her Personal Assistant (PA). Brig Gen 
Niyabo-Mana was found to be the most successful 
candidate out of all four candidates that were sent 
by all four Services and was then appointed by Maj 
Gen (now Ret) van der Poel as a PA and worked 

with her until she retired.

While still Gen van der Poel’s PA, she 
applied to study at state expense 

and successfully completed a 
Bachelor of Administration 

Degree with the University of South Africa 
(UNISA). When Maj Gen van der Poel retired, Brig 
Gen Niyabo-Mana was transferred to the Joint 
Operations environment and was appointed Pers 
for Ops. She was promoted to the rank of a Major 
in 2005, after which the SAAF transferred her back 
to its environment as they felt that she had been out 
of the service for a period and that her skills were 
required by the Service. She was placed at the then 
Directorate Education Training and Development 

as Skills and Studies at State 
Expense manager, which was a 
fitting appointment for her as she 
is passionate about training and 
development.  

Through that post, she mentored 
and inspired the young members 
in the Air Force to study further.  
She did this by firstly relaxing a 
practice that members could only 
study in the fields they are utilised 
in. For instance, she would argue 
that not all members of the 
Protection mustering who mostly 
do guard duties in different 
Air Force bases should be 
compelled to study only Security 
Management, and insisted that 
if they wished to study either 

engineering or law, they should be afforded the 
opportunity to do so, as there is still a requirement 
for such skills in the Department so that they can be 
transferred to those environments after successfully 
completing such studies.

In 2008, Brig Gen Niyabo-Mana was promoted to 
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, Staff Officer Grade 
1 Behaviour and Control in the SAAF. 

While she was Training and Skills manager, Brig 
Gen Niyabo-Mana was nominated to go to a Future 
African Military Leaders course in the United States 

Profile

Brigadier General (Brig Gen)  

Zoleka Niyabo-Mana.
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of America (USA), Washington (DC) in 2010. The 
course had 65 students from Africa, and she was 
the only female student who participated. She 
successfully completed an Honours Degree in Public 
Management Development from Stellenbosch 
University, a Senior Management Program from 
the University of Pretoria, and a Masters in Project 
Management from the International Institute of 
Research.  

In 2011, she was laterally transferred to the post 
of HR Career Manager. She attended the Joint 
Senior Command and Staff Programme (JSCSP) 
at the South African National War College in 2014, 
and after successful completion was promoted to 
Senior Staff Officer Support at Defence Reserves 
Division at Defence Headquarters, and promoted 
to the rank of a Colonel in February 2015.  

In 2017 she was again nominated by the SAAF as 
the first woman to study a Masters in Strategy (the 
equivalent of the Security and Defence Studies 
Programme [SDSP] in South Africa) at Maxwell Air 
University in Montgomery, Alabama, USA.  Again, 
on this course Brig Gen Niyabo-Mana was the only 
female International Fellow from 43 International 
fellows in attendance who came from all over the 
globe representing their respective countries. She 
graduated Cum Laude on the course, obtaining 
‘A’ in Strategy which was a major course in the 
qualification. 

She was promoted to a Brig Gen rank and appointed 
D Def Res on 1 March 2021.  

Brig Gen Niyabo-Mana is a strong believer 
that women’s liberation lies in education and 
development as her motto is that “when you educate 
and develop a woman, you have developed the 
entire nation.” One of her best quotes is “There 
is no greater pillar of stability than a strong, free, 
and educated woman”, “If we are to see real 
development in the world, then our best investment 
is in women”.

Brig Gen Niyabo-Mana is married to Nqaba Mana, 
and they have two daughters together.

Brig Gen Niyabo-Mana has indicated that she "... 
supports the restoration of Reserve Force members' 
dignity, and looks seriously at the review of Reserve 
Force policies with emphasis on Human Resource 
and Medical aspects." 

Def Res has made it clear that the quality of 
Reserve members' conditions of service are of the 
utmost importance to her, and as she takes up her 
responsibilities, this is foremost in her mind. 

She aims as D Def Res to "... define, develop and 
communicate the One Force Concept to all civilian 
and military stakeholders. One must review the 
Reserve Force strategy, and support the continuous 
training and reskilling of Reserve Force members."

All the best to Brig Gen Niyabo-Mana in her new 
responsibilities as D Def Res!     

Office of the Chief Defence Reserves welcomes  

the newly appointed Director Defence Reserves  

(D Def Res), Brig Gen Zoleka Niyabo-Mana.



The COVID-19 pandemic 
has made formal 
farewells more and 

more difficult, not only for the 
bittersweet feeling of bidding 
all the bests to colleagues 
who have been promoted or 
retiring, but also because of 
the precautions taken in terms 
of Coronavirus mitigation 
measures. 

Brigadier General (Brig Gen)  
Debbie Molefe completed 
her time as Director Defence 
Reserves (D Def Res) at the 
end of February 2021, a post 
which she filled with great pride 
and satisfaction since 2009. With the challenges of 
the pandemic ever present, Brig Gen Molefe passed 
the torch over to the new D Def Res, Brig Gen Zoleka 
Niyabo-Mana, and serves as within the environment 
of Chief Human Resources as Director Collective 
Mechanisms (Labour Relations) with effect from  
1 March 2021. 

In her time as D Def Res, Brig Gen Molefe has 
provided strategic direction with regard to the 
development of the South African National Defence 
Force (SANDF) strategy, policy and doctrine 
in terms of the Reserves within Department of 
Defence’s overall philosophy, strategies and 
policies. This entailed providing specialist policy 
advice on all aspects of the Reserve Force Service 
System to the Secretary for Defence (SecDef) and 
Chief SANDF (C SANDF), Services and Divisions 
and the Reserve Force Council (RFC). 

When it came to corporate promotion and  
marketing of the SANDF Reserves, Brig Gen 

Molefe played an integral part in creating 
awareness of the Reserves to all 

internal and external stakeholders 
in the civilian and military 

sphere at home and abroad 
to strengthen the citizenry and 
employers’ support for the 
Reserves.  

During the farewell function for 
the outgoing Chief Defence 
Reserves (C Def Res) on  
25 May 2021, Major General (Maj 
Gen) Roy Andersen bemoaned 
the constraints imposed by the 
pandemic on proper goodbyes, 
and handed over a framed 
Certificate of Appreciation 
to his longtime D Def Res in 
recognition of her sterling 
contributions to the SANDF 
and its Reserves on her 

watch, including her contribution from February 
2006 as Senior Staff Officer Policy Advisor to 
C Def Res before becoming D Def Res. This 
token hangs proudly in Brig Gen Molefe’s  
new office. 

Brig Gen Molefe has shared that she is grateful for 
what the organisation has invested in her, and is 
eager to give back, wherever she is deployed.  

During her time with Defence Reserves Division, 
she indicates that the staff officers she reported 
to were very supportive, and had a very good 
working relationship with Maj Gen Andersen. Of 
her time under his command, she said that… “His 
leadership style was as such that despite periodic 
differences, we appreciated each other and always 
learned from each other. Even if you are in a 
senior position, it humbles one if one's leadership 
is strong but humble. I carry that through, and 
encourage subordinates to do the same. I walk tall 
today because of the leadership lessons I learned  
from him.”

Working with her team always left her highly 
motivated, whether in the headquarters environment 

Article and photographs by: Captain J.J.P. de Vries, Directorate SA Army Reserve

Defence Reserves Division Takes Leave of  
Brigadier General Debbie Molefe

Brigadier General Debbie Molefe sharing 

her experiences serving in the Defence 

Reserves Division, since her transfer.
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or in the provinces, and as such, she leaves Def Res 
Div happy. Being very conscious of the fact that she 
was the first African female appointed to the post of 
D Def Res in 2009, she had hoped that there would 
be many more women in the organisation that 
would be afforded the opportunity to be appointed 
to serve in senior positions. “Indeed today, the 
developments are positive! I am very happy to see 
that what I hoped for then has materialised. Since 
my appointment as Director Defence Reserves, 
my fellow South African Military Health Service 
(SAMHS) sister, Major General Thalita Mxakato has 
been appointed as Chief of Defence Intelligence by 
the Commander-in-Chief, President Ramaphosa... 
It is well deserved."

Of her successor as D Def Res, she expressed 
her pleasure to hear of the promotion from within 
Defence Reserves Division of Zoleka Niyabo-Mana 
from Col to Brig Gen, “who follows in my footsteps 
as the second woman to become Director Defence 
Reserves. This is continuity and stability for us 
women staff officers. 

As the Chief of Staff to the Chief Defence Reserves, 
I had frequent opportunities to sit in high command 
bodies as his representative in his absence... in the 
Military Command Council (MCC), in the Plenary 
Defence Staff Council (PDSC), just to name a few. 
It was such a privilege to present at Parliament on 
the status of the Reserves, and I will never forget 
that it opened up so many doors for me, and it 
broadened my scope, both from a conscious and 
subconscious self-development perspective.”

She has been most passionate about the University 
Reserve Training Programme (URTP), and has a 
special place in her heart for the SANDF Education 
Trust, underscoring that she “…will miss the 
environment, because in one's it takes time to get 
to know the mandates, roles and responsibilities 
that were yours, and it helped me to find myself. 
I take those experiences with me as I move from 
there to here, where labour relations factors are of 
paramount importance.”

Brig Gen Molefe has been thankful for the 
leadership, the skills, the management skills 
she has learned from her previous directors and 
organisational partners. In this respect she wanted 
to thank “… the Reserve Force Council (RFC) for 
the good working relationships sustained with 
Defence Reserves Division, and note with great 

sadness the passing of Councillor Monica Müller. 
She was such a good staff officer with a wealth of 
knowledge that was thankfully transferred from her 
time as a Colonel in this organisation, to the RFC.” 

On her new tasking, she concludes that “I carry the 
Reserves perspective along to this environment, 
and I start on a positive note, and my plea, to 
our leadership at all levels… in the manner of 
the outgoing Chief of the SANDF, General Shoke, 
is to want to know what is happening with one’s 
people… from the very top down to the section 
leader, is to listen to your people... and to have a 
listening ear.” 

Def Res Div wishes Brig Gen Molefe everything 
of the best in her new post as Director Collective 
Mechanisms!   
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Framed copies of Brig Gen Molefe on the cover of the SA 

Soldier Magazine and in the Reserve Force Volunteer.

The Certificate of Appreciation 

presented by Major General 

Andersen to Brig Gen Molefe.



Article and photographs by: Major N. Mena,  
SO1 Defence Reserves Provincial Office Eastern Cape

Tribute to the Late Lieutenant Colonel Zola 
Nombida, SO1 Defence Reserves Provincial  

Office Limpopo

It was with great sadness when 
Chief Defence Reserves (C Def 
Res), Major General (Maj Gen) Roy 

Andersen and the Defence Reserves 
Division (Def Res Div) learnt of the 
untimely demise of Lieutenant Colonel 
(Lt Col) Zola Nombida, who passed 
away on 7 January 2021 at the age  
of 53, following a short COVID-19 
illness.

Lt Col Nombida joined the Def Res 
Div in 2017 when he was appointed as 
the SO1 Defence Reserves Provincial 
Office Limpopo.

The funeral of the late Lt Col Nombida took place at 
Ngqeleni in the Eastern Cape on 22 January 2021.  
The South African National Defence Force (SANDF) 
awarded him a semi-military funeral, which was 
coordinated by Major (Maj) N. Mena, SO1 Defence 
Reserves Provincial Office Eastern Cape (SO1 
Reserves PO EC). The key role players who took part 
in the funeral preparations were the Def Res Div, Def 
Res PO EC, SA Army Support Base Eastern Cape 
(ASB EC), the Chaplain, Ceremonial Warrant Officer 
Army Support Base Eastern Cape, Eastern Cape 
Signal Unit and 14 South African Infantry Battalion  
(14 SAI Bn).

The funeral proceedings commenced at his 
homestead with a short service that started at 08h00 
with all COVID-19 protocols being observed, and it 
was acknowledged that not much time was allocated 
for the service due to COVID-19 regulations.  Maj 
Mena represented C Def Res, and he was afforded 
the opportunity to talk about the life of the late Lt Col 
Nombida from a work perspective. He also delivered 
a speech on behalf of the outgoing Director Defence 

Reserves (D Def Res), Brigadier General S.D. Molefe.  

Two hours after the service commenced, the 
interment ceremony took place at the 

graveside and Lt Col Nombida's 

remains were buried at a venue within 
the homestead.  

During the military ceremony Maj Mena 
handed over the personal ceremonial 
items of the late Lt Col Nombida to his 
wife, Mrs Nombida. 14 SAI Bn provided 
the leading detachment for the funeral. 
The signal unit took part by playing 
the Last Post, after which the military 
completed their part in the ceremony 
and the military Chaplain handed over 
the service to the civilian pastor.

The entire funeral was conducted 
solemnly and professionally, and was 

in full compliance as far as the COVID-19 regulations 
were concerned. Only satisfactory feedback was 
received from the family of the late Lt Col Nombida 
for support the SANDF rendered during the time of 
mourning and the funeral.  

Special words of thanks go to ASB EC, the Chaplain, 
Ceremonial Warrant Officer, Eastern Cape Signal 
Unit and 14 SAI Bn for the support it rendered to the 
Nombida family and the Def Res Div during and after 
the funeral. Lt Col Nombida was a dedicated member 
of the SANDF, the South African Air Force and served 
the Def Res Div with distinction. He ran his race. May 
his soul rest in eternal peace. 

Lieutenant Colonel Zola Nombida. 

Members from 14 SAI Bn undertaking the honours and acts 

as the leading detachment during the semi-military funeral 

service of the late Lt Col Nombida.
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Article by: Colonel M.E. van Wyk, SSO Res Projects, Defence Reserves Division 

Update on the Work of the South African National 
Defence Force Education Trust

A very unfortunate event, for the South African 
National Defence Force (SANDF), happened 
in March 2013, when fifteen members of the 

South African Army were lost in a battle against 
rebel forces in the Central African Republic, where 
they were deployed at the time.  

The fact that those members were the breadwinners in 
their families, and that they had children who were left 
behind with their education prospects at risk, created 
the circumstances for the Chief of the SANDF, Gen 
Solly Shoke, to create a Trust which would support 
these families.    

The Trust was created in October 2013 
to provide financial support for the 
educational needs of these children, and 
subsequently other learners who were 
also affected through events where they 
lost their parent in later years.

There are three categories of persons 
who qualify to access the SANDF 
Education Trust. The first category, comprises 
dependents of SANDF members killed or severely 
injured subsequent to 27 April 1994, whilst on official 
duty. The second category is the civilian members of 
the Department of Defence (DOD) killed or severely 
injured subsequent to 27 April 1994 whilst deployed 
in operations with the SANDF. The third and the 
last category, comprises citizens of the Republic 
of South Africa killed or injured subsequent to  
27 April 1994 during the course of an operation of  
the SANDF, provided that such citizens were not 
engaged in an activity in opposition to the aims of the 
SANDF operation.

Under his tenure, it is the strong conviction of Gen 
Shoke that the SANDF Education Trust is the most 
viable option which the SANDF has to ensure that 
the dependents of the fallen soldiers, Public Service 
Administration Personnel (PSAP) employees and 
even those members of the public who have been 
affected by the SANDF, can attain education so that 
they may fend for themselves and make life happen 
for them and their families. To this end, we need all 

South Africans, businesses and especially people in 
the defence industry to step up and assist us in this 
noble task.  

Since the inception of the Trust in 2014, it has supported 
29 children in its first year and from inception to 
date, has supported 137 beneficiaries.  The Trust 
has paid the education fees of 90 beneficiaries for the 
2021 academic year.

There are 43 in Primary Schools, 33 in Secondary 
Schools and 14 in tertiary institutions. The total paid 

was R1 861 276. 7 new beneficiaries 
applied for financial support for the 2021 
academic year – six Primary and one 
Secondary level learners.  

This initiative could only take off due to 
the valuable support from the soccer 
fraternity when Orlando Pirates Football 
Club followed by Kaizer Chiefs Football 
Club donated the first R2m to this 
cause.  The Trust also received generous 

contributions from other regular donors and is much 
appreciative of the good gestures.

Total donations received during the past financial year 
and to date were R3 164 365.

The Trust has been successful, and this is clearly 
shown through the achievements of the beneficiaries 
of the Trust.

Thirteen beneficiaries have completed their studies 
since 2014 and obtained either a degree or a diploma 
in their field of study. Amongst these qualifications are 
HR management, B Comm, Journalism, a Commercial 
Pilot and a Hairdressing diploma. 

Two medical students at Wits University have 
progressed to the 6th year of studies.

The Trust is very proud of them and our hope is 
that many more dependents will emulate their great 
achievements. Our aim is to produce high achievers 
who want to climb to greater heights.  
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Article by: Lieutenant Colonel J.A. Conradie,  
SO1 Defence Reserves Provincial Office Western Cape and Mrs R. Lord

Lieutenant Colonel Uys van der Westhuijzen 
Recognised for his International Cooperation

Lieutenant Colonel (Lt Col) Uys 
van der Westhuijzen, an officer 
in the SA Army Reserve, was 

awarded the Estonian Reserve 
Officers’ Association Special Merits 
Cross for his exemplary contribution 
to the Interallied Confederation of 
Reserve Officers (CIOR) through 
his international cooperation, as 
well as the CIOR Medal of Merit as 
the outgoing Chairman of the CIOR 
Military Competition Committee.

The Estonian Reserve Officers’ 
Association (EROK) was founded on 22 
June 1997 at the KV Meegomäe Battle 
School in Võru County in southern 
Estonia. Over the years, EROK members have gained 
recognition in the Estonian Defence Force, as well as 
among Reserve Officers internationally.  

Lt Col van der Westhuijzen was recognised by the 
EROK Council for his outstanding international 
cooperation with the Estonian Reserve Officers’ 
Association in conducting the 2019 and 2020 CIOR/
CIOMR/CISOR Summer Congresses. Attending 
events of the CIOR in his capacity as a Councillor 
in the Reserve Force Council (RFC), Lt Col van der 
Westhuijzen indicates that “without the support of 
the RFC, and the training and encouragement by 
the South African Army and South African National 
Defence Force (SANDF), I would not have gotten so 
far… What I have been honoured with would not have 
been possible, and I am very thankful.”

From the pen of the President of the CIOR, Colonel 
C.L. Argent, “Lt Col van der Westhuijzen was  
commended for his outstanding leadership and 
vision with which he rejuvenated and reinvigorated 
the competition during his term of office. He skilfully 
revisited and modernised the rules of the Military 
Competition for the associated member nations. He 

also was recognised for his efforts to encourage 
and develop links between the CIOR Military 

Competition and the SA Military Competition 
and for encouraging the CIOR member 

nations to participate in the 
SA Military Competition.”

In 2003, Lt Col van der Westhuijzen 
gained international experience 
when he was part of an SANDF 
delegation that had been invited by 
the Belgian Minister of Defence to 
attend the first ever peacekeeping 
mission in Kosovo so as to gain 
practical experience and assist them 
in developing peacekeeping doctrine 
for South Africa.

In his private capacity, Lt Col van der 
Westhuijzen serves on various safety 
and security committees. Currently, 
he is a Member of the Inter-Ministerial 
Committee (IMC) on Rural Safety 
chaired by Western Cape Agriculture 

MEC Dr Ivan Meyer, is the National Chairman of Agri 
South Africa’s Centre of Excellence: Rural Safety, and 
the Provincial Chairman of Agri Western Cape's Rural 
Safety Policy Committee.

Lt Col van der Westhuijzen has served in the Reserve 
Force for 36 years, and is currently serving as the 
Second in Command of Fort iKapa Military Base. 

Once the COVID-19 restrictions have come to an end, 
an opportunity will be identified to decorate Lt Col van 
der Westhuijzen with this EROK Medal.

The Reserves salute Lt Col van der Westhuijzen for 
his exceptional service. His spirit of true voluntarism, 
which frequently goes beyond the call of duty, serves 
as motivation for many Reserves.    

Lieutenant Colonel  

Uys van der Westhuijzen.

The Estonian Reserve Officers’ 

Association Special Merits 

Cross.
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Article by: Lieutenant Colonel J.S. Titus, SO1 Defence Reserves  
Provincial Office Northern Cape

C SANDF Project KOBA-TLALA Re-Skilling for 
Northern Cape Reserves in Kimberley from  

8 February 2021 to 20 February 2021

One of the priorities of the South African 
National Defence Force (SANDF) is to 
contribute to the developmental agenda 

of the Republic of South Africa. An initiative 
has been taken with the establishment of Chief 
SANDF (C SANDF) Project KOBA-TLALA, which 
focuses on contributing to and strengthening  
this developmental agenda. The re-skilling of 
members of the SANDF’s Reserves is one of the 
priorities. This is done to minimise talent gaps  
and to cultivate a culture of ongoing learning  
within our structure. 

When discussed in the context of organisational 
learning and development strategies, upskilling 
and reskilling refer to the educational and training 
opportunities offered by any organisation to it’s 
staff. This aims to provide effective training that 
enhances staff members’ current role and value to 
the organisation. Reskilling is essential for retraining 
Reserve members for better utilisation. For the  
C SANDF’s Project KOBA-TLALA, it is important  
to retain members by training them in new skills. 

Members from Reserve units in the Northern Cape 
were trained in Basic Tactical Intelligence and 
effective and efficient Project Management aspects 

in the Northern Cape province’s capital, Kimberley  
from 8 February 2021 until 20 February 2021. They 
also mastered effective tools and techniques that can 
be used in different fields of the Reserve Force culture 
as well as in their own lives. This could facilitate the 
creation of efficient strategies and the successful 
delivery of effective projects in communities in the 
Northern Cape. 

During presentations and practical exercises, 
members demonstrated and maintained a high 
standard of discipline, teamwork, and the promotion 
of esprit de corps (French for ‘the spirit of the  
body’, or the shared spirit existing between members 
of a group inspiring and driving enthusiasm,  
devotion and honour). Members were positive 
in their outlook, and challenges were addressed 
as soon as possible. The support by the SA Army 
Support Base Kimberley was of a high standard and 
crucial to the successful outcome of the programme.

Army Reserve members who were trained,  
developed opportunities where they are more  
satisfied in their roles and have a brighter outlook  
on their future. It truly helps our members to see  
career path advancements, with a deeper sense  
of purpose.  

Kimberley Regiment and Galeshewe Anti-Aircraft Regiment members with Lt Col 

(Dr) P.J. Coetzer, and Mr E. Matiwane, Interim Chairperson of the DRSB NC.



C
ouncillor (Cllr) Monica Müller 
passed away suddenly on 
03 May 2021 at her home in 

Centurion, Pretoria. Cllr Müller who 
was known to countless members 
of the South African Defence Force 
(SADF) and South African National 
Defence Force (SANDF) as Colonel 
(Col) Monica Müller, served the 
Military Family for over fifty years. 
Her last post was with the Reserve 
Force Council (RFC), an Organ of 
State within the Ministry of Defence 
and Military Veterans.

Cllr Monica Cornelia Gertruida  
(née Moolman) Müller, was born on 
6 October 1945 in Calvinia, in the 
Cape Province (present day Western 
Cape).  Her father, a returned soldier from World 
War II enrolled in the Union Defence Force (UDF) 
as a regular and was stationed in Port Elizabeth 
(now Gqeberha) and the family followed soon 
thereafter. Cllr Müller by her own admission enjoyed 
a care free and exciting life at the Forest Hill Military 
Base and was a true daughter of the Defence 
Force.  She matriculated at Pearson High School 
and thereafter moved with her family when her 
father was transferred to Voortrekkerhoogte (now 
Thaba Tshwane).  She decided to follow a career in 
teaching and qualified as a High School teacher, a 
career that she followed from 1965 until 1971 which 
saw her teaching at various schools including the 
Hoër Meisieskool Helpmekaar in Johannesburg.

Around 1970, the SADF investigated the introduction 
of girls to its ranks, primarily in a Civil Defence role. 
This provided an opportunity for women instructors 

to be employed at the principal training centre, 
the South African Army Women's College at 

George, which was founded in 1971 
as a Civil Defence College. 

Originally, the focus 

of training was on civil relief work, 
but basic military instruction for the 
women volunteers was included. 
This would be an historic occasion 
for women in the SADF, as these 
instructors became the first women 
to be employed in the Permanent 
Force (other than those in the South 
African Military Nursing Service).  
Prior to this, women during the 
Second World War were deployed 
as members of an Auxiliary.

Cllr Müller changed the course of her 
career and applied to be appointed 
to the SA Army Women’s College 
as an instructor.  She was one of 
only eight women officers to be 
appointed to the College staff.  This 
was to become a pivotable point 

of not only her future but also that of the future of 
women in the Defence Force.

Cllr Müller was appointed the Platoon Commander 
of Platoon 3 and lectured in telecommunications.  
Lieutenant Moolman, as she was known then, 
received a few weeks training in telecommunications 
at the School of Signals, Voortrekkerhoogte, and 
the Defence Headquarters Signals Squadron (later 
2 Signal Regiment).  This introduced her to other 
corps that she was to have a career relationship 
with in the future.

At the Army College she qualified in military law, 
the only woman amongst twenty-six men. Then 
followed the Services School where she qualified 
in the General Munitions of War training for General 
Service Officers.

Cllr Müller a pioneer of Women’s Rights in the 
SA Army. These course excursions away from 
George introduced her to multi-corps military culture, 
broader military life reminiscent of her childhood 
and it gave her the background to have a vision 

Article by: Brigadier General (Ret) J.A. Del Monte, Deputy Chairperson – Reserve Force Council

The Reserve Force Council Loses a Stalwart

Councillor in the Reserve Force 

Council – Colonel (Retired) 

Monica Müller
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for the future of women in the Permanent Force.   
In the decade to come she worked with a  
purpose towards developing her vision  some-
times alone.

It was inevitable that Cllr Müller was destined for 
Defence Headquarters.  There, she spearheaded 
career advancement for women. Whenever the 
system ran counter to progress, she was the 
strategist who planned the opening of new venues. 
Stationed at Defence Headquarters, she was in a 
unique position to influence events.

Although stationed at the Directorate of Signals, 
where she was posted as SO3 Training and 
Courses and later the SO2 Other Ranks, she often 
found herself being sound boarded on problems 
regarding uniformed female employees.  

In 1975 Cllr Müller (then Captain Moolman), while 
still serving on the staff of the Director Signals, got 
increasingly involved with the affairs of women  
in uniform. 

Capt Moolman, being the senior (woman), had all 
complaints about regulations not accommodating 
women ending at her door. She became the 
unofficial custodian of principles and regulations 
for women, taking care of common complaints  
and attitudes, while at the same time trying to 
advance career advancement opportunities for 
women.

Cllr Müller returned to the SA Army Women’s College 
and became the Chief Instructor and later was 
appointed as the Second in Command followed by 
an appointment as Acting Officer Commanding. 

In May 1979 Major Moolman was recalled to 
Pretoria for a Staff Course, in a group of the first 
three women to do so.  Upon completion, she was 
transferred to the staff of the Chief of the SADF, 
General Constand Viljoen.

In her vast career, Cllr Müller proved herself to be 
versatile and competent having done service in the 

following posts:

 • SSO Ministerial Enquiries

 • SSO HR Coordination – Army HQ

 • SSO Women – SA Army

 • Director Women SADF

After her retirement in 1991, Cllr Müller was 
transferred to the Reserves where she served with 
the Reserves Division from 2009 to 2015 as SSO 
Projects. Her contribution led to the implementation 
of the University Reserve Training Programme 
(URTP) and the establishment of the South African 
National Defence Force Education Trust.

Civilian Life.  Cllr Müller got married to SA Army Col 
Carl Müller, who sadly passed away in October 2018.  

In the period between her retirement in 1991 and 
1997, Cllr Müller served in the Gauteng Government 
in the following posts: 

 • Deputy Director, Institutional Development

 • Deputy Director, Local Government

 • Head of Office of the Director-General’s Office.

She joined the RFC in 2015, and in 2016,  
the Minister of Defence and Military Veterans, 
Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula appointed her as 
Councillor of the RFC, to advise on the part-time 
component as an integral part of the SANDF. 
She headed the Human Resource Committee, 
which embarked on the difficult task of creating 
opportunities in civil life for above-age and non-
combat ready defence reserves.  She became part 
of a team that developed an innovative model that 
would not dent the budget of the SANDF, while 
implementing the developmental agenda of the 
Defence Force.

Cllr Müller, an ever indefatigable and focussed 
officer will be sorely missed by all her colleagues at 
the Reserve Force Council.  

“Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a  
few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into  

the joy of thy Lord.”  
Matthew 25:23



Chairperson of the Reserve Force Council, 

Major General (Ret) K.M. Mokoape, making 

a contribution during the Retreat.

The Deputy Minister of Defence and Military 

Veterans delivers his keynote address to 

the Directorate SA Army Reserve Retreat 

audience.

Article and photographs by: Captain J.J.P. de Vries, Directorate SA Army Reserve

Deputy Minister of Defence and Military Veterans delivers 
Keynote Address at Directorate SA Army Reserve Retreat

The Deputy Minister of Defence and Military Veterans, the 
Honourable T.S.P. Makwetla was the keynote speaker 
during the first day of proceedings at Directorate South 

African Army Reserve's Retreat held at the SA Army Foundation's 
Rhemardo Resort in Limpopo on Tuesday 8 June 2021. 

After receiving presentations on critical aspects relevant to the 
Army Reserve such as the unpacking of its problem statement, 
the Updated Reserve Force Service System and Mzantsi  
Homeguard as well as alignment of the Army Reserve to the  
South African Army's strategic direction, the Deputy Minister 
weighed in with his keynote address. 

The Deputy Minister expressed his sincere gratitude for the honour 
and privilege to deliver the keynote address at the Retreat, and 
that the time chosen to execute it was appropriate considering the 
circumstances and the challenges the country is confronted with.

In light of those factors, the Deputy Minister was glad to see 
that the "Restoration of the dignity of the South African Army to 
its rightful glory" was a primary objective, especially where the  
newer drive to "Define and refine command and leadership as a 
critical success factor" in pursuit of restoring that dignity will be 
most helpful. 

He acknowledged that the members of the Reserves confront 
enormous obstacles, and despite low economic growth and 
high levels of unemployment, they are resilient people with vast 
experience. He was heartened by the understanding that "this 
retreat, will come up with concrete suggestions on how the 
Reserves shall be replenished on an ongoing basis." Building 
onto that, he said that "We have got to conceive of and organise 
the Reserves with today's challenges in mind."

In his ongoing familiarisation process of the Reserves as tasked to 
him by Minister of Defence and Military Veterans, the Honourable 
N.N. Mapisa-Nqakula, Deputy Minister urged his audience to 
see that "In every crisis, there is an opportunity, to every dark 
cloud there is a silver lining. We as the military cannot be an 
organisation in professionalism and conduct, entirely dictated to 
by the conditions we find ourselves in. Success and achievement 
through bravery must be viewed as that which makes you an 
achiever, presented by the conditions you stubbornly overcame 

Acting Officer Commanding of Lenong 

Regiment, Major S. Ntabeni makes  

inputs to the discussions around  

the Army Reservist profile.
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to become who and what you are. As the Defence Force, we are 
expected to do more with the meagre resources at our disposal.... 
but if you want to demonstrate character, you have to defy those 
conditions."

Honourable Makwetla received tokens of appreciation from the 
manager of Rhemardo Resort, Mr S.S. Dhlamini and Director SA 
Army Reserve, Brigadier General (Brig Gen) F.M. Moni. 

Showing his confidence in the Reserves following his visits to 
units thus far in Pretoria, Johannesburg and Brakpan, the Deputy 
Minister said in parting that "with the Reserve units I have been to, 
I can see that we have to provide for them." 

Army Reserves – "Arise and Build!"… Getting Around 
Challenges with Power of Purpose

The chaplain presiding over daily devotion and prayer at the 
Directorate SA Army Reserve Retreat, Chaplain (Reverend) F.A. 
Kuzwayo, started the Wednesday 9 June 2021 proceedings with 
a reading from 1 Chronicles 22:19, focusing on the concept of Dir 
Army Reserve to “Arise and building up.” 

Addressing the Retreat's delegates, Chaplain Kuzwayo 
encouraged everyone to take the words of devoting one's heart 
and soul to "begin to build the sanctuary" found in Scripture, 
to heart. Chaplain Kuzwayo's devotion and prayer draws from 
Nehemiah 2:18, to "Arise and build!" This message spoke to the 
effort being summoned at the Retreat, with Chaplain Kuzwayo 
telling delegates "... to be brave" as they strengthened their hands 
for the formidable task before them to improve the affairs of the 
Army Reserves. Referencing the Scripture, he said that “The good 
news is to arise and build a strong Directorate SA Army Reserve 
that has control over what we set our hearts and minds to in order 
to arrive as a collective to the intent of the SA Army.” 

In the continuation of the discussions around the Army Reserve's 
problem statement and alignment of the Directorate SA Army 
Reserve and SA Army Strategic Direction from the day before, 
Director SA Army Reserve, Brig Gen Moni and other delegates 
brought up the "D Army Reserve Arise and Build" message time 
and time again. Director SA Army Reserve spurred delegates on 
"... to adopt the appealing sentiment to 'Arise and build', as it is a 
statement that can be adopted by the Reserves."

With ever diminishing budgets across all government departments, 
from which the South African National Defence Force (SANDF) and 
its Arms of Services' Reserves are not immune, presentations were 
clear about the impact of financial cuts and hard choices ahead. 
Rising on a point of order during one presentation, Chief Army 
Human Resource Plan, Brig Gen G.S. Soldaat stated that "These 
are the difficult decisions we must make as the South African 
Army..." and gazed around the room to all, saying "... we need to 
make sure that our people are equipped and formally trained to 
do their jobs. We have ways and means of getting around these 
challenges. I said in the last two weeks to the Human Resource 

The Officer Commanding of Pretoria 

Armoured Regiment, Lieutenant Colonel 

M.J.B. Chabalala stating that attempts 

to save wherever possible is not always 

economical, expressed as "Don't save cents 

at the expense of common sense."

Brigadier General (Ret) E.R.K. Mathibe 

weighs in from the Reserve Force Council's 

perspective on Reserve conditions  

of service. 

Directorate SA Army Reserve's Chief Warrant 

Officer E.F. Kahn delivers his presentation  

on heraldry and insignia developments  

in the Army Reserves.
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planners that we need to become more creative. 
Our old ways of doing things are surely not going 
to help us in today's age." The Officer Commanding 
of Pretoria Armoured Regiment, Lieutenant Colonel 
M.J.B. Chabalala contributed to the debate on the 
need to shake the long established, often inefficient 
ways of doing things, saying, "Don't save cents at 
the expense of common sense." With creatively 
wielded power of purpose, the delegates attending 
the Directorate SA Army Reserve Retreat closed 
the penultimate day of proceedings on a high note. 

Directorate SA Army Reserve Retreat Concludes, 
Calling to “Analyse, synthesize, apply your logic!” 

On the last day of the Retreat, 11 June 2021, what 
Brig Gen Moni impressed most unsparingly, was 
the need for all to grapple with problems in their 
respective environments and "Arise and Build" as 
encouraged by the devotional theme proffered 
earlier by Chaplain Kuzwayo.

After the completion of the daily devotion and 
prayer, programme director for the Retreat, Colonel 
C.B. Hepburn, welcomed Director Army Strategic 
Direction, Brig Gen J.K. Thys to deliver the Retreat's 
decision matrix. This crucial part of proceedings 
would provide lever points for decision-makers to 
move on in the pursuit of Army Reserve-specific 
targets in the Army's goal "To Define and Refine 
Leadership and Command as a critical success 
factor in restoring the dignity of the SA Army to its 
rightful glory."

Director SA Army Reserve urged all the 
members as they prepared to depart, 

to regroup in the face of the work that must be 
done to right the Reserves. He said that “… there 
is nobody who is going to do this except for us. 
We are those leaders of men and women that can 
provide direction. We must ask ourselves what we 
are doing here.”

Referencing the Chaplain’s focus on meeting 
challenges head on, Brig Gen Moni encouraged 
the Reserve leaders of the Pride of Lions to “…take 
the bull by the horns, and arise and build the Army 
Reserves for the generations to come.” He urged 
them to think of the future, saying that “When we 
are done with our service, we can proudly tell those 
around us that we had an input to how and why the 
Reserves look the way they do.”

Director SA Army Reserve added: “The Deputy 
Minister said that there is nothing wrong with 
drawing from past experiences and polishing them 
to suit the present, for Reserves to have the same 
conditions of service as the Regulars."

Reminding all that much still needed to be done, 
Brig Gen Moni told those who were about to 
disperse to “engage with the issues in our respective 
environments. When the time comes to converge, 
we can come with realistic decisions which will 
inform the new Reserve system.” He thanked the 
Reserve Force Council, Chief Directors, Directors, 
staff officers of the Formations and Reserve 
unit commanders for their participation and 
contributions, and in the road ahead encouraged 
them to “Analyse, synthesize, apply your logic!”   

Delegates' group photograph on the final day of the Directorate SA Army 

Reserve Retreat held at the SA Army Foundation's Rhemardo Resort in Limpopo 

from 7 to 11 October 2021.



Article and photographs by: Sergeant R.S. Baartman, Corporate 
Communication, Fort iKapa Military Base

Surgeon General Visit to Fort iKapa Military Base

Surgeon General (SG) of the South African 

National Defence Force, Lieutenant General 

Zola Dabula completing the Fort iKapa Military 

Base’s visitor’s book.

SG and delegation with OC FiMB.

Surgeon General (SG) of the South African National 
Defence Force (SANDF), Lieutenant General (Lt Gen) 
[Dr] Zola Dabula visited all South African Military Health 

Service (SAMHS) healthcare facilities in the Western Cape, 
and during his visit to the province, Fort iKapa Military Base 
(FiMB) was honoured to host him on Thursday 4 February 
2021. A number of SAMHS storage facilities, as well as a unit 
– 3 Medical Battalion Group (3 Med Bn Gp) are situated at 
FiMB. Officer Commanding FiMB, Colonel (Col) Clifford Peter 
accompanied Lt Gen Dabula during his visit, which without 
a doubt contributed to the boosting of morale of SAMHS 
members. 

Upon arrival at the Base, Lt Gen Dabula was afforded a turn-out 
of the guard by members of SAMHS, and proceeded to visit the 
facilities at Fort iKapa. Lt Gen Dabula and his delegation was 
briefed by Colonel Peter on the role of FiMB with regards to 
storing facilities provided to SAMHS. Since this was an ad hoc 
visit, preparations were executed at a brisk pace, and good 
communication lines were established. Officer Commanding 
FiMB placed emphasis on the role the SA Army Infantry 
Formation plays in the maintenance and upkeep of the facilities 
at FiMB, in support of all operations, and with the inclusion of 
SAMHS members.

OC FiMB wished the SG  well on the last leg of his “developmental 
visit” to the Western Cape military healthcare facilities.    
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Article by: Lieutenant M.S. Mokopanele, Transport Officer General De La Rey Regiment 
Photographs by: Private P. Kabikunwa, Bravo Company Clerk, General De La Rey Regiment

Continuation Training at Spookbos Training Area

G
eneral De La Rey Regiment conducted 
Continuation Training under the command 
of the company commander Captain R.B. 

Kgampe at General De La Rey Regiment’s training 
area, also known as 'Spookbos.'  

Continuation Training was scheduled over the 
period 18 January to 7 February 2021, and in that 
time, platoon weapons were fired and live attacks 
were executed. The purpose of the training was 
to ensure that unit members are battle ready and 
current. The training was completed successfully, 
with no incidents.  

In most cases when soldiers, especially members 
of the Army Reserve are called-up, it is essential 
to orientate them, present re-training in order to 
refresh their drill, weapon skills and weapon drills 
as well as improve their fitness levels. 

Continuation training forms the baseline for 
Reserve Force members during call-up to be well 
prepared prior for Combat Readiness Training. 
These members will then be sent for Combat 
Readiness Training, and there after complete 
Mission Readiness Training in order to be deployed 
internally in activities such as Operation CORONA 
border safeguarding as required according to the 
Force Schedule.  
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Rifleman J.L. Tlhogo and Rifleman  
D.C. Kubu busy with the safety 

precautions prior to live firing of the  
SS-77 Light Machine Gun.

Members of General De La Rey Regiment 
conducting a live section attack.



Article and photographs by: Captain J.J.P. de Vries, Directorate SA Army Reserve

Deputy Minister of Defence and Military Veterans 
Visits Army Reserve Units in Johannesburg

E
ver ready as the South African Army Reserves 
are for the call to action, members of 
Johannesburg Light Horse Regiment and 

Sandfontein Artillery Regiment stood to in the rain-
swept Mount Collins military base in the Sandton 
suburb of Kelvin, Johannesburg on Friday 30 April 
2021 to give a warm welcome to the Deputy Minister 
of Defence and Military Veterans the Honourable 
T.S.P. Makwetla at their co-located headquarters. 

Dignitaries and senior officers participating in the visit 
were welcomed by Director Project KOBA-TLALA, 
Brigadier General (Brig Gen) H.J.G. Kamffer (who 
was standing in for Director SA Army Reserve, Brig 
Gen F.M. Moni; Director Defence Reserves (D Def 
Res) Z. Niyabo-Mana representing Chief Defence 
Reserves (C Def Res), Major General (Maj Gen) 
R.C. Andersen; as well as the Chief of Staff of South 
African Army Artillery Formation, Colonel (Col) A.S. 
de Jager; and the Chief of Staff of South African 
Army Armour Formation, Col H. Louw. Brig Gen 
Kamffer provided Army Reserve specific context to 
Deputy Minister Makwetla with a presentation on 
the utilisation of Army Reserves in the COVID-19- 
swept financial year 2020/2021, with this followed 

by presentations on unit readiness status by Major 
D.P. Molopyane of the Rooikat reconnaissance 
armoured car-equipped Johannesburg Light 
Horse Regiment and Lieutenant V.O. Ngema for 
the GV6 self-propelled 155mm howitzer-equipped 
Sandfontein Artillery Regiment. The aforementioned 
individuals serve as Acting Officers Commanding 
while their units’ commanders (Johannesburg Light 
Horse Regiment’s Lieutenant Colonel (Lt Col) L.D. 
Nkoana and Sandfontein Artillery Regiment’s Lt Col 
S.R. Ngwenya) are away on course. 

Responding to the content of these presentations, 
the Deputy Minister cited leadership as critical to 
improving the lot of the South African National 
Defence Force (SANDF) Arms of Service. This 
spoke to the motto resounding through the Army 
as encouraged by its Chief, Lieutenant General 
L.K. Mbatha "To Define and Refine Command 
and Leadership as a Critical Success Factor for 
the Restoration of the Dignity of the SA Army to 
its Rightful Glory". Deputy Minister Makwetla 
was most appreciative of the opportunity 
to share in the goings on of the Army 
Reserves as part of the defence 
establishment, saying that :  

Deputy Minister of Defence and Military Veterans, the Honourable T.S.P. 

Makwetla proceeds into the headquarters complex shared by Johannesburg 

Light Horse Regiment and Sandfontein Artillery Regiment.
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"... this is our second visit to our Reserves. We 
had the opportunity to visit Tshwane Regiment a 
week or so ago, and on that occasion, we were 
favoured with the presence of the Chief of Staff of 
the SANDF, Lieutenant General Yam and Chief of 
the Defence Reserves, Major General Andersen. 
The reason why my office has undertaken this 
initiative, that the Minister of Defence and Military 
Veterans, the Honourable Mapisa-Nqakula has 
delegated matters of the Reserves to the Office of 
the Deputy Minister. It is basically a familiarisation 
initiative with the organisation of our Reserves, 
just to understand the state of affairs as far as the 
strengths and weaknesses of the organisation, the 
challenges that are there but also the opportunities 
to improve conditions as far as our Reserves  
are concerned." 

The two Acting Officers Commanding took Deputy 
Minister Makwetla on a guided tour of their units' 

headquarters, during which their guest paused  
to remark with pleasant surprise upon 

a photograph of a familiar face 

in a portrait frame hanging on the wall in the 
Sandfontein Artillery Regiment's lines – one 
R.C. Andersen! C Def Res, Maj Gen Andersen 
served as the Commandant of the then Transvaal 
Horse Artillery (THA) from 16 December 1976 to  
9 February 1981.

On the value of the visit, Deputy Minister Makwetla 
said, "From the Reserves, I can tell now, precisely 
because of the One Force Concept, what you  
do not have in the Reserves, affects what the 
Regular Force can deliver on. So as a result of  
what I have observed today, I have a good  
sense of our Armoured and Artillery capabilities... 
and I have a better sense of where things are  
at. Visiting units of the Reserves has helped me 
quickly to get a handle on the challenges that  
we have." 

The visit concluded with thanks expressed to the 
Deputy Minister on behalf of all gathered on the day 
by D Def Res, Brig Gen Niyabo-Mana.  

Trooper N.S. Mabotja of the Johannesburg Light Horse 

Regiment stands a vigilant guard during the Deputy Minister 

of Defence and Military Veteran’s visit to Mount Collins 

military base.

Deputy Minister Makwetla expresses his thanks for the 

opportunity to visit the two units on the day,  

and for the valuable insights derived from the  

engagement.
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Article by: Lieutenant Colonel N. Koen, SO1 Defence Reserves Provincial Office Mpumalanga
Photograph by: Lieutenant Colonel S.A. Mbuyazi, Officer Commanding General Botha Regiment 

General Botha Regiment Spreads its Wings for 
Return from Operation CORONA Deployment  

in the Northern Cape

G
eneral Botha Regiment deployed one 
Company from Mpumalanga to the 
Northern Cape for Operation CORONA 

border safeguarding duties as from 01 September 
2020 until 14 March 2021. The deployment went 
extremely well and was highly successful. Once 
again General Botha Regiment made a difference 
from discipline, through community projects, to 
successful operations.    

This time around, the deployed soldiers were 
not transported by bus back to their unit’s home 
province as had been done previously. It was 

therefore a historic moment for the members, when 
the two groupings were ferried by a South African  
Air Force (SAAF) Pretoria-based 28 Squadron 
Lockheed C-130BZ medium tactical transport aircraft 
from Upington in the Northern Cape to Nelspruit on 06 
March 2021 and on 14 March 2021. Both groupings 
were welcomed by the Officer Commanding General 
Botha Regiment, Lt Col S.A. Mbuyazi, at Kruger 
Mpumalanga International Airport.  

It was a great experience for all the soldiers that 
were on deployment. They were all pleased that 
they could make a difference, and that they are 
back at home to re-unite with their families.  

Members of General Botha Regiment disembark from the 

South African Air Force’s Lockheed C-130BZ ‘401’ upon 

their return to Mpumalanga from the Northern Cape.
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Article by: Lieutenant Colonel J.A. Conradie, S01 Defence Reserves 
Provincial Office Western Cape and Mrs R. Lord

Deputy Minister of Defence and Military Veterans 
Visits Fort iKapa Military Base 
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T
he Deputy Minister of Defence and Military Veterans, 
the Honourable T.S.P. Makwetla, visited the Home 
of the SA Army Reserves in the Western Cape, 

Fort iKapa Military Base (FiMB) on 22 June 2021, as part 
of a Defence visit to ascertain the level of effectiveness 
of the Regional Nodal Point (RNP) concept. For the 
visit, the Deputy Minister was accompanied by Acting 
Chief Defence Reserves, Brigadier General (Brig Gen)  
Z. Niyabo-Mana and Director SA Army Reserves, Brig Gen  
F.M. Moni.

The visit began with Officer Commanding (OC) FiMB, 
Colonel (Col) C. Peter, welcoming the Deputy Minister and 
his delegation to the Base. FiMB is rightly called the “Home 
of the SA Army Reserves in the Western Cape”, and as 
such is geared to serve as one of the SA Army Centres of 
Excellence.

The morning’s formalities started off with Lance Corporal 
J.A. Klaasse reading the Code of Conduct for Uniformed 
Members of the South African National Defence Force 
(SANDF). Chaplain (Reverend) M.K. Putuma delivered a 
message to all attendees, encouraging them to be kind 
to one another and to persevere in all undertakings. Brig 
Gen Niyabo-Mana formally introduced Deputy Minister 
Makwetla to the members at Fort iKapa and to the 
Reserves. The Deputy Minister was then given a very 
thorough presentation of what FiMB is doing in terms 
of its Mandate as a Reserve nodal point in the SA Army 
under the guidance of Defence Reserves and Director 
South African Army Reserve. Emphasis was placed on all 
the successes achieved throughout the past year, most 
notably in Operation PROSPER, hosting 8 South African 
Infantry Battalion (8 SAI Bn) from Upington in the Northern 
Cape and 1 SAI Bn from Bloemfontein in the Free State, 
and Operation NOTLELA, which was executed by SA Army 
Regulars and Reserves. In all these undertakings, the 
members of FiMB excelled in their task to provide support. 

The Deputy Minister had the opportunity to engage with 
all the OCs of the different resident units, who shared 

The Honourable T.S.P. Makwetla, Deputy 

Minister of Defence and Military Veterans.

From left to right – The Honourable Deputy Minister, 

T.S.P. Makwetla; welcomed by OC FiMB, Colonel 

C. Peter; Acting Chief Defence Reserves, Brigadier 

General Z. Niyabo-Mana and Director SA Army 

Reserve, Brigadier General F.M. Moni.



The Honourable Makwetla addresses those gathered  

at FiMB.

The Honourable Makwetla briefed on the training of a 

paratrooper.

Lieutenant Colonel S. Fortuin, Officer Commanding Western 

Cape Reserve Signal Unit, showing the Deputy Minister 

around her command’s lines.

The Deputy Minister with the delegation and Reserves from FiMB.

valuable inputs with him. The neatness of the base 
and its overall appearance was applauded, and all 
members were duly commended. Deputy Minister 
Makwetla was taken on a tour of the base to inspect 
selected units, and expressed his pleasant surprise 
at the neatness and upkeep of Reserve facilities… 
this despite the ever-decreasing budget being 
allocated to the SANDF. This is a challenge that is 
currently being faced by the entire Department of 
Defence (DOD). 

The visit concluded with a function held at the 
Chief Langalibalele Rifles (formerly the Cape Town  
Rifles – Dukes) Headquarters, attended by all OCs 
and Regimental Sergeants Major. FiMB stayed true 
to its declaration to always support Chief of the South 
African Army to “Define and refine command and 
leadership as critical success factors in restoring the 
dignity of the SA Army to its rightful glory”.  
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Article and photographs by: Rifleman T.R. Tshivhenga, Umzimvubu Regiment

Umzimvubu Regiment Journey Towards  
Operation PROSPER 

A
fter a successful deployment by Alpha 
Company in the Eastern Cape’s Maluti 
Mission Area, Umzimvubu Regiment was 

given the task to prepare a Company for Operation 
PROSPER (Op PROSPER) before the end of  
March 2021.

Bravo Company, (B Coy) was undergoing 
Continuation Training to provide combat ready 
forces, to conduct military operations during their 
deployment. Umzimvubu Regiment received orders 
to mobilize and present cadre Combat Readiness 
(CR) Training.

On Sunday, 28 February 2021, the members of the 
main force arrived from different provinces, as the 
continuation training phase was set to commence 
on 1 March 2021.

SA Army Infantry Formation Combat Readiness 
Section, together with various departments at 
Umzimvubu Regiment Headquarters (HQ) worked 
tireslessly to support the vision of the Chief Army, 
Lieutenant General L.K. Mbatha, in "Restoring 

the dignity of the SA Army to its rightful glory”, by 
making sure that B Coy is combat ready.

Prior to the first week of Continuation Training, 
all the female members were taken to 14 South 
African Infantry Battalion (14 SAI Bn) Health Centre 
to do pregnancy tests, to be certain that they are 
medically fit to undergo a physically demanding 
Continuation Training.

Members attended classes on different subjects 
including section attacks, crowd control and road 
blocks, to mention but a few, so as to ensure that 
members know exactly what is expected from them. 
After each class, members participated in practical 
exercises. 

The training lasted for two weeks at Umzimvubu 
Regiment HQ. On Friday, 12 March 2021, the 
advance force travelled to 6 SAI Bn Training Area in 
Makhanda. The Advance Force was followed by the 
main force on Sunday, 14 March 2021. The convoy 
was led by the Coy Commander Captain M.E. 
Zweni, and the training was successfully completed 
on 31 March 2021 at 6 SAI Bn.  

Platoon 2 Commander, Second Lieutenant Z. Tiba in total control, explaining to the section tactical 

withdrawal movements and reasons why the section can't advance on attacking the enemy.
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Section Commander, Corporal T. Sibeko demonstrating total control of the section.

Section Commander and Section 

Second in Command (2IC) of Platoon 

2, Section 1 strategizing movement to 

take over the objective.

Company members training in roadblock tactics, techniques and procedures. 
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During a visit by Defence Reserves Division and 
the Project KOBA-TLALA team in November 
2020, the Project Director, Brigadier General 

(Brig Gen) H.J.G. Kamffer confirmed that the Army 
Foundation made a generous sponsorship towards 
the project, and that money will be transferred to 
General Botha Regiment in Barberton to assist 
them with their garden. Up until this point, the 
existence of the garden was due to the generous 
contributions made by the members of the unit, as 
they were not supported by anybody else.  For that 
reason, General Botha Regiment’s members were 
excited and appreciative of the sponsorship that 
they would receive from Army Foundation.

In February 2021, General Botha Regiment received 
an amount of R22 000 from Army Foundation, to be 
utilised towards the garden in the unit. A detailed 
analysis was made as to what would enhance 
the garden’s effectiveness, and it was concluded 

that gardening implements and equipment were 
needed the most. For that reason, the unit obtained 
the necessary quotations and these items were 
purchased. The equipment will assist hugely in 
the maintenance of the garden, and improve the 
produce created in it, as well as contribute to the 
training of the already impressive initiative… the 
unit home garden of which all are proud.  

The General Officer Commanding of SA Army 
Support Formation, Major General M.J. Tyhalisi, 
visited General Botha Regiment on 25 February 
2021. After seeing the potential at the unit, various 
commitments were made and pledged, of which 
some assistance was already delivered from the 
SA Army Support Formation to General Botha 
Regiment, of which General Botha Regiment is 
most appreciative of. Part of the outcomes of 
the visit was that SA Army Support Base (ASB) 
Mpumalanga and General Botha Regiment must 
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Article by: Lieutenant Colonel N. Koen, SO1 Defence Reserves 
Provincial Office Mpumalanga

Photographs by: Staff Sergeant J.M. Nkosi, General Botha Regiment

Army Foundation Provides a Sponsorship to  
C SANDF Project KOBA-TLALA Initiative at  
General Botha Regiment in Mpumalanga 

General Botha Regiment’s extended garden, with the newly planted  

SA Army Support Base Mpumalanga seedlings.
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partner, so that General Botha Regiment can 
produce and supply some of the fresh vegetable 
requirements of the Commercialised Mess in 
Mbombela (formerly Nelspruit). Planning was done, 
and the unit expanded the half a hectare of existing 
garden to be around one hectare, and will eventually 
grow to three hectares. The first seedlings for this 
arrangement were planted on 09 April 2021, and we 
are looking forward in anticipation for the delivery of 
the first batch of vegetables to the Commercialised 
Mess followed by continuous deliveries as planned 
and at arranged intervals. 

The equipment that was therefore generously 
sponsored by Army Foundation, would be of great 
value in assisting to maintain and nurture the 

garden and ultimately to the continuous delivery 
of vegetables to the Commercialised Messes. For 
that, General Botha Regiment remains grateful.  
The unit realises that the Army Foundation does 
care about their members, and that in doing so, it 
leaves legacies behind in the process.

Once again, a huge shout out and thanks 
and appreciation to Army Foundation for the 
sponsorship that was put to use in a productive 
manner. Your generosity will contribute immensely 
while the home garden is being extended to a fully-
fledged garden that will in the end save the South 
African National Defence Force funds.  

What a privilege it is to be part of this winning team!   
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Some of the new equipment.

General Botha Regiment’s extended garden, with the newly  

planted seedlings.

Staff Sergeant J.M. Nkosi and his team with the equipment they received. 
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Article by: Lieutenant Colonel J.A. Conradie, SO1 Defence Reserves Provincial Office 
Western Cape and Mrs R. Lord

Photographs by: Mrs R. Lord

Blaauwberg Armoured Regiment Conducts Change 
of Office Ceremony for its RSM 

O
n Saturday 31 March 2021, a Change of 
Office ceremony was held at Blaauwberg 
Armoured Regiment (BAR) – Fort iKapa 

Military Base (FiMB),  when Master Warrant Officer 
(MWO) K.J. Minnie handed over to his successor, 
MWO R.A. van Wyk. 

MWO Minnie started his National Service at 2 Special 
Service Battalion in Zeerust in January 1982. Later 
that same year, he joined the Permanent Force, in 
which he served until 1989. During his time in the 
Permanent Force, he successfully completed all 
the promotional courses and served at 1 Special 
Service Battalion and the School of Armour in 
Bloemfontein. In 1985, MWO Minnie served at 81 
Technical Service Depot on a specific project. In 
1990, MWO Minnie joined the Reserve Force as a 
member of Pretoria Regiment. Here, he completed 
all the promotional courses, and was appointed 
as the Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM). In 1994, 
he went to Namibia, and upon his return to South  
Africa in 1998, he joined Regiment Oranjerivier 
(later renamed to Blaauwberg  Armoured  
Regiment). In 2008, he was appointed as the RSM 
of BAR, a position in which he served until 2021, 
when he handed over the office to MWO Van Wyk.

During his term of service at BAR, MWO Minnie 
contributed significantly to the development and 
marketing of the Reserve Force. MWO Minnie often 
went beyond the call of duty to support Defence 
Reserves Division with the marketing and promotion 
of the Reserve Force Service System. 

BAR is one of the units that always supported 
Defence Reserves; MWO Minnie was the proverbial 

“Track Pin” and, in true Sergeant Major style, was 

able to put planning into action. Always ready to 
volunteer for tasks over and above his civilian 
career and Reserve Force responsibilities, he 
was instrumental in activities such as planning 
and executing the movement of military convoys, 
setting up of assembly and display areas, assisting 
with and providing ceremonial advice at the Cape 
Town Military Tattoos, memorial services, parades 
and several social responsibility outreach events. 
His contribution was always sincerely appreciated, 
and his opinions highly regarded and respected 
by all. Balancing a private career with his Reserve 
Force responsibilities could not have been easy, 
but in true Armour fashion, he took it all in his 
stride (and sometimes with a bit of the traditional 
Diesel and Dust). He personified the 
business case of the Reserves 
and, in support of Defence 
Reserves Provincial 
Office Western Cape 
(PO WC), he created 
awareness of the 
Reserve Force System 
and avidly supported 
Employer Support 
initiatives. 

General Officer Commanding of the South African Army  

Armour Formation, Brigadier General F. Mbotyi,  

delivering his address.



MWO Minnie is happily married and has two daughters.

MWO Minnie served the South African Defence Force 
(SADF) and the South African National Defence Force 
(SANDF) for 39 years as a volunteer, and was awarded 
the following medals:

 • Pro Patria Medal

 • Southern Africa Medal

 • General Service Medal

 • Unitas Medal

 • John Chard Medal

MWO Van Wyk was born in Kimberley and started 
his military career in 1991. In 1994, he completed 
his Junior Leader Training at the School of Armour 
Regiment Training Wing, and was promoted to the 
rank of Corporal. MWO Van Wyk has extensive training 
experience and is currently a Military Examiner of B and 
D vehicles, and a qualified Educational Training and 
Development (ETD) Practitioner. In 2016, MWO Van 
Wyk attended the Joint Warrant Officer Programme in 
National Security Studies. In 2017, he resigned as a 
Regular Force soldier, and in September 2020, he joined 
the Reserves. On 13 March 2021, he was appointed as 
the RSM of BAR. MWO Van Wyk is married and has two 
daughters. 

Armour ceremonies, rich in colourful tradition, are 
always a moving affair, and so too was the Change 
of Office ceremony. The lighting of the Flame of the 
Armour, the singing of the Armour Song and reciting 
the Tanker’s Prayer reminded the audience of the fire 
that burns in every armour soldier, inspiring them to 
deliver their best.  

Just as the Flame of the Armour symbolises the 
inextinguishable spirit and energy of the South African 
Army Armoured Corps, MWO Minnie’s flame will burn 
forever in the memory of the Reserve Force family.

The Western Cape Reserves have no doubt that MWO 
Van Wyk, a soldier with extensive armour knowledge, 
will pick up the reins from MWO Minnie and continue to 
spur BAR on in pursued of achieving their aim. 

Faithful, True and Steady – Come what may, you were 
always ready! We salute you.  

MWO K.J. Minnie handing the symbol of office over  

to MWO R.A. van Wyk.

The RSM’s Symbol of Office.
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Nelson Mandela Artillery Regiment’s Pipes and 
Drums Doing their Community Responsibility by 

Bringing Joy to Retirement Home Residents

Article and photographs by: Major (Ret) D. Coetzee

W
ith the arrival of the COVID-19 pandemic 
in 2020, the whole world went into 
lockdown… Something we have never 

known before and everything stopped, even the 
bands had to stop playing.

The Army Reserve’s pipe bands in Cape Town 
were always keen to share their music with others, 
and are very aware of their responsibility to the 
community. As soon as South Africa went into Level 
1 lockdown, the members of the bands started 
thinking of the other people around them who either 
worked so incredibly hard to care for others, and 
that is why the Drums and Pipes of the Cape Town 
Highlanders Drums, honoured the health workers 
and played at various hospitals to say thank you to 
those heroes who worked relentlessly during very 
difficult times. The other side of the spectrum are 

the older people in retirement villages who were not 
allowed to be out and about, or who did not see 
their families for months, as well as the carers who 
stayed in with these people to see to their needs. 
It must have been hard for our society's elders to 
be kept away from their families and grandchildren, 
and they were sometimes restricted to limited areas 
as they were counted as ‘vulnerable’. The only way 
to keep them safe, was to restrict contact with the 
outside world. Some of them have not seen their 
loved ones for over a year.

To mark the one-year anniversary of the national 
lockdown for the Corona pandemic, the Pipes and 
Drums of the Nelson Mandela Artillery Regiment 
(NMAR) decided to bring some joy to the community 
in these retirement homes. The project kicked off 
on Saturday 27 March 2021, when the band started 

The Drums and Pipes of the Nelson Mandela Artillery 

Regiment perform at the Helen Keller Society Retirement 

Village in Pinelands. 
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at the Helen Keller Society in Pinelands. First the 
band performed at the frail care section, playing 
tunes like Amazing Grace and Highland Cathedral, 
as well as various other Scottish songs. It was very 
touching when one just saw a very frail hand through 
a window, waving from a bed acknowledging that 
they heard the band, even though they were not 
strong enough to sit up or to stand up to watch. 

From there the band marched around to the other 
side of the building, where the other members of 
the home were waiting. An old gentleman even 
marched next to the band and one could see how 
proudly he pulled himself together, and with a 
straight back (as he was clearly taught in the army), 
marching in time with the band… once a soldier, 
always a soldier! As the band played familiar 
Scottish tunes, one could see some tears from the 
people, and you cannot help but to wonder what 
their memories were around that tune. To end off on 
a happy note, the band played “happy birthday” to 
everybody who had birthdays during the lockdown. 

After a well-deserved cup of tea, the band moved 
on to their next destination.

On arrival at Cape Peninsula Organisation for the 
Aged (CPOA) Pinelands Place Retirement Village, 
we were welcomed by Caireen Alston’s dad, all 
smartly dressed up in his kilt. It must have been a 
proud moment for him to see his daughter perform 
with the band. The members of the retirement home 
were waiting… all seated around the big lawn which 
served as the stage for the band. There was a lot  
of singing with and clapping along with familiar  
tunes like Auld Lang Syne and Flower of Scotland. 
After a hard year of limitations, there was such a 
good vibe and appreciation for the band. Once  
again the “happy birthday” tune was a winner  
and with smiles all around, the band was treated 
to tea. 

This is merely the beginning, and the band 
plans many more of these visits in the 
next couple of months.  

The band plays at Pinelands Place 
Retirement Village.
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Article by: Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) C. Craig-Mackie, formerly SO1 
Defence Reserves Provincial Office KwaZulu-Natal

Photograph by: Ms C. Anderson

Sad Passing of Mrs Marilyn Cameron –  
King Cetshwayo Artillery Regiment 

King Cetshwayo Artillery Regiment 
(KCAR), formally known as Natal Field 
Artillery (NFA), sadly lost their senior  

administration clerk, Mrs Marilyn Cameron, on  
12 May 2021. 

Mrs Cameron joined the South African National 
Defence Force (SANDF) on 17 July 1989 at Durban 
South Commando, and served there until the 
closing down of the Commando units and Group 
Headquarters (HQs). She was transferred to  
Natal Command HQ to assist with the closure 
of Group 10 HQ and its Commando units and 
later became the ‘Unit Lady’ of NFA in 2003. She 
worked many a time after hours to support the 
Reserve regiment with their Regimental functions 
and activities.

Mrs Cameron was actively involved with the Gunners 
and was bestowed an Honorary Gunner title for 
all the duties and support that she had given the 

KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) Gunners’ Association over 
the years. She was influential in organising the 

annual KZN Gunners’ Remembrance 
Dinners and Memorial Services.

Her involvement, outside her normal adminis- 
trational  office duties and support to the KZN 
Gunners, did however not stop there. She  
became actively supportive and assisted the 
Defence Reserves Provincial Office KZN (Def  
Res PO KZN) with their orchestration and  
running of the KZN Military Tattoo, the KZN 
Midlands Dinner and Games (also known as  
The Fort Nottingham Highland and Traditional 
Dinner and Games) along with numerous other 
SHIELD marketing functions held in the KZN, 
ie. Annual Reserve Force Dinner and Dance, the 
annual Defence Reserves KZN Business Formal 
Guest Dinner and the manning of stands at  
the annual Pietermaritzburg Royal Show and 
Ladysmith Battlefields Festival.

Rest easy Mrs Cameron, you were a fine example of 
dedication and support to the SANDF, the Reserve 
Force and your Regiment, and you will be sorely 
missed.

Mrs Cameron’s memorial was held at the  
Saint Cyprian’s Church, Durban on Wednesday  
19 May 2021.  

The inseparable Ms Charmaine Anderson (left)  

and Mrs Marilyn Cameron (right). 
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Article by: Lieutenant General (Ret) C. Gagiano and Lieutenant Colonel E. van Blerk

Tribute to The Fallen Heroes of the South African 
Air Force

Desmond Edward Barker, known to us as Des 
Barker, was born in Pretoria on 25 August 
1949, and was amongst 

the first batch of scholars to 
attend the brand new Lyttleton 
Manor High School after it had 
opened in 1962. He is listed 
today amongst this school’s 
notable alumni.

Maj Gen Barker joined the 
SAAF in 1968, and completed 
his pilot training in 1969. He 
was the third generation in his 
family to join and serve in the 
SAAF.

His first posting was to the 
Combat Flying School at 
the then Air Force Base 
Pietersburg from 1970 to 1983, 
before moving to the Central 
Flying School at Langebaanweg, where he flew 
the Impala. He was a qualified flying instructor 
and a display pilot, being a member of the SAAF’s 

renowned aerobatic display team, the Silver 
Falcons whilst at Langebaanweg. He later flew 

English Electric Canberra jet-
powered medium bombers at 
12 Squadron SAAF, Air Force 
Base Waterkloof.

After attending the Senior 
Command and Staff Course 
in 1995, he was appointed 
the Officer Commanding of 
the Bredasdorp, Western 
Cape-based Test Flight and 
Development Centre (TFDC), 
being promoted to the rank of 
Colonel on 30 January 1996 to 
fulfil this purpose.

In 2000, he was posted 
to South Africa’s High 
Commission in London as 
Air Attaché, returning 

in 2003 to attend the then Executive 
National Security Programme 
(ENSP) at the 

Major General (Ret) Desmond Edward Barker

On Wednesday, 17 March 2021, a beautiful sun had claimed the day, which suddenly turned to a 
gloomy morning… as this day claimed the lives of retired South African Air Force (SAAF) officers, 
Major General (Maj Gen) Desmond Edward Barker (aged 72), and Colonel (Col) Ramalingam 

Ramanathan Iyer (aged 70).

In the wake of that fateful flight, the lives of these two world renowned aviation icons left the profoundest of 
voids in their respective families, friends and the national and international aviation industry.

Maj Gen Barker and Col Iyer were on a routine sortie in a Patchen Explorer which belonged to the SAAF 
Museum. The aircraft was coming in to land at around 09:30 and fell, claiming the lives of the two pilots, 
whose careers are shared here.
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Major General (Ret)  
Desmond Edward Barker.

South African National Defence Force College. 
In January 2004, he was appointed General 
Officer Commanding Air Force Base Makhado 
in Limpopo in the rank of Brigadier General. 
He was assigned as Chief Director Force 
Preparation in June 2006 whence he was 
promoted to Major General. Maj Gen Barker 
retired from active duty in the SAAF in 2008 
while serving in this post.

After leaving the SAAF, he joined the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) as the 
Manager of Aeronautics Research, serving in 
this capacity until March 2017. Throughout his 
flying career, he had accumulated 7,200 flying 
hours and flew 58 different types of aircraft. 
Through all this time though, Maj Gen Barker 
had maintained his flying career as a civilian 
experimental test pilot and was vice president 
of the South African Society of Experimental 
Test Pilots (SETP).

Maj Gen Barker was awarded the Herman 
R. Salmon Technical Publications Award, 
presented to him by the SETP.  This award was 
presented to him for his article entitled “Flight 
Test Report: Focke Wulf Piaggio P149D-Turbo 
Prop” published in the SETP quarterly journal 
Cockpit as 2020’s best technical paper.

Other awards include the European Airshow 
Council’s 2011 Paul Bowen Award, the 
Jock Maitland Sword of Honour in 2018, 
and The Society of Experimental Test Pilots’ 
Guillaumaud Trophy in 2012.

He started training as a test pilot in 1974, 
graduating also as an experimental test pilot 
by 1984. He was posted to 1 Squadron SAAF 
where he flew the Mirage F1AZ. During this 
time, he was seconded to Armscor, for testing 
the Cheetah, which had been developed in co-
operation with Israel and was being prepared 
for service in the SAAF. For his contribution to 
flight-testing, he was awarded the Southern 
Cross Medal in 1990. A year later, he was 
appointed as the Chief Test Pilot at the TFDC 
at what is today, Air Force Base Overberg.
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Col Ramalingam Ramanathan Iyer, known 
simply to us as Rama Iyer, was born in 
Southern India on 25 

November 1951, but grew up 
in what is today, Kolkata, in the 
Indian State of West Bengal.  
There he was enrolled in the St 
Lawrence High School, a Jesuit 
secondary school for boys, first 
established in 1810, where, by 
the time he had attended, the 
boys were taught in English 
to prepare them for the Senior 
Cambridge Examinations – 
the equivalent of our National 
Senior Certificate or Matric.

Col Iyer joined the SAAF in 
1999, after having served for 
23 years as a combat pilot with 
the Indian Air Force (IAF).  He 
embarked on his military career 
in 1968, started flying in 1971, and since then 
flew an impressive variety of aircraft ranging from 
elementary tail draggers to supersonic jets.

He held various appointments in both the IAF and 
SAAF, and had a broad spectrum of experience 
across the fields of operational flying, flight training, 
education, management, and leadership – or as we 
prefer to refer to the latter two, staff and command 
duties.

Apart from having been an operational combat pilot, 
he was a category A1 flight instructor, pilot attack 

instructor, instrument rating 
instructor and examiner, and 
aircraft accident investigator. 
While he held airline transport 
pilot’s licences from both 
India and the United States 
of America, these remained 
dormant because he never 
took up the civilian flying route, 
choosing instead, to abide 
with his beloved career in 
military aviation.

He held a master’s degree in 
defence and strategic studies 
and headed up the SAAF’s 
airpower development centre 
at the SAAF College before 
becoming the Director Basic 
Flying Training; the last post 

that he held before he retired from active duty in 
2011.

Following retirement, as a display pilot, he 
continued to fly historic military aircraft as an SAAF 
Reserve volunteer at the SAAF Museum, Air Force 
Base Swartkop.  

Here, amongst others, he flew the 
1950s-era De Havilland Vampire 

Colonel (Ret) Ramalingam Ramanathan Iyer

In 2018, Maj Gen Barker was the second only South 
African to be named an Honorary Fellow of the 
prestigious Royal Aeronautical Society – a multi-
disciplinary international professional institution 
dedicated to the global aerospace community.

He published a number of books, including ‘Zero 
Error Margin – Display Flying Analysed’ published 
in 2003, and more recently, in 2020, ‘Anatomy 
of Air Show Accidents’ which was published 
in association with the International Air Show  
Safety Team.

Maj Gen Barker is survived by his wife, Benni 
(a practicing remedial therapist) and their two  
sons, Kevin (who lives in San Francisco, California) 
and Dean (who lives in the Caribbean). Maj 
Gen Barker had met Benni, a maiden from the 
winelands of the Cape, while he was stationed  
at AFB Langebaanweg, and she had arrived  
there at the time as a young teacher at the  
airbase’s primary school shortly after her  
graduation from college. The couple were married 
in 1975.  



Colonel (Ret) Ramalingam  
Ramanathan Iyer.
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jet and appeared at numerous air shows. Col 
Iyer was so closely associated with the De 
Havilland Vampire, that maintenance crews at 
the SAAF Museum affectionately dubbed the 
aircraft, the “Vamp-Iyer”.

From 2018, Col Iyer also served with the 
South African Civil Aviation Authority (SACAA) 
where he received an award in recognition of 
excellence by 2019.

Col Rama Iyer is survived by his wife, Anita 
Iyer, daughter, Meenakhsi, and son, Ankit; the 
spouses of each and the two grandchildren.

Col Iyer first met Anita shortly after she had 
graduated from teachers’ college while he was 
a cadet on basic flying training course at the 
Kalaikunda Air Force Station in West Bengal.  
The two had met through Anita’s late father 
who was himself, an IAF technical officer at 
that airbase at the time. Rama and Anita were 
married in 1980.

“We meet to part and we part to meet” they say. 
Whilst the SAAF may strive to understand the 
message encapsulated in this statement, we 
didn’t wish to part with Gen Barker and Col Iyer 
so soon when the SAAF was still comfortably 
harvesting from their wisdom. We didn’t expect 
to part with them in this way.

Their unsurpassed sense of professionalism, 
competence, and camaraderie earned both 
Maj Gen Barker and Col Iyer the highest regard 
amongst associates, colleagues, and friends 
alike.  We too, will mourn their absence.  

“At the going down of the Sun, 

and in the morning,

we will remember them.”

LEST WE FORGET
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Memorial Service Conducted for Two South African 
Air Force Reserve Members who Lost their Lives 
during the Fatal Air Force Museum Aircraft Crash

The South African National Defence Force 
(SANDF) was saddened to announce 
the names of the two South African Air 

Force (SAAF) Reserve pilots, Major General 
(Ret) Desmond Edward Barker and Col (Ret)  
Ramalingam Ramanathan Iyer, who were involved 
in a fatal TSC-2 Explorer 2000 (ZU-UGF) aircraft  
on Wednesday, 17 March 2021 during a scheduled 
SAAF Museum General Flying day in Valhalla, 
Pretoria.

The two fallen pilots were honoured with a memorial 
service held at the SAAF Memorial at Bays Hill 
in Pretoria on Tuesday, 30 March 2021. Herewith 
the tribute by the Acting Chief of the SAAF, Major 
General Mzayifani Innocent Buthelezi at the event:

"To the families of Major General Barker and Colonel 
Iyer, Chief of Staff South African National Defence 
Force Lieutenant General Yam, members of the 
PDSC present, members of the Air Force Board, 
Generals, Captains of industry, South African 
Air Force Association (SAAFA), Senior Officers, 
Officers, Senior Warrant Officer of the Air Force, 
Warrant Officers (WOs), Non-Commissioned 
Officers (NCOs) and Defence Civilian members. We 
are all in mourning. Today ladies and gentlemen, 
we celebrate the contributions, dedication and 
selflessness of the two fallen aviation giants.

Today we honour the lives well lived. Major General 
Barker and Colonel Iyer were the epitome of service 
before self even long after retirement from active 
duty, they continued to lead, to share their skills 
and impart knowledge. They continued to serve the 
people of South Africa via the SA Air Force Museum 
historic flights. General Barker and Colonel Iyer 
played an important role in all our careers lives. I 
can confidently say everyone here probably has a 
good story to tell about each of them.

The SA Air Force has been very fortunate to have a 
kind of leadership that General Barker and Colonel 
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The Missing Man formation over the memorial service in 

tribute to Major General Barker and Colonel Iyer.

Portraits of the retired officers, Major General  

Des Barker and Colonel Rama Iyer.

Acting Chief of the South African Air Force, Major General 

Mzayifani Innocent Buthelezi, paying tribute to the fallen.



Iyer had at its disposal. Ret Major General Desmond 
Barker and Colonel Ramalingam Ramanathan Iyer 
who sadly departed on the 15th of March 2021, 
were amongst those who the SA Air Force could 
pride itself with. 

They were amongst the giants of this organisation, 
the ones who unconditionally displayed loyalty and 
commitment to the SA National Defence Force. 
Allow me to take a moment and reflect on their 
demise. Indeed “We meet to part and we part to 
meet” as they say. Whilst the SA Air Force may 
strive to understand the message encapsulated 
in this statement, we did not wish to part with 
General Barker and Colonel Iyer so soon when 
the SA Air Force was still comfortably harvesting 
from their wisdom. We did not expect to part with 
them this way. Both retired members of the SA 
Air Force departed under the most excruciating 
circumstances, circumstances that we desperately 
wish to obliterate from our memories. 

As mortal beings and acknowledging that General 
Barker and Colonel Iyer were not immortal, we 
didn’t think that when they depart from this world 
as a culmination of their human life journey, we will 
be left with so many questions surrounding their 
demise.

When the aircraft approached the SA Air Force 
Museum both officers did not know that the landing 
wouldn’t be safe as anticipated. Unwittingly, the 
projected landing was about to mark the end of 
their lives. No one knew that it wouldn’t be a safe 
landing, had we known we would have obviously 
stopped them from going on board but this kind 
of information is sacred, it remains God’s secret 
and only revealed when it is too late for any human 
being to do anything about it.

As human beings, we were certain that we would 
meet them following their flight but to our dismay, 
they had met their sudden death. Colleagues, this 
incident is a reminder that life is precious, life is 
unpredictable, life is unfair and life can be agonizing. 
Their loss represents a major setback in our efforts 
to transform the SA Air Force Museum and open 
up opportunities for the younger pilots who were 
previously disadvantaged. To lose such experience 
is our loss to the nation. As the saying goes: 
“knowledge not shared is wasted knowledge.” As 
leaders, they had gravitated towards imparting 
knowledge in many ways than one. Yes, they are no 
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Chaplain General of the South African National Defence 

Force, Brigadier General (Reverend) Monwabisi Andrew 

Jamangile, guides those attending in the Act of Homage.

Chief of Staff of the South African National Defence Force, 

Lieutenant General Lindile Yam (far right) salutes together 

with Major General Buthelezi and senior officers of the  

South African Air Force.

Attendees salute and stand at solemn attention for the 

playing of the Last Post.
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more but their legacy will see future decades and 
yes, they are late but their teachings will continue to 
assist the SA Air Force to find workable solutions in 
future challenges. 

Excellence, visionary, and vibrancy may be 
regarded as some of their key elements of true 
leadership. These attributes had not been scarce in 
our beloved departed patriots. It is probably more 
accurate to say these traits were identical to their 
defining features.

While we mourn their passing, we must equally 
celebrate their lives. As we celebrate their great 
achievements as trailblazers, we must find 
inspiration in the knowledge that, they were head 
and shoulders above their peers. Their unsurpassed 
sense of professionalism, competence, and 
camaraderie earned both Major General Barker 
and Colonel Iyer the highest regard amongst 
associates, colleagues and friends. We too, will 
mourn their absence.

On behalf of the Air Force Board and the SA Air 
Force at large, I convey our heartfelt condolences 
to the families of the deceased and loved ones. 
We are with you during these trying times. General 
Barker and Colonel Iyer have run their race, and we 
must find comfort in the legacy they have left for the 
future generations.

To the families, allow me to reflect on 1 Corinthians 
15: 42-44 “So it will be with the resurrection of the 
dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised 
imperishable, it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in 
glory, it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power, it 
is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.” 
General Barker and Colonel Iyer are sown in 
honour so they shall be raised in honour and 
they shall be sown in power so they shall be 
raised in power. 

Although General Barker and Colonel Iyer’s 
bodies are no more, we will continue to keep 
their precious memories alive.  
As we pray for healing of our 
hearts, we shall also pray for 
healing of your souls. May God 
be with you in this difficult time. 

I would like to take this moment 
to thank the families of General 
Barker and Colonel Iyer for offering 

us these precious human beings. You must 
know that serving in the military is an exceptional 
sacrifice, one that affects soldiers as well as you 
as our families and loved ones. It truly does take a 
village to ensure things run smoothly while service 
members are not at home or deployed.

We therefore honour you as wives, husbands, 
mothers, fathers, children and loved ones for the 
support you provide through the most difficult 
of times. Throughout the difficult times and 
deployments, you've stood by and supported us 
in uniform. Your unwavering love and devotion is 
appreciated.

To the Barker and Iyer families, we the SA National 
Defence Force and the SA Air Force in particular 
share your pain and feel your loss, knowing that 
your loss is our loss. Thank you for having been 
their pillar of strength and for allowing them to 
serve their country. You have lost a husband, a 
father and a relative. We have lost leaders, friends 
and advisors. Their guidance and firm leadership 
will remain with us.

God bless you all, I thank you."  

The memorial service may be viewed at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=uXM_z9XAeNg 

South African Air Force Band trumpeter, Warrant Officer 

Class 2 L.M. Bakkes plays the Last Post.
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Training Ship Birkenhead Gives Overstrand  
Youth Hope

T
he Executive Officer of the South African Sea 
Cadets, Commander Paul Jacobs, officiated 
at the naming and commissioning ceremony 

of Training Ship (TS) Birkenhead and shared that 
the new unit would give the local Overstrand  
youth hope.

The event took place at the Fisherhaven Yacht 
Club on Saturday, 8 May 2021.  A date which will in 
future be celebrated in the Overstrand and will be 
remembered for generations to come.

The ship HMS Birkenhead was wrecked at Danger 
Point on 26 February 1852. The soldiers and sailors 
stood fast and the call “women and children first” 
was born as the lifeboats were needed to transfer 
them safely to the shore.  By this chivalrous act, 

these soldiers and sailors gave the women and 
children of HMS Birkenhead hope.

In the same way the South African Sea Cadets in 
conjunction with the community will be presenting 
the youth of Overstrand with hope in a sea of 
uncertainty.

By using the Sea Cadet Compass of Life, the youth 
will find direction on their path to becoming valuable 
members and assets of our country.

The Commanding Officer of TS Birkenhead,  
Sea Cadet Corps Lieutenant (Lt) Noel Dreyer and 
his team of adult instructors, will through their 
perseverance and commitment create a safe space 
for the youth of Overstrand.
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Commander (SCC) Paul Jacobs, Executive Officer of Sea Cadets, accompanied by Lieutenant (SCC) Noel 

Dreyer, Commanding Officer of TS Birkenhead, speaking to a Sea Cadet during the inspection.



Lieutenant (SCC) Noel Dreyer, Commanding officer of TS Birkenhead, with newly commissioned ship's  

company after the naming and commissioning parade.

Commander (SCC) Paul Jacobs, Executive Officer 

Sea Cadets, takes the salute from Ensign (SCC) 

Bradwyn Davids, while Lieutenant (SCC) Noel 

Dreyer, Commanding Officer TS Birkenhead, awaits 

to accompany him on the unit’s first inspection.

Under the South African Sea Cadet banner, they will impart 
the knowledge of drill, discipline, integrity, nautical and life 
skills to these cadets.

The event was supported and attended by Vice Admiral 
Johan Retief, retired Chief of the South African Navy, and 
retired Rear Admiral (Junior Grade) Koos Louw, Chairman 
of the Board of the Sea Cadet Company, several Sea Cadet 
officers, members of the South African Police Service 
(SAPS), Section Head Corporate Communication, Colonel 
Wynoma Kleinbooi, the Executive Mayor of the Overstrand 
Municipality, Mr Dudley Coetzee, Manager of the Green 
House Environment awareness Centre Mrs Sheraine van 
Wyk and especially the parents of the Sea Cadets.

Thank you to the Commodore of Fisherhaven Yacht Club, 
Mr Johan Fish and his wife Mrs Deborah Fish, for the use 
of the premises, to the Officers and Senior Sea Cadets 
from TS Woltemade for assisting with the parade and to 
the many donations which made it possible.

Lt (SCC) Noel Dreyer, the Commanding Officer of TS 
Birkenhead, grew up in Hawston and is a retired member 
of the SA Navy, passionate about youth development 
and maritime training. Should you wish to assist the 
unit or enquire about enlistment please contact him at 
tsbirkenhead@gmail.com.

To TS Birkenhead Sea Cadets and the youth of Overstrand: 
We wish fair winds and following seas.  
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Sea Cadet Volunteers Assist UCT Jagger Library  
in Recovery after Devastating Fire

and Gain Practical Experience

As a result of devastating fires on the slopes of 
Devil’s Peak on Sunday, 18 April 2021 where 
several University of Cape Town (UCT), 

academic buildings, residences, administrative 
and the Jagger Library were damaged, the Chief 
Librarian Ms Ujala Satgoor, put out a call for 
volunteers to assist in retrieving items.

Ten Sea Cadets under the command of Ensign 
Ruben Pillay, volunteered from TS Woltemade 
to assist UCT Jagger Library with the removal of 
books, journals and manuscripts.

Upon arrival, the Sea Cadets were COVID-19 
screened, received face masks, gloves and hard 
hats, before proceeding to a Health & Safety briefing.

The Sea Cadets received practical experience to 
complement their maritime training in respect of the 
devastating effect of fire, managing the aftermath, 
Health & Safety, teamwork & working on confined 
spaces, as encountered onboard ship.

Instead of passing the victuals or ammunition hand 
to hand, these crates contained the knowledge of 
the nation.  It is ironic that amongst other things, the 
crates contained children's books.

Many of the Sea Cadets expressed an interest 
to study at UCT, including Marine Biology and 
Engineering.

During their visit  to UCT, the Sea Cadets also met 
several senior students and staff, amongst them 
Mihlali Pikashe, a Residents Association Treasurer 
from Groote Schuur Residence, who encouraged 
them to follow their dreams… as these can become 
a reality.

Thank you to these TS Woltemade Sea Cadets 
from various schools and suburbs for 

volunteering their time and energy when 
most needed:

 Seaman (Sea) N. Brown - Mondale High School
 Sea B. Bull - Steenberg High School
 Sea L. Golden Lomb - Steenberg High School
 Sea L. Hartogh - Manenberg High School
 Sea J. Heyburgh - Grassdale High
 Sea J. Holies - Ocean View High School
 Sea A. Jam - Oval North High School
 Sea R. Johnson - Muizenberg High School
 Sea J. Richards - Crestway High School
 Sea R. Rossouw - Sibelius High School

Perhaps their peers, schools and communities will 
recognise their leadership in stepping up when 
needed to perform voluntary civic duties.  Could 
this be what the leaders of the future will embody?

Bravo Zulu Sea Cadets.

For more information on the South African Sea 
Cadets see www.seacadets.za.org  
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Sea Cadet, Seaman A. Jam passes a crate of African 

children’s books along the line working in a confined  

space just like aboard ship.



Sea Cadets from TS Woltemade muster 

outside Sarah Baartman Hall at UCT to 

assist in recovering books from Jagger 

Library after a devastating fire.

Sea Cadets from TS Woltemade pass  

the “nation’s knowledge” from hand  

to hand – just like victualing or 

ammunitioning a ship.

Sea Cadets from TS Woltemade attend a Health & Safety briefing after being 

issued with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) – hard hats, gloves  

and face masks.
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TS Springs Sea Cadets Participate in Swedish  
Army Challenge

T
he Sea Cadets of Training Ship (TS) Springs 
participated in the Swedish Army Challenge 
2021 on Saturday, 15 May.

This year the Swedish Army’s Life Guards Regiment 
celebrates 500 years. In 1521, the Life Guards were 
organised to protect Sweden´s future king, Gustav 
Vasa.  The Life Guards have since protected the 
king and the Swedish capital Stockholm, and it is 
one of the oldest military units in the world.  The 
rise of Vasa as king of Sweden and his Life Guards 
is also associated with endurance, as the key to 
mobilise in 1521 was a 90 km ski tour that later 
became known as Vasaloppet. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, it is more important 
than ever to maintain physical fitness. The Swedish 
Defence Attaché Office invited militaries and 

civilians in South Africa to a challenge during the 
week 10–16 May 2021.  The Swedish Embassy in 
Pretoria published the statement: “Cooperation 
and collaboration are key values of the Swedish 
Armed Forces. My team at the Embassy and I 
look forward to taking up the challenge in order to 
connect with counterparts in both South Africa and 
Sweden in this celebration of resilience, strength 
and togetherness,” said Ambassador Håkan Juholt.

The challenge was to walk, march (Marching 
includes rucksack and minimum 10 kg gear 
excluding water), run or ski 5 km, 10 km, 15 km, 21 
km (Half Marathon), 30 km (Swedish Soldier´s Test, 
including 12 kg rucksack), 2x20 km (IML Walking 
standard), 42 km (Marathon), 90 km (Vasaloppet 
distance), 100 km in 24 hrs.  (Belgian Death 
March), 160 km in 4 days (Nijmegen March military 
distance, including 10 kg rucksack excluding 
water), 200 km in 4 days (Nijmegen March civilian 
distance excluding rucksack).

The Sea Cadets of TS Springs considered 
themselves up to this challenge, and walked 7 km 
in 65 minutes, which is considered a fast marching 
speed on a circular route through KwaThema, 
proudly bearing the SA Sea Cadet Ensign (flag) 
and the South African National Flag. 

For some of these youngsters, this was probably 
the furthest distance they have ever walked in 
such a short time, and proved themselves equal 
to the Swedish Life Guard’s motto “Ossunt Nec 
Posse Videntur”  –  They do what appears to be 
impossible.

On 14 August 2021, Swedish Navy (Swedish: 
Svenska marinen) Commander (Cdr) Shahin 
Olesén Eghraghi, the Pretoria-based Swedish 
Defence Attaché was piped aboard TS Springs to 
hand out badges and certificates to those cadets 
that participated in the Swedish Army Challenge, 
as well as to learn more about the SA Sea Cadets.

TS Springs Sea Cadets preparing to take part  

in the Swedish Army Challenge 2021  

hike through KwaThema.
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Cdr Eghraghi took the opportunity to address the 
cadets on how Sea Cadets can be used as an ideal 
entryway to the military and better employment in 
the future. 

The South African Sea Cadets is a non-profit 
organisation dedicated to training and preparing 
school-going boys and girls for a career in the 
maritime industry.  The youth of South Africa are 
in desperate need of support, direction and a safe 
place to grow and develop.  They face many issues 
including lack of role models, and contending with 
high rates of crime, drug abuse and unemployment.  
By joining the Sea Cadets, many of these needs and 
issues can be positively addressed. TS Springs has 
been in existence since 1916, and is run by adult 
volunteers.

All young adults between the ages of 13 and 17 
are invited to join the Sea Cadets and experience 
“Serious Fun”, impacting on their lives in a positive 
way by developing confidence, leadership, team 
player skills, positive habits, adaptable thinking and 
motivation.

Further enquiries can be directed to TS Springs' 
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Commander  
(Sea Cadet Corps) Chris Hand at: 
076 054 0825 or oc@tssprings.co.za. 

Sweden’s Defence Attaché to South Africa, Commander 

(Cdr) Shahin Olesén Eghraghi saluting the Sea Cadets 

guard of honour upon his arrival at TS Springs.

Commander Shahin Olesen Eghraghi handing out badges to members of TS Springs who  

participated in the Swedish Army Challenge.    
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TS Woltemade Legend Hands Over Command

Commander (Sea Cadet Corps–SCC) Paul 
Jacobs, a legend amongst the Training Ship 
(TS) Woltemade Sea Cadets whom he has 

been Commanding Officer to for the past 14 years, 
handed over command for the unit to Lieutenant 
(SCC) Gaylene Pillay at a small COVID-19 compliant 
parade on Saturday, 29 May 2021.

Cdr Jacobs has volunteered his spare time to 
develop TS Woltemade, including the youth, adult 
instructors and facilities, as well as ensuring that 
the unit was represented in activities in Cape Town.  
This included attendance at memorial parades, SA 
Navy Festival, cleaning up the vlei, beaches and 
Red Cross War Memorial Children’s Hospital.

His passion has been the development of the 
Sea Cadets into responsible young people who  
are accountable, disciplined and knowledgeable 
about maritime matters. This includes seamanship, 
sailing, firefighting, first aid, basic engineering and 
catering training as well as providing practical 
opportunities. In addition, he has provided an 

excellent role model to the Sea Cadets and has 
lived by the example of the Sea Cadet Compass 
of life values.

His message to the Sea Cadets on parade was 
addressed to the Ship’s company on parade:

“Thank you for taking this time to attend this parade, 
the last in my capacity as Commanding Officer of 
TS Woltemade.

In my 14-year journey as a servant to this unit and 
part of this family, I discovered TS Woltemade to be 
a” brand” of the highest caliber, and it was indeed 
an honor for me to serve under this banner.

I am so glad that I was accepted as an individual to 
become united with this family.  I was able to grow 
and have gained even more than I have contributed.

To my team of officers or shall I say fellow servants,  
I appreciate the dedication, long hours, and 
passion that you have given to enrich the lives of 
these cadets, your family.
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Cdr (SCC) Paul Jacobs, outgoing Commanding Officer TS Woltemade, hands over the traditional telescope of command  

to Lt (SCC) Gaylene Pillay, the incoming Commanding Officer whilst Area Officer, Lt Cdr (SAN) Glenn von Zeil looks on.



I will always cherish every project we have 
undertaken during my time. It has truly been an 
honor to serve as your commanding officer.

Our late nights and early mornings training 
for navy festivals and military tattoos and 
prize-giving was as much a painful yet joyous 
experience to see the cadets achieve the goals 
they have set.

To my successor, Lt Gaylene Pillay, it has been 
a joy to watch your professional development 
over the last 9 years.  You have transformed into 
such an intuitive and insightful leader, and I 
have no doubt that you will accomplish even 
greater things at TS Woltemade.

You have a knack for inspiring the cadets.  I am 
looking forward to and cannot wait to see the 
incredible work that comes out of this unit 
under your leadership.

I am going to miss being surrounded by such 
a brilliant, diverse, and dedicated group of 
officers and cadets as at this unit.

To the cadets I wish each one of you the best of 
luck and I trust that you will always uphold the 
standards that was instilled at TS Woltemade.

To the ship’s company, thank you. By your 
standards you reflected who I am. Thank you 
for creating memories with me that I will cherish 
for the rest of my life.”

RESERVE FORCE, THE SANDF’S EXPANSION CAPABILITY 67

TS Woltemade Senior Sea Cadets pull outgoing Commanding Officer Cdr (SCC) Paul Jacobs 

ashore after he handed over command to Lt (SCC) Gaylene Pillay.

Cdr (SCC) Paul Jacobs, outgoing Commanding Officer  

TS Woltemade, with Lt (SCC) Gaylene Pillay,  

incoming Commanding Officer.

Cdr (SCC) Paul Jacobs, TS 

Woltemade, takes the salute for the 

last time as Commanding Officer.



SCC TS Woltemade Leading Seaman (LS) Gracia 
Pillay, a Lawhill Maritime School learner, wrote this 
tribute to Cdr Jacobs: 

“Your voyage and charter is now complete. Your 
ship has bunkered to the quay and the command 
has been handed over.  

A sailor is born and the sea has a way of making a 
great sailor, you have the ocean water in your veins 
and God’s compass in your heart.  The sea never 
stays still but throughout the swells and waves 
your eye never left the Gyro, your Radar was the 
King James Version.  You never made use of the 
autopilot because you believe "living on autopilot 
means you aren't actively engaged in the moment 
so you're missing out on life". 

You've taught us to pray, you've taught us to play, 
you've taught us to preserve and keep moving 
forward!  

Your time on the bridge was exciting, astounding 
and impeccable to but just name a few.  

We thank you, we stand on the gangway and salute 
the great legacy marked behind by your moulding 
hand. You've done us proud!”

Lt (SCC) Gaylene Pillay can be assured that she 
has taken over command of a functional and  
well-oiled unit with competent adult officers as well 
as senior Sea Cadets.

As is the tradition in the SA Navy and demonstration 
of their appreciation, the senior Sea Cadets pulled 
Cdr Jacobs ashore onboard a 3-pounder gun 
carriage.

The small parade was supported by represen-
tatives of the General Botha Old Boy’s Association, 
several Sea Cadet Officers from TS Birkenhead, 
Knysna, TS Saldanha as well as family members 
who have supported his voluntary commitment  
to the Cape Town youth.

Cdr Paul Jacobs has taken up a position as the 
Executive Officer of the Sea Cadets and is the 
Senior Officer Sea Cadets designate. The latter he 
will take up shortly.

Bravo Zulu to Cdr Jacobs for his many years of 
commitment, to giving the youth of Cape Town 
hope through the provision of disciplined maritime 
training. We look forward to seeing you in action, 
leading the South African Sea Cadets.  
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Cdr (SCC) Paul Jacobs, outgoing Commanding Officer TS Woltemade, with Lt (SCC) Gaylene 

Pillay, incoming Commanding Officer.

Should you wish to support the Sea Cadets, please contact Cdr (SCC) Jacobs at 083 674 1024  
or cxo.seacadetssa@gmail.com
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3 Medical Battalion Group’s Role during  
Operation NOTLELA

O
n 6 March 2020, the Commander-in-Chief 
of the South African National Defence 
Force (SANDF) and the President of the 

Republic of South Africa, the Honourable Cyril 
Ramphosa declared a National Lockdown. During 
this time, the Chief of Staff (COS) of 3 Medical 
Battalion Group (3 Med Bn Gp), Lieutenant Colonel 
G.J. Speelman, mobilised all available Reserve 
Force members which included the 3 Med Bn Gp 
Satellite in Gqeberha.

Members were activated and remained on standby 
for about two weeks, during which members were 
equipped and combat ready. When the instruction 
for deployment was given members cleared in at 
different Joint Tactical Headquarters (J TAC HQs) 
in the Western Cape, Eastern Cape, Northern Cape 
and North West province.  

The unit’s Human Resource and Logistic De- 
partments were responsible for the administrative 
and logistical support of the members whilst 
deployed and members were transported to and 
from the different provinces by the unit itself. 

Members deployed for Operation NOTLELA, were 
integrated with Infantry Battalions and were utilised 
as Operational Emergency Care Practitioners 
(OECPs), Scanners, Screeners and Ambulance 
drivers. The emphasis was mainly on educating 
the general public at roadblocks and other frontline 
areas of responsibility, taking care of our own non-
medically trained colleagues within the deployment 
areas, and educating them on how to safeguard 
themselves and others against the threats posed 
by COVID-19.  

South African Military Health Service member scanning  

the temperature of an incoming soldier. 
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3 Medical Battalion Group’s Training Objectives 
Accomplished

During 2019 until 2020, Military Skills Development System 
(MSDS) members who joined the Reserves, lined up 
for call-ups and training. Still young and energetic, 

they were eager to commence with training programmes. 
Weekend training camps and other scheduled courses, were 
executed under the watchful eye of the 3 Medical Battalion 
Group (3 Med Bn Gp) Chief of Staff (COS), Lieutenant Colonel  
G.J. Speelman. 

Courses presented to the South African Military Health Service 
(SAMHS) members by the Maritime Emergency Care Training 
Satellite, Simon’s Town included Water Orientation, Maritime 
First Aid and Combat Life Support training. In addition, a full 
Driving and Maintenance Course was presented by the School 
of Logistics in the Touwsriver Training Area. 

In the midst of all these training initiatives, 3 Med Bn Gp  
relocated from a rental building in Voortrekker Road, 
Goodwood, to Military Base Wingfield during 2019. An office 
building was constructed for this purpose, in close proximity to 
the South African Navy (SAN) Stores, also situated in Military 
Base Wingfield. 

The movement and construction work did not distract anyone 
from rendering support to wherever required, or in achieving 
the training objectives and HQ duties as planned. Members 
were also called up for support to other units for CALMIS log 
and driver duties’ support, guard duties at SAMHS units and 
deployment support for Operation (Op) CORONA. 

All objectives wrt planning for training and development were 
reached. Exercise HLAZIYA is a 3 Med Bn Gp continuation 
training exercise that took place in Touwsriver Training Area, 
and was successfully planned and executed in the latter part of 
the year in combination and presented by our training experts 
from 8 Med Bn Gp. During this exercise, the focus was on the 
“Basics of Battle Handling” and the exposure and development 
of the youth, including females as future leaders. 

Even during support to Ops NOTLELA and CORONA, training 
continued at the 3 Med Bn Gp HQ premises. Members from 7 
Med Bn Gp. presented the Chemical Biological and Radiation 
Defence (CBRD) course to 20 Reserve members on call-
up. Thus it can truly be stated that training objectives set  
by 3 Med Bn Gp were reached. 

Members of 3 Medical Battalion Group 

gathered during continuation training. 

The 3 Medical Battalion Group HQ.

Foundation work being executed at the  

3 Medical Battalion Group HQ.
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In Memoriam

Acting Chief Defence Reserves, Brigadier General  
Z. Niyabo-Mana and staff wish to express their most sincere  

condolences to the families and friends of the following Reserve  
Force heroes and heroines, who have passed away: 

CORPORATE – DEFENCE RESERVES DIVISION

Senior Chief Warrant Officer J.A.D. Viljoen, Warrant Officer  
Defence Reserves, Defence Reserves Division –  

12 July 2021

RESERVE FORCE COUNCIL

Councillor –  Colonel (Ret) M.C.G. Müller –  
3 May 2021

SA ARMY RESERVE

Gunner – Warrant Officer Class 1 (Ret) G. Hill of 18 Light Regiment (renamed 
Steve Biko Artillery Regiment) – 5 March 2021

Mrs M. Cameron, Senior Administration Clerk,  
King Cetshwayo Artillery Regiment – 12 May 2021

Private A.J. Louw of Kimberley Regiment – 27 June 2021

Corporal R.R. Bezuidenhoudt of Kimberley Regiment – 27 June 2021

Captain P.C. Bambelele of General Botha Regiment – 1 July 2021

Lieutenant Colonel J.W. Koen, Staff Officer Grade 1 Reserves,  
SA Army Armour Formation – 10 July 2021

SA AIR FORCE RESERVE

Major General (Ret) D.E. Barker of SAAF Museum – 17 March 2021

Colonel (Ret) R.R. Iyer of SAAF Museum – 17 March 2021

Acting Chief Defence Reserves: Brigadier General Z. Niyabo-Mana and Staff
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