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PREFACE

During 2014 Maj Gen Roy Andems the then General of the Gunners, approached the South African
Artillery and Air Defence Artillery Formations to enquire as to what he could do to further contribute
towards the Fomations? Colonel H.J. Baird expressed the need for capturing the Air Defence Artillery
Corps history. Although individual Air Defence Artillery units have kept their own history and some
have published their history, the Corps history had, to date, nenkfermally documented.

A constitution was adopted on 24 October 2014 to establish the Air Defence Artillery History Steering
Group under the chairmanship of the General Officer Commanding Air Defence Artillery Formation
and Maj Gen Roy Anders providedguidance and assisted in soliciting the services ofRed) Lionel
Arthur Crook as the proposed author. Formal contracting of Lionel as author of the proposed book
though a Memorandum of Understanding was signed on 05 September 2014 and four yeaatdater
intensive research and concerted efforts, the vision has been achieved.

This work strives to capture more than 100 years of South AfricanAdnctiaft and Air Defence
Artillery Corps history since its ancestral inception in 1914 and the estaiaighof the first Ant
Aircraft unit in 1939. Although this work represents a comprehensive effort, the history of the South
African Air Defence Atrtillery Corps is still being carved today.

It is not feasible to capture all detail and the book thus drighlights important aspects, it strives to
place events in historical context with situations of higher order structures or external environments
that prevailed at the time. This glimpse into the proud history of the South African Air Defence
Artillery Caps serves aabasis for lessons learned, further expansion and future additions in order to
leave a legacy for the future generations of Air Defence Artillery Gunners. Air Defence Artillery
Gunners can reminisaaver their past contributions and the puiol can gain insight into a hard fought

09/09/2014 18=16

Figure 1: Brig Gen J.S. Mbuli (GOC) signing a Memorandum of Understanding with(Red)l Lionel Athur Crook as author.
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When asked to produce this hasly | accepted readily, but was later dismayed to discover the lack of
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those that fought in theWestern Desert of Norh Africa. The air threat in that camigm was at its
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Maj Gen Roy Andeeg, then the General of the Gunners
Mr Frikkie Naude of Intertechnic Contracting

Mr Carl Kies of Reutech Radar Systems

Mr Ricky Adair of THALES UK



7

The Ai DefenceArtillery Corps has had an unusualcaeventful history legning as it did in 1939 as

unit of the Coast Artillery Brigade but nevertheless in tloepS of South African ArtillenAnti-Aircraft

units fell under command of the South African Aorce from January 1944, transferring in Felrua

1949 back to the South African Artillery before a transfer to the South African Corps of Marines in July
1951 On 1 October 1955 the fewnti-Aircraft units then in existencevere transferredback to the

South African ArtilleryTheyremainedin that Capsfor thirty three years beforgainingindependence

as an entirely nevCorpsfrom 1 November 198. It seemed to signal a rebirth fénti-Aircraftgunners

and they have not looked back since then.

The author sadly passed away prior to publisbi
He will be sorely missed amidst the Guns, but will be fondly remembered for many
generations through his dedicated work on this book.
[ 2f owSlGUv [A2YySf ! GKdzNJ / N2 X

12 November930- 04 November 2018
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Director Seaward Defence Force (precursor of the SA Navy)

Director Technical Services
End Conscription Campaign
Education, Training and Development

Forcas Armadas Popularele Libertacao de AngotaThe Armed Forces for
the Liberation of Angola, i.e. the armed wing of the MPLA

Fire Control Unit

Frente Nacionabe Libertacdade Angola; Nation Front for the Liberation of
Angpla. Also ethnic based, founded 1962 among Bakongo people

Ground Based Air Defence System

G-Gun, B35mm calibre, fField mounting

Gross Domestic Product

General Oficer Commanding

General Service

Hazardous material

High Density Current (pertaining to searchlights)
High explosive

Il A4 aleaSadeqa
Identification,Fiend orFoe
Low Cost Aeridlarget Systen
Light Machinegun

Light Mobile Launcher

Links Pulse Doppler

Local Warning System
Mechanised Air Defence System
Middle East Force

Machinegun

Major General Royal Artillery
Mobile AirOperatonsTeam
Member of Parliament

¢ NI y & LJ2 NJi

Movimento Popular de Libertacéo de Angola S 2 L) S Qa

Liberation of Angola. Founded 1956.

Military Skills Development System

Master Warrant Officer

Navy Army Air Force Ingite ¢ a canteen organisation
NonEuropean Army Services

Natal Field Artillery

OLISNI I AYAy3

Natal Mouted Rifles/SA Air Force Reconnaissance Regiment
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w2y RS062a0K .284aQ
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Angola The Ovimbundu people formed its base
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22Y}FyQ&a lirdadef Al NB !

The cable address of the UDF supply organisation in the United States
War Establishment Table
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GLOSSARY

Translations

Afrika Korps Referredalsoas the DAK (Deutsche Africa Cotthg) German Africa Corps
formed officially on 19 February 1941 cldnsisted of Panzerarmee Afrika
(15th and5th Light Divisions the latter laterrenamed21st Panzer Division
and 9@h Light Division

Panzerarmee Afrika German/Italian Armoured Army in North Africa. Formed on 221dan1942
and incorporated the DAK: 15th and 21st Panzer and 90th Light Divisions;
Italian 10th Corps: Bologna and Brescia Divisions; 20th Corps: Arieta
(armoured) and Trieste (motorised) Divisions and 21st Corps: Pavia, Trento
and Sabratha Divisions.

Gekchtstaffd Battle Staff

Kiehl Battle Group  Panzerarmee Afrika formed battle groups for special puposes arydibee
named after the officer in command of the group.

Trommelfeuer A corstant barrage oArtilleryfire - literally: drumire.

Enemy Aircri Junkers JU8T Stuzkamplflugzerg, commonly known as a Stuka. A low wing
dive bomber and ground attack aircraft which made its debut in 1937 with the
[ dzF T gComdbrE&yidn in the Spanish civil war. It lasted until 1945. The B1
variant had a propedir-driven siren mounted on the leading edge of the wings
which became known to the troops as the Jerico Trumpet. Although it reduced
the speed of the aircraft it was considered important as a psychological
weapon to weaken enemy morale. When realisedt bt weaken the
resolve otheYSy Ay 9AIKGIK ! N¥y& GKS WiNHzYLISGa

ME 109 A single seater fighteoften described as the ME 10@&s donein

this book )it is more correctly the Bf 109. It was producedBayerische
FlugzeugwerkeMore than 34 850were eventuallymanufactured, the first in

1935 and the last, in a Spanish factory, in 13b6tal altogether of 3452

aircraft. By a quirk of fate both the first and last had Rolls Royce engines. The

109 E was fittedvith drop bombs The Bf D9F outclassed the British Spitfire

+® ¢KS WDQ GSNEAZ2Y révgdiengherpezdBicel Y M dn H
Flying this aircraft the highest scoring German ace in North Africa achieved

159 aerial victories.

ME 110 A two/four seated long range escort figh night fighter and attack
bomber.

Macchi C200Called Saetta (Lightning) it could only just exceed 300mph. It
was totally outclassed by all Alied fighters.

Anti-Aircraft Command, Royal Artillery
The organisation was based on that of three Corgsatd-ebruary 1941 there
were fiveDivisiors in It Anti-Aircraft Corps; four in @d Anti-Aircraft Corps
and three in 8d Anti-Aircraft Corps, EacBivisionincluded a number of
Brigades and eactBrigadeincluded a number of heavy and lighiti-Aircraft
and SearchlightRegimens, the entire organisation structured according to the
importance of the defended area. London, for instance in February 1941 was
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defended by %t Anti-Aircraft Division with fouBrigades, with a total of &n
heavy , five light andbur SarchlightRegimens.

Anti-Aircraftguns asAnti-Tankweapons

Batman

Barracks

Barrage Control

Battery Captain

Bofors

Bosvark

Cables

Desert Air Force

As noted in this histongpecifically at Sidi Rezeg, the 40 mm Bofors fought the
GermanArmourand one unit claimed a small number destroyed or damaged.
One author(now deceasd) an Anti-Aircraftgunner himself; statedthat no

matter how well a Bofors was dug in, it still had one insurmountable handicap;
it had to be loaded with clips of ammunition from above. They had to be
inserted by the loading number standing on the gun platforrd aere thus
completely unprotectedgainst machine gun fire from advancing tanks before
coming ino effective range of the Bofors armoypiercing solid shot. No

doult the dust and soke at Sidi Rezeg was a factor in favour ofAhé-
Aircraftgunners ard particularly of the loading numbers

An office@servant. In the war of 193345 they were drawn from men of the

NEAS Officers during the war of 19345 ¢ when they had a batmaq

received an extra one shilling a ddgn cents)l? 3 SNIR gl gD SODPE ¢ KS
practice continued after the wag but withoutthe se@ y 1 Qa tdnd 2 6 y OS
in postwar yearscleaning of quarters, washing and ironimg those officers

gK2 fADBSR AY -ihdldiny Eitizand-6roekoificedarifgs a

continuous taining- wasundertaken by locally employdshtmen Asmall

chargeon Mess accountwvas levied for this service.

A building or group of buildingkat housed soldiers.

A curtain offire through which enemy aircraft must passdttack their target.

It wasfired against visual or unseen targets to provide deterrent fire over VPs
when the conditions of attack prevesd the use of any other system of fire
control.

The secondn-command of dield or anAnti-Aircrat Battery, whosetask
encompasse@dministration and welfare of thBattery, including supply of
ammunition and rations, the latter usuallielegated tathe BSM and the QM
respectively.

The Bofors 40 mrAnti-Aircraftgun was produced bgne of theoldest Arms
manufacturing companies in the wondhichbegan by making cannon under
the nameFinspangMany of the old cannon to be found in Cape Town, dating
almost from the time of van Riebeeck were madeHnyspang

Literally¢ bush pigNamegiven tothe self propelledAnti-Aircraft system
consisting of a 23mm Z&3-2 gun mounted on a 6x6 mine protected
(KWE100) vehicjavith communicationsOperatedby a fiveman detachment

For many yearthe underwater @ablesystemwasthe only meas of sending a
written message quickly to an address oversaadthey werein useuntil the
M g p knyatdilieplaced by the telex system.

Incorrectly described in a number of works as the Desert Air Force it was in
fact originally 2045roup, Royal Air Force, which on 9 October 1941 became
Air Headquarters, Western Desert, hence Desert Air Force. The formation
known officially as Dest Air Force was not established until May 1943
American air craft also operated in the Western Desarhpaign and the
United Staes Middle East Air Force was established on 28 June 1942
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Eghth Army

Fire Unit

Gaggle

Heightfinder

Kameelperd

Kopje

Key Men

Khamseen
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Literally ¢ Squirrel Name given tothe self propelled Anti-Aircraft local
warning radar for the 20mm an@3mm mobile systems. Consisted of an
Tupperware radr, mast mounted on ax4 mine protectedRhino(Samil 20
vehicle with communicationsOperatedby athree-man detachment

The British Army that fought in North Afriead later in Italy It arosefrom the
originalWa A RRt S @ latarflermEdPWaSt&iiDesertForce) based in
Egypt It was retitled Xl Corps in January 194bllowingreinforcement by a
secondCorps (XVI)n September 1941he two Corpsbecame Eighth Army.

A Fire Unit comprises a Fire Control Unit, Semamd one or more Effectors
(guns or missiles).

Normally used to describe a flock of geese or group of noisy people but in the
war years it described a loose group of aircraft, more usually of the enemy. It
is used in this book only to provide somngication of the typical language of

the period.

An instrument used to determinéné height at which an aircraft wdlying. In
1938 it consisted of two instruments, one at each end of a surveyed base,
operated by a detachment of foqra home station operator and a layer, and
a distant station operator and layewith telephone communication between
them and theguns. It was siperceded bythe much more efficienRadar.

Translated it meansg giraffe. The name given to the @iefence specialised
Local Warning radar mounted on an 8x8 Eljaba vehidiech included
necessanCommandand Control.

AsmallHill.

Men whose occupations were declared totally essentidl & dzi K waf NA Ol Q&
effort ¢ to keepengineeringand ship repair services, power stations, the

railways, water services, etc, in operatidrhey were not allowed to volunteer

for permanent military servicbut were later permiited to volunteer for paft

time units

Adry, hot, southerly or soutkeasterlywind peculiar to theMesternDesert of
North Africawhich generally arose about mMarch and blew at intervals
over a period of approximately fifty days

A bargelike vesselbuilt for carrying bulk cargo, usually open and usedstly
for transferringcargo between ship and shooe in rivers but in the context
used in the Mediterranearthey weredeckedoverand able to moven
coastal voyagesndertheir own power.

An measurement aength, originally a Roman unit of 1 000 dteipaces. As

an English measurement it isT60yards,or 1.609 km in lengthOne yard is
equivilant to 0.9144 metreqEach yard is of three feet, each of 12 inches). The
Scotish mile and the Irish mile are different in length

The English measuremesitstemwas replaced in Sol Africa by the metric
system of measuremerguthorised by an Act of Parliament in 1969. The

entire corversionin all spheres of measurememas completed by 1973
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Mines Engineering Brigade
Formed in1940, with volunteers fom the various mines in the countryfhey
GSNE | @lFftdz 6tS RRAGAZY (2 dgbamEdK ! TN
wef 1 June 1948erF.O. 4175, 19.10.1949

Murder {SS dzy RSNJ W {G2y1Qd

National Volunteer Brigade
TheBrigadewas a direct successor the Defence Training Organisation and
the Police Resenvky i1 2 6 KA OK W1 S 2.0 betadhg andSANBit NI O N.
from 1 October 1940 and was initially formed to@perate with the SA
Police. Units in 1941 at the coast were transferred to tieast D&ence Corps
and thosemland were formed into 8rigadeas 15 (NVB) Motorised Brigade
Group (V) which, with the Mines Engineering Brigade, formbdA
ArmouredDA @A &A2Y (2 2LISNI S tagridBrdd al 22 NJ DS
Command.

Numbering System In common with other writers, Eighth Army is describedrasv shown; Corps
are always shown in Roman numerals (XVII) and lower formatiDngsiors
and Brigades - in ordinal numbers: first, second, third, etcabbreviated to
1st, 2nd, 3d, etc. Numbered unit®f the Union Defence Force (particulary
Artillery units) were originally given ordinal numbers but were in early 1942
changed to a cardinal system (1, 2, 3, etc.)

Oath (Referring to both Africa and General Serviée¥olemnswornpromise to be
loyal, raming God a8 y* Svress.

Porté A fourwheel drive vehicle onto which a gun was drawn, tied down and
carried. They were originally designed to carry 13 aypii field guns but
later alsoAnti-Tankguns. The latter when in action often fired from therfg

Quadrant Elevation The anglevhich the axis of the bore makes with the horizontal plarreen
the gun is laidThe process of laying a gun for elevation with reference to the
horizontal plane is termedaying by quadrant elevatidQuadrant elevabn
canbe applied to a gun either by means of a clinometer or by an elevation
indicator on which the range in yards corresponding to various angles of QE
can be read.

Red Eye RussiarRockets; which emitted a noticible red glow wheseen

YwSR ¢ 0Q Astripof Red felt worn in a loop on epaulettes to indicate that the wehiadt
signed the Africa Service oath as a voluntédthough a new oaththe
General Service oaffor service outside Africaas introduced ir1943,the red
tab continued to be worn.

Revetment A built up wall generally of sadzhgs as protection around a gun position

Section Two gunswith their detachmens, vehicles and storedtwask  a dzo I £ G SNy Qa
command.

Sable Literallyc Sable Antelope. Thename given to theStarstreak ngsile system

including Sensors, Effectors and Command Control. Acronym for: Surface
to Air Defence System that is Balanckedthaland Effective



Thutlwa

Stonk

Subaltern

Tangent Elevation

Terms Used

Tommy Gun

Trigonometrical

Troop

Warrant Oficer

The Wire
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Name given tahe upgradedkameelperdpecialisednobile air defenceadar
and communications syam, but whichalsoincludedsecondary radar.

One of two terms used by Gunners in World War 1l (the secoa®’i¥y” dzN.R S NJ

A BtonKwas apowerful weight of fire designed primarily to meet an attack

by enemyArmour. It was griority call for aDivisionalfire mission atFire by

Ordebn anarea target the guns firing oparallel lines

AY a dzN&h$hsldher handvasalso aDivisional fire missioat W A NB 0 &

2 NXRtBahdalled for aconcentraton ofall availableguns on a particular grid

reference. fiit was a known enemy gun position, it would have been

obliterated from the weight of fireThe Stonk waa regularfeature during live

shell shootsn ACFField Artillenytraining inthe 195@ 1 & 61 & I WY dzZNRS|

A 2nd Lieutenant or Lieutenant Thesgunior officersstood to attentionwhen
spokentobythe RSMY R Ay | y& NBLX GeeOrdérf SR KAY U
Warrant Officey

Theverticalanglewhich the axis of the bore makes when the gun is laid, with
the lineof sight. It differs from the angle of projection by jump and droop.

Establish A unit is formally established by declaration in SANDF Orders or by
Notice in a Government Gazetf€he unitis immediately added to the Troop

List.

Disestablid:Isi 2 G SNXYAYIGS + !''yAaiQa SEA&AGSyOS
Formed A unit may be established but not necessarily be formed, as in 7 Light
Anti-AircraftT 2 NJ A y & G | y O Someltitiie afidr eéstablishiraeniied R
men were posted into it and an officer was appoiht® command he unit
Disband A unit may be disbanded and closed datlvas suspendng any

further activity ¢ prior to placing the unit into suspended animation or
disestablishing ialtogether.

Suspended Animation A unit placed in suspended animati@mains on tle

Troop List but is totally inactive until it is again needsdvhich time it is
resuscitated It solves the problem of requesting permission to open a new
unit.

A nickname for an American weapon of .45 calibret quite a pistdand yet
not a fully fledged machirgun. Originally with a drum magazine but later
versions could take the drum or a stick magazine which held 20 rolirvdas
invented by John.TThompson henceTommy gun(Also known as the
Thompson machine gun).

(adjective a survey term A branch of mathematiadealing with the
relationship between the sides and angles of triangles and the relevant
functions of any angles

A subunit of aBattery, containing two or more sections

Due to their statusVarrant officers were alway®spectfullyaddressed as
WaAr@idSNI

The boundary between Egypt and Cyrenaica (now Libya) marked by a heavy
fence and rolls of wirgvhich, excepfor the first 150 milesran down the 25
degree longitudeto meet with the Sudanese border.

Western Desert ForceSee under Eighth Army.
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A mobile Anti-Aircraft system mounted o Bulldog vehicle (often described
asa Samil 20 Chasgiwith mine-resistant hull and an armoured cadrmed
with a singlebarrelledGAFCOI 20 mmAnti-Aircraftgun It wasoperated by a
three man detachmenandwas created as a temporary solution until a more
sophisticatedmobile system became available.

A Soviettriple-barrelled 30 mmAnti-Aircraftgun.
A Soviet 14.5 mnAnti-Aircraftgun

A Sovietmade 23 mm lighAnti-Aircraftgun with an operational range of
2500m. Zenitnaya Ustanovka hence ZU.

cairn or prominent rock

underground water reervoir

gulley ornaturalcutting ¢ leading down to the coast
pass or cutting in the escarpment

deep well

tomb

low hill or rise in the desert floor

depression in the desert surface

promontoryor cliff in the escarpment
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Volunteers and the Mountain

The present Cape Field Artillery, then knowrda t NAYy OS ! £t FTNBRQa hosg / | LIS
FLILJ NByidfe aiGANNBR i NBLEZ2NIA FNBY 2 @INE SoFHFaf {12022y
exercise in 1885. Theape Timesef Monday, 7 December 1885 reported

Our Volunteers having beconse efficient inArtillery practice that there is no fear of any enemy

landing on our shores from vessels of war, they are now in training to prevent the progress of a war
balloon over our city. In this respect our Volunteers are in advance of the arriesopg for not even

von Molke has given serious consideration to the war balloon of which a magnificent illustration has

F LILISEFNBR Ay | FNLISNRa 2SS1feée IyR gKAOK o N gSaaSH
over the world.

The articlewenty (G2 al & GKFEG t NAYyOS ! f FNBRQEK S sNR R dbytil
3dzy FyR (2 dzy RS NXHdibeoprRe piofigntAppairerflyt the @xperident of firing at a

War balloorQwas actually conducted at a targeta prominent rock on the mountain known asfhe
5SPAtQa tSFH{®Q Ly GKS O2dzZNES 2F (KS aKz22d GKS o
burning for about two and a half hours before a fortunate shift in wind enabled the weary gunners to
contain the flamesg and to probably forget about any further antiar balloon practice.

Balloons in Bechuanaland

A halloon wasfirst usedfor observationin South Africanear Mafekingijn 1884/85, when aBalloon
Section, provided by the Royal Engineers was included in theeWé&xpeditiort officially known as
the Bechuanaland Field Foreked by Major General Sir Charles Warren. Perhaps thislsathspired
the Cape Town Volunteer®ut defenceagainstthese W ¥ £ & A y “hadat$ fsS shakpeginnings
during the Frano-Prussian War of 187@vhen Paris was besieged. S2y DI Yo Si,(filstQa o | f
seen in Paris o October 1870were usedduring October and Novembén send mail out ofhe city
- andthey wereoccasionallyusedby intrepid men whowishedto escape thesiegec by drifting over
the net cast around the city ihe Prusgans! Thearmaments firm oKrupp then already welknown,
produced alight A Yy OK W. | notinfe& gh a Bundzgl®@shoot down the balloonsUntil the siege
ended, all balloon depautes thereafter took place at night

The Wright brothers began their experimentation in flight in 1896, just a year after the President of
GKS w2elf {20ASGex 2AftAlFY ¢K2YdhanaE machnesRareY St JA
impossibleDrvile WA 3 KiQa FANRG FfAIKG G221 LIXIFOS 2y wmt 5

By 1914, most European nations had some experienengloying balloons and airships for military
and civilianpurposes. Practical flight by winged aircraft had advanced to heights reaching a thousand
feet or more, and trips had been made of up to two hundred miles. Germany had led the way with its
Zeppelin airships, capable of carrying passengers and cargo on long distance flights.

Although John Weston buii \Heavierthan-air machinedat Brandfortin South Africa irt907 which,
after fitting an engine, wasrst flown in 1910, he firstW ¥ 2 N&erbihylearrived in South Africa in
1911whenthe Londorgbased African Aviation Syndicate Ltd brought a French Bleriot and a biplane to

Youngods Field, p. 38.
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the country, and in Cape Towrgave demonstrations to admiring crowds, and probatdymany
military men.

Recommendation to Prime Minister

Major General Christiaan Beyers, head of the ndwagn Union Defence Forsgwas sent to Europe by

the Pime Minister, Gaeral JC. Smutsin the next yearto observe military mapewres in France,
Germany and Engladd Ly 9y 3fFyRYX o6SFENAY3I Ay YAYR GKS t NX)
BAGAAGK ! N¥eQa ySg | OAlFGAZ2Y a0OKz22ft 2y ddoddasiad dzZNB t
guide to establishing a similar school in South Africa. Beyers watched militaryeuvaes in
Germany;and in October 1912yent for a flight in one of the simple aircraft of the daya Rumpler
Taubemonoplane(becoming the first South Afan Generalto fly in an aeroplang in England he

watched field forces change direction after aircraft had dropped messages the pilot hadsought

out and found the opposition forces.

HeNBI f AASR GKI G GKS RI@& &3 Qi kefaadhengired to Smuts that O 2 dzi A
aircraft would play an important part in future warfgrand should prove a great saving in horses and
men2

South African Aviation Corps

After initial training at a flying school establishieg Compton Patersont &imberky, one of the three
partners in the now defunct Aviation Syndicases of the ten aspiringilots who were felt proficient,
were sent to England for further trainingvith the Royal Flying Corp&ive were judged to be
competent andhey were recalledo South African August 1914Before leaving they were ordered to
find suitable aircraft, technicians and sparés assist in the takever of German South West Africa.
By May 1915 the South African Aviation Corps was operational and ready to begin réssameze
work for General Bothal'he campaign in German South West Africaeelh 9 July1915

The first real attempt atir Defence in Southern Africa took place in German South West Africa in
Mmpmn GKSYysS |G GKS NBI dzSa i edglifg DBféhEel Forces WhdlettdokithleS { 2
occupation of the German coloniate in 194, at Tschaukaib, a railway halt some 72 km inland from
LuderitzBucht the #h Citizen Battery (Natal Field Artillery) whj¢bgether with the Natal Carbineers
andotheruniida 6SNB LI NI 2F { AN 5dzy Oty aOYSyiAasSqa / Syi
September, had to contend with a new and unexpected form of attafrbm the air. The Germans

had two fragile aircrafig an Aviatik P14 and eRoland Taubeand they draJLIS R YtoARNEy & Q
shellsfitted with a long piece of clotho stabilise its downward flightwith only a 130hp engine they

were not powerful enough tdake off withmore than four2 ¥ (i K SY WK SsXor satety
usuallycarried only two

First Casualty

To quote from the unpublished history of the Natal Field Artillery:
Early in the morning following the attack on Garub a German aireggfearedover the camp
at Tschaukaib and dropped two homemade bombs each consisting -ofch HE shell ith
percussion fuze and lang cloth streamer to keefhe nose pointing downwards. One of the
bombs did no damage, but the other almost hit one of the guns thf CRizen Battery, killing
one man and wounding several othérs

This was the first and mosuccessful ok number ofraids by this aircraft, although other casualties
did occur from time to timeA man of the Pretoria Regiment was a later casuahg died after being
hit between the shoulder bladdsy shell splinters.

Per Aspera Ad Astrap. 9.

Urgent Imperial Servicep. 121.

UnpublishedHistory of NatalField Artillery, p. 36.(The man who died was Corporal Keeping)
The Kaffrarian Rifles 1876 1986 p. 129

a A W N
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All flights were madén the early morning while the air was calm, it being impossible to fly these, early
fragile, machines wken the wind blew strongly Camp routine therefore required the animals to be
taken out before dawn and scattered across the desert until the wind avsl the danger of air attack

was over for the day. There were no such thingg\as-Aircraft guns and the only effort at defence

was to dig a circular trencimto which to sink the trail of 45-pounder gun toobtain high-angle aH

round fire, by dischagingtime shrapnel more or less at random. The procedure offered a fair chance

of success against the low speed and altitude attained in those early days of flying, and according to a
German report a few bullet holeserefound in the wings after one ofs raids. This whole problem so
worried Capain GT. du Val, SAMR, Battery Commandeh Titizen Batterythat he made a special
report to the Brigade Major:

My proposal is to keep the guns in their present position at the left of theirfobrguns

during the day and night, with the exception that at 5 a.m. | propose to take out to another
position which | have chosen and place them in gun emplacements which have already been
prepared. This spot is 2400 yards north of the present camp. | will arrireedh®&.30 a.m. at

latest and at 6.45 a.m. | shall return and place the guns at the emplacements where they now
are. The advantages are that the new position will, in my opinion, afford better opportunities
of shooting at aircraft and | shall have a fiatifire of 270 without firing over camp. | shall

also have the opportunity of manoeuvring the four guns together on my way in afid out.

Skinny Wiz

The fieldgunners could nothenK | @S |y 2 6y | ocoeheziister qu, Yofrdesigwdd foffire
at high angleas an Anti-Aircraft gun does,neither of whichin mid-December 1914had arrived in
German South West Africln Britain loth 13-pdr and 18pdr field guns were converted to fire at high
angle; the 13pdr was not that successful and thesultwas that thel8-pdr was relined to take a 13
pdr shell, which with the extra boost providdy the 18pdr charge gavethe shella higher ceiling.
Was the example provided by these guns the reason for the conversion gbdr b South Africa?

The fird of two such guns both were QF BLET5-pdr field gurs - was provided with a special carriage

to enable it to fire & high angle The ordinary field carriage could not be elevated beysixteen

degrees and this presented difficulties in manufactuwet they were overcomeAfield carriagewas
successfully anverted at the Army Ordnance Wkshops, Fort Knokke,close to the present
Woodstock suburban railway station Cape TownArmament artificers working under the guidance

of Captin CL Gransden, Ingector of Ordnance Machinery, South Afrigaroduced a workablénti-

Aircraft gun After successful trialat WoodstockA &G WX gl & LI I OSR Ay &IBNIWAOS
could fire at an elevation of just over 60 degrees.

Apparently not entirely satiged with the first gun, a secontis-pdr (described as a 1@dr field gun-
whichwaseasily converted to fire a fifteen pound shetlesigned on an improved pldy Lieutenant
Benson to give it an elevation o1 degreeswas subsequently constructeid joint co-operation
betweenthe Salt River Railway Workshops ahd Army Ordnance Workshop#ts sole purposevas

that of shooting at aircraftThenew carriage was constructed ofifich (25mm) boiler plate steel and
was so heavy that ten men were requdréo lift the trail. It wasalsoprovided with extra springs to
absorb recoilThe gun alone weighed 9 cwt (457 kg) and normal recoil through the cradle in the field
carriage was 3 ft4hches. (1.06 m)The gun was successfully tested in Septemipeobally near

{ A Y2y Qan thé présghke oGereral Sir amesWolfe Murrayq General Officer Commandisg-
Chief, South Africaviajor Gereral CW. ThompsonCB, DS@Dfficer Commanding Cape District, and a
number of ladies and gentlemen, including Mrs Lousgha, wife of the Prime Minister, and Lady
Wolfe Murray. Six rounds of shrapnel, exploded alternately by time and percussion fuzes, were fired

5 UnpublishecHistory of Natal Field Artillery p. 56.
7 S.A. Railways and Harbours Magazijrigéctober 1914, p. 852.
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with satisfactory results. Thé 0 dzNB 10a KA OK G221 LI I OS I G %wege | € GAQ
clearlyseen. ThgeLINE RdzOS R W X3TheHunyas imEcHiatGyPiaced in service

TheC2 NI wSO2NR 06221 2F vdzSSyQa . FGGSNRI {AY2yQa ¢
the 6-pdrs mounted on theBattery. It alsorecordsthat it was shippedd GSWA in Decembé914

probably after a telegram sent by Colonel RoséBtefenceéia Port Nolloth Radiat 12.25 pmon 28

December which confirmed that Wlajor TRIPP will enquire Salt River re constructioAnsifAircraft

3 dzy@CommanderHay of the RIVRIlater statedit wasXmounted on thefore-castle of thessGaika

ready for use should an enemy aeroplane appédahe gunwas under the command ofidutenant

EH. Tamplin, MC, RFA. The ship arriaedValvis Bay on Christmas Day, 191He Royal Artidlry War
CommemorationBook!? mentions that Skinnyiz was frequently usewith considerable stcess

against German aeroplanebut this cannot be altogether correct, although it would have warned

either of the two enemy aircraft in German South West Aftickeep away

-

South Africa’s first anti-aircraft gun the 15-pdr BLC known as “Skinny Liz” in her field mode
in South West Africa in 1915. (SADF Archives)

Figure 2: Skinny Liz

No one is certain howwhyor whenii KS 3dzy 61 & R dmubitSe&emshieteinohtde [ AT W
someconnection withColonelSkinner Commandeiof 1st Infantry Brigade The gun accompanidus
3rd Infantry Brigaden the advance on Garubut its only recorded action appears in the report of the
2nd Battery, SAMounted Rifles, which described an unsuccessful engagement with a troublesome
Taubemonoplane using a converted 4®under BLC gun. €hreport noted that one of the springs
broke each time a round was fired. The aeroplane was never damaged but was forced to keep its
distance. It seems hardly likely, therefore, that Skinny Liz was as successful@snihemoration
Book describedAn old soldier, Gunner Peter Mathia®f Cape Garrison Artillerywas sent on
detached duty as a member of the gun detachmété.remembered the gun aXa very antiquated
contraption with a towering carriage on tople alsdold a reporter ofThe Argusn an intaview in his
90th year, that Skinny LiXwas affectionately known as such by all who made acquaintance wi¥ her
andhewent on to saythat the gun
was one helluva contraption that sent everybody running when she fit@a.had to run like
hellasyoudl RY Qi 1y 26 & Kdsgoing tk e wheB s$hO &k 2

8 Ibid.

®  lbid.

10 Potocopy of telegram in possession of author.

11 The History of the RNVR (South African Divigigm130.

2 The Royal Artillery Commemoration Bqgk 44.

13 Letter from his son, Chris Mathias on 20.8.1985, enclosing cutting TremArguf 7.10.1982.
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Perhaps the best work done by the gun was at the battle of Trekkopjes on 26 April 1915 when it came
into action as a field gun in the opehhe section of heavirtillery had been withdrawn aeiw days
previously to take part in the advance on Karilfiteaving Skinny Lias the only gun presentShe

took on the German guns singhanded, registering several direct hits. Owing to the construction of
the carriage it was necessary for the layerstand on two biscuit tins in order to lay the gun, which
rendered him an even more likely targe&everal enemy shells landed in the proximity but neither
Skinny Liz nor the layer received injufihe Transvaal Scottish had a different view of this actiod

their historian noted that after the German force had been beaten(affer the fire fight)and could

be seen forming up in the distance prior to retiring on Usakos§ ¢ & GKSy GKI G W{
Lieutenant Tanplin fired her only two remaininghells, and the last two shots of the action, one going
wide and the other appearing to burst right among the Gernians.

Skinny Liz saw thehole campaignto its end, after being used in a field rolat leastthat once She
waslater gracefully retiredOne of the Gransden guns was mounted at Wynyard Battery in November
1917 together with'l Maxim on AA mtg® They remained there until after the war although the Fort
Record Book ofVynyard Battery states inthe paragraph confirming that thénti-Aircraft gun at
Queer@ Batterywas sent to GSWA, thanother was designed bydutenantBenson in 1917 and also
later put at Wynberg Officers MesBhe Fort Record Book of Wynyard Battery confirms that one of the
G2 O2y@BSNISR TFASt Rdr.BiyAA gunX & @43 NIACEdSIIR thelBatterynm p
November 1917 till after the war.

So there is some mystery behi&uth Africd? first two Anti-Aircraft guns.Only one is known by the
name Skinny Liz, but the casual observerwhichoneiswhich?

Neverhelessaf i SNJ aidl yRAYy3I F2NJ YIyeé &SI Na
Wynberg Military Basevith the first Gransde® 6 2 NBensa)guh, (i
Skinny Lizvas moved to a place of honour #te Anti-Aircraft Training
Centre, , 2 dzy Fld where it stood outde the administrative
headquarters ofAnti-Aircraft School/10 Anti-Aircraft Regiment. When
this unit moved to Kimberley in late 1990, the gun went there tdb.
stands there today at the Diskoboldsse occupied by Air Defence
Artillery School andlO Anti-Aircraft Regiment, the centre piece of a
memorial to all Anti-Aircraft personnel whohave made the supreme
sacrifice, where an annual service of commemoration is HEhe first
. converted Gransden gustands proudly, outside the headquarters of
“‘ Cape Garson Atrtillery at Fort Wynyard®n display with it in the grounds
« of FortWynyardare other oldAnti-Aircraftguns
Figure 3: Gransden Gun Fort Wynyar

Both{ {TAyye W[AT | ywereilnk® toSolkthARidaSy 3 dzy

14 Union of South Africa and the Great War 1918, p. 44.
15 The History of the Transvaal Scottish 1902932 p. 90.
16 SANDF ArchivesFort Record Book, Wynyard Battery.
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Figure 4: Potting an Enemy Aeroplane Dugrihe SoutiWest Campaign
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CHAPTERWO

ANTIAIRCRAFT DEVELOPMENT

The effort to employ guns for air defence was logical but not the restittrethought orpre-planning
rather a matter of hasty improvisation

Royal Flying Corps

The British War Gite was otherwise slow to recognise the potential of aircraft in warfare for
observation over the battlefield, although the Royal Engineers had also provided balloons for this
purpose in South Africa during the Anddoer War. But nevertheless, in 1910bibught its first
experimental winged aircraft, and in 1912 it formed the Royal Flying Corps as part of the Army, to train
LIAf 2G4 yR S@Ffdad G6S GKS dzasS 2F GKS ySg AN YI OK
0KS &a1eQ dzyiA ftWards ivherd &rbaNas firgt apNdarBd over the battlefield and
actually posed a potential threat. By then only a few experiments with howitzers had been conducted.

No Anti-Aircraft organisation existed nor was there any alarm whatsoever about a possittiereat,

either in the minds of thosenembersin Parliament or in the public at large

The beginnings dfir DefenceArtillery can therdore be laid squarely on the start of World War One.

The RoyaNaw

The Royal Navy, alarmed by the spectacle refait flying with apparent ease at a thousand feet over
their battle fleet inhome waters, took a keener interest in this extraordinary development. The
Admiralty also formed an air wing the Royal Naval Air Service; but it went a step furtheit
invedigated the provision of suitable, higgmgle armament for its warships. This resulted by 1913 in
the production of the naval-thch and 4inch QFAnNti-Aircraft guns.While there was no Britisinti-
Aircraft organisation both the Germans and the French chaecognised that the engagement of
balloons and winged aircraft must be an accepted risk and had begun to design guns for this task.

Once war began the four Britishbquadros of the Royal Flying Corps that existed went to France. It
was realised thathte Germans had Zeppelinspable of reaching and bombing targets in Britain and
the Royal Navy, with the few guns availaliteus became responsible for the air defence of London
and keyinstallationssuch as the Royal Arsenardnance factories, ammuni@n dumps and oil
instalations. Winston Churchill as First Lord of the Admiralty formed an RMWRircraft Corps to
handle the task

Chuchill tacked the London defences with his usual energy and was able to gather from various
places a variety of wapons¢ which included theVickers Ipounder quickfiring pompoms readily
adapted to a variety of mountings. Theseglrpose weapons, dating from the AngBmer War, were
fitted to pedestal highangle mountings. The Admiralgpuld onlyprovide very fewd-inch and 3inch
gunsbut were able to givdwelve 60 cm hangtontrolled searchlights, powered by acetylene gas. A
search provided 1-pdr guns designed for use against torpedo boats, and Hotchkiss navalatose
6-pdrs. They were all modified and depled.

France

And to meet the new commitment in France the War Office by November 1914 rAis@dircraft
sections, each of two guns, as suifits of the Royal Garrison Artillery, to meet the challenge of the
aircraft which by then were active on bothdes of the frontlines; the trenches that stretched from

I History of Royal Artillery- Anti-Aircraft Artillery. p.3.
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Switzerland to Belgium. The sections were armed with the Vickedy &nd probably to the surprise
of both the pilot and the gudetachmentthis gun produced the first recordefinti-Aircraft succes®f
the war: on 23 September 1914, LieutenanE® Hogg with No. 2Anti-Aircraft Section in 1ll Corps
area, shot down a German aircraft, with the expenditure of 75 rounds, over open sights.

Adaption of Guns

The two fundamental problems of all wars inet 2@h Century were: catching up with armament
production¢ in these early years heavily dependent upon manual skills rather than mass production
and of finding manpower for the armed forcés

In 1915 work began on adapting guns from other rolesfrioen Field Artilleryl8-pdr and 13pdrs. The
latter, seemingly the first to used, needing revised recoil gear, a new mounting and sights far high
angle fire. It eventually emerged as the-f@r 6 cwt or more formallyg 13pr QF Mark 3. Its
performance wadasically poor. The barrel of the p8ir was lined down from 3.3 inches to 3.0
inches, thus permitting the 1Bdr shell to be fired with a bigger charge without any stress problems.
When other modifications were complete it becamevith much improved pedrmanceq the 13-pdr

9 cwt. It was soon the standar@inti-Aircraft gun in FranceOne wonders whether these two guns
provided the inspiration to convert 1pdr guns at the Cape f@mnti-Aircraftdefence.

The 3inch Gun

In order b tackle the speed and opational height of the Zeppelins and of likely future winged
aircraft, only high performance guns were effectivbpy werethe 3-inch 20 cwt, 4nch and the 13
pdr 9 cwt. By February 1916 the Royal Navy had found that hanmieAircraftdefence was a draion

its resources andAnti-Aircraft defence of Britain was passed to the Army. TAati-Aircraft
organisation was overhauled, modified and an enlarged weapon produgtaspecially of the #nch

20 cwt guncg came into operationStemming from he Vicker&naval patternof QF3-inch, the War
Office specification introduced differences in operatiofhe 3inch 2 cwt was modified: semi
automatic operation of the breech mechanism was appliadvhich recoil of rurout of the barrel on
firing wasused to op@ the breech, eject the empty cartridge easand retain the breech open with
the striker cocked. To achieve this, a sliding brelgldtck was employed. When the next round was
loaded this released the block to close behind it and to fire the3gun

The WarOffice pattern 3inch 20 cwt gun was first designed to fire a 12% |b shrafited shell at a
muzzle velocity of 2 500 ft/sec. Early experience in action showed excessive barrel wear, loss of
accuracy and instability of the shell in flight. In 1916 a seell weighing 16 Ibs was adopted and the
muzzle velocity reduced to 2 000 ft/sec. The ceiling of the gun was 2 B00effective ceiling was
16 000 ft. A rate of fire of 268 rounds per minute was achieved.

TheAnti-Aircraftgunner in 1916 had toisuallyand clearlyseeand identify a target in the skyoften

difficult in a hazy or cloudy slor at other times when the light was poarand engagementsould

not begin until detachments were also tracking the target. The GPO had to order deflactibn
2LISYAY3 NI y3ISI 3IA JA-irHe of drilahdSimeraRflightand thikpbitza prenumt dzS &
on his skill, eyesight and practical experience. No tables existed forahgja fire from which
corrections of the moment could be deduced, aguhs were not calibrated for changes duebarrel

wear, corrections for wind speed and direction and all these, includingléuiggh, had to be a matter

of adjustment. It is therefore hardly surprising that hits were rare. In addition,-messsheltbursts

were generally ineffective because of the unsuitability of shrapnel.

Instruments

But war breeds inventors. Aanti-Aircraft Experimental Section came into existerduring1916and
from their work a major advance was made when it was realised thatt#rges height could be
measured by some instrument and combined vittle angle of elevation in a trigonometrical function,
it would be possible to predict fuzgetting. Drawing on welknown mathematical pririples two

2 |bid., p. 5.
31bid., p.12.
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instruments were proposed. Thedt was cumbBrsome it had open sights without magnificaticand
requireda baseline of at least 1 000 yard& length.

The second proposal was to employ a sirgjiion optical instrument to calculate slant range and to
obtain height by incorporating small computing device whietould resolve the relation of height to

range and angle of elevation. The Height/Range Finder used two sets of lenses and prisms at either
end of a short baséine, reflecting two images to a otal point. By bringing themnto alignment

through gearing, the parak ande was adjusted and the movement, if measured, was proportional to

the range.

Easily transported and set up, this instrument required a high degree of skihent-finders of this
type became standardagiipment for the next 25 years, thugh develoment and improvenent in
accuracy. The first model was the Barr and Stroud UB2. It could measure height up to 20 000ft. South
Africa obtained the UBVersionin 1939.

Figure5: Barr and Stroud UB2

From 1916 onwards new ideas and new techniques were constantly being produced and teams from
London Universityenabled highangle range tables to beublished. Ballistics, meteological and
barrekwear factors were computed; and an operatiofi ~Wg2NJ] aK2LJQ S@Syidz ¢
instrument known as the Height/Fuze Indicator. It enabled a GPO to orderldngth from its
relationship to height and angle of elevation as determined by the ballistics of the gun in use. Later
improvements provideaptical magnificatiorof the target image and heights expressed in logarithmic
values.

In 1916 thee were so manyAnti-Aircraft sections in France that they were grouped ifgatteriesq
although in Britain itself they were still regarded @®mpaniesof the Royal Garrison Artillery.
Advances inAnti-Aircraft gunnery did no more tha keep pace with theincreased speed of the
Zeppelin and thedevelopment ofaircraft. By then the 3nch 20 cwtAnti-Aircraft gun had begun
rolling off production lines.

Bombesrs, and the RAF

After the new German Gotha aircraft began bombing London the Government realised that it had to
move to defend the city. A committee under the chairmanship of General Smuts was appointed to
examine the functioning of the RNAS and the RFQlardto recommend what should be done about
home defence. Smuts advised the creation of one unified Air Force under an Air M{nienge the
creation of the Royal Air Force. And he made other significant recommendagierigaps the most
important pont made was that all the air defence resources of the London region be controlled by
one commander The report was acceptedy this time¢ mid-1917 ¢ the speed of aircraft had
increased; the top speed of the Sopwith Camel F1 (which was manufactured at af&837, or

R1 674 if coverted at the original two Rand to the pound sterling) had reached 126 mph.

Anti-Aircraft Sections

A typicalAnti-Aircraft section of two gunsn Francein 1917 consisted of two officers and 41 other
ranks. The number inatled ten instrument operators, three telephonist/linesmen, an Ordavard
recorder, an air sentry/orderly, a cook and two drive3gctions in the earlier yeavgere given an area
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AY SKAOK G2 2LISNIGS FyR tSFG @8 NBy Tezdwas nbauchi K S Y a
thing as an Artillery Commander of any kind. They were not included in fire plans or-tabletifor

movement and were seldom welcomed by their neighbows fire from their guns broughan
unwelcome response. A general instructitmthe sections was to get as far forward as they could.
Communication was not goo@n me particulareveningg this is a true story a section was visited by

an Infantry Captain who told theAnti-Aircraft Lieutenantthat the front line was taetire that night to
200yardsinfron2 ¥ 6KSNB (KS &aSOGA2Yy ¢l a UGKSy uRSihiur e SR |
dugout as Battalion headquarterst ®rom late in 1916 individual regions fanti-Aircraft defence

were defined, each known as an AAilircraft Group under an Anthircraft Defence Commandeér

Experimental work by the ri-Aircraft Experimental Section continued in 1917 and it produced an
instrument called the Wilsoalby, which employed tachymetric principles. It used generated
voltages to reresent rates of angular movement but employed separate sights and circuits for
azimuth and elevation. It had no direct transmission to the gunsteadthe computed values were
marked by hand on a board in the command post, supgrosed on time rings.he GPO selected the
appropriate deflection and ordered it by voice to the guns. By 1918 when the war ended the
effectiveness ofAnti-Aircraft fire had improved considerably: the totals of claimed kills by the guns
were 95in 1917 and 176 in 1918.

TheAnti-Aircraftorganisatiorhad becomean established part of the Army.

4 Ibid., pp. 8,9.
5 Ibid., p.12.
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CHAPER HREE

BETWEEN THE WARS

The 1920s and 30s

The Great Wac the war of 19141918¢ the war to end all wars, now known as World War Omeas

one which had been predominanthn Artillery battle; and it had become so because the war &ree

a gigantic siegeThe Infantry faced one anotherfrom trenches that stretched for hundreds of miles,
from Switzerland to Belgiunwith battles to gainbut a few metres ofground. Although hey were
supported by hundreds of gurige Infantry neverthelessufferedvery heavy casualties and thesk of
countless livesand many more wounded and missing. Men drowned in the shell craters or, wounded
and unable to move, suffocated as they slid ferthnto the mud into which the battlefields were
churned by the guns of both siddduge mimbers of merwere thereforereported as missing.

The combatants ended the war well stocked wghnnery equipment, enough to last for years
although mostArtillery men realsed that much of it was obsolescemhost of the guns involved were
designed well before the wabDuring the 1920s reaction against the carnage of 191918 set in, and

most military forces were reduced in men and equipment. Little attentias ywaid toAnti-Aircraft
Jdzyy SNE® al yé& WSE LI3NIAiZk@ft gink dfd¥#oldi Wari ®re (werd] $afhp
weapons and that it was with aircraft that one fought enemy aircraft. By about 1923, most of the
g 2 NIARi@@#craft defences had all bulisappearedThe trickle of funds made available in France
was used to build the Maginot Line, while in Britain emphasis was placed on coast defence weapons
and equipment.The introduction of winged aircraft and the growth of air power in the Great War
newertheless matched the parallel development of guns to deal with aircraft. They ranged from the
early improvised mountings of 1914 to the precursor in 1918 of the famous World War Two German
Flugzeugabwehrkanone Model.18

Technical Interest

To quote lan Hgg:
There were apparently, two methods of approach to the problem of shooting down aircratft.
One was to develop a medium or heavy calgun which fired a shell capable of downing any
existing aircraft with a single shot. This, unfortunately demandedxaremely high degree of
accuracy in aiming so as to fetch aircraft and shell together in the same place at the same
time, and the technical problems involved in such accurate fire control were formidable. The
other approach was to adopt a light faiting gun which could emit a stream of shells and fill
the sky with metal, in the hope that one of the shells or some of the splinters might fall in the
path of the aircraft and damage it. This light gun could then be directed upwards by eye and
WK 23S IDdruKuntit it achieved success

Some progress in design was made, and in default of actual manufactahajidgues,
communications, deployment, weight of shell, ranges of equipmemithe employment ofield and
Anti-Aircraft Artillery, all these faairs and morewere examined in the years to followAnti-Aircraft
Artillery becameMd field of great technical interest in the early 193®and ideas began to bear fruit
What really causgdifficulty, however, was aircraft design and performanttedid not change much
in the twenties and early thirties but there was significant change in speed and performance after
1933/34. Gun designers worked hard to keep pace

1 Artillery in Colur, 19201963 p. 18.
2 |bid.
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The decade saw the introduction by the Swedish firrABf Bofor®f the famous 40 mm 160,

developed in 1929 and whidhred a 20 Ib (9.1 kg) shell from feuwund clips at the rate of 12@unds

per minute. The shell was fitted with a tracer unit which burned and emitted a red light which outlined
GKS akKStfQa 7Tt A3 thdguaaRedzivisuallindi&tioh of NEaccirécgzahe Baker
lit a selfdestruction charge which exploded the shell in the air, so that it did not come down to earth
live and primed to explode on contadéh the absence of a suitable local weapowits purchased by
Britain and the first Swedishuilt equipment began to be issued in 1938

In the largerAnti-Aircraftgun field,stated lan Hoggl933 was a significant year because it saw

the introduction of a gun which became a legend in its owrtilifie: the German 88mm Flak

18. This gun had its beginnings in 1925 when the German Army came to the conclusion that 75
mm was not a large enough calibre and Krupp was asked to develop something more
powerful. At that time the restrictions of the Versaillegaty had left the German gtmaking
industry in something of a decline, and Krupp had sent some of their designers abroad to work
with other companies. One such team had gone to AB Bofors in Sweden and, when not working
F2N) . 2F2NRBRQ 0 Qye8 anA88 iBm duik iBidg a RMbR9.1R&) &hell. In 1933 they
returned to Germany with the drawings; prototypes were built and tested, the Army approved,
and in 1933 it was put into productidn.

It was the first model of th&Vorld War Twowell-] Y 2 6 Q>Wy W R 61 a Ay GdNRRdAzZOSR A
in time to be tested during the Spanish Civil War by the Kondor Legion.

The second half of the thirties also withessed the introduction of a British hAatijAircraft gun
Work had begurin 19170on specificabns for the design of a high performandati-Aircraft gun of
3.6-inch bore, to fire a 25 Ib shell to a maximum height of 25 000 ft at a muzzle velocity of 2 000 ft/sec
Although the War Office gave a preliminary order for 100 guns this was redu&stember 19180

five for testing and triatsbut with the ending of the war the project was abandonddne can see in
the design, however, the forerunner of the excellent Vickersi@h gun of 1935Specifications
drawn up as far back as 1988med pat of the desultory search for a new high performance gun; but
new specificationsssued in 1932 caltl for amuzzle velocity of 3 000 ft/sec, a shell weight of 28 Ibs, a
WOSAtAY3IQ 27F op ,aroad spded of RSIRIX andFa2mékinYlgh dvdigh#ight dons?
With gun metallurgy and ballistics by this time much imprgwéd resulted by 1936 in the 3-inch
Anti-Aircraftgun. It was a very advanced design for its.dagrawing of the advanced Mk 2c version is
shown below.

Figure 6: 3.7-inch AnttAircraft Gun

3 lbid., pp. 1819.
4 Ibid., p.50.
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Training Lags Behind

While this unique gun had been designed and put into slow produdtidritain, South Africa was
many months away from obtaining goery equipment as protection from air attack. Adircraft
training for rifle and light machine gun wasibg taught to personnel of thedastArtillery Brigadein
Cape Town, as evidenced by a War Office publicatiBmall Arms Training, Volume 1, Pamphlet No.
6, AntiAircraft 1937¢ issued toN. OrperQthena member of the Brigade.

The training pamphletlescribed the possibility of air attack on probably the most vulnerable tayget

that of a column of troops on the line of march. It described various possibilities at which an aircraft
might attack¢ eithero @ 062 YO SNJ WXFNRY | fGAGdzRSa i 6KAOK avYl
FSSGX 2Nl oé& FAIKGSNI YR 062YO0SNI I ANONI Fitwant @ A y 3
2y (G2 RSaAONROGS K2¢ |y | ANIGbinmbking use aefXBudsa i®nBHjlls (2 ST
g22RAaT SGOdT FT2NJ 02y OSt f YSy (= QsuhNitackd wolld ielmadg A y 3
Fd KAIK &ALISSRZ WLINRolofte o06SG6SSy wnn G2 onn YO
Africans, theAir Forceconsisted then of old aircraft whie these speeds were normblt overseas

newly designed aircraft were grdgexceeding them.

Training surprisinglywas by model aircraft, although only in silhouettplaced on a cord on a frame

like apparatus with wights at each end to move the silhouette at various speeds from one leg to
anothe, g KAt S WTANBQ 41 a RANBOGSR niLMG. khfantryanén weraldoA 3 K G L
taught to use LMGs without this apparatus, and there was definite fire dliseipraining against a

WRANBOGQ dGaGFOISNI YR I WONRaaAydQ FSNRLXFYS F20

5 Small Arms Training, Volume 1, Pamphlet No. 6, Aaticraft 1937, p. 5..
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CHAPTEROUR

POLITICAL UNDERTONES

TheFirst Five Year Plan

The fusion of the two political parties led by @eal Smuts andy GeneraHertzog in 1933 coirged
with the end in South Africaof the worldwide economic crisithat began in 1929The country had
been saved the worst of the depression because of its gold.

Mr Oswald Pirow was appointed Mster of Defence in theewt | OG0 D2 @S Ny Y®BeygaRd Ol 6
later, n May 1934 during the debatein the House of Assembbn the 193435 defence budgethe

new Minister anwunced his five year plan for the-organisation of the Defence Forgegesignedo

improve the defence capability of the countrig.had been dafted by thenew CGS, Sir Pierre van
Ryneveld to meet new challengedithoughit focussed on expanding th&my, most attention was

given tothe Air Force with no significant emphasis on caalsiefence. The feeling existed that the
occasionakurface raider could be taken care of by mobiljméh guns and fielBatteries together

with the old 9.2inchMkVgund y ¢ 6t S . | &.Reli#nte was\ plagey éhdhe Rdya Navy

for protection of the seas surrounding South Africa.

But Pirowwas also Minister of Railways and Harbours and did little else but devote his attention to the
protection of the new Table Bay harbour that was under construction, and of securing the heaviest
coast guns available for this purpodde was convinced that itad to be made battleship proof,
despite the considered opinion of the Admiralty and tBitish War Office that an attack by a heavy
cruiser was all that could be expected. Wentedit to be battleship proof,and to bedefended by 15

inch guns.

In the years before the war of 193¢ 1945 there was ndAnti-Aircraft organgation in the Union

Defence Forcg but included in the initial fiverear plan produced in 1934vere three Anti-Aircraft

Batteries with searchlight sections. One mobifnti-Aircraft Battery and one mobile searchlight

section were to be includeih the authorised strength of thértillery Schooht Roberts Heightand
anotherwasto be stationed in DurbarBut in a letter of 10 September 193the CGS intimated that

the Artillery posts forthe DurbanAnti-Aircraftl Y R & ST NOKf A 3 K (be hel§i® bahdayfida & S N.
not to be filled at present

The CG@ddressedthel 2y ¢ KS a Ay A ailS NIecogwyendedthahdgie appiouat | Y R
for the purchase of the equipmensalebit to theArtillery and Machinegun Replacement Funet an
estimated cost of: One AntiAircraft Battery  £15 000 (R30 000)

One Searchlight Section £12 006 (R24 000)

Authority was clearly refused

Three months laterhowever,a secret documentiated 13 August 193pwas produced; itoncerred
the Erebugqa Royal Naval nich gunned monitor to be used as a floating fort in Table Bag)t also
covered Anti-Aircraft and Anti-Tank policy. In paragraph 3of the documentthe CGSmade this
statement

1 SANDF Archives, DCS/CGS, Box 68le G. 96/2.
2 |bid., file G.96/1.
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The three modern searchlight sections which are included in our old programme to be completed and
equipped on a mobile basis, one of the Sections being established at the Artillery Training Depot,
w2 06 S NI a.tand paragephiiticiuded

Of the three AntiAircraft Batteries(changedA y & 2 YISIR2 W SGéi A #dude® in the old
scheme one isto be established at the Artillery Traig DepoE w2 0 S NJi @an@equipfetl anid G &
trainedon a mobile basis. The formatiofithe other two is notd be proceeded with.

But on 29 Augustthe Adjutant General (A.Gcppied a communication from the CGS autiressed
the Officer Commanding Roberts Heights and Transvaal Comquaitt DMO&T, QMG and DTS for
information, to confirm that the Artillery Tiaing DepoE w2 6 S NIwQuld Wixcdvkdhdisticd the
following units W

0] Headquarters A.T.D.

(i) 3rdHeavy Battergc € aNJ ® - L- @

(iii) 1stField Battery -n ®p € | 26 @

(iv) 2nd Field Battery - 18 pdr.

(V) 1stLight Battery -o @17 € | 29 ®

(vi) 2nd Light Battery - 2 pdr. Ani-Tank.

(vii)  No.1 AntiAircraft Section.

(viii)  No. 1 AntiAircraft Searchlight Section.

(ix) No. 2 Armoured Traif

Establishment Tables fai, {ii) and (viii) were enclosed with this Secret communication.

The earlier letter written by the CGS on 13 August 1@86the same date as the policy statement)
KFEIR AyOf dzRSR GKS il aBd traith fedrsonneli ik &quitatiSridhd on Xarmoured
vehicle®

Despite the promise of a beginning to dutillery air defence capability Cohel HS Wakefield,

Adjutant Gaeral, writing to the same addressees on 3 September 198®&rred to his letter of 29th

ultimo and stated that the @d Light Battery, No. 1 Anfircraft Section and No. 1 Arircraft

{ SFNOKf AIKG { SOUGA 2 ypendirdyderther instRuctios, 6a$ theT e2)ININENR i© Xot
availableandnof A { St & G2 0S F@FIAtlo0fS F2NJ az2yYS 02y aiRSNJ

¢CKS OUAGAGASA 2F GKS DSNXIY LAf20a,thetseafyhdr G KSA I
new 88mm Flak gumand the Munich Crisis of 183which could very easily have escalated into a state
of war, must have confirmedo those at Defence Headquarters that they had been correct in
consideringthat an air defencecapabilitywas necessaryin a field Army. Others thought so tooThe
Nongquaiof June 1937 containedaragraph ofnterestto proponents ofAir Defence It read:
Sgt Major WR Tacon, SAAF, is proceeding overseas on June 8 on a few months leave, and
while there is taking a short course in CaaBtefence and Anthircraft Instrunents®

No action to obtain equipment was, however, taken. This is reflected in a communication téted
February 1938whenthe CGS informed the A.G. and the Director of Training that thereXvasy” 2
intention at present of forming thestand 2hd Anti-Aircraft Sections in the Coast Artillery Brigade, and
there is no plan or pvision to obtain the equipmendespite the fact that the CGS had stated earlier
that the Union Defence Forces will be based on an Infantry Brigade Group that would jnclitde
Artillery component, oneAnti-Aircraft Batterywith eight 3.7-inch guns and one searchlight section of
six lights

Ibid., file G. 96/2.

Ibid., A.G.(1), Box106, File A.G.579.
Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid.

The NonggaiJune 1937, p. 551.
Ultimo Ratio Regum, p. 150.

© 0 N o 0o b~ W
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Another Five Year Plan

In 1936, inan upgrading of thefirst five year planmore attention was paid to the coaat defences.

South Afric aG22R 4 GKS AYGSNERSOGAZ2Y 2F (GKS YIFI22NJ &as
LI NI A Odzf | NY¥ @ ¢ 6f Sc thel latter legfoging {first YpRiofit dn ternts &of the

{ Ydziiak/ KdZNOKA f £ { A-Yhadybcame heéresyary. Ht vhigbehyes that the fixed
RSTSyO0Sa 2F {AY2yQa ¢26y> [ LIS ¢26y | gherataddzND | Y
high-angle guns (as hdaten agreed by the Committee under Hanlkey 938 by the middle of 1938.

The plans envisaged putting the coalstefences in order within four years.

Speaking in the House on 27 April 1936 on his five year-plduich was due for completion in 1941

GKS 5SFSy0S aAyAadSN) 2dzif AYySR @I NR2dza | aLISOdGa 2
coastal defence wastill governed by the arrangements entered into by Committee of Imperial
Defence in 1928. He said that a further extension of the programme was being considered for Cape
Town.No mention was made of defence against air attack.

World Situation Deteriorates

The Prime MinisterGeneralHertzoghad confirmed on 8 February 1935 that his Government was not
prepared to participate in any scheme of Imperial Defence, and it was while the Italians were
fomenting trouble to the north that MrPirow on 15 June toldGeneral Andries Brink, Braylier
Generas JS Wylie and J Collyer and the Chief of the General Sta#it a Defence Committee
meeting, that as far as South Africa was concerned invasion was extremely unlikely. He nevertheless
felt it was not unlikely yehot impossible that Britain could become involved in a war with Japan or
France. But, he continued, it was possible that 100 000 coerdbe landed by sea or come overland
supported by 100 aircraft in an attack on South Aftfdde did not elaborate ondw he had reached

this conclusion, ohow South Africa would protect itself agairsuch darge number of aircraft

The possibility of an external threat became serious when Mussolini led Italy into a war of conquest
against Abyssinia in 1935. Abysgimias invaded by Italian forces on 3 October 1935 and by 5 May
1936, following much brutalitythe capital Addis Ababa was in their hands. The country was annexed

by Italy four days later. All Italian ports were closed to British shippindraffic wasdiverted from

the Mediterranean to the Cape and Panama Canal routes. By this time Hitler had openly defied the
treaty of Versailles and the restrictions it placed on weaponry and waaméng and expanding
DSNXI y&Qa I Ni¢S Rad doamiiESisredditS 8 WLJ2 O S D eath with tm@ia K A LJ&
armament of six 14nch guns and each a potential sesder. Hitler at this time had his eye on South

West Africa (formerly a German colony) and Tanganyika (now Tahzamibalso a former colony.

Germany enteredhe demilitarised Rhineland in March 1936, the Italian/Abyssinian war wagpmny;

Gen Franco began a military revolt in Spain and Britain could see the threat of war with Germany and
Japan looming on the horizon. The Defence Requirement Committee inIEfgR NB O2 YYSY RS |
Y2a0 AYLERNIFYy(GiQ | &dzo adldeféncds laf naval YasbsPodiS ar Song and y O+
abroad. And the Chiefs of Staff warned the British Cabinet that war with Germamuld. be a

disaster for which the Services with theirstirig commitments...are totally unpreparétiAt this time

the Union Government had not yet given the General Staff any indication of what its Defence Policy
was. Italy, now with air bases in Abyssinia, had the potential of bombing the Witwatersraadre-

way flight.

Forced Changes

Mr Sydney Waterson, the young MP for South Peninsutaned the Minister of Defence before he

spoke in Parliament on 28 July 1988ring the Part Appropriatiyy 5So6F S 2y GKS &adl GS
defences. He created a furore in Government circles by drawing the attention of the House to the fact

that the Minister of Defence had made two statements about defence, one in 1934 and another in

10 South Africa at Warp 7.
11 The ContinentaCommitmentp103.
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1936 but had given nmformation since then. Stressing the inadequacy of AireForce, theArtillery
FYR GKS | yiAldza 4§ SR Fhs Wwedtyod # @sk ehaoridalywehgrQhere wad a y
single moderrAnti-Aircraft Batteryin the country. Before he finished a ward and obviously shaken
Minister of Defence sent him a note indicating he would make a full statement during the debate on
the Defence Voté? His speech was in fact a turning point in the struggle for finance for defence.

Six weeks latepn 7 Septemberwhen the House of Assembly resumed in Committee of Supply on 7
Septemberthe Minister of Defence, Mr Oswald Pirostpod up in the House and outlined husrrent,

revised,5 STSYy OS t 2t A0&32 | TFAN)io¥m@ndi6d®,00D prodedideeyHey G Qa |
assured the country just three weeks before the major international crisis over Czechoslov ke

the General Staff had concluded South Africa would not have to make any major defence effort until

six months after the outbreak of hostilitiesh@&@tage of manpower, he said, would be counter

balanced by superior fighting qualities and equipment, and the use of automatic weapbss.
automatic weapons were Lewis guns. There were 91 in the country against war requiremeisdof 2

Five hundred haarrived by May 1938 but were incomplete. And none of thelrifantry Battaliors

had a single &ch mortar.

Reorganisation of the Defence Forces

TheCape Time8 ¥ y { SLIISYOSNI mpoy> NBLERZ2NISR GKFG aNJt Al
defence pdicy had to be based purely on local conditions and could not be guided by what was being
done in that respect overseas. He assured the country, as reported by the Cape Town morning
newspaper that:

We are not bound, directly or indirectly, to take paraimy war, in Africa or elsewhere. We shall not
take part in a war except when the true interest of South Africa make such participation inevitable.
Even then the decision would rest with the people.

The Ministersaid thatEM > nnnZnnn ¢ 2 dzf RS Sy GERM0,000Kdr M@apodzNand
equipment for the Defence Force. In addition to strengthening the {exiatent) defences of other
harbours,he statedthatA & KI R 6SSy RSOARSR (peoofYTheld&endelsahdms . I &
Xrepresented thevery minimum compatible with national safetyle was again not completely honest.

The Cape Time®f Thursday, 8 September 193&gent on to reportalmostthe entire content of
aAyAaidSNI t AundBrale BubkaS ISRSAQMEL 320F A Y/S NoSnSrifidh yipR@ction

against air attackvas included

Within a few months Waterson was given a diplomatic pimst_ondonand was thus effectively
removed from the political scengé.

Finances

Mr A.H. Broeksma, the Secretary for Defence placed a somewhat eliffariew on the huge amount

the Government had made available for defence. He said the amount of £1 million voted by
Parliament was to be regarded as a contribution to the Aircraft and Artillery Replacement Fund for the
financial year 19389. The balancef £5 million, he wrote Was only to be made apparent in the
Estimates for 193@40.° No final orders were to be placed overseas until he received details and
F LILINE SR 2F®GKS LIZNOKI aSoQ

Easy Days of Peace Training

In those easy, pgaS T dzf = RI 8laNt 2 ¥FwhigiLBénO¥wung man who unknowingly
volunteered to give four years of his timumdertook to dog includeda period of continuous training

of four weeks once per year for coabgunners(three weeks for all other ACF units), was just that

12 Hansard, 28.7.1938, 298ff.

13 Cape Times, 6.9.1938,

14 Discussion Orpen/Waterson, Notes by N.N.D. Orpen 11.2.1964.
15 SANDF Archives, CGS War, Box 305.

18 1bid.
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peace training There was a work on Saturdays and Sundays, &ddnesday afternoomwas devoted

to sport¢ if one feltsoinclined L G ¢ & @OSNE Sl ae G2 200l Ay RSTSNX¥YS
commitment. For the officers there was a full soci&lt NE Y2 GA 2y &6l a YIRS gKSy
natural leadership skills were noted, doommanding officers of units, both in the coast units and ACF

units, had the authority to promote whom they pleabi the ranks gunner to 8rgeantMajor. The

full responsibility for the efficiency of their uniestedon their shoulderslone

Officers were produced from the ranks, or even from someone outside the unit who either
volunteered to undergo training (without going through the Defence Headqudbtersualcallup
LINPOS&da0> 2NJ ¢l a | LILINRPIFOKSR o6& | O20ONY$RAYAZ2DNI
background was quite important. In some units one had to have attended the right school.

There was a catch to éhprocessOne hadfirst to undergoa medical (it tookess thanhalf an hour);

be taken on strength (i.e. be included in the next Part Il Orgieovided the medical result confirmed

that one was healthy); and then serve for six months in the rafks was not oneroust diid not

even neessitate appearing on any paradeRS LISY RSy & dzLl2y K2g &aGNAROG ¢
officer. To obtain a commissiorthe final act was to b@resented bythe commanding officer to the

Officer CommandingzapeCommand(for Cape Town units)After a brief inerview, the latter would,

if he approved, make a recommendation to Defence Headquartersery Coast Garrison Force and

Active Citizen Force unit observed this processd, unlike today with our modern technology, a

written reply would generally be recesd within a month.

Neil Garlick was one of those gentlemen who volunteered for trainingis own words¥Whad to do
Fy AYAGALFE W&l A yedrhow t dosinpledti8nyd liké weaf3am Brawn, a whistle
lanyardon the right shoulder, et 8mile€Brereton Stiles (then 2 pipg) Permanent Force withrd
Heavy Batteng was my instructog alsa W 2 ¢ (2 R NdADEdemberR®$8Nan@ary193Neil
Garlickwas overseas and when he returned he discovered in his absence he had beentpaokied
Anti-Aircraft Battery’

It was men like Neil Garlick and many others like him,théh limited training,would take South
African units to fight the next war.

Threat of war

The actions of the new German leader, Adolf Hitler, led to a threataofin Europe; thehreat had

slowly been gathering momentum over tieo or three yearsprior to 1938 On 17 August German

troops moved to theCzechoslovakiaborder and wh war seemingly imminentPermanent Force

gunner officers and men were hurriedlyored from Roberts Heights to Cape Totkat month to

assist in manning the coadtdefences.In Britain Winston Churchill continued to stress the limitations

2F FANI LR26SNI YR GKS AYyOBAYOAOAfAGE 27F akekoder w2 e | f
Czechoslovakia with four days from 1 October 1938 caused wenlitle concern. European capitals
prepared for war in the wake of a defiant speech by Hitleglmost did lead to war. e Royal Navy

was mobilisedbn 14 Septembeand Czech troops eve rushed to thé borders. In London the War

Council meton 16 September Dr.B Malan appealed to Afrikaners throughout the Union to stand
023SGKSNI (2 LINBGSyYy(d {2dziK ! T OBriyish RPdm&Mikis@Afled G A 2 y
to Munichin a last attempt to avoid war and on arrival back in Britain he triumphantly waved a piece

of paper- Britain and France had agreed to the dismemberment of the Czech State provided Hitler did
Y20 AYy@FIRS GKS O2dzy i NB | yWas gréeted &ith hréafireligh lidode? the LJ2 f A
world.*®

Fortunately, the Munich Agreementsigned between Germany, Britain, France and Italy on 29
Septembeyavertedthe immediate threat ofwarin 1938 Violent antiNazi riots broke out in central

17 Written and typed notes provided by Major N. GarlicletjR
18 A Country at Warp. Xix.
9 1bid., p. xxi.
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Johannesbig on 24 Septembewhen five men wearing blaedhirt uniforms and swastikas collided

with a cyclistA crowd stormed the cadohannesburg celebratetie Munich Agreementvith a riot

between pro and antNazi factions, broken up only by the arrival of pgo Butrunning battles
between the factionsbroke outWo ddl £t € f2y3 GKS wSSTFI Ay . Sy2yai
Johannesburgr YR O2y Ay dzSR 6Stf | FGSNI (KS® IRSdth AfNGR G A 2 Yy
(and in Canada) the British Adnitsaencountered difficulty in calling up reservists of the RNVR. The
British Government knew that South Africa, and probably Canada, would not go to war over
Czechoslovakia.

A number of officers, senior and junior NCOs audners of the Artillery Schoghnd Limber Gunners

of Natal Field Artillery, Pietermaritzburg; Transvaal Horse Atrtillery, Auckland Park, Johannesburg; Cape
Field Artillery and 2de OVSVA were earmarkedFmtress Manning on the coaBatteries should

there be any recurrence of the esrgency?*

The South African Governor General told the Commain@é&hief Atlantic Stationduring the course

2F || O2y@SNEIFIA2Y WYoodiKIi KS (GK2dAKIGI G§KSNB 42 dz
decided to enter a waf? The crisis over Cehoslovakia changed Geral{ Y dzi Q&4 YAYyR® | S KI
adzLIL2 NI SR GKS t NRAYS aAyAradSNRa @A S sbeligiéndebut 2 dzii K
his thoughts firmed when Hitldater invaded the country.

Schemes of Development

In an appro$ R WY{ OKSYS 2
5S@St2LIYSYyiQ LINRBRdzOS
but included with a letter dated 4
September 1939, the Director of
Coast Artillery noted, among
mention of other coastl defences,

that twelve 3.7Zinch guns and five

AA searchlights would be available

for the defence of Table Bay
harbour, with four of these guns

and fourW{ ! | NdarkHight® NB
T2NJ {AY2yQa t20Yy
defence. Much of the equipment

listed in the Scheme of
Development did not materialise

for many, many months. The first

two 3.7inch heavy Anti-Aircraft

guns to arrive in the country were

sent to Durban. They were there by

23 April 1942 ¢ but without
ammunition®

Figure 7: An early sound locator

20 South Africa at Warp.xxi.
2 bid.

2 \pid., p. 17.

2 Island at War p. 51.
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CHAPTERVE

THE YEAR BEFORE THE WAR

The Coast Artillery Brigade, with its d@quarters at the Castl€ape Townwas establishedfrom 1
June 1934and t wasformed with thefollowing unitsunder command

Headquarters, Coast Artillery Brigadat the Castle.
(With Engineer & Fortress Signal Sections provided by CGA)

No. 1 Heavy Company manning thecoastgunsat Cape Town.

No. 2 Heavy Company manning thecoastgunsk & { A Y2y Q& ¢24Yy
1st Medium Battey with four 60-pdr guns.

2nd Medium Battery with four 6-inch howitzers.

/ LIS CASER ! NUACT f Gitkbour t8ippdifleM@gnss. | £t TNSRQaA hogy
No. 1 Armoured Train with an 18pdr mounted on a open

railwaytruck.

By April 1939, it included: the ébus Heavy Battery (C.G.A.xt Anti-Aircraft Battery,(both in the
Cape Command3rd Heavy Batteryin Eastern Province Command antth 4eavy Battery in Natal
Command

Apart fran a decision made in the intervening years to form &mgi-Aircraft units in the Cape as part
of the Coast Artillery Brigade instead af Roberts Heights, events in Europe must have forced a
change of mind. Rumours aboundethd acorrespondent writingri the March 1939 edition athe
South African Police and Union Defence Force isggvice journal,The Nongqgaistated that there
were Xrumours @& an Anti-Aircraft Battery being opened up here soon. Nothing official is known yet,
but the rumour is strongnd who knows!On the eve of the coming war, thinti-Aircraft capability of

the Union of South Africa left much to be desired formal organisation was neexistent.

There were some, apart from any in the Defence Forces, who thought about dangethizaair and
the value of anAnti-Aircraftorgansation.

Wiliam {  dzy RSNE>X ¢K2 KSfR (KS @AS¢g O(GKIFG WwWF O2dzyiNE
had served with the Kimberley Regiment in 1899, wrote to the Minister of Defence on 7 Octolder 193

FYR &dz23SaidSR WT 2 adedidn Nffad AntBAirdialt BattekyavikhYs&aychilights- at

Witbank. The town, he said, had a power statwarth £2 million andin addition,was an important

railway junction He stated in his letter that 8K 2 dzft R Kl @S (G KS Sl dzZA LIYSyd I yR
A0SNY NBaAa(andOEDISHFISR GGIOYBERYSY FNRY w20SNIia | ¢
men here the business of AdtiA NONJ Fi RSaGNHzOGA2Yy Qd

William Swunders received a polite reply thankimim for his suggestion and telling him it was not
proposed to form any new units.

The Legion of Frontiersmenawnext in line.The Legiorhad been founded early in the 20th Century
and they were featured in Cape Town Volunteer journals about 190y described themselves as
Q y Pafitical, nonracial, a body of loyal, reliable men of mature age and with experience from all

1 Force Order 158.
2 The NonggaiMarch 1939, p.263.
3 SANDF ArchivesA.G. 1, Box 114, file 648/1, Enc. A.
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Branches of the Servi€ Their Transvaal Command chairman wrote to Colon&l\@nter, DFC,
Officer Commanding Witwatersrand Corand and asked to be attached to the Union Defence Forces
as a Legion of Frontiersmelm his letter of 7 March 1938 the Area Commandant stated they would
serve in any branch of the Service, preferably agatirAircraft unit. The letter was submitted tthe
Adjutant General whaeplied that he hadnoted their request, but stated that if and whenAnti-
Aircraftunits were formedthey would form part of the Active Citizen Force.

From Durban came a letter from\®. Hammond, also a member of the liegof Frontiersmen he

referred to these troublesome timeQand felt that he and many other esoldiers should offer
themselves to prepare for an emergency. He obviously passed his thoughts to the Mieeli&tar
published an article under the headirgnti-Aircraft Defence announcing thaXofficial recognition of

the Legion as a body to be useddinti-Aircraftdefence would be gazetth y y 204 Y2 NB (Kl y
time. The paper said it provided for taking over the Legion as a military body and the Minisiét wo
shortly sign a paper to this effect. When questioned by Natal Command on the instructions of the
Adjutant GeneralHammond said he had been badly misquotethe matter seems to have ended

there.

Techncal Ability

Thecoastl gunners of theRoyal Gaison Artillery had prior to World War One become proficient at
the calculation of gun data and the ability to hitmaoving target, and it was reckoned the same
proficiency was required of those who operatéditi-Aircraft guns. Hence the two forms of guniyer
were allied.As in most gunnery, the application Ahti-Aircraftfire was both a science and an art and
the nature of the target presented special problems. There was no benefit in being able to range onto a
target - Anti-Aircraft gunnery involved soméechnical ability and this had an interesting effect on
attitudes within the Royal Artillerin the interwar years The majority of officers and senior NCOs had
been trained in the traditional methodsf direct firewhich wasapplied by ranging anthen correcting

the fall of shot by observation. This knowledge could not be applied for engigiagoving targets in
space.For accurate, predicted, aimefire at a moving target in the air a number of variable factors
had to be resolved into correctionBeflections had to be calculated and ballistic adjustments made to
secure a firsround hit, if possibleThe state of wear of the guns and accurate calibration was
essential.Few officers had studied the art of computation to enable them to achieve & only
coastl gunners had thability to do sa

The art of predicting fire against a constantly moving target was new. Early instructoriiaircraft
gunnery may have been sketchy but there was nevertheless a strong antipathy to the limited
knowledgye of Anti-Aircraftfire control. Many Field Artillery officers, particularly senior officers, thought
horsemanship far more important than technical gunnery and this attitude was to persist for many
years.But there were a few who accepted the new methaglenlike the gunner officer who advised

his son not to follow him into the Regiment sineéh the advent of mathematics t&ield Artilleryit

was no longer a profession for gentlemen.

There is the welknown story ofthe old Battery Commandemwho distaned as newfangled nonsense
WYSGS2NR 06SHFIKSND GSfSIANIYaszZ |yR RBatkrRédy (KS
morning after breakfast when smoking his first cigar of the day. Having watched the smoke curl up into

the air of Flanders for some/imy dzl Sa KS g2dzZ R aASyR FT2NJ KAa 3Idzy L
O2NNBOUGAZ2Y F2NJ d2RIFe& A& fSTFd mn YAydziSas I RR wmpr

But it was not so in th&€oast Artillerywhose officers who found themselves in the Royal Garrison
Artillery without any hoe of a transfer to the Field Branchiheyresigned themselves to learning all
about gunnery. They learned from the Royal Navy to calibrate their guns, to make the technical

Ibid., Box 114, Enc. 1.
Ibid.

Ibid., file 648/2, Enc. 3.
Gunners at Warp.36
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allowance for curvature of the eartthey learnt aboutcharge temperatureanddroop, and the effect

of wind direction on the flight of a sheland they slowly came to appreciate that prediction,
calibration and correction of the moment and many other facets of technical gunnery could enable
them to achieve every hopef a first roundhit on an enemy shiwith their coast gunsThey took this
knowledge with them to France and Flanders in 1915.

Thusit was because of the technical ability of the coalsgunner, thatAnti-Aircraft gunnery with its
new technologyfound a home in the R@y Garrison ArtilleryThe Royal Garrison Artillery hattior to
World War Onebecome proficient at calculation of gun data and the ability to hit a target, and it was
reckoned the same proficiency was required of those who operateiitAircraft guns. Knce the two
forms of gunnery were alliedAnd when the Union Defence Forces eventually formed the Argi-
Aircraft Battery, it was natural that it became part of th€oast Artilleryorganisation in the Cape
Peninsulaas a unit of the Coast ArtilleryiBade despite the decision in the mitb30s to attach it to

the Artillery School

LG o6l a o0& wmopoy (1y26y oKIFIG GKS LINRoftSYya ogSNB 27
YOLIPKD |G | KSAIKUG e BESWMA mMGaH/RA, instrtid Silinne2yNat the 2Niery Q
School, Roberts Heighiscluded this iman articlehe wrote forThe Nonggagentitled: A Few Aspects of

Fy ! NIAtf SNEnYhich Dedevatedhak § gageIdthe complex problems Afti-Aircraft

gunnery emphasiggtK I & G KS {(Sey230S 27T IlafdithatinNdti-Airgraftysdllerg | & Wi
thiswas essential, especially on instruments. He made a point too, of stating the men working on the
Predictor and the Height findeg both requiring skillg must be kepttogether as a tear.It was a

matter of theory to officers and men of the South African Artillery as there wasAnd-Aircraft
equipment in the country, and nor would there be for a few months.

A Floating Fort

On 23 March 1939%irow, with great fanfarerevealed that asrbm 1 SeptemberCape Townwith
Parliament and members in will enjoy the protection of the MonitdErebuswhich is armed with 1.5

inch gun¥’ Placed at the disposal of the Union Government as part and parcel of the coastal defence
organisation, he stated that the monitdtrebuswas to be reconditioned by the SA Government at a
02ad 2F mMmann nnnX YR ¢2dzZ Bnd Wi faughtér from membars, beA y 3 W
said Xas long as it held togeth&rHe did not tell Paihment that he had requested the Admiralty to
remove all theAnti-Aircraftguns (fourteen) then on the shipexcept twoof the 3.7-inch guns before

it sailed for South Africade did not intend that a crew be kept on board as he did not wish it to be
known as a shipThe Minister went on to explain that his second fve&S | NJ LJ |y G2 0224ai
defences, introduced in 1936, would be completed in 19%heseplans had hardly begun to
materialiseby the time war broke out iseptember 193%s a reslt of problems with financeand a
consequent delay in the implementation of planning proposals

Mr Pirow stated thatWith the exception oAnti-Aircraft Artillery which was rather difficult to obtain

at present...other arrangements for coastal defenaere well in handHe said that coastal defence

was being given priority over orders placed in Britain for defence equiptérite Minister had

never at any stage in the last few years mentioned that the Defence Force had in 1936 budgeted for
a Battery of Anti-Aircraft guns at a cost of £15 000 (less than was paid for the same guns due to
arrive in Cape Town in April 1938),that he had placed an embargo on the original ortfesr, that

two 9.2-inch guns delivered in 1937 had been lying on the quaysidable Bay for two years while

he had negotiated with the Admiraltp secure the Erebus

8 The NonggaiNovember 1938, p. 1132.

9 lbid.

10 Hansard, Vol 33, 1939.

11 Cape Times 24.3.1939.

12 bid.

13 SANDF Archives, CGS Gp 1, Box 63, file G 96/1.
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WSLERNIAY3A 2y GKS aAyAradSNna aLISGeeKTimasyotetd theNE A | Y S
remarks made about thénti-Aircraft guns, and made other commenabou the new fiveyear plan

The programme further involved additional sigri@mpanies motor transports, chemical warfare

defence unit, three A.C.Artillery Batteries oneAnti-Aircraft Battery, which was not very modern but

would provide experience endaid Anti-Aircraft gunners to use any kind éinti-Aircraft gun, anAnti-
Aircrafta S NOKf A AK({i* aSOGA2Y | yYRX®

aSlkysKAf ST { 2AmiArcrdftFuNsiweére abdut t& akrivg G

3-inch 20cwt Anti-Aircraft Gun

The 3inch 20cwt gun was accepted foresvice in March 1914 as the commaémti-Aircraft gun for

both the Royal Navy and the British Army. Andtbhe end of the Great War it had supplanted all other
extemporisedAnti-Aircraft guns. It was light, had a good rate of fire, rapid traverse and a good
elevation. Designed for a static mounting it was later developed to a variety of mobile or towed
platforms. As aircraft performance increased it could no longer meet requirements but was not
actually declared obsolete until 1946. It is doubtful if any guBritish service has ever had so many
different varieties of ammunition issued as this dartused throughout the First World War it was
again used during World War Two. It had lasted so long because there were so many of them. Two
hundred and seventy ofi KS&S 3Jdzya FAE{fSR GKS 3IFLI Ay . NRGFAY
sufficient 3.7s.

The 3inch was the first purposbuilt gun for use with dield Army. Its weight in action was 6 Ollis

and elevation limits were minus 10 to plus 90 degregse gun fired a shell of 16.5 Ibs and with a

muzzle velocity of 2 000 ft/sec had a maximum horizontal range of 12 400 yards, a maximum ceiling of

25 200ft and an effective ceiling of 15 708fA good detachment could achieve a rate of fire oflB5

rounds pe& minute with the fixed ammunitiorr an essential feature of mogtnti-Aircraft guns. Rear

mounted trunnions reduced the clearance above grognaeeded at high angles. The cradle carried

an oiHilled buffer and sprindoaded recuprator. Two layers, opeating hand wheels, traversed and
elevated the gun through a full circle and up to 90 degrees elevation. fiheh 20 cwt gun was
NHZA3ISRX aAYLX S FyR NBtAFIG6EST Ayaildlydate NBO23IyAa
barrel.

The firstAnti-Aircraft guns seen in South Africa were of this typéter arrival at Cape Town in April

the new equipment was given maximum publicity and the guns were shown to the South African
public on Union Day, 31 May 1939, when they formed part of a militarsidqeain Adderley Streét.

Theeight 3inch 20cwt gunswere2 Y Y20 At S Y2dzy Ay 3az 60GKSe& $SNB NJ
andthe six modern 6dnch HCD searchlights weoeiginally stored in the gun park at the Castle, but

the Coast Artillery Brigadmdvised the Cape Command on 30 June 1939 they were to be moved to the
Brooklyn Aerodrome, probablyso they would be convenient anid preparationfor a forthcoming
Anti-Aircraftcourse

14 Cape Times24.3.1939, p.12.

15 British and American Artillery of World War Tywpp 104106
16 |bid., p.104.

17 The NongqaiQctober 1939, p.1059.
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Figure 8: After the Union Da{y Parade atréen Point the guns were again shown ta the public in Addérley Street, Cape Town

According to a letter addressed to the Quartermaster General on 3 Augustcli®@lequipment was
stored in a hangar and in a building recently purchased from Affigcan AirTransport Coy. Ltdat
Brooklyn Aerodromg(in 1926,a civilian airport on the outskirts of Cape Town amuav Air Force Base
Ysterplaat)® All their accompanying storesncludng identification telescopesAnti-Aircraft, height
finders, U.B.7Anti-Aircraft, andsoundlocatorswere also stored there TheOfficer CommandinGape

- 4 Command in his communication to the QMG stated that north side of the
aerodrome abuts on the municipal Brooklyn residential district and it was
considered an urgent necessity ththe buildings on the aerodrome be
protected by barbed wire fencing. He had obtained two quotations: one
for barbed wire entanglements at £361 and another for a single upright
fence with a sloping top bracket at £175. He considered the later suitable.

The First AntiAircraft Course
There was little delay in learning all there was to know about the new
Anti-Aircraftequipmen.
Apart from Mapr L J Klootwyk there was probably rone else in the
country with anyreal knowledge of the new gund.en Klootwk had
attended a Long Gunnery Course (Field, Coast andMmatiaft) in England

7 . from September 1937 to October 182ind was course commander for a
Figure 9: Major L.J. Kiootwyk 41 day (working dayjnti-Aircraft course whichwas scheduled to take

place at Brooklyn Aerodrome from 3lyitio 16 Septembed 9391° He was

assisted by Warrant Office Joubemid Sgt Poolmarsgt Houston of the Royal Army Ordnance Corps
was on hand to assist with the instrumenfsThe object was taurgently train Permanent Force
instructorson the newAnti-Aircraft guns and associated equipmenline officers and 25 other ranks
¢ all coastl Gunners ¢ and according to The Nonqgafi October1939, it included'¥ome of the old
CAB men who were transferred back frafoortrekkerhoogte®' Immediately before this aumber of
NCOs from coasBatteries but including a few members ofsfi Medium Battery, attended a
preliminary twenty-day courseof training on the Predictgrand as HeighEinder specialistdMajor
Jefrey, CaptainMeister andLieutenant Garlickalso atended the lectures and gun and predictor grill
before going to their civilian occupations at.@0am daily 2

8 The Argus, 24.2.1995.

19 SANDF Archives, CAB, Box 37.

20 The NongqgaiOctober 1939, p. 1059.

21 The NongqaiOctober 1939

22 Handwritten notes provided by the late Major N Garlick, in possession of the author, p. 3,
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Apart from all nine availableCoast Artilleryofficers attended the courseOne officer- Captain and
T/Major G.J. Prinsloo was present for avfelays before reporting sickihose that didincluded
Lieutenants IW. May, G. Dunbar Moodie and N.G. (Nick) Wessels andhe newly commissione@nd
Lieutenants .S (Bruce) GuilfordD. (Doug) LoftusM.E Anderson,G.A. De KockD.E Peddle andCD.
Stark. LieutenantColonel Cilliersvas also present when able to so. Their withdrawal from normal
duties to attend the course meant thdhe defences of the greatest naval base in the Southern
Hemispherewas for a short whilein July 1939 in the care o& handful ofLance Bombardies and
gunnersunder the command ofraequallynewly commissioned &d LieutenantLG.F. (Louig Wolf. All

the new officershad only been commissioned on 1 Mart®39. Louis Wolf was about to be relieved
by aCaptainand temporay Major who wouldsoon return fromsickleave.

All nine officers passed with good markdetween 81.36 and 90.9 per centlieutenant Graham
DunbarMoodie being edged out of top spot by@ Lieutenant.S (Bruce) Guilford by a mere 0.4 per
cent. Onlysixteenother ranks passed the qualifying 60 per cent mark. Of the specialist ¢aixse
other ranks qualified as predictor spialists and six as height findetseutenant ColoneCilliers
Commanderof the Coast Artillery Brigadegaid tribute to all those on the courseson their
adaptability, keenness anthe general standard of intelligence of the memberBheir previous
training had been that of coasitgunners®

International developments cut the course by a week andds hurriedly terminated on 30 August,

the live shell practice being cancelled. Nine of diiger rankparticipants failed to qualify and this was
consdered good as the nature @&nti-Aircraft gunnery involved infinitely more technical theory. The
complicated problem of trying to hit an aircraft flying at 200 miles per hour was solved by the

t NEBRAOG2NE WXI YINBSt 2F Y2RQINFKAOKSYOE] By RdzK dzOE
a most complicated trigonometrical and ballistical problem, and offers the answer as data for the
Jdza¢KS RIEGE 61 & TSR -thedl2 WKE &S00eichdipizéidd th&o2yfof tBed
Predictor led one partularSergeantMl 22 NJ (2 0 St & d&ratéi o payi in dnd sidd, yh& X
number of days in the month on the other side, and turned the férekls proportional to his beer

drinking ability, it would solve his monthly pay budéet

In an approvd Scheme of Development produced in August but included with a letter dated 4
September 1939, the Director of Coast Artillery noted, among mention of otheralakfences, that

twelve 3.7#inch guns and fivAnti-Aircraft searchlights would be availablerfthe defence of Table Bay

Il FND2dzNE A GK F2dzNJ aAYAf NI Idzya yR F2debdhal Sl NOKC
accountsthe equipment had not yet been ordered.

An AntiAircraft Organisation

In April 193 the Adjutant Generalwrote to anumber of addressees and informed them that steps
had been taken for the establishment séven new unitg; including Bt Anti-Aircraft Batterywhich

was intended should be establishéam 1 July 193%ubject to the passing of the estimat&sThe
estimates were approved. Thist Anti-Aircraft Battery South African Artillery, the first formainti-
Aircraft unit to be formed, wasW¥Sa (i 6 f A & KSR ad ayuit ofRie AdtideyCitifes Rofze
backdatedwith effect from 1 April 1934 In accordance witlpolicy current at the time,the Battery

wasl diltedQunit, with a small number of Permanent NCOs, drawing its Active Citizen Force recruits
from the University of Cape Town. Inclutdén its establishment was a section énti-Aircraft
searchlights.

23 SANDF Archives, CAB, Box 37.

24 The NongqaiOctober 1939, p. 1059.

25 |bid.

26 |pid.

27 SANDF Archives, CGS War, Box 60/file 93/1/A.
28 G.N. No. 333, and G.N. No. 789, 9.6.1939
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TS FANBG RIE 2F WdzZ & ¢gla GKS FANARG RFe 2F (GKS D
year that ACF recruitsvho were always medically examined in Janudrggan their four yeastint of

peace training. On 30 June annually those who @l Y LJt SG SR GKSANI F2dzNJ &SI N&
discharged. It was policy in those yegrand until about 1953, that personnel of Citizen Force units

KFFR G2 0SS NBaARSyid Ay GKS @GAOAYyAGE 27F rdiHeSW NI dzy A
Bdtery, who were engineering or medical students of the University of Cape Towimgse who

remained on strength, quite suddenly found themselves in the AetirAircraft Battery.

Major SH. (Stan) Jeffrey, a Cape Town attorney, originally commissiartedCape Garrison Artillery
from the rank ofgunnerin July 1931, was first posted t;m@ Heavy Battery but, typical of the Coast
Artillery Brigade, there were many intenit transfers. From 12 February 1936 he was promoted as
Battery Commander, 8d Medium Batteryand when the headquarters of riti Medium Battery was
transferred to the Artillery School in late 1936, he was transferrethéonewly establishe@rd Heavy
Battery. The Heavy Battery was transferred to East London with effect from 1 Octobef 4888
after some time on the Generdlist Stan Jeffreythen a substantiveCaptain but with the temporary
rank of Major, was appointed as Battery Commandest JAnti-Aircraft Battery. He became a
substantiveMajor from 12 August 1939, fter being officially transferred to the newAnti-Aircraft
Battery from 1 July®® With him went Captain ®V. Meister, who had previously commandedstl
Medium Batteryand prior to that had reached the rank &rgeant in Natal Field Artillery before
being transferred to CapeoWwn. Two Lieutenans, N.M. (Neil) GarlicKof 3rd Heavy Battery)and CD.
Stark, a short service Permanent Force offieerre also moved to the nevnti-Aircraft Battery. The
four officers occupied the posts oBattery Commander Battery Captain and secion officers
respectively. Abouthirty Permanent Force NCOs and gunners formed part of the unit stréhdithe
Battery offices were in the New Drill Hall in Tennant Street, Cape Tewoad now occupied by a
bridgewhichspansthe railway linesrom SirLowry Roado the Foreshore area.

AnHonoraryColonelto the Battery- Professor Theodore le Roux, MA., D.. Littas appointed with
effect from 25 October 1939but no one, except possibMajor Jeffrey, seemed to know anything
about the appointment, last of all the adjutant

i\ 3

Figurels. Of fi cers and s eni oFinchN20 G AntiAtrcrafi gunsiatmight io late 198%e new 3

2 G.N. No0.1756, 28.10.1938

%0 F.0. 2067.

31 Notes by the late Neil Garlick in possession of the author
%2 G.N. No. 1915 1.12.19309.
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CHAPTERSIX

WAR IS DECLARED

hy Hy !'LINARE wmdo > sfifsarddlAntidAirctaffgirs ekcludingz8kkny LiF axd et Q
sister gun ¢ arrived at Cape Town, Hitler announced that all agreements with Poland were ended and
GKFG +Eft KS 6FyiSR FNRY . NRGIAY ¢6Fa GKS NBGdzNY
This tme there was no mistaking his intentiortde had in the previous year taken personal command

of German forces in the field and marched them into Austria and announced\tisehluss; the

Union of Austria andGemanyA y 12 | WDNXB I { B Nay DéambuncgdK w § A @K QINE g2 O
decisionto destroy Czechoslovakiand by Octoberthe Sudentenland(the western and most
industrialised province of Czechoslovakia) was his. In March 1939 his troops drove out of the
Sudentenlandand occupied Prague and thehet whole of Bohemia and Moravia. Czechoslovakia
ceased to exist. Within days it became obvious that Poland was another targepughout April and

May, while Hitler and Mussolini announced a treaty which bound ltaly and GermanyVarctaof

{ G S S tevas aigrkabdeal of ambassadorial activity in Europe. It was to no avail.

Legacy of Colonial rule

Thelegacyof2 f 2y Al f NHzZ S Ay {2dzikK ! TNRAOI KIFIR NBadzZ G§SR
political and military structures. Britain and thenidn of South Africag together with Australia,

Canada and New Zealandhared the same Monarch as official head of stated the Union Jack was
adAtt 2yS 2F GKS O2dzyiNBQa ylFdAz2ylf FtlF3ad 14 0
called)the audience stood while God Save the King was played. The Union Defence Forces were to all
intents, British¢ in uniforms, customs and language.

Many Afrikaanspeaking South Africargsincludingmany in the Defence Forces, felt no strong bond

with Britain; the AngleBoer War was still fresh in the memories of many, and those memories were
nurtured by the extremists. The war which by now everyone believed would caras a hotly

debated issugmany hotheads and adventurers were looking forward to it.eTRrime Minister

General Hertzogbelieved firmly that the Statute of Westminster signed in 1934, assured South

' TNAOF Q& ldzizy2Ye YR AYy Mooy KS?2shoul8Ritain &ner / | 0 Ay
a war with Germany. His arent wasbased on the questiantWhy should Britain, the only country

to have attacked South Africa be supported in a war against Germargpountry that had shown only
friendship?

' FGSNI GKS /1 SOKe@awrtarIhut§had a cHahgd OfAhBa®;yhBeleved that Nazi

Germany was a threat twvorld freedom angdconsequentlyto South Africa. He felt morally obliged to

join Britain in stopping German aggression, but would not, prior to September 1939, interfere in
Defence matters. He could not before thesk a break in the CabinéSmuts was deeply disturbed by

the political divisions within the country and later, when as Prime Minister he delivered his 1939 end
of-the-year message he referred to excessive party poligiss ..{ 2 dzil K ! T NA Ctio@ala LINB'Y
industry. It is no longer an open or debatable question...instead of uniting round our leadership we do

our best to break it dowrlPeopleQ KS &d4RRR y2 0 &a4SSY (G2 KI @S NBFfAAS
at war?®

The Chronological Atlas of World War, Ip. 2.

The Eebus Scheme, p 71.

Ibid., p 79.

Interview Orpen/Waterson, notes by Col NND Orpen, 11.2.1964.
A Country at Warp 53.
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Hostilities begin

At dawn onl September 1939VehrmachtDivisiors crossed the border into Poland supported by an

Air Forceof over 3500 aircraft; and in South Africa mingled anxiety and excitement were hourly
AYONBIF&ASR 0608 dzy OSNIFAyGe | 02dzi inEdrépemMBidINEIMSY (1 Q&
Hall in Johannesburg a crowd gathered to wait for news. Parliament was fortuitously gathering in Cape
Town to pass a Bill to prolong the life of the Senate. There was not a sign Bfahashat had been

promised would be avkble to protect Table Bay. At 10.@dn that Saturdaythe first South African

Governor General, the Hoisir Patrick Duncarinformally opened Parliament. The Senate Bill was
quickly disposed of and the House adjourned until Monday 4 September.

In Britdn at about midday on Sunday, 3 September 1939, thousands the world over listened to the
words of the British Prime Minister:

| am speaking to you from the Cabinet Room in No. 10 Downing .Stigist morning the British
Ambassador in Berlin handed to terman Government a Final Note stating that, unless we heard
FNRY GKSY o6& mMm 2Q0f201 dKIFG (GKS@ $SNB LINBLI NBR
would exist between us. | have to tell you that no such undertaking has been received, and
corsequently this country is at war with Germany

CNIyOSs bSs6 %SItlyR FyYR !d&aGNIEALF AYYSRALFGSER |3

The South African Government was still bound by the 1921 Agreement to defend the Royal Naval Base

F 4 { A swhynQagust, dring the critical period that immediately preceded the outbreak of war

on 3 September, i1 S| @& . FGGSNR 4 {AY2yQa ¢26y o1 a GKSN
far as circumstances would permit. The normal peace time strengtheoBatterywas increased by

the transfer oftwenty men from the Special Service Brigade \aortrekkerhoogte bringing the

strength up to four officers and 106 other ranks under the commandCaptain(T/Major) GJ

Prinsloo.

Declaration of War

On thatfirst Monday of the war in Europe, crowds milled about in Parliament Street. Only ap00

was a vote taken in the House of Assembly, andeGd#h SNIi T 2 3 Q& Yilligréngec FE2 NJ Yy 2 )
never mentioned neutrality; was defeated by 80 votes to 67. Naday he tendered his resignation.

The Governor General decided to call upon Smuts to form a new Government. The House met and
prorogued until 13 Decembehut that afternoon, 6 September 1939, South Africa declared war on
Germany It was said that when ier heard of the South African declaration of war against Germany,

he laughed,knowing that the country had no armed force to speak of.

Gen Hertzog said on 6 September that @@hSmuts had debased the freedom of the nation and was
...a prostitution d the policy enunciated by the United Party so often and with such empghasis
terms of that policy the Cabinet had undertaken not to let South Africa take part in any European war
unless the vital interests of South Africa were at stake.

When war was dclared South Africa waalmosttotally unprepared.There vere about 352 officers

and 5 033 other ranks in the Permanent Force @h8 officers many, no doubt were administrative,

technical and stores personnel. The Active Citizen Force of 13 490 k| weas neither trained nor

equipped for warNot allin the armed forces SNBE Ay Tl @2dz2NJ 2F (GKS ! yAz2yQ
There was really nothing in the way of material of war to speakhefe was for instance only one

RIF&Qa | YYdzysvpidcesyt Fefd2milleryi -alSof World War One vintagein the natior@

armoury, a number ofwhich wereeither obsolete orunserviceableTheFReld Artillery could count on

5 South Africa at Warp 23.
7 Hostilities Only p 1.
8 The Cape Argus, 6.9.1939.
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only 65 guns for operations, compared with the 97 possessed by the Boes fart89%. There were
two obsolete medium tanks, two obsolete armoured cars and only twty 3-inch mortarsinstead
of 548that wererequired

Other Infantry weapons werealso in extremely short supply; there eve no real naval vessels
although the 8 Naval Service did existvith three officers and three ratings on strengtimd the Air
Forcewas operating with a motley collection of aircrafthe coastBatteries those that existed in
¢FrofS . & Iy Roulf hovt yully nantepandfiEre were only the eightAnti-Aircraft
gunsof World War One vintagm the country

Mobilisation of 1st Anti-Aircraft Battery

No steps had been takey the Union Defence Forcésr a general mobidiation, concentration of
troops or post mobifiation training. But Lieutenant Colonel Had Cilliers,Commanderof the Coask
Artillery Brigade, whpone writer has described as having existence strandg apart from the rest of
the Permanent Forcandthe Active Citizen Forcbadwarnedthe heavyBatteriesof the possibility of
war two weeks before the outbreak of hostilities. And he had made his own preparations, far removed
from those of the CGS in Pretoria‘ghecautionary perio@vas declared o027 Augustwith a call for
volunteers to come in immediately aan emergency basiancewar was declaredVarning Order No.

1 was issued on 1 September with instructions to moweenfthe Precautioney to the War Stage at
any hour; Precautionary Manning Coast Defence Order N@m<issued on 3 September and all leave
was cancelled. Telephones began ringing in hoatlegound the Cape Peninsula and spbafore the
declaration of war by the South African Governmesfficers and men began reporting to the coast
Batteries™®

Members of the t Medium Battery, $t Anti-Aircraft Battery and Cape Garrison Artillery were among
those called up, ostensibly for trainiggvith no authority for pay on a full time basik.few officers of
somelnfantry units were also calledpfor service.

Major Stan Jeffrey CaptainMeister and Lieutenant Neil Garlick ofstL Anti-Aircraft Battery were
amongthe officers unofficially mobilisednd Wemployed wholdgime in connection with the war and
attached to the Permanent Foé&' with effect from 4 September 1939, two days before SouthcAfri
declared war on Germanyhey were provided with an office in the New Drill HRlere was nothing
Captain Meisterthe Battery Captain could do to organise anythirat all,and so he went back to his
duties in the Cape Provincial Education Departmésnporarily as it turned outOn 5 September he
walked over the Grand Parade to the Castle and found that theresit$o official mobilisation
policy insofar as st Anti-Aircraft Battery was concerned, in fact there was no policy for any ACF unit.
He was, however, sent to Wynyard Battery where he found Major Jeffrey and a number of other
officerswho had been called up and weadout toreturn to their civilian occupations. Meister was in
Government service and could only obtain release from employnom production of an official
instruction from the Union Defence Forces. It was some days after this that mobilisatich Atk
Aircraft Battery was ordered. By about 1 December, after an official letter from the Commanding
Officer Ist Anti-Aircraft Battery, Captain Meister was back with his uit the Rosebank show
grounds where the unitwas in the throes of being formedheBatteryboasted an Honorary Colonel
which no one appears to have known about; but Government Notice No. 1832 of 1 Decen38er 10
recorded the appointment of Professor Theodore le Roux, MA, D LitHicamrary Cabnel 1st A.A.
BatteryQwith effect from 25 October 1939When questioned about the appointment after the war it
came as a surprise to a senior officer, who vowed hendicknow nothing of the professor.

Theattachmentof ACF and CGF personteethe Permanent Force did not last lariRyoclamation No.
210,1939 made it known that all who joined up for filme service would serve in the ACF or the
CGF. Government Noé No. 1936 of 1 December 1939 made it clear that Permanent Force personnel
could be employed in the ACF with temporary rahkhey volunteered for fultime war service. They

®  South Africa at Warpp. 31,32.
10 From notes made by Colonel N.N.D. Orpen and now in possession of the author.
11 SANDF Archives, Supplement to Force Orders, UDFO No..1, 9.2.1940
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would be seconded to the ACF and would receive pay and allowances accorttedr substantive
Permanent Force rank or ACF rank, whichever was the greater.

Weeks afterthe official declaration of war by South African 6 September 1939 st Anti-Aircraft
Battery, South African Artillery, received orders to mebiland toimmedately increase strength to
full war establishment oélevenofficers and 299 other rank3he first volunteer recruit, who arrived
on 1 October dressed in a white pith helilmevas Ai Reece (nickamed Ali). He was aged about 32
years and was soon commissed?!? Other recruits followed in a slow trickle, later described by the
adjutant, Lieutenant Garlickl & W& énfl IfRBe@ember the number of volunteers had risen
considerably.All were housed irbarrackrooms on an upper floorabove the Inner Squaref the
Castle.

Recruiting marches

Recruiting marches were held in the city in Novembertt in Decembethe Cape Field Artillery began
a successful recruiting campaign, assisted by The Wanddter daily columnist ofThe Argusand
droves of men volurgered for this old and weknown Cape Town unit. The barrack roomsre
hardly adequate for both theéAnti-Aircraft unit and thefield gunners It was therefore decidedto
guarter the Anti-Aircraft Battery and its Troop of searchlightsat Bamboesvlei, Wyrdrg, but apart
from the immediate provision of accommodation for tBattery, extensions were to be provided for
the whole of Bt Ant-Aircraft Brigade when called up for ftilne service. The estimate for
accommodationwas based omn authorisedtotal of 45 officers and 1.99 other rankdor an upto-
strengthheavyAnti-Aircraft Brigade

Accommodation at Bamboesvleilater referred to as Ottery proved insufficient Accommodation
wastherefore hired from the Western Province Agricultural Societythe Batteryeventuallymoved
out of the Castle into old buildinga the lower portion of theSociety2 show groundsat Rosebank
Today the area is occigd by theRhodes Recreatio@round, the Middle Campus and residences of
the University of Cape Towand partly byWoolsack Drivelt is on the upper portion of this ground
that an old and dilapidatednemorial to those lost on thess Mendi on 21 February 1917Avas
discovered in 2010Neil Garlickvas quarteredn a bank andas there was no transparhe and other
officers used their own vehicles, paying for petrol themselves. As the days went on, more and more
officers were recruited. Among them were lan Campbell, Ro8sS RIpton and FVIok. lieutenantl.S
Guilford and DH. Loftus, both Permanentdfce officers, were posted to the uriit DecemberDoug
Loftusdid not remain- y WIOQ R Brapf th& Md months; he was a qualified pilas were all
former Permanent Forceadets, and he transferred to the Air Forcewhere helater servedin Italy as
Colonel D.H. Loftus, DFC, D& Wing Commander, 7 ing, SAAF.

The Anti-Aircraft capability of the Defence Force wdssturbing.A formal organisation was virtually
non-existent The only equipment in the country were theght 3-inch 20 cwt gunsf 1918 vintage
upgraded as far as was possibteat had arrived in April 193%ogether withsix searchlightslraining
neverthelessbegan onthe guns and technical equipmeniost of the Permanent Force men on
strength of theBrigadevolunteered toremain in an ACF capacity and were able to train the new
recruits. Drawingon memory, Lieutenant¢ later Major Neil Garlick rememberedWO2 van Aswegan,
Sergeant Niewoudt, Bombardier du Pez and Lance Bombardiers Swart and Erasmsinstructors
Therewere about ten gunnerslThere washo drill book oranyinstructional manual for the searchlights

¢ an entirely new piece of equipment insofar as the Defence Force was concewrethe Lister
generators Fortunately, Sergeant Major Andersora British REIE SergeantMajor who was on
secondment to the Union Defence Force to assist in the electrical work involved in the emplacement
of coast gunswas made availablédehad to rely on his memory to provide instructiéh.

The buildingson the show ground$ioused the mobilsation depot for Anti-Aircraft personnelfor a
number of months They were hired from the Western Province Agricultural Society for the princely

12 Notes by the late Neil Garlick in possession of the author.
13 bid.
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sum of £20 (R40) per monthvhile the Batterywas thereProfessorTheodore le Roux, M., D. Litt.,
was appointed Honorary Colohd®ackdated to25 October 1939*

First Touch of War

While at the show grounddst AntiAircraft Battery had two brief periods of interesither than

training. InDecember, with coagBatterieskeenly aware of a posdiattack by the German poek
battleshipGraf Spegthen prowling the southern African coastal araad being sought by the SA Air
Force-the German lineiVatussi,endeavouring to slip back to Germany from Lourenco Marques, was
sightedby an aircraft orpatrol, 160 km south of Cape PoirfShe was forced to stop; passengers and
crew entered the lifeboats and the ship was set on fire to prevent it falling into Allied hands. Survivors
GSNBE fFYRSR i {AY2Yy Q& ¢ 2 ¢y dassen§eFsmBeecomddatedi inA y (i 2
the old barracks at Wynberg cangpwhere they wereguarded by theAnti-Aircraft gunners whose

rifles had no bayonets and honore than a couple of rounds of ammunitiemmong them In those

early days of Decembgihe Batterywasalsocalled upon to mount ainti-Aircraft searchlight on the
{2dziK I N¥Y 2F /LIS ¢2¢6y KIFIND2dzNJ G2 WwWaLkRd A4 AF 0
GNE YR aAy| akKA EArmadmgnt dohsisisd oftazadwamobirzed 18pdbiizld gun

and an equally ancient searchlighthich had burned outind required repairThose nominated for

this task spent a very wet, cold nightthe seO | f BaGdRQ ¥ O the BaBouriedtrance.

A Full Brigade
When, onl February 1940the Coast Artilley Brigade was replaced by the Cape Peninsula Brigade
whichwastoO2 y G NRf 2yfeé& (GKS ¢F-ofS .F& FYyR {AY2syQa ¢2

Anti-Aircraft Training Brigade withsf, 2nd and 3d Anti-Aircraft Training Batterie¥.First AntiAircrat
Battery was enlarged to a fuBrigadeof three Batteries!” with an increased authorised strengémd,
from the same date @d Anti-Aircraft Brigade was established. They were? (igpoitked and
Sa il o finkefinfé SIRMD separate Government Noticeme of whichwas dated 1 Marckand did
not includeeither a BrigadeHeadquartersnor a Searchlight Batterwhile the second\otice on 12
April, '8 detailed the entirestructure of eactunit. They were both intended to be heavgegimens and
the war establisiment of both 1st and 2hd Anti-Aircraft Brigadegrovided for three eighgun 3.7inch
Batteries and a fulBatteryof 18 searchlightdncluding attached personndbut excluding a Workshop
Troop, the total personnel being 54 officensdal440 other ranksin practice 3.4nch guns would not
be available for many monthend 2hd Anti-Aircraft Brigade was soon placetteadon a lightBrigade
establishment

Anti-Aircraft Guns
CNRAGEFAY QA FTANRG LINGhRfabiory Sapagity waseleilely steiched; bR SoF dily O S
that - Britain needed the raw material with which to manufacture equipment and shipping resources
were also stretched to breaking strain. There would very soon be a priority system in place for
shipping war supplie®Britain had earkr made arrangements for the production of the 40 mm Bofors
but it was not until 1941 that these guns began to come off the production line in any quantity.
Although an ordeifrom South Africdor 24 mobile guns3.7-inch guns are said to have beptaced
immediately before war beganrecords indicate that the order was only placed in February 1940
when a comprehensive order for the supply Aif Defence equipment was placed through the office
of the High Commissioner, Londofhe order included:
122  3.7-inch mobileAnti-Aircraftguns complete with spares, section stores for 60 sections,
andBatterystores for fifteenBatteries
60 Predictors
60 Height and Range Finders No. 3 (9 ft instruments)
108 LightAnti-Aircraft guns (40 mm Bofors) complete Wwispares, to equip fivBatteries
and the requisite number of Kerrison Predictors

4 G.N. No. 1915, 1.12.1939

15 Notes by the late Neil Garlick, p. 5, in possession of the author
18 F.0. 168.

17 G.N. 333, 1.3.1940.

18 G.N. 569, 12.4.1940.
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No equipment could be spared by Britain and for some time only a trickllel be released. Enquiries
were therdore made for a supply from America.

The Coast Artillery BligRS ¢ a Wil LIISRQ Ta (derNBufeNaiColéne)delki o6 KSy
took command of the Brigade at the Rosebank Shawnds, personnel were slow in coming forward
CoastBattery Commandes did not encourage members to transfetue to the ineypediency of

depleting detachments on the gunStan Jefiey, apart from beingBrigade Commander was also

Battery Commanderof 1st Anti-Aircraft Battery. The rd Battery was commanded by CaptainVié

Meister and the third by Captain. Batho, while Lieuteant Neil Garlick¢ the erswhile adjutantc
commanded the &rchlightBattery.®

The Agreement of Lease signed between the Public Works Department and the Agricultural Society
specified that the buildings occupied bgt AA Brigade would be vacated in tirfag them to be used

for the annual Rosebandgricultural)Show. As time went by and there was no sign of the gunners
moving out pressure was placed on Public Wpaksl the Society was almost threatening to sue the
Government. The Show was the highlight / | LIS ¢ 2 @ gh@xtreni@ly pofujaiRelenthich

drew thousands of Capetonians and maumsitorsfrom country areasThe highlighs of the show vere

the races in the huge arena whéargefarm carts drawn by spans of six mules competed agairgt ea
other. Major Jeffey was well aware of te popularity of the annual showde hired transport and
making arrangements for rations, tenand training personneland moved the entireBattery into

camp at Klaas Jagers Bargtil the show was over.

Prospective Officers

Wt SIOS ¢NIAYAYIQ F2NJ /21 aG DFENNR&azy C2NOS LISNAE2:
from 18 January 1940 andceording to typed notes kept by Major Neil Garliek course for
prospective officers was he X A y I y tRe old M@deyf éhurclat Wynberg I Y. X2Xe course
ran from January to 27 April 1946rganised bythe Anti-Aircraft Training Battery established with
effect from 1 February 194@nd the courseresulted in about forty men being commissioned asl 2
Lieutenants. Approximately twenty were posted tbst Anti-Aircraft Brigade and among them were
Watson (no initial); lan Logie; Quirk; B Cameron; Sampson (killed at Gazala);H@worth and
Gordon (both lost in a hospital ship sunk between T&tanod Alexanda); G Freilinghaus (POW); J
Freilinghaus (killed at Gazala); [Gills (POW); .JHorne; J Goulden (killed while with another unit);
Forsyth and Whehelan.

Training
The first period of continuous training for the neMnti-Aircraft Battery therefore took place in the
{2dziK t SYyAyadzt FNBY MH CSONMzENE G2 ¢ al NOK wmdr

Caterpillar tractors over the long Main Road from Brooklyn Aerodrome through the Southern Suburbs,

LI &l 2@8yoSNHI adzil Sy oS Ndmp dite/iRthe Rooihdogte drea bfztheSouth 2§ K
Peninsula overlooking Smitswinkels Ba@ne of the lucky drivers wagung Gunner P.L. (Blackie)

Swart who many years later rose to the rank of Commandanihe Artillery Air Defence School,
,2dzy3Qa CASER

A university student of those daysamceBombardierdL { SFG St X Of SIN¥ & NBYSYo6 S
soundlocating device which consisted of two pairs of sound boxes fitted to stethosypeeear
LIASOSaXQ 6KAOK ¢SNB dza SR { Rectdadichlights @b yoShe dargét. AND NI F
the first shoot of the guns he operated the first analogue predictor, which in association with a range
finder was used to track the target and direct the guns. At that training camp the target drogue was
towedWyant YOASY G |yR @SNEB atz2g¢ 2FLIAGA FANDNIFOQ | yF
amazement of af*

19 SANDF Archives, Cape Field Atrtillery Gp 2, Box 33, Cape Command Order No. 6.
20 | etter from Major General G. Dunber Moedil6.5.1988.
21 | etter from Mr.. Seftel to the author in 1996.
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A Volunteer Army
The Defence Act limited military service to Southern Africa but General Smuts stated in Parliament on
7 February 1940hatitg - & GKS D2@SNYyYSyidQa LkRtAade G2 SEGSYR
XdzaAy3a @2t dzy (i 3 8d\Eas cbrivincedSafies [Fal ereBedthe conflict, that Kenya and
'3 YyREFE 6SNB {2dziK ! FNRAOIF Qa aid NI (S 3ondéploptdaay iRl NA S &
that region.Because of the tense political situation and because the Act could be interpreted as not
YIE1TAYy3 LINRPGAAAZ2Y FT2NJ | OGA JS, SaussMBbAadBunceSReavgull (i K S
create a fighting force of volunteershe dedsion to rely on volunteers had an impact on existing ACF
units and afew days after thelst Anti-Aircraft Bigade left Durbanthe AGinformed all Commands
Directors and Deputy Directors of Sections, the Officer Commanding the Seaward Defence Force,
Commandantin-Chief of the BurgeCommandos and otherthat a volunteer counterpart of each
existing unit of the Coast Garrison Force and the Active Citizen Force had been established from 1 April
1940 He furthermore confirmed thatn order to distinguish stcvolunteer units from ordinary GG
FYyR !/ C dzyAdlaszs GKS tSGGSNI 6+x0 WgAftf S FRRSR (2
1st Battalion (V), Imperial Light Horse.
No. 1 Supply Company (W Services Corps.
1st Field Battery (V),daith African Artillery
The system whereby each existing ACF unit had a volunteer ceuiteNIi ¢l a (y26y | &
0 I Yy 1 Ah¢ A.Qebnfirmedthat W Al volunteers would be transferred to the volunteer counterpart
of the unit to which they presently belong; and thagw units established since 1 April 1940 were
SalGlofAaKSR Lldz2NBfe |a @2f dzyiSSNILANLBID WX YR KI @€

tKS WwSR ¢Fo0Q

On 29 MarchL940,men were invited to take a new oath whereby they undertook to serve anywhere

in Africa forthe duration of the war. From 1 April no one would be allowed to join the defence force

for full-time service unless he attested on these terms. All those who signed the new oath were soon
wearing the distinguishing sign of the Mobile Field Force, a sfriprange cloth on their shoulder

straps, which became known as the Red Tab. Apart from their brown boots it acted as a distinguishing
mark of all South African personnel, wherever they wenk S ¢S+ NAy 3 2F GKS WNBR
resentment by stimatising both those who were prepared to fight and those whecause of their

political opinionwere opposed to active involvement.

The Field Force units being readied for battle lost 350 men overnight. The refusal of a number of
personnel to sign thaew oath did not help in recruiting for the nefnti-Aircraftunits. Nor did it help

in the Coast Artilleryunits, which in any event werthought quite unlikely to leave the shores of South
Africa. Little did the officers and men know that theoast Artlery would soon providenumbers of
personnel forAnti-Aircraft units. In 2nd Heavy (coast) Battery only 64 per cent signed the oath. At
Potchefstroom about 180 Permanent Force members refused to serve outside the Union gnd the
were promptly drafted to theCoast Artillery permitting the release of a similar number of men to the
new Anti-Aircraft Brigade

Once it was decided to send troops to East Africa and, because of the presence BEdfe
Aeronauticathe Italian Air Force,it became necessary tarovide Anti-Aircraft protection for the port

of Mombasa, the only port of entry on the Kenyan coaswhere South African troops would
disembark; but also folines of communication, airfields, bases and troops in the field. The Italian Air
Force was thenquite capable of attacking these areas. The fact during the whole period that
Mombasa was the base for operations in East Africa, Italian air operations against the port consisted
of no more that isolated aerial reconaissance, is a matter difficult teetstednd.

University students

Many of the personnel ofst Anti-Aircraft Battery were university studestand there was an outcry

when it became known thathey had beencalled up for fultime service Common sense prevailed

and the Minister of DefencBltzf SR G KI G dzy A @SNREAG& a0 dzR Ssfudliass KK R 1

22 Hansard, Vol 37, 7.2.1940, p.987.
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before volunteering for fultime service There were difficulties in obtaining enough recruitisey

were slow in coming forwardéut entry of Italy into the war boosted recruin The establishment

upon which the Brigade was based catered for three egght 3.7inch Batteriesand a fullBattery of

18 searchlights. It required a largstablishment as shown above;yb7 May the actual strength had

reached onlyfourteen officers and 314 other ranksA day later Cape Command produced a Part 1

Order which stated that the organisation and establishment sffAnti-! A NONJ F&d . NA3IF RS
present only entail the filling of such posts as are essential for therdioation of traning and
maintenance of record®Presumably he was referring to tH&rigadeHeadquarters only; the only

other reference to théBrigadein the Order referred to @d and 3d Anti-Aircraft Batteries.

A course to produce officers fostlAnti-Aircraft Brigale was beingheld in and around the old wooden

church in Wynberg Cami&hief Instructor Gunnery was Cajpt GrahamDunbarMoodie andLt LS
(Bruce)Guilford wascourse commandet® and among members of the course (as remembered by the
adjutant) wereJim HNY S  W{ (2 NJ & Q Live shell pracficR wds tdrrieddoftNdndthe
w22AK2230S | NBI X &2 dzi KOO&anFfand 100penBro2s antl 276April 5O 6 SSy
Officersto bring the Brigadeup to full establishmentvere expected at the conclusioof this cadet

course: There is some doubt about 1st Atircraft Training Brigade vs 1st AAircraft Brigade, and

in the absence of any actual establishment table in the documents consulted, it can only be assumed
that the two units were one and theame

The 1st Brigade Moves
In the first few days in May Colonel Harold Cilliers aetly appointedLieutenant Colonel Stan
Jeffrey, flew to Pretoria and from ther€aptain Meister received a telegram instructing him thstt 1
Anti-Aircraft Brigade wat move to Potchefstroom odl May LieutenantL.W. Luka$ Meyer, then
adjutant of the Cape Peninsula Artillery Brigajgéned the Anti-Aircraft gunners at this timeHurried
departure arrangements led tchée Brigadeloading their 3inch guns and assot@é equipment on
trucks at the nearby Rosebank statiomil siding- normally used only at shotime ¢ and finally
entraining on 13 May 1940. Thejeft that morning for Potchefstroom With Stan Jeféy now
promoted from the double posts of Battery Commanddst Anti-Aircraft Battery and Brigade
Commanderwere his newBattery Commandes and Battery Captairs.

Captin (T/Major) GW. Meister 1st Anti-Aircraft Battery

(Lieutenant IS Guilford asBatteryCaptain

LieutenantT/Captin) LW. (Luca3 Meyer 2nd Anti-Aircraft Battery

(Lieutenant Stark aBattery Captain

Captain PBatho 3rd Anti-Aircraft Battery
(Lieutenant NGarlick aBatteryCaptain
Lieutenant(T/Captin)H. McKenzie 1st Anti-Aircraft Searchlight Battery

All the appointmentsand temporay promotionsshown abovewere made effective from 13 May

1940.The adjutant was Lieuteant B. JohnsonLukas Meyeand BruceGuilford were both Permanent

Force officers. All the otheras well agCaptainH. Mackenziewho wastransferred¥ N2 Y 59[ ¢ { A Yz
Bay Fire Commandavere ACF personnel.

At Potchefstroom

From Potchefstroom Lieutenar@olonel Jeffrey flew up to Nairobi with Brigadier De Waahen
Director General Operations and South African Liaison Officer to British Middle East Commoand
arrange for the reception, accommodati@md deploymenbf the Brigade Major Meister was li¢ to
form, equip and move th&rigadewhen ordered to doTwo Batterieswere issued withsingle Lewis
guns on tripod mountings.

When It Anti-Aircraft Brigade left Cape Towar Potchefstroomit was badly undestrength with
only 399 all ranksFollowirg arrivalat Potchefstroom 530 Feld Artillery recruitswere posted to the

23 Notes by the late Neil Garlick in possession of the author.
24 G.N. No. 638, 19.4.1940
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Brigadefrom the field Brigades then under trainingCape Field Artilleriost an entireBatteryand had

to make it up with merfrom the Reservist Training Depot. Tinew intakehad apparently not been a
welcome addition and he Anti-Aircraft gunners felt that about 250 of thenncluded discards
originallyfrom the depot It was a huge blow to th&ield Army Artillery units. Two fieldBrigades and

two other field Batteries ¢ eight Batteries altogether amounting to 17 per cendf the troops under
training - were almost completely destroyed and rendered useless for some considerable time.
Probably because of thias Neil Garlick record$he bt AA Brigade was treated like Canella.

A limited number of vehicles and water trailers were made available foBtigade as well as moter

cycles for the officersTwentytwo year old Neil Garlickpow acting as adjutant, was ordered to

acquire vehicles and to designh aadange tocongruct them to take the searchlightg&indto fit out

othersas signal vehicles. He had no idea what a signal vehicle should lodkiiki&s given one week

to have all thevehiclesNB I Ré ® ¢ KS aSI NOKf AIKGasz Fa #mKbhantll G SNI |
C2NR ¢ o¢KSSt SR OKI aahAaQ -edNBAIQIKS yK Sr SRRa QIR o SR YAYydzO
Of dz¥a a&varshop Section under LieutenantSTevens, with two machine shops (as described by

Neil Garlick) and a Signals Section under Sergeant Seyohthg, Permanent Force were attached.

The Brigade Departs

It can only be presumed that &ignal Corpsommunications system had not yet bedully
established as atelegram containing orders for Major Meister was receiMate in May but in
transmissdn through the Post Office thad beenbadly mutilated In the form it reached him it
contained no instructions regarding loading and departure details. Lieutenant Colonel Maurice de
Villiers, Officer Commanding Troops, Potchefstrodrad just arrived fromPretoria where, that
morning, he hadeen toldabout the move He went to theAnti-Aircraft lines at about 4.00 pmto
enquire fromMajor Meisterhow the move wasrogressing ando enquire whether therewere any
problems with loading equipment. It was tHast Major Meister had heard of loading stores and
equipment.

He was told tat three specialtrainswith special locomotivewere waiting at the main Potchefstroom
station ¢ the only place where guns, vehicles, etc, could be loaded. The train alorlgsigdatform

(on the main line to Johannesburbad to be shunted away each time a passenger or goods train
passed through and, welhe had better get a move ofi.

With assistance arranged hyieutenant Colonelde Villiers Major Meister managed to comgle
loadingof equipment It was as wel the Quartermaster General, through whose department train
schedulesvere arrangedand there were probably manyyas threatening courtnartial if there was

any delay.The Brigade Headquarters, &t Anti-Aircraft Battery and the SearchlightBattery, left
Potchefstroom by train on&May. Embarkation orders were to be given to the acting commanding
officer whileenroute to Durban, but when the train arrived at 5.30 am there was no one to meet it,
and there were no alers. He therefore kept everyone on the train until the Guard told him that other
trains were due and he was going to have the coaches shunted off the quay. By then Major Meister
had discovered that Lieutenant Guilford and the advance party had alreadgdothe guns, vehicles

and stores.

The Hell Ship

Officers and men detrained and embarkedcluding attached SAM@ersonneland members of a
reconnaissance unifThe whole embarkation was rather chaotic, in spite of every effort by the ESO
(EmbarkatiorStaff Officer) Colonel Agnew. There were no proper records of who was embarking and a
number of men simply rolled up armed with route forms from various centied, the next day, 24

May - they sailed from Durban in the 7 000 ton Baklewawith Major Mester as OC Troopk was the

first troopship to leave South Africa aiite entire shiphad to be officially signed for on behalf of the

25 Notes by the late Major Neil Garlick, in possession efahthor.
26 From undated typed notes on discussions between Colonel Orpen/Lieutenant Colonel Meister, possibly prior to
1967.
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Union Government{ KS gl & O2yaARSNBR (2 0S5 AltmaWg&térfthe & KA LIQ
German supply shlp cating prlsoners that had been recently captured by the Royal Navy in Norway.
¢tKS KSI Ay GGKS VYd&igw@das §ppallingliDhinig the2wfyagé khé& medical staff
lectured the troops on East African diseagegmpe worm, round worm, malaria, yellv fever, black

water fever, jigga fleas (they crept under finger and toe nails), and VD.

During the voyage the officers managed to sort things out and account for everyone on board.
Nominal rols were prepared and by the time the ship sailed into the p6 Mombasa on 1 June 1940,
they were ready tde handed oveto a South African staff officer whavith Brigadier De Waal and
Lieutenant Colonel Je#fy ¢ then the youngest officer of such rank in the Union Defence Femas
waiting for them Once thestaff officer was satisfied with the nominal rolls the urhgy and all
others, disembarked. Apparently an aircraft was on sthpdo fly the nominal rolls back to Pretoria.

The remainder olst AnttAircraft Brigadeequipped only with twin Lewis mhme gunsglad to shake
the dust of Potchefstroonoff their feet on 28 May1940Q left for embarkation at Durbarhoping to
collect another 100 recrustfrom the Coast Artilleryat that port. They saled for East Africaand
arrived there aboutfour days dter the first group. Tie entire Brigadeat this stage hd an active
strength of 47 officers and 780 other ranksd basedon the heavyAnti-Aircraft establishmentwas
still 500 under strength.

All the Anti-Aircraft equipment the Defence Force possessegight 3inch 20cwt guns of World War

One vintage and six new searchlightzd left the country with theBrigade South Africa was left
without any form of air defence, except Lewis guns and aged aircraft. BFlymde itself was
thoroughly unprepared foactive service. They had not been asked to volunteer for service outside
South Africanor hadthey signed any oath to do so; their training was mininthéy had no tropical
uniforms, and for several months no pay books, no Identity discs; and ther weerevolvers for the
officers These did not appear for a number of weeks. Those who could do so had more comfortable
uniforms made in Mombasa\or, it seems, had officers and men been givary af the necessary
inoculationsand vacinations usually assciated with travel to tropical climatesThis was rectified
fairly soon.

But above alk; they were keen to perform the duties expected of them. Thesiprit de corpsvas
excellent.

A Training Brigade

In the meanwhilelst Anti-Aircraft Training Brigade, ith 1st, 2nd and 3d Anti-Aircraft training
Batterieshad beenestablished on paper?’ By this time the Coast Atrtillery Brigade had been replaced

by the Cape Peninsula Artillery Brigg@PABandit controlled all the heavy coa®atteriesin Table

Bay,{ AY2y Q& . | &, whiofi Prmgd parRdf §iekRire Commands in those areas. First Anti
Aircraft Training Brigade also fell under its command. The Officer Commanding the CPAB was also
DDCA. The Training Brigad@s responsible for &astl and Ati-Aircraft Sudent Officers Gourse
heldpartly 0 { A Y2y Q& Marchtg ¥0 JAyN.B4BAattended by50 studentsWithout available
FOO2YY2RI GA 2y Hduling tha vigal/féawedk2hg gtudents had to travebach day

from Wynberg Campwhere they were accommodatedluring March and Apriin the Pupil Pilots

Mess Not all the students made the gradeone was discharged on 22 April, the report in his file
stating,quitedo f dzy G f @Y Wy2d4 tA1Ste®i2 o0S0O02YS Iy STFFAOASY

Cape Field Artillery

In Cape Towrbefore the war the Cape Field Artillergonsisted of only ondBattery, and it was
eventually ordered on 5Decemberto mobilise - well ater the mobilisationdates of Natal Field
Artillery and Transvaal Horse Artillergndto recruit andattest personnel Avery successful recruiting
campaign, aided byhe Cape Argusyas heldand a fullBattery departed for Potchefstroom o21

27 SANDF Archives, F.O. 168
28 |bid., CAB Gp 2, Box 89, file A.Q./13/2.



54

December Recruitingfor this well-known Cape Townnit continued and a secon@attery moved to
Potchefstroomin mid-Januaryput only o undertake one mont@ WLISIF OS GNI AYyAy3IQod L
the Cape. A secorBatteryfor what had now become Cape Field Artillery Brigade was drawn from the
Eastern Capeand a third was raised from the Recruits Depot at Potchefstro Recruits were stijll

however, registering at the headquarters of CFA in Cape Towith afull (sscond Cape Town

Battery, and an additional 75 attested fdlme by 6 Marchfor a third Battery, the Officer
CommandingCape Command reported to theGAthat a third Battery could be formed with easdHe

was told this wouldhot happen

On 7 May 194the following telex was receiveay Cape Command

CD 175MLL CFA PERSONNEL IN CAPE WILL BE TRANSFERRED TO AA BDES FORTHWITH !
AG IS ADVISING KRYG ACCORDISIBOP ALL ARTILLERY EQUIPMENT AT CAPE TOWN WILL
BE SENT TO POTCHEFSTROOM +++ ENDS

LG éla Iy AYGSNBaldAy3a NBLIE &d ¢KS YSistallguhknewh LIS CA |
to them and prior to thetelexedreply, been posted to & Anti-Aircraft Battery of &d Anti-Aircraft

Regiment with effect from 8 April 1949despite a Part 1 Order from Cape Command indicating that

posts in both  and Gh Anti-Aircraft Batteries would be filled with men from Cape Garrison Atrtillery.

2nd Anti-Aircraft Brigade Mobilises

A Warning Order to call up the men who had volunteered fod &nti-Aircraft Brigade was issued on
24 May, but initially only th and @h Batteries were included in this orde8outh Africa declared war
on ltaly on 11 June 1940, and &8 June 1940, tw®atteriesof 2nd Anti-Aircraft Brigade, under the
command of Major(later Lieutenant Colonel) D.C. (Dantjie) Krugera Permanent Force officeof the
Coast Artillery marched out of the Castle andown Castle Streeto the railway station.The two
Batteries 6th Battery under Captain W.H. Morricompisingmen originally recruited for Cape Field
Artillery, and $h Battery under Captain N. Wessels which there were a number of men of Cape
Garrison Artillery and the overflow from the Capield Artillery recruits filed into the doorway that
led directly to platform 21, from whence the daily mail train to Johannesburg departed.

It was not a smart paradevrote former Gunner Herb McKenzie in 199& majorityhad received no
military training. The merdid not have complete uniforms and such as they had wefigtirlg and
obsolete. What theyid have was enthusiasm, as did the citizens of Cape Towao turned up in their
hundreds to sajtbt sieno the boys going¥p North3°

Theirenthusiasm grew t@ strongcamaraderie, the sort that can only come abeutien adversity is
shared It lasted for many years after the whad almost been forgotterg as will be seen imuch
later pages.

TheBrigadehad no equipment whatsoever and théad not received anynti-Aircraft training. On
arrival at Potchefstroonfifty men ofthe two Batterieswere given instruction on Lewis machhggins

of which only 36 wer¢hen available These guns had an effective range of only 2 500 yakfter just

over a month of enduring the cold of the Highvetitders were received on 25 July to be ready to
move north and to concentratetd Anti-Aircraft Battery, which had only been called up for-firie
service on 0 July.Although 94 recruits assembled at Roaek under the command of Captain. H
Scholtz,shortage of tentage resulted in a temporary halt to any further move and it was not until 6
August that arrangements were made for tBattery to entrain for Premier Mine, from whence it
joined the Brigade just before departure for Durbardth Anti-Aircraft Battery washen approximately

250 under strength.

2 1bid., CFA Gp 1, Box 33.
30 Birthday pamptet produced by Herb McKenzie, SC, in 1996. In possession of the author.
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One hundred additional Lewis machine guns were issued and9oAugust 1940, 8l Anti-Aircraft
Brigade South African Artillery, withraactualstrength of 36 officesand 855 other ranks, armed with
136 Twin Lewismachine guns, left the concentration ardar Durbanto embark for active service.

Brown Paper

It is not known what other units occupied tiaricultural Socie Rosebank show grounds, butette

is a sequel to the departure of thanti-Aircraft units. The Cape Corps men on Robben Island were
accommodatedn tentsnear Cornelia Batteryas were all other troops on the Island

In late May 194 1with winter approachinghere wasa serious outbrak of influenzeaamong theCape

Corps men. Improved, warmer accommodation was sought for thEémyhadto be removed from

the Island The Chairman of the Western Province Agricultural Society was approached with a request
to accommodatethe mloured gunnes at the Rosebank Show Grounds a temporary basjsuntil

such timeasthe Pollsmoor camp had been enlarged. The request was turned down flatly. The Society
did not think it appropriate to allow the use of their propertyhich was in a white area, for being
coloured soldiers. Perhapgist as importanto the Societyanotherreason was that the troops that
KFR LINB@Az2dzate 200dzLJASR GKS {20ASieéQa odzAif RAYy 3.
reported, for instance, that holes had been foundedbi@averboard partitions and they had been
covered with brown paper and painted over. He had rendered an account to the Public Works
Department for the damage which amounted to £{R26.00)ut the account had been repudiated.

He was not prepared to allothis to happen again.

University Training Corps

Possibly in reaction to the decision that university students had to complete their degree course
0ST2NBE FOdGSYLWGAYy3 (2 WwWe2Ay dzL)QZasla voluyfgerdiBithbitied & ¢ N.
Active Citizen Force. Most had either Artillery Troopor aBatterybut Cape Town University boasted

the only Anti-Aircraft Troop from 15 April 1942. It also had a fielngineerTroop an Infantry
Company and, later, a survey section. The strength at ongesiaas 389 volunteer students. The
mathematics professor; Professor Young, commanded the uriirtom some date; unfortunately
unknowng¢ a WAAF searchlight unit also formed part of the Training Corps in Cape Town. About forty
girls received searchlight tiring and they manned searchlight stations in thep€Peninsula over

long weekends and during holidays. They were trained by Lieutenant Summerly and CorporalVoges
both stationed at theAir Defence Schoalwere the training officers?

31 Western Province Agricultural Society Minutes, 2.6.1941.
32 Letter from Mrs. Margaret Skead, 12.4.1988.
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CHAPTERES/EN

A TRAININGAREA

Coast Directorate

With war declared almost six months before, the enormous task of organising and preparing the
Defence Forces for hostilities was beginning to bear fruit. Insofar a€dlast Artillerywas concerned,

a Cast Directorate was formed to exercise command over Blagteriesand fixed defences. Because

of the huge shortage of suitably qualified senior officers, it was commanded by no ledsd¢btanant
ColonelH.E (Harry) Cilliers, a coadtgunner who had ben appointed to command the Coast Artillery
Brigade as &ajor on 3 October 1937. He was appointed Deputy Director of Coast Artillery (DDCA)
and he reported on 20 February 1940 that the Coast Artillery Directorate had been opened at
Wynberg Camp. il duties in this post included maintaining close liaison with the Director of the
Seaward Defence Force (DSDF) and the Deputy Director Coastal Air Force (@iGxsSyring close
co-operation with them on all matters relating to coast defend@éedirectorate was a suksection of
GKS 5SLJdzie / KAST 2F GKS DSYySNIf {GFFFQa {SOlAzy

In order to cope with training requirements the Chief Instructor Gunnery (CIG), Coast Artillery Brigade
and his entire staff were immediately transferredrom the Brigadeto the new Directorate. They
became responsible for supervision apects ofCoast Artillerytraining and for all Anti-Aircraft
training, insofar as it could be done without guns. They scrutinakttaining programmegroduced

by Battery Conmandeis and supervised practicethe armament officer of the Coast Artillery Brigade
with members of his staffyere included in the transfer and thesupervigd all details and orders for

the supply and upkeep of armaments, ammunition and stores to ratbwand fixed defencesiwo
officers from the Defence Electric Lights and Telegraph Section (DEL&T) were also transferred to the
Directorate. They were technical officers and were responsible for all matters concerning
communications and for defence eleictlights, and more.

Although these arrangements should have made it possible foAtiteAircraft gunners to function
separately it proved not to be the case. They continued to function in closmpetion with the

Coast Atrtillery

Suggested Separath

On X4 March 1940 the DGGuggestedo the CG3$he separation of Anti-Aircraft from Coast Artillery

and furthermore, suggested the formation of composRdgades consisting of twdBatteriesof Anti-
Tankand two Batteriesof light Anti-Aircraft guns, sparated from both theCoast andField Artillery

He recommended obtaining two officer instructors be obtained from the British Army to assist in this
organisation and he gave a number of reasons for his suggestions. These covered the differences
between Mdile Field Force units an@oast Artillery the requirement for older men in the latter;
weapons, training and method of employmentAfiti-Aircraftand Anti-Tankwere very similar ands
currently contemplatedthey were both comparatively small unjtslout 400 strong He concluded by
stating that such a composite unit had been adopted in the British Army and also stated no officer in
South Africa had had any experience in the employment of eiftrgi-Aircraft of Anti-Tank! He was
completely wrong aboufnti-Aircraftstrength

The raising, training and administration of 1st Ahiticraft Brigade was under the control of Coast
Artillery Directorate and its qualified instructors. But ori=t Anti-Aircraft Brigade, and later then?
Brigade,departed forthe Field Artillerytraining area at Potchefstroom they fell under command of
Director of Field Army Artillery Training (DFAAT). The Artillery School did not havetaayrcraft

1 History of AA Organisation UDF 19391944
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equipment for training, nor were its few instructors qualifiedAnti-Airaaft gunnery The transfer of
1st Anti-Aircraft Brigade to &tchefstroom was altogether a strange decisitirat should not have
been repeated with 8d Anti-Aircraft Brigade Fortunately for the latter, it had on strength eleven
officers who had received,nd could impart training, and there were also a humber of other ranks,
previously coastl gunners who could also do so.

When It and later 2vd Anti-Aircraft Brigades lefPotchefstroom for active service, they came under
the jurisdiction of Director Gemal of Operations (DGO), later known as Director of Military
Operations and Intelligence (DMO&I). The position was anomaaddollowing the moves of the
two Anti-Aircraft Brigades it was soonrealised that Potchefstroom was not an ideal site Aomti-
Aircraft training.
The DG@ave a number of reasons for the stance he had adopted and among them were:
The specialists required for coast and Amti-Aircraft were similar, older men should be used
in Coast Atrtillery
The organisation and administration dobile Field Force units differed from that @bast
Atrtillery.
Weapon training and method of employment of lightti-Aircraft and Anti-Tankunits were
similar.
Both the lightAnti-Aircraft Brigadeand theAnti-TankBrigadeas currently contemplated were
comparatively small units, each being about 400 strong.

These suggestions began a protracteuirespondencediscussiorand argumenion the responsibility
for training Anti-Aircraft units andon the site of an appropriate training aredhe views of/arious
interested partiesandwhose differences of opinion on the subject lasted uatiér in the year.

The DFAAT in a memorandum of 5 August addressed to the Deputy Chief of the General Staff (DCGS)
summarised all the problems of training, accommodatiat the exclusion of field gunners),
equipment and rations that the Artillery School had experienced with the Anti-Aircraft Brigades
that had passed through Potchefstroom. There cannot be any doubt that being ordered to give up so
many of his field gurars to try and bring 4t Anti-Aircraft Brigade up to strength still wrgled. Two
field Brigades and two otherBatterieshad been almost totally destroyedie asked four pertinent
guestions in thanemorandum to the DCGS

1  Where were the remainingnti-Aircraft units to be established

1 How and where were they to be recruited

1 How were they to be trained

1 Where were the reserves to be located and trained

He pointed out that the raising, training and administration of fmti-Aircraft Brigades had been the
respansibility of DGQvho had at his disposal in the garrisdutillery at least six officers and NCOs,
including an IG, all of whom were able to give instructioii-Aircraft gunnery. Only theOfficer
Commandingthe Artillery School had any knowledge Afti-Aircraft gunnery, and there was no
equipment at the School that could be used in their training. The field gunners had improvised
equipment to represent guns, but it was not possible to do so forAh#-Aircraft gunners. It did not
have anyAnti-Aircraft equipment for training.

The training ofAnti-Aircraft gunners was entirely different to that of a field gunnethere was very
little in common and with the limited amount of time available it would be difficult to train a member
of one branch whileat the same time members of another branch were undergoing training. In
addition, having already sent twlnti-Aircraft Brigades to East Africa it would be necessary to build up
a reserve of 30 percent. This required:

Officers Other ranks
For the exstingBrigades 24 663
Or, forBrigades for twoDivisiors 40 1063
Or forBrigades for a total MFF 86 2122

The Director of Works had reported to him that accommodation being erected at Potchefstroom
would not be sufficient for alField Artilleryunits and their reserves unless some units were moved to
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other camps, possibly along the Ventersdorp Road. This would be a sepatidézy camp and would
necessitate first providing a supply of water. In addition the range at Potchefstroom could not be used
for firing Anti-Aircraftguns, at least 16 000 yards was required for this purpose.

He also gavether reasons why no furtheAnti-Aircraft Brigades should be formed and no training
should take place at Potchefstroom. These included thek of Anti-Aircraft equipment; the
reasonable prospect of acquiring furth&nti-Aircraftguns; a sufficient number of trained instructors;

an extension of the camp to provide sufficient accommodation and a decision on who was to be
responsible for Anti-Aircraft recruiting, training and organisationAnd he made a number of
recommendations regarding the division of authority between DGO anbikision He argued that
Anti-Aircraft could only be accommodated at the expenseFadld Artillerybut said that if he was
instructed to be responsible faecruiting training and administration of furtheknti-Aircraft Brigades

there would be no difficulty from his point of viewut, he noted, thatAnti-Aircraftinstructors were at

the same timeCoast Artillerynstructors.His aguments were cogent and sensible.

Argument from the DCA

On 16 Augustikutenant ColonelCilliers, Deputy Director Coast Artillery, replied to the lengthy
memorandum sent by DFAAT to DCGS. He pointed out that responsibility regArdisfgjrcraft
Artillery was originally vested in him as DDCA and that this responsibility had not been officially
removed or amended in any waut the two Brigades already formed had on mobilisation received
instructions from various sourcgwhichhadled tothe presentselious confusion.

He reiterated that the general policy of groupi@past Artilleryand Anti-Aircraft organisation had

been accepted some time before the outbreak of war on similar lines to those existing in Britain. The
last few Imperial Gunnery Staff cmes had been so arranged that students completed the Military
College of Science portion at Woolwich and then went on to complete a Field Artillery or a Coast and
Anti-Aircraft course. The best instructors on his staff, he stated, were those who hadeddehining

on these special lines. But, owing to previous experiendgoast Artilleryand the greater scope this
offered in the Union, they were far more highly qualifieddoast Artillery If they were transferred to
Anti-Aircraft Artillery only, they would constitute a serious loss @past Artillery

He stated further that a number of men in ti@oast Artilleryhad completed bothAnti-Aircraft and
Coast Atrtillerycourses, and although a large number had been drafted into the Brigades on
servicethere were still a number i€oast Artillerywho could from time to time,be made available for
instruction inAnti-Aircraft It would, he repeated, be a serious lossQoast Artillerywere they to be
transferred permanently. In conclusion he once metated that theCoast Artilleryorganisation was
fully conversant with alAnti-Aircraft matters and in a positioto control such training, whereas the
Field Army section could only do so if several experienced instructors were transferred to it.

Most ofthe argument had centred round the provision of qualified instructors, of whom there were a
number in theCoast Artillerywho had completed both coast anfinti-Aircraft courses. Apart from
accommodation¢ there was not sufficient at Potchefstroom andthing availableat Cape Town

hence it would in any event have to be providdde most importantfactor was the laclof an airfield

at Potchefstroom; ad fortunately, there were already airfields and aircraft at Cape To&mprisingly,

the DDCA mentionedhat pilotless aircraft formed an essential part éhti-Aircraft training,
WXSaLISOALEte Ay GFOGAOKE akK22da FyR GKAA (8L 21
aircraft used could only take off and land on water and, if hit, would eenace if flown over land

I NJ2Léutegant ColoneCilliers went on to say it was fully appreciated that pilotless aircraft would
y2id 0SS FT@LFLAfrotS F2NJ I O2yaARSNIofS dGAYS WXodz
well within the bourds of possibility for the Union. It has undoubtedly proved to be the best form of
GNIF AYAY I AYy 9dzNRLISHQ

2 History of AA Organisattn UDF 19291944, p. 11.
3 Ibid.
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Practices were never attempted over land ranges as projectile fragments fell over an extremely wide
area’ W5 dzZRQ NP dzy R4 T A NB Rfrorh d@ 3inchigunRravaliRdSabaut 146 40& yaldgiah® y
22 000 yards from a 3:inch gun. The 40nm Bofors required a safety range of 13 000 yards. The
Cape,(not in any way as built up as it is todaglthough not ideal in every way fdknti-Aircraft
training, did possess the necessary training area as well as all important sea rangdesi-fircraft
practice.

It had by then been decided that Robben Island would make a good training and practice area.
However, with the added necessity for space for manaes it was suggested that an Adlircraft
Training Centre be established at Pollsmoor, the sii@ disused internationabrand Prix motor racing
circuit. Anti-Aircraft equipment in the field, it was said, was not normally required to move far from
roads and was primarily employed to cover movement through villages and defiles; and a survey of
the nearby Cape Flats and areas such as Agter Paarlrestealedthat proper tactical training was
possble in the Cape and was, in fact, uperior to the PtchefstroomArtillery range.

' YAR&GO | ydzYoSNJ 2F | NBdzySyida KS Lizi F2NBIFNR KS
1 . NARIFRSaAaXQ O02dA R 2yfe (GF1S LI OS 6KSy SldzALJ
f AYA(GSRXRattepysttme@¥ &t R 6S (GNFAYSR FyR (GKAa O2dzZ R U
with a range established on Robben Islanghich had already been identified as a very good practice
area-2NJ aSf102a0K {{iNIXQyRZI ¢gKSNBE GKS NBleisstddltHatt &I a
control of both coast andnti-Aircraft should remain with DGQHe again suggestethat togetherwith

the necessity of a nearby manoeuvre aradraining centreshouldbe established at Pollsmoor.

Counter Argument

The DGO again produced a lemgtmemorandum also éted 16 Augustin which he voiced the
opinionthat Anti-Aircraft should remain allied to coasltdefence trainingHe confirmed his view that
the duties of the two arms were identical, their work being largely static anthhde the frange
remark that the duties of the two were almost identic#A\A BrigadeE Q K S waré lsédSelly W
for defence of bases and certain forward vulnerable areash as railheads and dumgpgheir work
was largely static, as was the case witbastArtilleryd® ®e noted that the morale of the coast units
would suffer if they were separated from thenti-Aircraft Brigades. One of the inducements offered
to officers and men to join th&€oast Artillerywas that they would also be trained #nti-Aircrat
gunnery and would have the opportunity of a tour of duty with #heti-Aircraft Brigades.

On quite another matter Lieutenant Colonel Cilisent a telegram tdBEOPSaskingif finality had
been reached and he suggested that an indication regardiegréisponsibility for theAnti-Aircraft
organisation could be included in the repbut the decision had been madéletter addressedo him
was already on its way.

A Decision

The DCS did not take long to dwell on the memorandum from DFAAT. On 17 Aefust,receiving
Lieutenant Colonel A f f S N fhe rbsBans® dm DG®e stepped in and approved control of
Anti-Aircraft organisation remaining with DDC¥/riting on 26 August to DGO, the A.G., QMG and
DFAA he reiterated that theAnti-Aircraft organisation was part of coast defence for organisation,
administration and tainingand would remain unchangédTrainingof Anti-Aircraft units was to take
place in the Cape. He furthermore decided that the only way to joiAmrAircraft unit was by fist
joining theCoast Artilleryg and theywould be made to understand thisthus ensuring a continuous
supply of trained coast gunners. Personnel under the age of 35 years were also to receive instruction
in Anti-Aircraft gunnery, after which they wodl be transferred into theBrigades in the field. And
eleven days latethe informed the DDCA that th&nti-Aircraft organisation would remain part of the

Youngds Field, p.23.

Ibid., p. 12.

History of AA OrganisationUDF 1929944, p. 12.

SANDF Archives, CAB Gp. 1, Box 12, file O(C.D.)11 enc.44.
Ibid., enc.63a.
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[/ 2FHad 5SFSYyOS hNEBFYAaldA2y WXT2N) 2NHIYAAlLGA2Yy 3
wordspolicy as dictated prevar by the CG&that the Anti-Aircraftorgansation was part of the coast

defence for orgarsation, administration and training remained unchanged. Dual control Glbast

Artillery and Anti-Aircraft Artillery would continue to bevested in one Directoraté.

It would remain sanly fora further eight months.

Seven days after the DCS had made the decision on the responsibili#grtAircraft training, the
Assistant Director Coast Defenc€aptain (T/Major) AV. Stanford, who was based at Defence
Headquarters, addressed the Deputy Director in Cape Toieneferred to the decision made by the
DCS, stated that the question of maintaining an adequate personnel reserve was now of paramount
importance as was the question of estadltiing some central reservist depot to which theti-Aircraft
LMG trained men from the coaBatteriesO2 dz2ft R 6S aSyd G2 o658 Sl dzx LILIS
O2yaARSNBR Al WdzyRSaAANIOfSQ FT2NJ GKSY ( 2ssibility a
of a depot at Premier Minebut also felt that Cape Town and Durban should not be forgotten. He
seemed to be thinking away from the route that had already been decided, i.eCtlast Artillery
organisation in Cape Towralthough he ended his camunication by saying that he personally
O2yaARSNBR GKS o0Sad az2ftdziazy ¢la G2 KIF@S WiKS Y
SY o I NHeaskerhe DDCA for his views to enable him to discuss them with DGO and DCGS at
Defence Headquatrters.

TheDDCAwho had his own view on the subjeatrote to the twoBrigades in East Africa on 30 August
informing the commanding officers of the latest developments. Because, he wrote, a decision on the
control of theAnti-Aircraftarm had taken so longand ony given a few days beforehand, the general
administration of the Anti-Aircraft organisation had suffered considerably. He proposed to
communicate with them monthly and give all possible information regarding recruits, equipment and
other matters of interst. He mentioned the decision on recruiting via t@east Artillery the age
factor and confirmed that the first draft forst Anti-Aircraft Brigade- about 52 personnel eoast
Artillery, would be assembled on 5 September 1940. (The draft of reinforcenteit the same day).
Thereafter, he said, personnel would be assembled at Rosebank in batches of 50 or 100 and sent
forward. Equipment was still a matter of concern but every endeavour was being made to obtain
some form of training equipment for recruitaining before they were released to units.

A further response to the discussions on a training area emerged when the DGO addb&s3ad 2

September 1940 and told him that it was the intention to establish a Reinforcement and Training

I Sy G4 NBNIWR) b2 g KAOK NBAYT2NOSYSylia g2dAf RegKS OKSy i
FOO2YLI yASA dzyAitaQ oAttt o0S aSyided 9FOK . NI yOKI K
twelve officers and 200 other ranks representing the 10 per cesgmee for the twoBrigades in East

Africa. DDCA was asked to place selected training staff on-bignetady to move at a mome@t

notice !

A Training Depot on Robben Island

With dual control ofCoast Artilleryand Anti-Aircraft Artillery, and with the arly policy of finding
reinforcements forAnti-Aircraft units in the field from theCoast Artillenstill in place it was inevitable
that the policy on the use of NEA$n would changeGeneral Smuts in February 19décidedto
make use of Cape Corps pansel inAnti-Aircraft units. With coasal instructors also instructinginti-
Aircraftrecruitsit was also decidethat the training functions of the two arms should be combined in
one training institution Unfortunately, by November 194@Rollsmoor had beome an Infantry
Training Depot and training had therefore to be concentraaéthe coast depobn Robben Island.

® History of AA OrganisationUDF 1929944, p. 13
10 bid.
11 bid..
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The AntiAircraft Training and Resve Depot (V) on the Island had besfiicially established with
effect from 1 May 19412 The establisment of the depot had been made even more necessary by the
establishment of LightAnti-Aircraft Regimenbn 1 May its title changed from 1 October 1941 to 3
Heavy AntiAircraft Regiment? A second fultime Regimentg 1 AntiAircraft Searchlight Regime(V),

South African Artillery, was established with effect from 1 February 39%Bese units, apart from
duties within South Africa, were required personnel for 1 and 2 LightAirgiaft Regiments in the
Middle East; and also as a basis for futurefilteire SA Artillery ArtAircraft organisation, from which
forward air defence units would be provided for the three Armour Divisions then being discussed. Not
only that task: they had also to immediately provide key personnel and instructors for the Bércd
Anti-Aircraft port defence Regiments that were about to be established

TheSearchlightRegiment

The proposed organisation of ti&earchlighRegimentincluded aRegimenal headquarters and four
Anti-Aircraft SearchlightBatteries, numbered fronone to four. It was formed at Pollsmoor with about
100 all ranks from theCoast Artilleryand placed under command of Captain Mervyn Williams, a
former Cape Garrison Artillery officer and Town Clerk of Cape Town, who was on loan frGoaste
Artillery. Fom 1 May 1941, because 3 Adtircraft Regiment had assumed an operational role, the
SearchlightRegimentbegan to function as a training depot for white personnel until such time as the
future of the AnttAircraft Training and Reserve Depot on tharidlwas decided upon. Any surplus
Anti-Aircraftpersonnel, including any arriving back from the Middle East, were posted tee¢ganent

but kept on a separate roll. They were ultimastely destined for posting to 3AMmtiaft Regimento
bring it up to warestablishment The SearchlightRegimentbecame a unit of the SA Engineer Corps
from 30 June as 1 (S.A.E.C.) Mtcraft Searchlight Regiment but from 22 August its title was altered
to 8 AnttAircraft Searchlight Regiment, S.A.E.C.

On 14 October followig a discussion between DAA and DFAE it was agreed to form-Aivsndift
Searchlight Battery, SAEE Cape Towifor full-time searchlight dutiesin order to provided a training
nucleus for the wholé&kegiment and to take on charge all searchlight equgnt required br training.

2, 3 and 4 AntlAircraft Searchlight Batteries were intended to be established at Pretoria, Durban and
Cape Town respectivelgady to take upAnti-Aircraft searchlight duties under SA Artillery instructors.
The intention was tht the the Engineer Corps would immediately form all fBatterieseach with

four 60G-inch Sperry searchlight2 AntiAircraft Searchlight Battery was to be organised and ready to
commence searchlight duties within three monthsbut this was not to be. lhough a training
nucleus was formedt Cape Towithe SAEC personnel allocated for searchlight duties continued with
more urgen engineering taks at military installations in the Cape Peninsuda AnttAircraft
Searchlight Battery was based at Ndabenim@a(also called Pinelands) and was engaged in
construction work throughout the Cape Peneisula, including effecting improvemeitite &atteries

on the Atlantic coast more especiallyynyard Battery and Apostle Battery

TheRegimentvas disestablished witeffect from 1 January 1944

The CGS had for some time been under the impression that searchlights were a necessary adjunct to
heavyAnti-Aircraft Regimentand earlier discussions on this subject led the War Office to inform the
CGS in October 1942 thdttety were not normally used with heavy guns which used the GL method of
fire control at night.Searchlights, the War Office stated, may be used with light guns for the defence
of aerodromes or for protection of minkying from the air(an unlikely possibily for South African
waters) It considered that twelve searchlights at most would be required but left it to the CGS to
decide on the number he required.

Volunteers
By October 1942 there were 277 000 volunteers servingifa# and parttime in the Unon Defence
Forces, with the SA Air Force recruiting as many as botlAfimy and the SA Naval Forces combined.

12 SANDF Archives, DCS CGS, Box 78.
13 |bid., CGS War, Box 60/3.
14 |bid. DCS CGS, Box 78.
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The two most important combatant arngsthe Infantry and theArtillery were the most difficult to fill.

In January 1941 Gwmlel Adler, the Direatr Field Army Artillery had reported manpower problems,
with wastage through transfers and discharges exceeding the number recruits by about 300 in the
previous six month& Efforts to induce men to join up included an artiatea bulletin drawn up in

these early days foissue to the daily newspapers.dainted a wonderful picture oArmy life and
stated among other descriptive remarkihiat recruits required for coast andnti-Aircraft Batteries

would find conditions of servid® be enjoyable:

Recruis are required for coast and fénti-Aircraft Batteries The conditions of service are as
322R +ta lye Ay (GKS !yAz2y 5STFSy0S C2NOSa I yR
are housed in comfortable buildings. Each gunner is provided with coiforteed and

mattress. The food, too, is excellent and complaints are seldom heard in a gunners
YSaaxoilrotS tAySy>Z ONBO{SNE I|yR Odzif SNE | NB
activities are well catered for and sport includes rugby and soccéeiwinter, and cricket,

tennis, baseball, golf and athletics in the summer. There is also the new Physical Training for
JdzyySNESX 6KAOK G2RI& Aa | JShsbAtilely &bl theAgtii LI a G
Aircraftlead a very pleasant and healtlife X6

Xl da 3JI22R Fa Fye Ay (rf theyycautfemspl®stdeoid@Beth€ 2 NO S &
they wish to joirthe CoastArtillery or theAnti-Aircraft The bulletin also statedvlen up to the

ageof 49, who are medically fit are accepted for Baast Artillery. Men over 35 years of age
YdzaG 6S LINRy2dzy OSR Ay GKS a! ¢ Ofl aa Amte GKS
Aircraft. On joining up, privates receive 3s 6d (35 cents) per day and in the case of married men
an allowance of 4s 6d per dag45 cents) plus 1s (10 cents) per day for each child up to a
maximum of six children. Chances of promotion were good and speciiiste qualifying as

gun layers, telephonists, or range takermay receive an increment of 4d (4% cents) per day

after the halfyearly examinations.

¢ KS Ay RdzOS ¥Aymich mudt haVe@otluted gales of laughter among those who
were housed in tents and who queued in long lines at meal times hopefully further
enhancedoy anotherparagraph which read

While seving in theBatteriesthe men do not live under canvas but are housed in comfortable
wood and iron buildings. Each gunner is also provided with a comfortable bed and mattress.
The food, too, is excellent and complaints are seldom hieaedgunner mess.[lAthe mess
appointments and facilities are provided out of Regimental funds and the table linen, crockery
and cutlery are of the best quality. Each mess is provided with a radia amall library.

The article did not, however, neglect to speak of therchtrainingand arduous duties but
stated:

wS3dzf | NJ 3dzy RyNKehdthXtéadhksinerirtal digrinegd? yRRNONg the gunners
are some of the finest physical specimens in the Army ldiadg borne out by the fact that a
military athletic meetngs it is generally the Artillery team which wins the-tig I NI

Those who were servingn Robben Islanthust have had goodfew laughs on seeing this in pri@n

Robben Island everyone was living in tegtall the personnel of the Training and Reseiepot.

There was no group distinctionS @Sy GKS 2FFAOSNRQ YSaa s61a Ay |
constint wind blew under the flaps of the tents and life was uncomfortable. By August, with
attestations at about one hundred a week, the tents ire wgere becoming unserviceable and were
moreover, not of the quality to be able to stand up to weather conditions there. But slowly the old and
ruined buildings were being renovated dhy September 1941 construction of bungalows for the
coloured gunners tbegun. There was still no air defence equipment on the Island; it was a similar

15 SANDF Archives, CGS Gp 2, Box 209.
18 1bid., UWH Civil, Box 296, file B142.
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situation elsewhere in SouthAfrica. By November part of thenlarged Pollsmoor camywas able to
accommodate whitéAnti-Aircraftgunners where they underwent training by 3tAAircraft Regiment.

3 Anti-Aircraft Regiment
The Regimenthad been bornas‘8rd Light A. A. Regiment (V) S.Adn 1 May 1941according toa
secret documentreferenceA.G. (3) 154/51/4/67 addressed to DCAA; OC: Cape Command, and Heads
of Sections or29 May 19417 It was organised as Regimenton fulttime service ! but it was soon
realised that 1 and 2 Light Argircraft Regiments had been established in the Western Desawt
WaGSLA FNB 06SAy3Idon20 QcBhen1941th kharfdtheit& © 3rd Anti-Aircraft
Regiment from 1 October 1941 0n 15 May1942 the AGaddressed a circular to DCABOC Cape
Commandand heads of sections informing them that thExrganisation
of 3 A.A. Regiment will read as follows:

H.Q.3 AA REGT.

7 A.A. BTY.

8LT. AAA BTY.

b [¢d Pl d . ¢, ©Q
As though to emphasise this the AG again addressed a similar letter to the same addressees on 8 June
19422

R AN ) -
PO o N wad'Aesdy T

Figure11: A Royal Artillery 3.7inch Battery in ‘training

17 1bid., DCS CGS Box 78vol. IV, File O (M) 17, enc. 85.
18 |bid.

19 |bid., enc.128.

20 1bid., UWH Admin files, Box 4.

21 1bid., CGS War, Box 60/3, file 0149, enc. 80.
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CHAPTERIGHT

TRAINING DEPOT

A Proposed School

By mid1940, with both tand 2hd Anti-Aircraft Brigadegnroute to East Africa and with the closure

of the TrainingBrigade as a result of their departure, it was fully realised that an effort had to be made

to secure adequate equipment for the formation of a school Antti-Airaraft training. It was on this
subject that DGO wrote to DCGS on 3 September 1940 and recommended that a fully equipped school
be established to train officers and men for tAati-Aircraft Brigades still to be formed. The proposed
school would also trainecruits as reinforcements for existiidyigades in the field,and train young
officers and men for duty in th€oast Artillery It was proposed that at least two student officer
courses be held each year, two gunnery courses and two courses to produtetms, as well as a
continuous training programme for training recruits, be instituted.

Training inAnti-Aircraft gunnery at the proposed school was to include predictors, height finders,
sound locatorsAnti-Aircraft LMGs, searchlights and generatofgtificers were also to be trained in
the care and maintenance of equipment. For this purpose the minimum necessary equipment for the
school was considered to be:

1 One complete AMattery of eight 3.7inch or 3inch 20 cwt guns with seraiutomatic

breech me&hanism, and with all necessary instruments.

1 One complete searchlight section of six lights and six sound locators, paraboloid type,
hand controlled.
One complete section of four 40 mm AA guns with all necessary instruments.
Six twin Lewis guns completetivsix AA twin mountings.
52 miles of field telephone wire, two cable layers and 12 field telephones.
Two wireless vans.

=A =4 =4 =

This information was cabled to the High Commissioner, London, for onward transmission to the War
Office who, it was hoped, woulgprove and release the equipment. In the event the War Office were
understandably unable to do s®he equipment was never forthcomirggnd by mid1942 there were

still no modernAnti-Aircraft guns in South Africa,.h& decision to combine coast amehti-Aircraft
training arrangements had, howevdreen madeso the training ofAnti-Aircraft personnel on Robben
Island, especially men of the Cape Corps, on equipment located there for operational purposes,
continued

Dunkirk

Within the first few months Britén was in crisis. The British Expeditionary Force in France had to be
evacuated Operation Dynamavas set in motion on 26 May 1940 and in a miraculous nine days 338
226 British and French troops were lifted off the beaches of Dunkirk (the British had hozade

only 50 000). But the BEF were forced to leave all heavy weapons and equipment behind. Two British
Divisiors and 120 000 men on lines of communication were also lost. France fell to the Germans and
hostilities eventually ceased on 25 June 1940. IWdzy S A GK |y FFANJ ol Gdt S
Anti-Aircraft equipment revealed the gun strength in Britain to be 1 280 heavyi(@l7 and 4.5nch)

guns and 517 light guns a mixture of 2pdr, 3inch and 40 mm. This may sound reasonable, but
compare the figures with the gun strength actually planned i.e.: 3 744 heavy, 4 410 light and 8 000
rocket projectorst There was obviously little hope of early delivery of the equipment ordered by
South Africa.

1 The Journal of the Royal Artillery, Gunners in the Battle of Britai 14.
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Invasion of Britain

After his successful invias of France Hitler ordere@peration Sealiorg a seaborne landinm Britain;
0dzi D2SNAYy3IQa [dzZFGFE20GS W |y RiithchelKiprRLuffidttdN®ini G2 R
Denmark August 6 was the opening day of the much vauntelier Tagg Eagle Dayair offensive;
Goering had over 800 aircraft and was confident that hiér Forcenould cripple the RAF in four days
and wipe it out entirely in four week§hewar to subdue the British in preparation for a crassannel
invasion begarwith Geman aircraft attacking Britain in July. Before 10 August they had lost 217
aircraft to 96 RAF fightergiirfields and RF (later called Radamwers in southern Britain were the
first to be hit. Some RDF towers were damagededmportantone was badly hi ¢ but all were back

in operation with 24 hours. They were never touched agathe Germans did not know what they
were or how much they would assist in the course of the air battle that follov@dthe night of
24/25 August faulty navigation lead t@imbs being dropped on London. Churchill felt that retaliation
was justified and for several of the following nights RAF bombers dropped bonibslon Hitler was
furious that they could penetrate so far into his Reich. He ordered the Luftwaffe to chargpts?

The Blitz
The Blitz beganwhen about 3000 2 Y6 S NE 2 TuftleffeS ésdogted Byaabout 600 fighters,
bombed London on the afternoon of 7 September 1940, causing huge fires which acted as beacons for
the waves of aircraft that followed. Ldoners eventually called i Wi KOB 9 SdpteriberQab
German pilot, Peter Stahh a JU8S, as part of [IGruppe Kampfgeschwade30, in an assembly of 200
bombers, recorded in his diary:
Very soon we have reached the outer AA Belt of the capitad. Brits are shooting
unpleasantly well, and the formation becomes restfess.

Mass formations of enemy aircraft flew over and bombed targets in Southern England and Wales and
on 12 September when theuftwaffe arrived overhead they were greeted by stroAgti-Aircraft fire

from newly arrived guns. The cresBannel invasion was eventually abandoned, but the Blitz would
continue for some time to come. With London specially targeted, small scalesome largerbut
persistent and wide spread air raids cantéd over Britain until January 1944. Andvasonly a few
months after that wherthe destructive, day and nightyfhgbomb attacksbegan.The first V2 Rocket
attack on London was made on 13 September 1944.

The Royal Artillery had a hudnti-Aircraft organisation in Britain, organised in three AAircraft
Corpsq two of five Divisiors each and one of twoDivisiors, each from seven to thirteeBrigades
strong, with up to fiveRegimens in eachBrigade They were spread over Britain, protecting
vulnerable areas, oneDivision of four Brigades with a total of seventeenRegimens and four
SearchlightRegimens between them, protected London orfly.

There was little hope of obtaining thanti-Aircraft equipment that had been ordered in February
1940. The epected air war on Britain began shortly after the order had been placed and Britain
needed every gun she could produce.

A Training Regiment

Until it left for the north the &t Anti-Aircraft Brigade had acted in a training capacity, and in the early

weeks of 19401y hFFAOSNEQ ¢ NI A ¥ bffcally from(il(FEbBry 1040RAbSBIE A & (i S
fifteen officers from the Cadet Training Battery at Potchefstroom transferred toAhg-Aircraft

officers trainingBattery ¢ possibly because they did not likeeing forced to ride horseg as was

expected of field gunner cadets. But, resulting from the decision to concendvatieAircraft training

in the Cape Peninsula instead of Potchefstroom, the Coast Artillery Directorate became fully
responsible foAnti-Aircraft training from 1 May 1941.

2 Chronological Atlas, pp. 22, 24, 26.
3 Militaria, 20/4, 1990, p. 15.
4 The heavy AntiAircraft strength of the RA at 30 September 1939 was 1083 Officers and 35 257 other ranks.
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With dual control ofCoast Artillery and Anti-Aircraft Artillery, and with the early policy of finding
reinforcements forAnti-Aircraft units in the field from theCoast Artillery it was inevitableg with
Qoast Instructors Gunneryalsotraining Anti-Aircraft recruits - that the training functions of the two
arms should be combined in the training institution already in existence on Robben Island.

Promotion

Colonel H.T. Newman, Royal Marines, writing asclir Military Operationsand Training (DMO&T)
addressed the AG on 31 October 1940 and pointed out that he had earlier recommended the
upgradingof the appointment of Lieutenanat Colonel Cilliers from DDCA to DCAA (Director Coast and
Anti-Aircraft) with the rank ofolonel, to cover theAnti-Aircraftorganisation which was included in his
RdziAS&ad ¢KS fSGGSNI 2y FTAES KIFIa GKS 62 NRawasPRSI f A
dealt with. Harry Cilliers was promoted to the temporary rank@ionel from 1 October 1940as

Director Coast ArtilleryThe post wadater £ 82 RSAaONA G SR | 4. ltWouRlbe2fguSt / 2 |
months before the post that Colonel Harry Cilliers occuiefibre the Directorate was rdesignated

G2 AyOf dzRS -HAONI & tadipable Hplytd the request passed to London Aaiti-
Aircraftequipment, was at that stage still awaited.

Equipment for Training

On 3 August 1940, with equipment obviously desperately required for training recruits before they
were sent toeither 1st or 2nd Anti-Aircraft Brigade, the DGO asked the CGS to investigate the
L2adaArAoAftAaide 2F | €21y FTNRY GKS 2FNJ hTFAO0S 2F SA
YR LINBRAOG 2 NE Q °The mplyfrond theyWayTificapideNsixJdeelS Jater, indicated

there was no obsolete equipment available since everything they had was in service. A loan was
impossible®. The DGTS was not to be dissuaded so easily. He asked on 31 October 1940 what the
situation was regarding delivery tifie 3.7inch guns ordered per indent 430He was told in a cable

from Wppositelyto Pechief)i.e.,from the office of the High Commissioner in London to @@Sn

Pretorig i KI 0 (GKS adzZJJ) e o6 a WOHSNE WR2 dzodisefagied 5 thédd | O2
fact that the War Office would be prepared to-censider the request athe end of another six

months.

Once again, in January 1941, another attempt was neaitiés time by DMQ& | who asked if the War

Office could make available four sgrviceable 3.77nch or 3inch guns for training. With BF A \yArgdi-a

Aircraft system in action each day the War Office cannot be blamed if it appeared to be a little
exasperated by the continuing requests. It replied via Oppositely on 31 January 194ittingghat

G§KSNE 6SNB y2 dzyaSNBAOSIo6ftS 3Fdzya Fa WHEf | NBE NB
SINIAS&ald Qo h LIS M iegly>sthtedis aStljalizbdidyg 8sgdiin training establishments

which would have to be replaced with&S NJ3A OS+ 6f S 3JIdzyad 6SNB Fye | JFAf
earlier statement about lighAnti-Aircraft guns, which it was said, would become available sooner

than heavy guns. It was suggested that the Union Defence Forces convert someBattavigsto a

light establishment.

But Technical Services could or would not understand the supply problem and made another attempt

to obtain equipment, pointing out that there had been a revival of recruitingMiati-Aircraft units and

AlG g1 & WAYISNITRANKS 20 KdSihdezazhiab® yoit@inin@ | + S &2dz | ye
GKAOK O2dz R 6S NBfSFaSR F2N) 0KA& Llz2N1L}2asSQs KS
would be helpful, but more would be welconfe.

The Military Liaison Officer in Loowl was in regular contact with the War Office attere was no
doubt in his replya Sy &4 2y wmn al NODK gKAOK NBLISIFGSR GKFG

SANDF Archives, CGS War, Box 10, file 3/8/, enc. 4.
Ibid., enc, 12.

Ibid.

Ibid., enc. 20.

Ibid., enc. 27.
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SljdzA LIYSy G OFly 0SS 3IAGSY d D dzyOpposiely MdtheAstaff o Sofith A R S NJ-
African House should know. London was being bombed daily. South Africa House was luckily not
among the large number of buildings in London either damaged or destroyed.

Not to be outdone the DGAF asked in May if there were any Bredas for aerediefence; the need

is great- his memorandum to the CGS stated. The War Officduneapparently asked how rmgy

Bofors would be required for training and the CGS cabled a repA6alune that twelve Bofors were
required for training centres at Cape Town and PretdtiA. strange answer when the onBmnti-
Aircraft training centre was at Cape Town, partly on Robben Island and partly at Pollsmoor. So
desperate was the training requirement that enquiries were made of the War Suppffee in
America and an order was eveually placed for 100 heav&nti-Aircraft guns and one hundred light
guns as well as searchlights.

The 3inch 20 cwt Guns

. @ Wdzt & mopnm { hdaP®ewt giinsldf Worl@ War Srie Siktage veere in the Middle East

and in action against theutwaffe. Defence Headquarters was asked if they could be retained and on

o {SLIISYOSNI mpnm GKS 5/ { O2yFANNSR (KIFId WwaAaRSI .
I R 2 dza & Briajhiidwever, agreed in lieu of the eight guns, to send to the Urdorir&ining

LJdzNLJ2 & S& > WT 2o0deNaind AndNtivoisiet§ df Bre adrzrdldfistruments from 1 SA Heavy AA
wS3AGQ oy2i0 asiha laterRwaNFIRBIA A BN G (G SRegintentii@h A AUgustQ1942.
Agreement was reached antié equipment atived in South Africa aboard the shishpoal at end

September 1941.

Searchlights

It was not only guns that were required fémti-Aircraft defence, but also searchlights. The Coast
Artillery organisation also needed searchlights. The standard equipmesgrvice in 1939 was the

{ SFNDODKf AIKG t NE2SOiGi2N) pnOY: 2 iKIND ADSSemisnO40S R W]
24 projectors (mobile lights) without generators or Ford trucks had arrived from Britain and were
storeR | & W¢ Q { ild, Ndar&ape To@rdZyha leakanceCok the order which amounted to 132
searchlights was awaited. Damage to factories in Britain and shipping difficulties and the urgency of
orders for British Service requirements seriously delayed the delivery of the SaithnAindents.

Seven generator sets had been shipped at the end of November 1940 with 22 sets on demand to be
AKALILISR WododdA ¥ Bdcausk Sfdhe dnBeBdinty of @elivérg ftot Britain it was decided in
late January 1941 to place orders for dnendred searchlights in America.

Warsugdn New York was approached about the possibility of soggine hundred searchlights. The

War Supplies representative in New York replied that General Electric could provide U.S. 1941 Army
Type 66inch searchghts with cable at a cost of $12 780 each and U.S. 1941 Army type petrol-engine
driven power plants at $3 100. Sperry sound locators were available at a cost of $5 500. Delivery of
five to ten units could be made in November 1941, fifteen units in Decerahd the balance in
January 1942. The Director General of War Supplies cabled back to confirm an order. But on 7 January
1941 the Chief Buyer, Director General War Supplies wrote to the CGS and told him that Sperry had
guoted practically the same price drcould bgin delivery in July 1941, and probably complete the
order by the end of the year provided an order was placed by 15 January 1941. This was accepted
and the General Electric order cancell@/arsuf New York confirmed the cancellation was @ot
problem. A large number of American Sperry lights were eventually in service in South Africa during
1941/45

Orders for one hundred of each of heavy and liginti-Aircraft guns from American suppliers were
also cancelled in July 1941,

10 |pid., enc. 40.

11 |bid., enc. 63.

12 pid. file 8/10 V.I.

13 SANDF Archives, CGS W3ar, Box 19, file CG83Vol. 1. Enc. 21.



68

A New Diretorate

Following the decision by the DCS in August 1940 to continue with the early policy of dual control of
coast andAnti-Aircraft Artillery to remain vested in one directorate, a new Directorate of Coast and
Anti-Aircraft Training was established wittifect from 1 October 1948 Lieutenant Colonel Harry
Cilliers who was appointed Director, was given temporary promotid@otonel from 12 December.

Scraping the Barrel

In early August the DGO indicated that 400 recruits were requiredCfoaist Artillery’® as soon as
possible anda monthly progress report to the CGS by DM©O&22 November 194the mentioned

that an Anti-Aircraftand Coast ANII A £ £ SNBE NBONMzZA GAy3 RNARGS KIFIR 0SSy
recruits being obtained 157 forAnti-Aircrat and 89 for theCoastANII A £ BuS INEBVdréh 1941, the

Union Defence Force was scraping the barrel for recruits and regulations had already been gazetted
for the control of industrial manpower; there was rationing of certain foodstuffs and petroltHare

was no serious awareness that South Africa was engaged in.a&\wamount of encouragemendy
exhortation, could produce neaxistent volunteers. The constant struggle for recruits did not bode
well for the future¢ there were already signs worsening as the months wore anthat the Union
Defence Forces would suffer a manpower problem

The political situation in the country, with many opposed to the war, prohibited full use of available
white manpower and in early 1941 the initial burst of rdzA A I &Y 0 KNP dz3 K2 dzii { 2 dzii K
had slowed down considerably. Coloured orgations had clamoured to be allowed to play their part

in the war effort and the Cape Corps was establishe® dhay 1940with the initial aim of providing
WaSOKIEy XM vy a L2 Nbur RoadvMdloryThaGspofl @ompanies, Cape Corps were formed

and went overland to East Africa where they did splendid work in keeping the fighting troops supplied.
They did 150 miles per day on average, two days out of three, Igaxtirthe third day, seven days a

week!’ They did their own repairs en route.

Gereral Smuts during February 1941 decidedatteviate the manpower problerhy makingthe fullest
of Cape Corps personnel in the coastd Anti-Aircraft Artillery organiation. With this policy of
diluting unitsan order of priority for the intake of NEAS personnel was given as:

SA Air Force and SA Engineer Corps

SA Artillery

YPeQ {SNBAOSa INIAalya
Much later, Cape Cor®attaliors were formed and underwent full traimj inall Infantry weapons.

Loss of Director

Forty year old Colonel Harry Cilliers, who had been appointed to the post of Director Coast Artillery
and AntiAircraft Training, did not live to see either tidast or theAnti-Aircraft organisation grow
during the months to come. Hand those travelling with him werenfortunately killed in an air crash

on 28 March 1941 while returning from an inspection at Walvis Bdlyers in the aircrafivere the
Director of Seaward Defence Fordeear Admiral @V. Halifax and Lieutenant Colonel .& Sheatrer,

Royal EngineersThe aircraftflyingin thick mist, struck a hillside at Baboon Poidar Elands Bay4

km from Saldanha. The post held by the late Harry Cilliers was occupied from 29 March by Lieutenant
Colonel AH.K Jopp, DSO, previously, Commanding Officer, Cape Peninsula Artillery Rugads
February 1940 it had been the Coast Artillery Brigatie) was given temporary promotion @lonel

and took over the functions of both DCA and DAAT.

14 Force Order 2595, 1941

5 CAB Gpl Box 12, file O (C.D.) 1/1.

16 SANDF Archives, CAB Gp 2 Box 27, file(C.D.3/1) Progress report, enc.17
17 East African and Abyssinian Campaigns, p. 237.
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Combined Taining

As a result of combining the training functions of the two arms in one training institution, the Anti
Aircraft Training and Reserve Depot @Wés officially established on the Island with effect from 1 May
1941.The first Part 2 Order N0.11941 ¢ taking a number of volunteers on strength was issued on 24
June 1941The Depot functioned as an autonomous unit under command of Ma§biisholm \ith

a small staff of officers. In later years asieutenantColone)] he commanded 4 Coast Regiment

1st Light AntiAircraft Regiment was established at Cape Town with effect from 1 May$ a4, was
formed from within the Goast Artillery organisation. Its title was altered tor® Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment(V), once it was realised that 1 and 2 LightiA&ircraft Regiments had been established in
North Africal® From 1 October 1941 the title of tHeegimentbecame 8d Anti-Aircraft Regiment ()/2°
The newRegimentfunctioned in a training role at Pollsmoor, where both coast and elemerfati
Aircraft training for whitepersonnel was undertaken, while Cape Corps men were under training on
Robben IslandOncethe four 3-inch 20 cwt guns from the Middle East had arrived in Cape T8wn,
Anti-Aircraft Regiment was also given an operational role, with detacttsnef two 3inch 20 cwt
Anti-Aircraftguns at Paarden Island and another two at Fort WynyBetordshow that by the end
of April two 40 mmBofors had been placed on charge of the Akiticraft Training and Reserve Depot
and it was these guns that wereanned by ahird detachment at Cape Town docKs.

Dilution Policy
wSadzZ GAYy3a FNRY D Soh SiNdor the {D¥piayi BiRctoRd® Odast Aril Awtircraft
Artillery was instructed to accept Cape Corps men for training asaaastners but he ad his senior
Staff Officer, Majr Len Klootwylg so legend has it took one look at the first draft of men from the
Cape Corps depot at Kimberley, and refused to accept tHeMuot legend as thought by a former
coastl gunnerc but fact, and as a resultf¢he incident the DDCA wrote to DG@ 7 Septembeand
asked him to task recruiting officers to take special care in the selection of recruilsdst Artillery
WAY 2NRSNJ (2 FF@2AR G§KSANI NB2S @ihAtileymer sent fioyha dzA G |
Johannesbur@?® He indicated that dismissing men as unsuitable caused privation and must be avoided
if at all possible.
The DGO concurred with these sentiments and recommended the use of private sehyclidne
recruiting officers He also stated that thAnti-Aircraft Brigadétak ¢ SNBE WO2y aA RSNJI o f
I.

a
FYR GKFG FG t€SFad m nnn NBONMzZAGA 6SNBE ySSRSR Y F
Colonel Jopp sent for 2nd LieutenantER. Watermeyer (after the war: the Hon MrJustice
Watermeyer) and gave him the task of finding suitable recruits to be trained as aagstners, to

enable white coastl gunners to be posted to Anti-Aircraft Regiment, which, although operational

was still in the process of being brought up to autbedi strengh.

Recruiting

The coast andnti-Aircraftorgansation launched its own recruiting campaign from 1 May 1941, and it
resulted in 113 white men and 215 Cape Corps personnel attesting fainfaliservice. These figures
were broken down for the informatio of the CGS into groups of under and over 35 years of age. The
over 35s numbered 58 white and 10 coloured men. The reason for this lay behind the decision by the
CGS that men under the age of 35 should be transferredhtéAircraftunits in the field ad all those

over 35 would be retained ibast Artillery. The younger men, after initigoast Artillery training

would become reinforcements for th&nti-Aircraftbranch.

With Lieutenant Gilchrist and one other officer, and working in closepsationwith the Recruiting
Officer at the New Drill Hall, Tennant Street, Cape Town, the three officers visited country towns

18 SANDF Archives, DCS CGS, Box78.

19 |bid., UWH Admin files, Box 4.

20 1bid., CGS War, Box 60/3, file 0149, enc. 30.

21 History of AA Organisation 19391945, p24.

22 South Africa at War, p107.

23 SANDF Archives, CAB Gp1, Box 12, file O(C.D.) 1/1, enc.49.
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arranging for potential recruits to come in to Cape Town. The Watermeyer recruiting team went
further afield, even to Beaconsfield itsé#f separate mining camp in its early diamemthing days but

now a part of the city of Kimberley), to select more recruits, until it came to the attention of Colonel
Hoy, Officer Commanding NeBuropean Army Servicesho ordered recruiting to stop. Theason for

this peremptory instruction was not known bititcertainly displeased Colonel Jopp. The ruling made by
Colonel Hoyhad resulted from his contention that he had been given a charter by General Smuts to
recruit a Cape Corps, and he was now witireggshe first attempt to break ugis Corps When the

Field BranchArtillery at the same time began recruiting Zulus for a fiRlegimentand commenced
training them at Eshowe it resulted in some friction and he complained officiallyrasigtedthat the
YyBsRKAGSQ YSy 0S5 hs@8danitivnioByR G KNP dz3 K

For several months there was a certain amount of confusion regarding the satjani of diluted

units. At Staff Conference No 21 on 8 October 1941, the A.G. mentioned that he was having trouble
gAGK [/ 2f 128 2y (GKS f2aa 2F ARSyGAdGe 2F GKS /I
IAPGSY | OKIFNISNI 68 GKS tNRAYS aAyAadSNI gKAOK 3Tl
recruited by him would be members of the Cape Corps. Hesacclbefence Headquarters with

breaking up theorganisationof his unit and doing away witksprit de corpsThis argument appears to

have been waived aside in the discussion that followed and the result was that members of the Cape
Corps used inthe dil@giy 2F WgKAGSQ dzyAida ¢62dzZ R St 02YS (KS
the SA Artillery, SA Engineer Corps and the SA Air Force.

At the following Staff Conference held on 15 October 1941, the CGS intimated that he had discussed
this with the Ministe of Defence who had ruled that they should definitely be incorporated. Coloured
personnel transferred to the SA Air Force, Engineers and Artillery should become members of those
units and wear the appropriate badgé&dt never happened; buafter the condusion of hostilities the

l ®D® f AR R2gy Ll2fA0O& o0& adl Ay 3-Edvopeans atréhéldny Sy i
diluted units within the Union shall preserve their identity by continuing to wear their distinctive
oFR3ISa YR odziti2zyadQ

Lietenant Watermeyer personally selected the best of eimreasing numbers reporting for
attestation, as future coaat gunners. Once they had passed medical examination, these wiem,
were the pickof the colouredcommunity still out of uniform, were serid Robben Island and began
elementary training in foot drill. In September 1941, just when work began on the construction of
permanent bungalows for the coloured gunners, 400 were earmarked for transfer tArti\ircraft
Regimens in Egypt.

Cape CorpS&unners

It was reaked that the Depot was a temporary expediency and although efforts had earlier been
madeto secure adequate equipment for the formation of a separAtdi-Aircraft Shool, there was as

yet no move in this direction. The training of @aporps men as futurAnti-Aircraft gunners, one of

the original functions of the depot, continued on Robben Island. Although dual contfadast and
Anti-Aircraft Artillery remained under one Directorate, and with the early policy of finding
reinforcements for fieldArmy Anti-Aircraft units from theCoastArtillery still in place, it was inevitable
that policy on the use of NEAS personnel would change, as it would in due course.

Another Recruiting Drive

“

In July 1941 Colonel Jopp, anxious about recdifin St SESR t NBGiU2NAL = &0l GAy
dzy RSNJ Y& FSSiG Ay 200GFAyAy3a NBONHAGA 0STF2NB 20KS

tour of the southern and eastern Cagdhe anticipatedmileage was 3 250 milesfrom 1 August to

25 September to try and recruit 2 500 Coloured men for tmast and Anti-Aircraft Artillery.

t SNY¥A&aaAz2y ¢l a 3IAGBSY F2N) Fy2iKSNJ NBONHzZA GAy3a G2d
NEBIljdzA NBYSy G az @Al FoLKANEBSER YLISOREesyidABitAdaraie ANSh6rityy

24 |bid. PageB9
25 |bid.
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was granted in writing on 11 August 19%but Lieutenant Guicherit and Sergeantad already left

Robben Island for the second tour of the Western Province which was undertaken from 11 August to

10 Septembef! Towards he end of July/September the Director of Recruiting, Brig Werdmuller, had

to forbid recruiting for the Cape Corps or the Indian and Malay Corps in humerous country areas

stretching from Paarl, Stellenbosch and Somerset West through to Worcester, Tulbalgh an
NERI&aR2N1JE ¢6KSNB TFIFNYSNA KIR 0S®D2VYiS2WNEA (141085 Y deC

extended to even more magisterial districts for the same reason.

Basic Training

On Robben Island the men received a very thorough basic training wittersf under whom they
would eventually serve. They were inspired by a keenness which showed itself in September 1941
when the first draft of secalled gunners, who had never handled a rifle or yet seen a Bdéiatis
Aircraft gun, were ferried across to ¢hmainland to entrain for Durban to take ship for the Middle
East. Accompanying them were three officers and half a dozen white NCOs under Captain (T/Major)
N.N.D. Orpen, all routed to 1 Light Arfiircraft Regiment in Egypt. The main speculatro@ape dwn

with the Officer Commanding/as whetherthe draft would even get as far as Durban with the full 400
men. Yet, when the first roll call was taken aboard ship after a hurried embarkation, it was found that
he had not 400, but 401.

The Japanese Threat
At this time events occurred in the Pacific that altered all planning. With Britain standing alone against
Germany, a new threat liedeveloped in the East, and a new phase in the war was about to begin.

Manpower

By January 1942 the mpower shortage was so acute that the CGS expressed the view that it should
seldom be necessary to discharge anyone as medically unfit due to the new medical categories being
applied. Men were therefore to be retained on service up to the limit of theilacép to serve. The

Union Defence Forces had long before this begun to feel the pinch as far as recruits were concerned.
More men were joining the Air Force than those going to the Army and Seaward Defence Force
combined. The recruiting situation was slgwlorsening and causing concern and efforts had to be
made to provide additional manpower. TlbastArtillery was an obvious place to look to for recruits.
While absolutely necessary for the purpose of defending the harbours that were so vital to the war
effort, it nevertheless tied men up permanently.

Women at War

22YSy $gSNBE o0SAy3 AyONBlFaiay3ate SYLI28SR® ¢KS 2
established by Proclamatio®87, 1939 dated 17 November 193%nd deps were takeron 18 May

1940 in terms b Emergency Regulation 30 of the National Emergency Regulations to establish the
22YSy Q8 ! dzEAfALFNE ! ANJ C2NODS 6211 C0 YR GKS 22YI )
part-time basisas a prelinmary step towards permanent establishment. A fdays later- on 22 May

1940 ¢ the AG wrote to confirm their status as ftilne volunteers. There were soon numbers of

women in uniform, and already beginning to make a marked difference to the war effort by releasing

men for other tasks.

By July 1940 té first women had been sent to East African headquarters as typisiad by

September 1942, 7 00@omen had attested in the WAARhey operated searchlights and other
instruments of the Air Forc@nti-Aircraft units that were later formedProclamation 2%, 1942 in
Government Gazette Extraordinary 3091 declared that it would be lawful to employ women of the
WADC in duties other than nezombatant dutesa SY6 SNB 2F (GKS 22YIl yQ&a ! dzE
(WAAS)were first recruited on 7 June 1940. They provigetsonnel for all the duties that could
NEfSFaS YSy F2NJ Y2NB FOGA@S NRfSa Ay GKS g NJ ¢
SyOdzyo NI y0SaQ ¢S N®asiiAtlehigsBuments.20ve? 403 WdménWho became

26 SANDF Archives, CAB Gp 2, Box 123, file C.D. 21/3
27 lbid., file C.D. 21/2.
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known as the ASWAAS, AriMIi& { LISOA Lt Aada 2 2YSyeantualgraakreddl NBE | N
the QoastArtillery instruments, allowing many men to be released for front line uffits.

Key men, those who kept the wheels of industry turning were not permitted to volunteer fetirfid|
service, but in May it was decided to allow key men to be recruited intopidug-time National
Volunteer Brigade, formed on 1 October 1940. This remained a police and not a military reserve for
the time being, despite the time and energy which theSCAAad his staff devoted to it.

3-inch 20 cwt anti-aircraft gun on semi-mobile mounting ready to move, 1920

3-inch 20 cwt anti-aircraft gun on semi-mobile mounting in action, 1920

Figure 12: 3-inch 20 cwt AntiAircraft Gun

28 Island at War, pp. 154, 155.
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CHAPERNINE

1st ANTIAIRCRAFT BRIGAIBAST AFRICA

Arrival of the Air Defene Gunners

On 1 June the first elements obtlAnti-Aircraft Brigadeg Brigade headquarters,1st Anti-Aircraft
Battery under Major GVN. Meister, and the SearchlightBattery, arrived at Mombasa, the first
combatant unit of the South African Army to serve outside South Africa in World War Theo.
Brigadeorganisation was baseoh that of a heavyAnti-Aircraft Regimentand itwas still considerably
under strength but as it had only one section of six searchlights, instead of a comBktery of
eighteen lights, there was in effect a saving of some 225 personnel. Shortageateeraade up by
two drafts, one of 62 men in September and another of 114 in December 1940.

Lieutenant Colonel Je#ly, who had flown to East Africa ahead of his unit, had arranged to take over
the Tudor Hotel as headquarters of thl&rigade The building, after the war called Tudor House
occupied a beautiful position facing Port Tudor Reach, three miles from Kilindini or MonTiresa.
staff settled in, just a week before Italy declared war and long before any other South African ground
forces reached Ke/a. TheBrigadeworkshop detachment was also located at the hotel. Lieutenant
Stevens and his thirty men had a mobig@it unit and a smattering of various tools, but there was only
one man on his staff who was capable of effecting repairs to predichamight finders and other
technical equipment. The entire South Africanti-Aircraftorganisation in East Africa depended on his
skill.

Deployment
Major GW. Meister, commandingdlst Anti-Aircraft Battery was instructed tooccupy positions, to
enable it b defend the ageld cral island from attack by air and in a general scheme of defence
against air attack, decided upon in conjunction with the SA Air Foectpas of tvo guns each were
deployed at as follows:

No. 1 Section at Nyali Bridge,

No. 2 Setion at Makupa Road,

No.3 Section at Port Reitz airfield,

No. 4 Section at the golf course.
The first, second and fourth sections each had twiach 20cwt Anti-Aircraft guns, but No3 Section
also had Lewis guns.

The remainder of theAnti-Aircraft Brigadearrived at Mombasa on 8 June, and South Africa was
further represented by No. 1 Light Tank Company atid Hield Brigade, when these units also
disembarked that dayThe air defence position at Mombasa was relieved whad &nti-Aircraft
Brigade arived andallowedthe use ofdth Anti-Aircraft Battery at Mombasa

After the arrival of theremainderof the Brigade positionsfor 2nd AnttAircraft Batterywere arranged
in the Mombasa area and, by 20 June, permanent gun positions were occupieel Battery at:
Magidi House, Shell Hee, Pratt House, Shell airfielflo. 1 Section,
al 1dzLd . NAR3IS> 5SPAfQa Lafl yRNb 2/Skction,f S { KSR&
Port Reitz aireld and old quarantine stationNo. 3 Section, and with No. 4 Sectiat
Port Reitz airfield

By 24 June 1940,@ Anti-Aircraft Battery positions were organised in four sections comprising 27
posts. Ammunitions drums were loaded with three rounds of tracer to one round of ball. Each gun was
supplied with five drumslg Searchlight Battery had detachments positioned on the island near the
Kenya and Uganda Railway restaurant, at the Old airfield and at Makupa Bridggeneral defence
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plan was for fighters to take off immediately on receipt of a warnaighe approachof enemy
aircraft, and to gain &eight of not less than 1600 ft. Until a signal arrived from Air Force
headquarters, enemy aircraft were to be engaged by the ground defences at all altitudes, but after
receipt of the signal, guns were to confine thertves to ranges up to 15 000 ft only

Searchlights were widely dispersed, each light being up to two to three km from its neighbour and it

was possibly for this reason that Lieutenant Garlick was transferred frdnAi-Aircraft Battery to

the Searchligh Battery to help lessen the pressure of control from the shoulders of Captain H
Mackenzie. Initially there was no radar and an elementary warning system was put ircplac&? © 2 | a {
g1 GOKSNR 4 alfAYRAZ y2NIK 27¥F argBmodidationhwas by Rand y 2 (i K &
ONI y1SR G(StSLK2ySaod ''G SIFIOK Llad I wxtz20ltf AyKLI
shipcl YR . gl yl g2dz R AYYSRAFGSte& GStSLK2yS C2NINBa

The position at Mombasa was relieved whemd2Anti-Aircraft Brigade arrived; it allowedtht Anti-
Aircraft Battery to be temporarily attached tostl Anti-Aircraft Brigade at Mombasa for the
foreseeable future.

> =

M R ~ ¥, B i) b .
Figure 13: A sound locator somewhere in Kenya photographedghitnBureau of Informatioi official photograph

At this stagat was estimated thattaly had some&50 000troops inEast Africa (against 350360 000
stated by the Italians}ut moreover, it had approximately 325 aircraft. The possibility existeddhat
overland invasion or a major raid on the Transvaal via Portuguese terbtmgme a possibility that
the South AfricarGeneral Staff had to consider.

1 Notes by Major N. Garlick.
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At 4.45 pm on 10 June 1940, the British Ambassador in Rome was informed by Count Ciano, Italian
Minister for Foreign Affairs that at one minute past midnight Italy would be at war with Great Britain.
The next day South Africa officially declared war on Italy; and in Mombasa the pilots of No.1 Fighter
Squadron, SAAF, with its four Hurricanasd the personel who manned the Hartebeests of No. 11
Bomber Squadron waited, just as thenti-Aircraft gunners were doing, for the arrival of the first
aircraft of theRegia Aeronauticto attack Mombasa

Malaria

Malariaand VDwas a problem. The strength of tigigadeat 3 July was 49 officers and 734 other

ranks, with 53 noreffectives in hospital and one in detention. Six days later the number had risen to

one officer and 74 other ranks. A peak was reached for July when there was one officer and 85 other
ranks n hospital. Gunner P Barnard died on 12 July after being hospitalised. Everyone had been issued
with mosquito nets, mosquito cream and quinine on the day of arrival and quarters were sprayed
twice daily. These measures, together with lectures by mediciteo$, assisted in abating the
incidence of malaria but casualties from this cause nevertheless remained high. Neil Garlick recorded
AY KAa y20iSa GKFG Whdz2NJ FANRG NBFf Oladzaftae gl a
YSyidlf OFasSoQ

Malaria cases continued to surface and a high peak of illness was reached when two officers and 92
other ranks were in hospital. The arrival of 35 men as reinforcements fromrileA2 Brigade was
therefore timely. They were posted tostLAnti-Aircraft Battery. A drop to the more usual figure of
about 69 was registered by the month end

Radar

Radar¢ then known as RDF (Radio direction Finding), developed at the Bernard Price Institute,
Pretoria, using parts purchased from radio shops in Johannesburg, andigingdt an amateur radio
handbook for guidance, arrived in Eddtica It was the first set made and had been tested at Avoca,
Durban. Designated JB 1, it arriviedJuly 1940The setwas installed on a hilf named South Africa
Hill, at Mambrui, north ofMalindi ard about 160 km north of Mombas®8y1 August 1940it wasin
operation andable to give early warning of aircraft moving south towards Mombasa. It was thought
that any attack would take place at dawn or dusk so the set operated for fourteen lhowach
twenty-four. It was the first radar set designed and built by atBdAfrican teamand there was a
constant stream of technical calls to keep it on the @liey operated near the Italian frontier and the
sectioncWb 2 @ ™M { SOU A 2i3f war dstpldlishmeatKvasiite officérFoledl Sergeanttwo
corporals, four privates, no bicycles, no motor cycles, noomoars, three light trucks, one pistol and
seven rifle®

They were supported by a section of Lewis gunners to prowidg-Aircraft cover. Malaria was
endemic and the gunners did not escape it. The all got it, in spite of the rules that mosquito nets were
to be worn over helmets, with long trousers and gaiteas extremely hot form of dress in an
extremely hot place. The SSSreascaped it. They lidein a mosquiteproof bungalow with a local
thatched roof and a dico ceiling to exclude snakés/ater was to be boiled but mosquito larvae was
often found swimming in itThe Anti-Aircraft officer who was also responsible for wateeatment

had his own ideas; he drank half a bottle of gin with the water each day, and remained in excellent
health.¢ KS F¥22R ¢l a o0FRT (GKS 0221Qa ljdad4 ATAOIGAZ2Y

(SN

The Radar set was the forerunner of ott&wuth Africarbuilt sets including one of a different design

for use by %t Anti-Aircraft Brigade at Mombasa. It aroused considerable interest in Royal Air Force
circles in theMiddle Eastbut when an RAF officer was sent to Mombasa to decide on the siting of a
station he was totally unaware #t a South African set was already operating. Such was the secrecy

2 Notes by Major Neil Garlick
3 South African Radar in World War I, p. 25.
4 Ibid.



76

on both sides that he was not allowed tolt#de local commandes why he was there. Communication
was therefore somewhat difficult. ThAnti-Aircraft Brigade Canmander, Lieutenant Glonel Stan
Jeffey, finally told Squadron Leader Atherton that if, by any chance, he was thinking of putting a radar
station there, he ought to know that there was already dneoperation The Squadron Leadevas
astounded.The RAFstalled theirstation two years laterby which time the air threat had probably
evaporated®

In the last days of August 1940, the first South African troops began to move forward from training
areas to the frontier districts.

Searchlight practices atdmbasa were held regularly, and twice a d@atteriesroutinely stoodto. On

1 September whemMajor Harry Scholtz and hith Anti-Aircraft Battery of &d Anti-Aircraft Brigade
arrived, it took over four LMG defencgosts ¢ at Linkoni Wireless Station, H#t Triangles in
Mombasa, Flora Point and at LinkonndAon 17 September it took over two more of the LMG
defences at Magadi House and Shiman&i new LMG post was established at PalalaiBoe 4th
Battery held these pais until 23 October when it rpined its ownBrigade

Air raids on Mombasa were surprisingly infrequeAn ar-raid alarm for one of these raids was
sounded on the morning of 20 September when an unknown aircraft was sightedwsestiof Kilifi.

All gun sections took post but half an urolater the aliclear was sounded. Six days later the
searchlightsection moved from Port Tudor to a site behind the Palace Hotel in Kilindini Road,
Mombasa and from there, on the last day of the mordhe searchlight detachmermo-operated with

the coas defences in a practicehoot One gunner has written in his memoirs that he and others
learned later that¥ tke Italians thought Mombaswas peppered with heavy A.A. guns because from
the air the wells that were pumped by having a blindfolded ox walkinigpd and round at the end of

a 12 ft pole looked like gupits in photograph$fQ

Possible Attack

There were worries about Italian intentions and in a personal and secret cable sent to Mr Sydney
Waterson, High Commissioner for South Africd@mdon, by the CGS, Lieutenant General Sir Pierre

van Ryneveld, the latter stated thétere had been unofficial talks with senior UDF officers who had
indicated that intelligence reports indicated the Italians were concentrating in Italian Somaliland and
were a serious threat to Mombasa. South African Troops, he said, had nothing to hold off an attack
which would be done by tanks and armoured vehicles. If Mombasa falloriiemued it would have

disastrous effect on all Southern Africa and endangec@ihmunications. He asked if #hti-Tank

guns 2-pdr complete with spares and associated stores for seBatieries with 80 000 rounds of
ammunition and 50Anti-Tankriflesbea Sy i i 2y 0S WiKS ! yA2y C2NDSa
attack willbede§ i SRQ® 1S SyRSRY {{iNRy3fe a&adaA3Sad e2dz a
Prime Minister® YYSRA I 4GS | OGA2Yy &aK2dzZ R 0S5 (F 1Sy 20KSNBAa

It was a worry. The lItalian strength waser 291 000, and increasing daflyhen operatbns began
they had a numerical superiority of ten to oneayjth 39 light tanks and 126 armoured cars and over
800 guns, includingnti-Aircraftguns. The Duke of Aost@mmanderin-Chief of Italian forces in East
Africa, also had ample stocks of rationsdasupplies of petrol, oil and lubricants, but much of his
transport was worn out after five years of use.

There is no record of a reply and one is left to wonder whether the CGS was aware of the real picture
of events in East Africa and wiet he knewthe South African troops hadrekdy moved to forward
positions

Ibid., p. 26.

Story written by former Gunner Ron Myburgh, accompanied by letter dated 9,9,2008
SANDF Archives, CGS War, Box 10, file 3/9 Vol. 1, enc. 21.

The East African and Abyssinian Campaigns, pp. 18, 19.
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Mombasa was thinly protected with only 1st Anti-Aircraft Brigade and its eightiBch 20 cwt guns
and a number of twin Lewis guns which had a limited range.

Range Practice

In Octoberall ranks attended range practice with rifle and LM®st the month was relatively
uneventful until the 24ay, when the approach of two enemy aircraft was reported by Malindi. The
aircraft did not reach Mombasa and, from a height of 15 000 feet, droppeeefiftbombs at Malindi

instead, twelve of which fell into the sea. The remainder caused very slight damage to the airfield.
Again on the afternoon of 28 October three hostileng-range bombersapproached Mombasa from

the sea at a height of 20 000 feet bwithdrew northwards without pressing an attack. Fighters sent

up to intercept them failed to contact. Thanti-Aircraft Batterieshad practised gun drill diligently
RdzZNAYy 3 (GKS Yz2yidkKa 2F 2LISNF A2yt Ayl OGaadnde I yF
LIN OGAOSQ &G GF NBSUG ainch §uhss OndBuspecks lthat this lvasiariRlertaken tdil K S
WESG 2FF aidSIFYQ FFGSNI GKS FTNHAGNI GA2y 2F aSSAiy3

December was another uneventful month of routine and trainwgh not even & alarm to relieve

the monotony. Sickness continued to be a drain on the strength oBtiigade with between 50 and

70 in hospital throughout the montiThe actual strength of thBrigade(four Batteriesg including 4h
Anti-Aircraft Battery, and a seahtight section) was 56 officers and 882 other ranks against an
establishment of 65 officers and 1576 other ranks. Based on the establishment dddtteriesthe
Brigadewas understrength at this stage by nine officers and 694 other ranks; and even tinré¢lee
Batteryestablishment, 419 other ranks were required to bring it up to full strend#spite the arrival

in September of a draft of 62 men. The situation was further relieved wthersecond draft of 114
arrived during December 1940.

: SR e Ot -~ - o
Figure 14: Mombasa A detachment of 1st Andiircraft Battery loading their 3nch 20 cwt AntiAircraft gun
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Advance Headquarters

On 13 December Major General George Brink opened his advance headquarters at Marsabit and
thereafter reconnoited a possible line of advance into Abyssinia. Three days laté8A Infantry
Brigade went into action at EI Wak. The East African campaign that would be fought bt B4 1
Division over the next few months, had begun.

The 2xd Anti-Aircraft Brigade wastill protecting the vital port of Mombasa but on 9 January 1941 a
warning order instructed 12d Anti-Aircraft Battery to stand by for a move. Two days after receipt of

the order a small party from thBatteryleft for Nairobi to take over a number of velés. On the day

that followed Battery headquarters and three sections left Mombasa by rail for Nairobi and Nakuru.
All posts previously manned by@ Anti-Aircraft Brigade at Nakuru and Nanyuki were taken over by
2nd Anti-Aircraft Battery, which was subgeently reinforced by a section supplied by 3rd AA Battery.

On 9 February orders for the augmentBdtteryto take more advanced positions were received.

Battery headquarters and No. 2 Section moved to the airfield at Garissa where 12 SAAF Bomber
Squadrorwas situated; No. 1 Section went to the airfield at Husseini with 11 Bomber Squadron; No. 3
Section was posted at Kolbio and No. 4 Section was attachedhodAtiZzcan Division at Aligabi.

No. 4 Section had in fact been attached frond 2nti-Aircraft Batery and hadsincebeen manning
GKSANI [ S6A & 3 dzf dovedidn 10 Rbriafy NEraAli GabidaiBélles Gugani and then to
Afmadu, whergeon 10 Februarythe section had the distinction of being the first section to actually
fire on an enemy agraft. The Italians came in at about 4 000 feet in the small hours of the morning
and dropped sticks of bombs on the airfield, without doing any material damage. A ground mist
obscured the vision of the gunnetsut the bombers were in any case out of genof the twinLewis

guns. But two hours later a mukingire bomber, a Savoia 79, ventured down to an altitude of 700
feet and was met with the concentrated fire of five twlilewis guns. Direct hits were seen to be scored
on the plane which, having jettised its bomb loadflew off in a hurrybut was nevertheless brought
down and credited to B1 Anti-AircraftBatteryc i KS T A NBR (i  WBaftefyfNext day tiRé&e ofo @ K-
the twin-Lewis LMGs were moved forward to Gobwen airfield near Kismayu.

1st Anti-Aircraft Battery moves

Meanwhile, at Mombasa, preparations were underway for the movement of two sectionst éinti-
AircraftBattery. They embarked on HMDumraand the ship sailed on 15 February, anchored the next
night at Lamu, and arrived at Kismayw 19 February. A few days later new gun positions ifatr&nti-

Aircraft Battery were reconnoitred by Lieutenant Colonel dsffwho was appointed to command the

fixed defences of Kismayu and Mogadishhe takeover of former Italian coast defence gunsdame

part of 1st Anti-Aircraft. NA 3 RS Qa , sivagd Jaies sranstf ArticAcraft Battery began
sorting out and servicing this equipment. By 26 February one gun on the island at Kismayu was in
service and being manned by a detachment of fermoasal gunners serving in thBattery.

Lieutenant Colonel Je#y, luckily with experience gained in the prear Coast Artillery Brigadeyas
appointed to command the fixed defences of Kismayu and Mogadidbieft for the latter harbour
the same dayto conduct a survey of thénti-Aircraft and coast defences therélis unit- the light
Anti-Aircraftcomponent of &t South African Division (V) as envisaged in proposals made in 4839
being scattered faand wide. It made administration difficult.

At Mombasa the headquarters ofBAnti-Aircraft Battery and two sections were warned to be ready

to move by road to Kismayu. The convoy left on 27 Febriadi,and it was followed by Brigade
headquarters on 2 March. On arrival in Somaliland 1, 2, 34&kctions were deployed for the
protection of the harbour at Merca, the satellite airfield at Gobwen, the harbour at Kismayu and the
fFYyRAY3 ANRdzy R G +£A 00302 NR | AntRMdraf Bekte@ylwere drganisedfad A O S NJ
No. 5 Section tdake charge ofAnti-Aircraft equipmentcapturedon Kismayu Islandnd to make it
serviceableso as to createa four gun mobile Anti-Aircraft section. This section fell undetst Anti-

Aircraft Battery for administration and disciplinéieutenant Rees of 81 Anti-Aircraft Battery was
detached to act as Battery Commander, Coast Defence Battery, Kismayu Island. He had under his
command a detachment from Anti-Aircraft Battery. Lieutenant Upton and some men from the
SearchlightBatterywere shipped to Britisisomaliland with twir_ewis guns but saw no action
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Theremainderof 3 Anti-Aircraft Battery ¢ one officer and 27 other ranksthus remained at Kismayu

with 1 Anti-Aircraft Battery, while the Battery Headquarters and a section &ndi-Aircraft Battery

were stationed at Mercaand sections of Anti-Aircraft Battery at Mogadishu. The Searchlight Battery
had remained at Mombasa but in early March was warned to be ready to move to the Middle East.
The movedid not take place for another month.

On 11 MarchNo. 2 Section, rid Anti-Aircraft Battery moved to Daghabur and was attached to the
SAAR 41 Army CGaoperation Squadron. The section provided ningn Lewis LMGs for the defence of

the airfield. No sooner had the section arrived than three Savoia bonflesvsover but dropped their
bombs about two miles away. The aircraft wémeany eventwell out of range. But later that day two

CR 42 Fiats came down to 2 000 feet to macigine the airfield. The twihewis guns opened fire and
registered hits. Both &iraft were subsequently shot down by fighters. The section was moved to
Giggaga airfield and on several occasions enemy aircraft provided activity fairtRercebut were

never within range of the guns. On 23 March, however, four Fiats came down te@&0® machine
3dzy | ANDNI TG 2y GKS INBdzyR® ¢KS abDa 2LISYSR 6A0K
One appeared to be badly damaged and an unconfirmed report stated that it had crashed in the
mountains. Three days later the section reeeal orders to return to Mogadishu, together with No. 4
Section which had been stationed at Gorrarei since-kafch.

Meanwhile two sections of st Anti-Aircraft Battery moved from Mombasa by sea with Brigadier

. dzOK | yhb $AQfantry Brigade to Berlagrarriving there on 22 March. The derricks of the ship
were not powerful enough to offoad the 3inch Anti-Aircraftguns and tractors and, on 27 March gun
detachments reembarked and the ship sailed to Aden. The heavy equipment was transhipped to
anothervessel with heavier derricks and it sailed to Berbera where the guns and tractors were landed.
From 2d Battery, F Troop under Lieutenant Moseley was possibly the most advance unit. On being
withdrawn they returned with a white goat which the unit tooktkvit to Libya.

By the end of March the curtain was beginningtoringdownstf 1 5 A @A aA2y Qa | OUA DA
and units of theDivisionbegan moving off to the Middle East, the first overland convoy leaving on 5

April. At midnight on 6 Aprilaanmand of &t SA Division area passed totd2\frican Division and

under command of the latter there were a number of South African units, including a sectigh of 5
Anti-AircraftBattery at Yavillo. Thetld Anti-Aircraft Battery under Major Harry Scholehich had been

in southern Abyssinia was at Nanyuki and had a sectionhoABti-Aircraft Battery attached. In view

of the impending move ofsk Anti-Aircraft Brigade to the Middle East, Major Len Klootwyk assumed

duty as Commander, Coast Defences, theleving Lieutenant Colonel Jef§ of this additional
responsibility.

But there was a problem with the shipment of the two sections-oich 20 cwtAnti-Aircraftguns that

had accompanied th8rigade They had been loaded from quayside cranes but thalition of the

eSade yR GKS FIOG dKIdG GKS aKALIQa RSNNROlAa 6¢
unloading. So the gunner personnel ofdland 4h Sections reembarked and the ship sailed to Aden.

They arrived at Aden on 5 April and the persrin ¢ SNB |j dzr NI SNBER Ay (GKS Ww
lines. Their equipment, when landing was completed on 8 April, was placed in the care oftithe 15

Hong Kong and Singapore Battery. The next day an advance party of the two sections took over the
equipmert of the Hong Kong and Singapore Battery that was apparently aboard thaisg, three 3

inch 20 cwt guns on naval mountings and a section of 40 mm Bofors. The ship sailed for Berbera the
next day. Eight other ranks were left at Aden to guard Bagtery equipment, the remainder of il

and 4h Sections sailing for Berbera on tB&Ayamonte They arrived th next day, finated the take

over of the Hong Kong and Singapore Battery equipment and were able to greet men from No. 5
Section who were guarding 6®lian POWSs.

Meanwhile at Kismayu a decision to load thre®8 and six iton lorries as deck cargo aboard tB&
Tayariwas abandoned and the light&igi which had a 14on crane was brought alongside and the
vehicles were then transshipped the largerTayari,which sailed for Mombasa on 8 April.
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1st Anti-Aircraft Brigade Prepares to Move

In preparation for the move to Egypt with othestIDivision units, Brigade headquartersst Anti-
Aircraft Brigade andriti Anti-Aircraft Battery, on 1 April dlogadishu, prepared to leave for Kismayu.
They arrived two days later to joirstiAnti-Aircraft Battery, lessritl and 4h Anti-Aircraft Sections.

Loading of approximately 14 000 rounds of Italian ammunition and 6 000 rounds foritioh uns
progressé slowly because of the rise and fall of the tide. The ebb tide necessitated the use of a winch.
Loading of ammunition continued day and night until 1.00pm on 15 April. Fiheh3guns of 4t Anti-
Aircraft Battery were brought to the jetty with tractors drskidding and all guns were loaded by
9.00pm. Loading parties were chatgevery four hours and as soon as a lighter was loaded it was
moved out tothe ship in the roadstead, a mile distant from the jetty. Loadiogtinuedthe next day

with the workshopvehicles loaded with stores, two cars, ongéoB generator lorry, the LAD vehicle, a
water tanker and two 4on trucks as well as two tractors that had been in the workshop, all loaded
onto lighters?

At 6.00 pmon 16 Aprilan advance party oved out to theSSDumrato supervise the handling of
rations, predictors and height finders. Loading went on through the night until departure on 19 April.
At 8.30 am that day Brigade Headquarters, No. 1 and 3 Sectiorst Battery, the complete 2d and

3rd Batteries left Kismaydor Mombasa, where the Searchlight Battery had been preparing their
equipment and stores for departure.

Meanwhile, having taken over the accommodation of the Hong Kong and Singapore Battery on 13
April, rormal routine was beingbserved by 8d and 4h Sections of 4t Anti-Aircraft Battery No. 2
Section took over the -fich guns and No4 the Bofors positions. HMNieuw Zeelandarrived at
Mombasa at 10.00 am and tied up alongside tbemra.All personnel moved over to the incong

vessel and were allotted sleeping quarters. At 11.00 am the weary task of transhipping equipment,
guns and stores begdf.

At Berbera movement orders were given to Na3 and 4 Sections to move with their guns and those
of the Honk Kong and Sjmpore Battery.The sailed from Berbera in the evening of 20 April for Aden,
arriving thee the next day and began transhipping guns and equipment toS8&araragan Work
was complete by 8.00 pm. The guns previously left at Aden were already on board. $bengdof
the two sections embarked on theSvarsobain the morning o3 April and the ship sailed for S1ia

the early afternoonNo docking facilitiesvere available when the ship arrived five ddgter and it
remained in the roadstead niil the following day. Officers and men disembarked and were
transported toBeni Yusefamp, approximately 15 miles from Cairo, arriving ¢hat midnighton 29
April. The next day the sections beganregquipping and this continued for the next few days.

HMT Nieuw £elandleft Mombasaon 21 April in convoy with HMSeres HMTDunerg HMTJohan de
Witt and the ship<ity of AthensandLandaff CastleThe officers and men of thenti-Aircraft Brigade
enjoyed very good accommodationmost of the Brigadewere accommodagd in cabins; and the
meals supplied ere described as excellent. The convoy arrived at Port Said at 8.30 on,leMayed

the Suez Canal at daybreak the next day and by 3.00 piitwev Zeelandvas alongside at Suez. A
train was brought to the quay anidl departed for AmariyaThey arrived at Amariya at 3.00 am and
everyonewasgrateful to the Australians to be provided with hot food and later, with transport to take
them to their camp site. They slept in the open until morning when tents arrived arydaheld set up
campi?

An unloading party was left behind.u@ner FW. Baum unfortunatg} died of malaria in the early
hours of 3 May and was buriddter that morning. Guns, vehicles and equipment were unloaded into
lighters and moved further down thkearbour to a military jetty. As vehicles came off the ship they
were loaded with stores but Predictors and Height finders with other essential equipment Ahii-

9 SANDF Archives, War Diaries, Bo374, file ME 65.
10 |bid.
11 bid.
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Aircraft Battery were loaded on specia&hicles Unloading was complete by 6.30 pm on fioeirth
day after arrival. The first convoys I&tiezon 9 May but were held up en route by air raid damaigge
12 May all vehicles and stores were at Amariya and had been distributBdtteriesand sections. In
all the loading, unloading and transhipmeonly two bearing dials were found badly damagea
tribute to the care that had been taken by the men of tBegade They were fortunately replaced by
the Ordnance Depot. All the Italian guns captured at Kismayu were handed to the samé?depot.

Motto
Inscribed on the pedestals of theifi8ch 20 cwt guns were the words:

Quod Surgit Cadero Debet
(What rises must fall)

For his service in East ikfa, Lieutenant Colonel Stan Jeffrey was awarded @rder of the British
Empire (Military Divisio) on 30 December 1941

12 Ibid.
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CHAPTEREN

2nd ANTHAIRCRAFT BRIGAEBRAST AFRICA

2nd Anti-Aircraft Brigade

The 2nd Anti-Aircraft Brigade South African Artillerywith 4th, 5th and &h Anti-Aircraft Batteries,
South African Artillery, was also estabég with effect froml February 194Ghe same date asst AA
Brigade- but as a paritime light Anti-Aircraft Brigadeof the Active Citizen Forc®&oth units were
included in the Government Notice of 12 April 194 was not immediately mobilisedut
preparations for mobilisation on a fdilme basis began with initial authority given for a nucleus RHQ
and 3h and @h Batteries to be formedA warning ordeinstructing that arrangements be made for

the call up on fultime service of partime personnerecruited until then wasssued on 24 May 1940
Recruiting for the secondrigadebegan almost immediatelyi’here was a rush of recruits with young

¢ and not so young wishing to join up. ThBrigade X RNE g NBONHzA G&a tA1S | YI 3
stated HS McKenzie, SC, in an article written in December 29Btey wanted to be where the action

gl aQs ,¥WsSt waskganRrally accepted that this unit would leave on active service as soon as it
0SOIYS LKearOrtte Llaarof SoQ

The secondn-commandof 1st Anti-Aircraft Brigade, Major [@. (Daantjie) Kruger, was transferred to

the Brigadeand appointed commanding officeThe newly appointed commanding officer was told

that his6th Anti-Aircraft Battery was to be formed frof¥5 Q . -lthé G#peNTow Battery of Cape

Field! NI Af f SNBE ot NAyOS ! f T NAtRrQundehGaptainX\WH. gBIiMDIKs, ¢ | & |
undergoing norcontinuous training on a normal patime basis.

The 4h Battery was composed of university studerdatsoundergoingnorma ACF trainingout when

mobilisation threatenedand, after hasty and urgent representatisrwere madeto the Minister of

Defence the notice of mobilgation was withdrawn. Thereafter an instruction was issued that

students were not to be called dpr anyunit, until they had completed their studies. ThthBattery

gl & F2N¥SR FNBY SEOS&a /I LIS  @didBstorerfldwbliekrits BdNE LIS NE
with a numbercoming fromthose volunteers o€ape Garrison Artillemyho did not wish taemain in

the coastBatteries Newly recruited volunteersvere also taken on strength oftbBattery.

Lieutenant Louis Wolf who was commissioned on 1 March 1888 posted as adjutant ton2l Anti-

Aircraft Brigadeafter the prevous officer in this post; Lieutenant Alex de Koeckhad been killed in a

motor accident' Louis Wolhad originally been postetb 1st Heavy Battery, Table Bay, with others of

his cadet courseghenceto 2ndl S @& . | G GSNBE X { A Y 2AlOtker coadabofficers2y m
were at the time attending anAnti-Aircraft course at BrooklynHe was sent to Walvis Bay early in
September 1939 with the 6pdr mediumArtillery guns emplaced there in a coast defence role. Before

June he was transferred back to Cape Tdwr2nd Anti-Aircraft Brigade Major NG. (Nick) Wessels

and Major WH. (Bill) Morris, the latter of Cape Field Artillery, weBattery Commandes of §h and

6th Batteries respectively.

Advance party
An advance party was nominated and warned on 3 June to be readyptotder Potchefstroom. The
party-twenty-2 yS YSYOSNAR 2F /I LIS CA St RlulylditioAHotthgfstdomo t NA y

G.N. No. 569, 12.4.1940

Military History Journal Vol 10, No. 4, December 1996, p. 152.

Ibid.

Notes made by Colonel N.N.D. Orpen, in file Coast and-Airtiraft Artillery, held by Authe.
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on the daily mail trairon 6 June. Their continuous training camp in the heat of summer had not
prepared them for the winteO2f R 2F Wt 20 0KQ® /fFR Ay !/ C dzy AT2N
helmet, boots, anklets and puttees, with neither greatcoat, pullover or jersey, they arrived at a
deserted Potchefstroom station at 3.00am. Eventuatiflected by a duty NCO amcnsported to the

camp, they were dumped, after a freezing 15 minute ride, on a stretch of bare veld between the lines

of two Field Artilleryunits. At 06h00, shivering with cold, they were given hot coffee by a friendly cook

who had noticed their plight. Gopletely unaware that they were nownti-Aircraft gunners, they

were put to work pitching tents and generally organising a camp ¥ite men were shattered to be

told a day or two before the arrival of the main body of tBegadeon 19 June that they haoeen re

mustered asAnti-Aircraftgunners, as the embryo oh#@ Anti-Aircraft BrigadeTheBatterywas, at the

insistence of its members initially and unofficially known #@s Anti-Aircraft Battery (Cape Field

Artillery). Denis Oakley had tried to joitné RNVR but did not succeed and instead joined the Active

Citizen Forc®atteryof Cape Field NI A f £ SNE 0t N jad Brned hifetddd Re@rd of hge y ®
inFebruarf 0SSy A&aadadzSR gAGK / C! NBR IyR &St tabaut KSt YS
with Artillery instruments- directors and rangefinders on some evenings and Saturday afternoons,

YR RARY QG fSINYy @SNE YdzOKQ® 1S 6l a 2yS 2F K2z
Field ArtilleryBatteryhad unexpectedly beeconverted to amAnti-Aircraft Brigade

Ninety per cent of thdrigadewas drawn from Cape Town.

What a tally!

This was the headline tdavern of the Seashe daily column written by Henry Hope Timne Argusf

23 September 1970. He was recording thetfieam rugby match in June 194Qvhen the Villagers

team lost to Stellenbosch by 72 points to nihe worst battering in Villagers history. But, what a
62YRSNFdzAZ SEOdzaS G(KS GSIY KFERH WwWifyz2ad d2 | Yly
ay R G(GKS 2dziFAG (GKSe& 22AYySR ¢l a®az22y yAOlylYSR i

¢tKS Ne2ff OFff 2F ylIYSa 61 a KSI RGRanand perrg@BSIthRSR 0 &
greatest Springbok rugh@aptain2 ¥ | f *Heniy Hop& wawriting to advertighe first reunion of
YSYOSNER 2F (KS WwY{SO2yR 101 !0l wSIAYSYHQrX Ayd2
enlisted, as did other weltknown sportsmen. The list of sporting greats was impressive he
mentioned the names oBenny OslerDendy bwton; John ApseyGeoff Gray Frank Mellish Dick

Came Tony DumasGeoff and Freddy RowlandBoon Wallace later Preident of the SA Cricket
Council;Charlie Savage Y R Wh f € Bofd top bosesyhockey stars like Geoff Rei@lpmmy
Blomkamp Les Maming, Cyril Whitingand Ken Nattle.Eric Emke and Clive Luwyiere included

Names not mentioned were: Petdaffer who played cricket and soccer for \tégs Province; and

wasone of the first professesional soccer players in Eng{#malight to be for iverpool} and Frank

Tindale and Cecil Tyler who both plyed cricket for the Cape Town Cricket Club.

Apart from Sportsmen, there were others whose nartasr became well known Martin Theronand

Harold Bermar(Judges of the Supreme Couibave McKenzi¢Dean of the Medical Faculty at UCT);

Neil Orpen, the military historian; Ken Taylor, the horse racing commentator; the Rev. Jerry
McMorrow, chaplain to Owen Cardinal McCann; Harry de &tatlayor of Fish Hoekand Sakkie
Katzenellbogen and Gordon Wilsdooth also town mayotsOthers joined theRegimentlater: Mike

Stott, Springbok anglew2 Y YA S WI O1 42y 0aK220Ay 30 .ITHeRwewe/ 2 O & Q
many others and men too numerous to mentionin professional and business circleSo well
represnted wereall spors that the Regimenal rugby team was never beaten and the boxing squad

won a tournament ilAsmara against thArgyll and Sutherland Highlanders by 12% bouts td 1%-.

5 The Argus, 23.9.1970.
5 Ibid.
7 60 YEARS ONi a pamphlet by Herb McKenzie advertising a luncheon on 21 June.
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I W{LRNIaYlIyQaQ wSaAYSyiQs AyRSSR®

The Brigadewas mobilised and, teby Major Krugefpromoted to LieutenantColonelfrom 27 June

1940% and Captain (Major) Graham Dunbar Moodiéwo Batteriesmarched out of the Castle on 17

June 1940moving to the Castle street entrance to thailway station. They sweateth their nevly

issued greatcoats. Théyadto wear them- it was the only way to carry thenThey wore gerything

elsethat had beenissuedto them. It was not a smart parade. The majoritycheeceived no military

training; they did not have complete uniforms andctuas they had were Hfitting and obsolete. The

men entrained for Potchefstroom and arrived there two days later in freezing weather. It was so cold

that Benny Osler, one of the feaager young mess K2 Y SSRSR RSy (dda2NBaszx 6218
find hissnapJSNE FNRT Sy &2t AR Ay (KS YWdAdlaA FiQ okt feMNI 6 Sa A |
referred to- (and Zonderwater for thetth Battery) would be remembered faifle and marching drill,

ArmyWo dzf £ Q A y colAd Shgv@is,ldng meal yjuRues, teém a bell tent weekend leave to
JohannesburgGerman measles, influenza, cookhouse fatigue, weekly inspections and the many

other irritating things that happen in a military canip.

L)
)

G Wity imérkbers of the twoBatteriesreceived some training with Lewis Guns (they had an
effective range of only 2 500 yards), of which only 36 were availdbky learned how to cure the 21
WA G 2L 3SaQ T 2uNvas Kran®dnly theOSicef COmmaadinge Artillery School had
any recent knowledge oAnti-Aircraft training. He was quite capable of supervising the training of
personnel but needed a trained stafind there were none. No Permanent Force or Actiitezéh
Force officer had had any trainingAmti-Aircraftgunnery and only eleven officers in@Anti-Aircraft
Brigade could handle such training. They were all members oBtlymdeand under orders to leave
with their unit.

8 SANDF Archives, CAB Gp. 1, Box 12, file O (C.D.) 1/1. Enc. 5.
9 The Argus, 23.9.1970
10 Military History Journal, Vol. 10, No. 4, December 1996.
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Training of the Lewis gudn"NB 6l & y2 R2dzod o0l aSR 2y (GKS Ay¥F2N
SMALL ARMS TRAINING Volume 1, Pamphlet dlaUSAFWEER 193@roduced by the General

Staff, Defence Headquarters. It described on pages 12 onwards at what point of an aircrafinamifle

should aim his rifle in order to bring down an aircraft. Light machime fire against dive bombers and
F3FAyad wOoanesawasiasd @veled Addthdr, amendssue of the same pamphlethe

original ofwhich had in fact been written in 193Wasdated 16 August 1940. The information varied

very little from the earlier, 1938 edition. It was way out of date.

After the loss of the university studenttzy RS NH 2 A y 3 ( K § &iddgémieifisth@Seeii NI A y A
made for 4h Anti-Aircraft Battery,to continue recruitingfrom volunteers ! ydzYo SN 2F W@l
a0dzRSy ia RARZX afierthe Srdv&dity autHbBitR s agreedztal@rant credit for a full years

work if they passed their miglear examinations. One such recruit was Ron Myburgh, wiimwais

third year of a Engineering course to qualify for a B.Sc degietried to join theAir Forcebut was

G2f R GKSNBE 4l a &adzOK | WaK2NIF3aS 2F 020K LY FySa
the end of the year and so should returd t | @YY SO P SAL KE2BRR 1S> WIKIF G A
RFEYlF3S OF dza SR oebdmbasinNiis nictle@rtiwadnii-Adraftg & 06SO2YAy3d A
He learned that recruiting¥for the lastBattery of the second AA. Brigadewas being formed for

Eas Africaso about 100 of us from U.C.T., including many R.B.H.S Gitj@ogd the h. | ( (!S NE Q@

It was to becalled up on fultime service on 10 July 1940. Although about 94 recruits assembled at
Rosebankshortage of tentageat Potchefstroonresuted in a temporary delay in the formation of
the Battery. Some taining was given b@oast Artillery instructors On 25 July orders were received

to hold theentire Brigadeready to move North and to concentrate théhdBattery (which was 240
under strengh) as well.Ron Myburgh and his friends joined up on 29 Ang were at Rosebank
until 6 Augustwhenthe Battery, under command of Captain Bcholtz entrained for Premier Mine.

It was still approximately 250 other ranks under strength.

An additional D0 Lewigguns were issued giving theBrigadel36 instead of the establishment of 224.
hy HM ! dz3dzald mdonn (62 cBaeéb af BofthefstrognyahndNIhidewaged ¥ A OS |
reported to the commanding officer,n2l Anti-Aircraft Brigade and th8atery Commander 4th Anti-
Aircraft Battery respectively to check their administration records and equipment issue sheets before
departure® Five days lateign 26 August 1940, RHQ and all thigatteries with a total strength of 36
officers and 855 otheranks- the Batteriesarmed withtheir twin Lewis machine gurgand with only

six weeks of trainingleft the concentration aresfor Durbanto embark for active service in East
Africa. TheBrigadesailed on thellangibby Castlehastily converted into &oop carrier, in a convoy
which included the welknown passenger shipsFranconiaand Empess of Britain. Langibby Castle
had engine trouble and could not keep up with the convoy so tlirech gun at the stern became an
important piece of hardwareGunrer Ron Myburgh, on duty at the gun during a heavy stsuifered

from violent seaskness, as perhaps others did. They were perhaps pleased to step ashore at
Mombasaafter arrivalon 8 Septembeas a unit of &t South African Infantry Division (V)

Dress and Flashes

The Union Defence Force had by now adopted, as uniform for bush watfardchaki buskshirt, with
khaki drill slacks, canvas anklets and boots. Full webbing was worn in the fielte often than not
discarded by gunnerg&rmour, Enginees, and other technical personnel. The regulation headgear was
the light poletype helmet. All ranks of thest SA Infantry Division (V) wore a diamesithped
shoulder flash, gold in the upper half and green in the lower.

TheDivisioR & & K 2 dzf RbgewdeEibled vefy mich durlier at Defence Headquarters in Pretoria.
Perhaps a few days after tiRivisiong & F2NX I ff& Sadlof AaKSRI | YSYq

11 | etter from Ron Myburgh to the author dated 9.9.2008.
12 1bid.
13 SANDF Archives, CAB Gp. 1, Box 12.
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staff had shown ColonelBJoubert, senior staff officer of thBivision a chart withdesigns of flashes

for every unit in the nevbDivision TheColonellooked at it and, on the spur of the moment, drew on a
LIASOS 2F LI LISNI I &ljdzr NBXT | OANDES IyR I NBOGIFy3t
0 KS dzLJLIS NJ | y IBwensagtBnS of €achA Bat withkaSother thought he turned the square
around, the corner of the design pointing down. The shapes were submitted to Brigadier General
Brink, approved by him and accepted by Defence Headquarters. They became the flasste@raf 1

and 3d SA Division¥.

East Africa

TheBrigadeK R 06 SSy Sail cdAmti-AifcrafRuniticas dpposed th & Kiti-Aircraft
NA3IFRS ¢gK2a$sS Sail of A Brigad&ydihaddelt the Wnion with t@&attekies WK S | &

each of 36 Lwis guns and onBatterywith only 23 gunsBut eightcapturedi 1YY . NBRI Q& K|

sent from the Middle East for use by therigaded 5 dzZNAy 3 GKS OF YLI A3y OF LI

were also put to useTo provide mobility3-ton trucks were converted tolcNNE G KS . NBRI Q&

the vehicles alsanounted twin Lewis machinguns, and were designed in part by the Line of

Communication Base Workshops to an origigawing producedoy Sergeant McLearan artificer

with 2nd Anti-Aircraft Brigadeand with sugestions byofficers of theBrigade Complete drawings

were produced by the workshops and from these the Kenya and Uganda Railways and Harbours

Workshops converted a large number of vehicles for Batki-Aircraft Brigades.

4th Battery Detached

The 4h Anti-Aircraft Battery was almost immediately on arrival detached to serve underAbti-
Aircraft Brigade One of its sections was posted to a sandbagged position of top of the Rex Hotel with
its twin Lewis gun. The detachment slept in a hotel bedroom anddlin the dining room but this

idyllic existence lasted only three weeks, before they were moved to a position on the south side of
the harbour entrance. There they had to excavate three gitsin solid coral for a triangle bfrbour
defence guns. Theslept in palmleaf huts and had their own local cook, so found life quite pleasant.
There was a small beach nearby and they were able to borrow a canoe and paddle out over the coral
reefs at the harbour entranc®.Other sections were not so lucky.

Meanwhle Bigade headquarters5th and &h Anti-Aircraft Batteries proceeded to Kabete, near
Nairobi. On 18 Septembett6Anti-Aircraft Battery was ordered to move to Nanyuki and it took over
the Anti-Aircraft defences there two days later. One section a&er detached and moved 70 miles
north to ! NOKSNRA& t 2AntiAirdiait pratdbliBndta Bomber Squadron, SAAF. The
balance of theBatteryremained at Kabete until2 October when one section, of two officers and 67
other ranks, with nine twin Lewiguns, was transferred to Garissa the Tana Riverto provide
protection for the pontoon bridge over which troops and storeere beingmoved and where 1#h
AfricanDivisionthen had its headquarterdt was there, on the morning of 19 October, thaetkirst
section of 2d Anti-Aircraft Brigade No. 1 ®ction of 5th Anti-Aircraft Battery¢ was the first to see
action, against three Caproni bombethat attempted to attack the bridgdt was claimed that one
had been hit and badly crippled; but itlfeasy prey to a SAAF fighter. Intelligence reports credited the
SAAF with this aircraffheBrigadewaslater deployed at a number of points in a defensive role over
an area of about 600 miles (9&bBn) ¢ making administration extremely difficul& sectim of &h AA
Battery was moved to Nakutio protect the airfield and nine days later one section tf AA Battery
arrived to join 5h AA Battery at Kabete.

A New Commander

The enormous strain in having to build up the defences of Kenya from virtuallyngobiad left its
mark on Lieutenant Gener8lP. DickinsonDSO, OBE, MC, Inspeeteneral of East Africa Force, who
had arrivedat Nairobi on 22 August 193@ailing health had made his relief imperativéneveil of
secrecy over the movemesibf Generd Smutswas lifted a little on 29 October when he stepped out
of his Lodestar aircratit Nairobi air station, where a Guard of Honour provided bg &nti-Aircraft

14 East African and Abyssinian Campaigns, p. 50.
15 Letter from Ron Myburgh to the author, dated 9.9.2008.
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Brigade was drawn up to welcome him. He was followed out of the aircraft by the new G&fecar
Commanding East Africa Force, Lieutenant General Alan Cunningi&marrival began a change in
better relations between British officers and the South Africans.

¢KS RFE& | FG4SNJ DSYSNI f th Batrérg @ GdrigsaNdho@daiNangiukiStwoa S O A :
sections of h Battery were at the same time to move forward to Habaswein, but heavy rain forced a
cancellation. On the same day another section thf Anti-Aircraft Battery was moved from Kabete to

Nairobi to protect the Kenya and UgandailRays workshops. Another section took over the defence

of Nairobi aerodrome.Sections'BQand BQof 6th Battery moved from Nanyuki with a small
headquarter§2staff on 29 November and arrived at Wajir three days later; on arBg&ection was

attached to 24 Gold Coast Brigade as{Section to $t SA Infantry Brigade

El Wak

Training and successful exercises over a-tap period were carried out, mostly at niglm, the 110
km areabetween Wajir and Habasweim preparation for the attack on EIl &K, the first action to be
undertaken by South African troops.

For the El Wak action itseMBQSection was split into two sutectionsg one wentto DickForce (24

Gold Coast Brigade) atite other toPirforce (st SA Brigade)oth aced as protectionto convoys on
forward and return journeysTheDicKorce section under Lieutenant Peters left Artao the morning

of 14 December and arrived at the landing ground, seven miles south of British El Wak at nadnight
15/16 December Posts were immediatelystablished for the defence ddrigadeheadquartersand

the vehicle park. Only a few minutes after settling in they came under rifle fire and grenade attack. No
casualties were suffered. Two hours later another attack developed but owing to the dispaition
own troops the sections could not replyn both these night attacks thénti-Aircraft gunners
remained extremely composed.

Early next morning a Caprob83 ¢ Wld CA. 133 coffinfQas desched bya young Italian Lieutenant

Observer of theRegia Aerpautica® - dropped eight bombs close to one of th&nti-Aircraft
detachments and also machifgeinned itfrom a low altitude TheAnti-Aircraft posts opened fire and

hits were believed to have been scored, a belief shared by Brig&hevl. Richards DSOMC,
Commanderof 24 Gold Coast Brigadele was standing in the vicinity of one of the posts and saw
several bursts hit the aircraft. The Gold Coast Regiment reported they saw the aircraft come down but
owing to the density of the bush, it could not be domfed. W5 Q { SOGA2Yy |4 GKAa&
protection toBrigadeheadquarters.

¢KS @Aftftlr3asSa 2F . NAGAAK 9f 2+ FYyR LGFEAFY 9f 2
02dzy R NB Odzi QX yR GKS L2aid 3 diheN&dioy Hliad K ®ak wasS NB 2
entrusted to Major General Godwin dza i Stif AfricaniDivision, and it was led byt BA Brigadé’

The attack went in on 16 December and was unchallenged. By nightfall El Wak had fallen. The SA Air
Force had played a majsupporting role. Thénti-Aircraftgunners had had little to dbut watch and

wait, but at 4.30 the next morning a Caproni 133 was hdagh above El Wak. The gunners waited as

AG FLINERIFOKSR o0dzi AU ¢l a aK2(i R2agmSONE a2l T2 2UNJ (B dfNS
moved back to Wajir, arriving there on 19 December, having expended 850 rounds in the ElI Wak
action.

The moral effect of the success at El Wak was out of proportion to its value as a military operation.

The other section with Riorce was also in action on 17 December, firing at a Caproni which dived
over the debussing area at El Wak and dropped five bombs about 100 yards away from one of the
Anti-Aircraft posts Two of the posts opened fire and several hitsre recorded. The tier posts

were ordered to withhold their fire due to the proximity of three pursuing SAAF Hartebeest fighters.

16 A Gathering of Eagles, pp. 103,104.
7 |bid,, p. 101.
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This section fired 340 rounds before its return to Wajir on 19 Decenidmh sections left Wajir and
arrived back at Nanyuki on 20 December 11940

Commanding Officer

Batteries and sections were spread so far apart that large numbers of men had last seen their
commanding officer in Mombasa. Word arrived that Lieuten@otonelKruger had returned to the
Unionon 16 December and that Major Nick ¥éels was acting &rigadeCommanderHe continued

to do so until the arrival of/Major and ALieutenant Colonel .T. (CharlesHowiein January 1941

The new commanding officer, appointed to command from 1 February Ifdlllike many others at

this time, begun his military career as a ptime soldier in the Coast Artillery Brigade. A€aptain

he had been seconih-command ofthe Brigade He began his futime war sevice on 5 September
1939 and was awarded promotion to T/Major from 1 December 198@n posted asBattery
Commandet.ion Battery on Signal Hill, Cape Town, and also Fire Commander, Table Bay defences.

In December 1940,st SA Division under the command of Major General George Brikkown to all

KA& GNEP2LA IQ@shodld ha®©taddight drdti-Nirtr&ft Brigadefor its own protection, but

Al sl a tSTG sAGK 2yS aSOtAz2ys gKSYy WwW5Q {SOGAz2y;
attached to Divisional Troops.

Preparations for Action

There are two rainy seasons arde parts of Kenya anaith the lack of properly constructed roads
2LISNI GA2ya 6SNBE I NBES RSGUSNXYAYSR o6& GKS 4SI iKSNX
0SS SELISOGSRI 4 K el diringi Mafche Winy2iry rHost \areak. imtie cdastaglt the

south-east monsoon tought very heavy rain in April and Malgut light occasional rain contindeup

to October, followed by the Short Rains. From December to March comparatively dry weathér c

be expected; a factor in any planning of operatig1®

Figure 16: Christmas card of the 2nd AA Brigade

8 The East African and Abyssinian Campaigns, p. 58, 59.
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Battle-front Training Complete

With battle-front training behind them the men ofst SA Infantry Brigade movedtinfront line

positions in the Northern Frontier District of Kenya, in readiness for the advance into Abyssinia.
Januarywas a monthof movement and redistribution of sections of tiigrigadein preparation for

the commencement of the campaign against tkeian armies. Beginning on 7 January, Section 1 of

4th Battery departed from Kabete to join 1 SA Division at Marsabhuge extinct volcanabout 4

miles in diametewhere the SA Air Force had established an airfield. There was a huge forest and
many wld animals. Hyenas investigdtthe Anti-Aircrafta dzy” LJA 0 & R dzNA §PAstBigsy Wa i
defence and supply point was establishiadhe volcano areaSouth African Enginees in four weeks

drilled and developed water supplies, increasing the sufrpin 5 000 gallons to over 52 000 gallons

per day.Marsabit lay on the edge of two deserts; one, the sedad desert of the CHhail stretching

in an unbroken ara to the oases of North Horr and Dukana; and the other, the grim lava desert, the

Dida Galofda (the Desert of the Night), running 1&®n north from Marsabit to the Huri Hills, Gara

Torbi and the Moyalo escarpment. It was a harsh stretch of country that separated Kenya from the
Southern Abyssinia bordefhe Chalbi was so hot that one could fryesggat midday on the purple

lava rocks; all etsto see were thorntresel YR dzLJ 62 on WRdzald RSGOAfAQ I
the landscape be disappearifft).

Wand \BXSections, th Battery left Nanyuki to join 1B African Division at Garissahd next move

was made on 13 Januarywhen the headquarters and Section 2 dhZBattery left Kabete and
Eastleigh aerodrome respectively, to also jogt A Division at Marsabit, while Sections 2 and 4 of
5th Battery left the highlights of Nairobi airfek and the railway area behind them, to jointhl
African Division at Bura. They were replaced on 14 Janud®atigryheadquarters andB(Section of

6th Battery which had moved from Nanyuki. A day later, Section roBé&ttery left Nakuru airfield

to join 1st SA Division at Marsabit. On that day Section 3 was transferred from Nanyuki airfield to join
1st SA Infantry Brigade at Wajir; and headquarters and Section of 6th Battery left Nanyuki to take
over air defence duties at Nairobi airfield and thdwaly area, which lay fairly close by.

More moves were made on 17 Januarbut although it might seem that a staff officer had probably

waited for the dust to first settle before another redistribution of tasks, all the moves were made to

put sections inreadiness for the coming offensive against the ItalidB8Section of 6th Battery

RSLI NISR FNRY ! NOKSNDa tz2aid FyR GNI@SttSR G2 bl .
apparent confusion of moves, the headquarters tf Battery, moved a 18 January from Nairobi to

Bura, to join 11h African Division, and two days later the headquarters rd Anti-Aircraft Brigade

moved from Kabete to Nanyuki.

And, on 23 January,onesabS O A2y 2F nidK . I GGSNE &1 a lightNdoy & F S NN.
Squadron, SAAF, at Kalin, in the Lokitaung area, northwest of Lake Rudolph, where they were
attached to 25h East Africarinfantry Brigade. The subnits of 2hd Anti-Aircraft Brigade were now

distributed over an arc of 600 miles, wiBrigadeheadquarters situated in the centre, some 200

miles behind.

1st AntiAircraft Brigade reentered the picture when its ri&d AA Battery, with one section ofr@
.FGGSNEET G221 20SN) GKS AN RSFSyoSa Ay GKS blyld

Preparationsfor Action

January was a month of movement and redistribution of sections offthigade Beginning on 7
January Section 1 otl4 Battery departed from Kabete to joibst SA Division at Marsabi#Cand €Q
Sections, 8 Battery left Nanyuki to join 1R African Diision at Garissa. The next move was made on
13 January the headquarters and Section 2 ofth4Battery left Kabete and Eastleigh aerodrome
respectivelyto also join st SA Division at Marsabit, while Sections 2 and 4tofBattery left the
highlights of Nairobi airfield and the railway area behind them to joithlAfrican Division at Bura.

19 Letter from Ron Myburgh to the author dated 9.9.2008
20 |bid.
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They were replaced on 14 JanuaryBattery headquarters andB(Section of éh Battery which had
moved from NanyukiA day later, Section 1 oftbBattery eft Nakuru airfield to join 4t SA Division at
Marsabit. On that day Section 3 was transferred from Nanyuki airfield to g1iSA Infantry Brigade
at Wajir.

The Offensive begins

DSYSNIf . NAY1Qa YIFIadSNIe OF YL} A3y with i 640 ke & dzo 2 d:
outflanking move from Marsabit byn2l and 3h SA Infantry Brigade Groups, north through Dukana,

crossing the border in the late afternoon of 31 January; moving across the Chalbi Desert in
temperatures of up to 50 degreeslciis thence moing through Hobok to Mega, proved decisive.

That Bomb

One section of th Anti-Aircraft Battery was posted close to a makeshift landing strip at Ganchiaro
from which 40 Squadron aircraft carried out reconnaissance over Mega and the surroundings. One
gun paition was at the end of the runway and one day after a Hawker Hartbees took off one of the
bomb-racks broke and a 120 Ib bomb dropped to the ground about 30 yards from the gun position.
The detachment dropped almost as fast as the bomb. A runner was teenthe Squadron
headquarters which sent a truck to collect the offending bomb. The gun detachnesthen told it

was safe; it had to be dropped from several hundred feet for a small vanned fan to act and unscrew
and actuate the detonator.

Mega

Dominatirg the defences of southern Abyssinia was the fortress of Mega which lay on a high
mountain plateau. It was manned by resolute Blabkt troops and pickedattaliors of Colonial
Infantry. Before &d SA Infantry Brigade troops moved to El $adoute to its move southwards for
the attack, \&XCompany of 8d Field Force Battalion was left in place on the Yavello road, north of
Mega to warn of enemy reinforcements and to prevent any withdrawal from Mega. Rskeon
under Lieutenant Vernon Kay faced up ttead towards Yavellg with sections on either side, a
second one astride the road faced towards Mega. A tRiatoonwas in reserve. At 3.30 am vehicles
g SNBE KSINR O2 YAy 3Plafpénddé Was Gwakehet s dhe firdt &f va-tth supply
vehicles was stopped by a round from thdatoon Anti-Tankrifle, towards which Kay med. He
received a hit in the jaw from return fire andadly injuredwas taken taPlatoonheadquarters.

Lieutenant Brall, commanding thRattaliorQ Anti-Aircraft Platoonwas left to guard the wounded
subaltern. Lieutenant Geoffrey Johnson with his section tbf Anti- Aircraft Batteryq the Anti-
Aircraft Batteriestask had become temporarily redundagtwas allowed to form a No. 17 Platoon
from all the odd personnel he c@igather in 2d Field Force Battalion, was also instructed to guard
the wounded subaltern. He was ordered not to fight, but to leave a man with Kay, withdraw the
Platoonand rejoin the Brigade. On receiving these unusual instructions he saluted andesas to
mutter that he had no intention of allowing Kay to fall into the hands of the enemy. With that he
disposed his men around the tent sheltering the wounded feltgficer. He posted two men on
nearby heights as loeiuts and watched the rest of thBrigademove off on their approach march

for the attack on Mega.

All hell broke loose at daybreak when the Italians launched a cowttack, accompanied by light
tanks - carri velocig little 3 ton L340s €QCompany was badly mauled and in some desgriwvas
forced to withdraw. Lieutenant Kay, almost forgotten, was placed in an armoured car that withdrew
eastwards to El Sod, whicm@SA Infantry Brigade had reached during the night of 14/15 February.
Weak from pain and loss of blood but still conssiohe was given into the care of 12th Field
Ambulance main dressing station.

After fighting in temperatures of up to 110 degreledabout 43degreescelciug the attack on Mega
came as a shock to South African troops. Leaving all their kit, includiay gyats and blankets
behind, they moved towards the heights on which the fort at Mega stood. Shortly after noon, the sun
disappeared behind black clouds. As the troops were scaling the heights rain fell; temperatures
dropped rapidly and, without adequaterotection from the cold, the men suffered terribly. A
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number from exposure. On the third day, mortars were niemdled up a 3 000 foot precipice and

the fortress was subjected to fire. Artillery had been rfah Y Rt SR T2 NB I NR | yR (KS
defences wre shelled. With bayonets fixedrdTransvaal Scottish moved forward but at about 5

n Q O ttirdddh a rift in the mist a white flag was seen flying over the fort. Mega had surrendered

it had beentaken after a hard fight.

4th Anti-Aircraft Battety

Operations in southern Abyssinia continued until the two South AffRrégades were withdrawn By

then the gateway to Southern Abyssinia had been unlocked and General Cunningham wished to
concentrate &t SA Infantry Division in Italian Somaliland. e Anti-Aircraft Battery and one
section of 6h Anti-Aircraft Battery which had been operatingith 1st SA Infantry Division were
placed under command of #2 African Division, commanded by Major Generdt &odwen Austen,

OBE, MC. Thanti-Aircraftgunrers had not had any opportunity of action against enemy aircraft but
personnel had assisted in mounting patrols and provided men as infantrymen for defence of
headquarter areas. Battery Headquarters was at Nanyuki and one section was at Yavello airfield
where the hangars and many ltalian aircraft had been destroyed. The same sectiotsBztery

were guarding what they termed their old friends of 40 Armydperation Squadron. The rains had
begun and when the gunners could not get a truck through tor#timn point, they cadge from the

Air Force usually obtaining the luxury of fresh vegetablesoTsectionsof the Batterywere at Mega,;

three sections at Kalam; and one section tif Battery was also at Yavello airfield.

From Yavello, th Anti-Aircraft Battery provided a escort for five heavy vehicles driven by Cape
Corps drivers that were carrying bombs to Neghelli forAlireForce Despite the road being bad they
managed to get through in one day aradter unloading the transport vehicles moved sffuthwards

to Kenya. On the journey back to Yavello, at the crossing of the River Dawa, the gunners came under
rifle fire from the surrounding bush. Several bursts from the twin Lewis guns soon stoppegihat

one of the two vehicles received an unlydkit in the radiator. It had to be towed for the last 50 miles
back to Yavello. Tlyehad been amused at the large number of monkeys at the Dawa River Bridge but
they had obviously been replaced by Banda. fienbon they saw lion at the roadside and stoppe

GNE |YyR aK220 2ySo® ¢KAa @S NBvanyN&keNdinied He dl nat 2 NI =
noticed SergeanMinnaar approaching. The bullet whistled past thergears earc the lions escaped

odzi WwW{G22LJAaQ RARYyQi®

Figure 18 A moblle twm Lewis Am‘Alrcraft machlnegun section of 2 Anfhircraft Regiment on stanldy with John Apsey,
Springbok rugby player in the center. The machine gun is mounted on the vehicle. The picture was taken somewhere in East
Africa
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Northwards

Now attached to 1th Africa Divisionportion of 4h Anti-Aircraft Battery moved north with the

Northern Rhodesia Regiment, Battery of Transvaal Horse Artillery and @&mmour car Squadron

There were minor actions at Green Hill, Chinchilla, Aglie @iossa and finally Garbasieri. They aver

now at an altitude of 7 000 ft, in rainy weather, in the mountains, forests and terrible roads. But there
GKSe (G221 RSt AODOSNE 2 Tpedidhbuited MRy WK tkeif ok @YisF 2 (NBlHzO |
gurs ¢ a lot easier and faster thatheir old 3tonners. And, here, as Bobardier Ron Myburgh has

written: W¢ & LIA O Army 2 Was dekided that as th®egia Aeronauticano longer existed in

Sothern Abyssinia we would now return to Nanytakiefit® Q

Breda-mounted vehicles arrive

The2nd And A NONJ F4 . NA3IFRS ¢l a Of I a8&aR Brigade whichthadh 3 K (i Q
0SSy Sail of AaK SARcraft énit dnd, 8sr6&h, @akupied! mAny static positions in East
Africa. When the 2nd Byade left the Union twdatterieswere equipped with 36 twin Lewis machine

guns each, and the third Battery had 23 of these weapons. It was, however, issued with eight Italian
Breda 20 mm AntAircraft guns sent from the Middle East but to provide mohilgyon trucks were
O2y@SNISR (2 OFNNE (KS . NBRIFIQa®d {2YS -gng, andKkS @SK
were designed in part by the Line of Communication Base Workshops to an original design by
Sergeant McLean, an artificer with 2nd AAtrcrat Brigade, in conjunction with officers of the

Brigade. Complete drawings were produced by the workshops and from these the Kenya and Uganda
Railways and Harbours Workshops converted a large number of vehicles for botAirArsft

Brigades.

During thecampaign the unit also acquired a number of captured weapdtadian 20mm and 12.7

mm Bredas, and, in addition to their twlrewis machine guns, was equipped with a number of
‘mosquito’ trucks, vehicles specially designed and fitted to carry twin leaghineguns as mobile
Anti-Aircraft equipment. They fought many actions with this equipment against the Caproni and
Savoia bombers and CR 42 Fiat fighters of the Italian Air Force.

Almost in preparation for the advance into ltalian Somaliland, vehiadeserted to carry 20 mm
BredaAnti-Aircraft guns began arriving from the Nairobi railway workshops for the sectionsidf 2
Anti-Aircraft Brigade. On 1 February 1941, nine convertedtonevehicles, each mounting a Breda
arrived for Y(Section of 6th AntAircraft Battery; and six days later, Lieutenant Peters left Nairobi
with two similarly equippedrucks and was routed to headquarters of il African Division. More

Breda mounted vehicles were on their wag 10 February, D Section ah@Battery, leftNairobi with

nine such vehicles to also jointhlAfrican Division, which by then had begun the advance into Italian
Somaliland and was at Bura, where the Nigerians were waiting to cross the border at Colbio. Some of
these vehicles later saw action in tiiéestern Desert.

Out of Touch
So out of touch with reality regarding the situation in East Africa was the South African Chief of the
General Staff that he sent a personal cable to Lieutenant General Cunningham on 8 February 1941,
which read:
In the absenceof AA guns and with dwindling ltalian Air Force, it appears to me that
personnel of your two Aniircraft Brigades are wasted. If you are receivingidch Hows
and 18 pounders from Miftast would it not be better to convert these AA personnel for your
Field ArtilleryRegimens.
It was arather astounding statement at a time when the Italian Air Force had not yet been finally
defeated andAnti-Aircraft units ¢ though unknown to themg were going to be at their busiest.
General van Ryneveld went on to &a
When Abyssinia is over and Kenya forces move teBdat our organisation can always be
re-cast to meet newequirements!

21 SANDF Archives, CGS War, Box 10 files 3/8, enc. 21.
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It was obvious that General Cunningham did not agree. He politely ignored the suggestion and
almost, but not quite, replied tthe message, asking instead for permission to divert the SA Air Force

W' pH WYFAET LXEFYSQY GKSy G bl ANERO A AniRircraftgundNI 2 dzy
WdzZNBSy Gf & NBIdzZANBR TFT2NJ 2LISNI (A 2y aQuith tieKofctldd ¢ SNB =
he had no other aircraft available to undertake this chére.

Advance into Italian Somaliland

Headquarters Ad Anti-Aircraft Brigade joined Advance Force headquarters at Garissa on 8 February
1941, and was concerned with maintainiegntacts for BRA with the sections ofh5and &h
Batteries until 28 February, after the advance into Italian Somaliland by East African Force began on
began on D1 Dayll February 1941. No. 3 Section ti Battery was in action in the early morning

of 12 February against three Caproni bombers who dropped flares and bombed the tail of a road
convoy. One aircraft was hit and was reported to have crashed in the bush a few miles away. That day
more converted Bredanounted trucks arrived with Lieutenant Stegis, RA, attached totl®
Battery, when he reported to 1B African Division with two Bredmounted vehicles. On 23
February, the day before Jelib fell, nine more converted mohilg-Aircraft vehicles passed through
Afmadu on their way to Section 2 oftBattery, and the next day, Lieutenant Davies, RA, attached to
6th Battery passed through the town with two similar vehicles.

The 4h Anti-Aircraft Battery and Section 1 offbAnti-Aircraft Battery were still with gt SA Division
on the southern fringesf Abyssinia.

The Juba

The 22nd East African Brigade moved from Garrissa and were able to take Afmadu without
encountering any opposition. Bulo Erillo was taken by the Gold Coast Brigade on 12 February; and the
satellite landing ground near Gobwen wastected by detachments of 5th Arfiircraft Battery. The

Anti-Aircraft gunners also covered the debussing area and-thll Artillerygun positions, both vital

areas for the coming attack on Gobwen. The South Africans captured Gobwen two days later.

Kisk @dz ¢l & GF1Sy 2y wmn CSoNMHzZ NE ¢KSy piK YAy3aQa
armoured cars drove unopposed into the town. The Juba Line, based on the Juba River, was held in
strength by the Italians but the attack by 1st SA Infantry Brigade la@adbld Coast Brigade proved

to be the most decisive action of the whole campaign by East Africa Force. The enemy had grouped

the greater portion of his forces in Italian Somaliland on the Juba Line in the belief that the advance

of East Africa Force coulit held there. First probing of the Italian defences proved that a frontal

FGdFr Ol ¢2dd R 0SS Oz2adtead ! O2ftdzYys gKAOK AyOf dzRSR
deal of Artillery, including a section of 5th Apnfiircraft Battery, probed ugtream, and found a

crossing place near Yonte.@Qompanyof the Transvaal Scottish andGompanyof the Royal Natal

Carbineers crossed by inflatable boat during the night of 17/18 February against light opposition. The
Italians counterattacked at midnightbut the South Africans held their ground and practically
decimated the attacking force.

A pontoon bridge was hastily erected and the River Juba was crossed in a successful operation. The
2nd East African Brigade had an easier crossing further nortreifotested area at Mbungo. These
crossings proved to be the end of Italian resistance, which melted away. Jilib was occupied on 22
February and its fall marked a definite stage in the campaign. General Cunningham realfedyhis

could reach Harar, a th@and miles (1 600 km) away if he followed up quickly against the
demoralised enemy. After a 440 km dash between 6.00 am on 23 February and 5.00 pm on 25
February, the Nigerian Brigade entered Mogadishu. Huge quantities of petrol, weapons and stores
were faund in the coastal town. There were rations enough to feed 10 000 men for six months.

Spring Blades
The roads, such as they were, were not in good condition and many vehicles barely made Mogadishu.
Fifty-seven vehicles were immobilised in the town witloken springs. But among other equipment

22 |bid.
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discovered the 107th Road Motor Transport Company of the SA Indian and Malay Corps found a large
supply of spring blades. The discovery of the blades, and the petrol, proved to be treasure chests

Pursuit to the Norh
After the fall of Jelib a relentless pursuit of the enemy began; a pursuit that for speed and distance
has been unequalled in the history of warfare.

With a pause of only three days, thanks to the stocks of petrol discovered at Mogadishu, and the use
of Merca as a port, Major General H. de R. Wetherall, DSO, MC, General Officer Commanding, 11th
African Division, ordered his troops on 1 March to strike north from Mogadishu. The Italians had
completed a 200 mile stretch of 30 foot wide-akbather tarmaesurfaced road; the Strada Imperiale

¢ from Mogasdishu to Ferfer, at which point the tarmac ended. And, when the good road ended, the
HONR bAISNAIFY . NAIFRSQa LlzNAdzZAG 2F GKS SySye 02
grim, almost featureless cmtry with sparse bush and nomadic tribesmen. It was able to reach Bulo
Berti, the day after departure. The oasis of Belet Uen, 209 miles from Mogadishu, was reached on 3
March. They halted there to let supplies catch up with them. On 6 March No. 4 Setth Antt

Aircraft Battery moved with Headquarters, 11th African Division, for Belet Uen and they were joined
there the next day by No. 2 Section of 5th Adticraft Battery. The two sections provided Anti
PANDNF T LINPGSOGA2parkT2 NI GKS 5A0AaA2yQa @DSKAOES

Lieutenant Louis Wolf, serving with 5th AAlircraft Battery which was operating with the Nigerians,
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armoured cars, 5th Field Battery, Natal Field Artillery, a Troop of 2ndA&utaft Battery and a

Companyof Infantry were rushed forward to secure landing grounds and reconnoiter water supplies.

They were ordered not to move beyond Sassabanel before 9 March as the main body would not be

able to leave Belet Uen before then

Led by the Nigerian Bride, the Divisionheaded for Jijjiga and the Marda Pass on 13 Maraind No.

4 Anti-Aircraft Section moved with the columnThere were no mountain barriers (such as thal2

and 5h SA Infantry Brigades had encountered in the south and which had blockerfujuick
forward movement from the mountain fortress of Megand soon they debouched onto the Jijigga
plains. Meanwhile 3 Section of 5th Battery had left Mogadishu with Advance Force Headquarters,
which was also headed for Jijigga. They were followedl9 March by &d Anti-Aircraft Brigade
Headquarters.

Lieutenant J.A.S. Hopkins, commanding the advance guard, sent it on, past Sassbanett and it reached
Dagabur, south of Jijigga, almost on the tail of the fleeing Italians and 100 miles (160 km) fifead o

rest of the Brigade. Misfortune struck the A#tircraft gunners when one of theirt8nners carrying

petrol caught fire and blew up, causing very serious burns to Gunner I.H. Allister and Gunner Bisset.
Both men were put in an ambulance provided3if Field Battery, NFA, and they were rushed some

30 miles forward to Dagabur. From there they were flown back to Mogadishu for medical attention.
Unfortunately, Gunner Allister died of his injuries on 19 March.

Dagabur
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against a Savoia 79. Hits were registered and the aircraft jettisoned its bombs and flew away with

one engine out of action. Later the same morning another Savoia 79 appeared and thendeméch

again registered hits, forcing the aircraft to make off without dropping bombs. A day later the Bredas

were attacked by two Fiat CR 42s. But they were being pursued by SAAF fighters and the guns could

not return fire from the unwelcome visitors. Aft&f 2 Ay 3 dzLJ FNRY GKS az2dziK ¢
FYR W. Q 5810 Ok¥ci&if Brigade? afriven at JijiggayaridAvere deployed at the airfield

from which SA Air Force reconnaissance and fighter aircraft, and 11 and 12 Bomber Squadrons were
alreadyoperating. The airfield came in for attention by Italian aircraft on several occasiboson

each occasion they were beaten off by the Ahiticraft gunners.
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The 23rd Nigerian Brigade arrived at Jijigga on 18 March and No. 2 Section of 5th Battefgdprov
LINEPGSOGA2Y F2NJ GKS . NA3IFRSQa OSKAOES LINJP® ¢KS :
the morning it fired at four Fiat CR 42s. No. 3 Section was close by and it came into action at Jijigga on
27 March when the Regia Aeronautica returrntedJijigga in force. Six Fiat fighters came in very low

out of the morning sun and dived on the airfield in groups of three. In the first attack one JU 52, a
Valencia and a Hartbeest were set on fire, and two of the JU 52s damaged in the previous attack w
again shot up. All guns of the section opened fire and numerous hits were recorded. Many hits were
registered by the AntAircraft gunners. One Fiat CR 42 was shot down by No. 3 Section, 5th Anti
Aircraft Battery, probably with 6th Anfiircraft Battey contributing to the success, which earned for
Lieutenant Mike Stott a bottle of whisky from a delighted Brigadier Blaker, RA. Two of the Fiats were
shot down by Hurricanes that arrived from the satellite landing ground.

The Marda Pass

On 22 March BriggA SNJ t ASY I F NJ YR KAa NBO2yylAaal yoS LI NI
wide, descending loop of dusty road, reached the fertile plain of Jijigga, some 5 000 feet above sea
level, in time to be given an outline of the situation and to watch theehligns put in their attack on
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Spur. To the e of Telephone Spur was Observation Hill, the Ledge, and Saddle Hill. They were all
heavily defended. These positions overlooked the plain across which the attack would have to take
place. The Nigerians would be supported by three fBdtteriesof SouthAfricanArtillery. Twin Lewis

guns of 5th AntiAircraft Battery were placed on the flanks and rear of the fddteriesto protect

them from lowflying aircraft attack.

After intensive shelling of enemirtillery and machine gun positions during the ming of 21
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Breast. Unexpected tough opposition denied them the second objective but, at about 3.00 am a

patrol found the pass unoccupied. The enemy had withdrasxemfall the heights. The cost to the SA

Artillery was five casualties, including two officers killed. The Nigerians had 39 casualties including

five killed.

No. 4 Section, 5th Battery, which had arrived during the night of 18 March together with Battery
headquarters, was deployed on the slopes of Marda Pass to cover the vehicle park of 2nd Nigerian
Regiment.

A section of 5th AntAircraft Battery was quickly sited to cover the Nigerian columns that were

moving through the pass and, within a half hour eirly deployed the section was attacked by two

Savoia 79s, flying at 4 000 feet. Once fired at, the aircraft did not press home the attack but dropped

their bombs and flew off. Ninetyix rounds were expended by the mobile twin Lewis guns. The next

RIF8Q YoS Gl OKYSyYy G ¢l a F3aAFAY FddlrO1lSRET GKAA GAYS o8
bombs were dropped. They were ineffectual; but the Fiat tried to machine the road and was

driven off by the Bredas

Anti-Aircraft Gunners are Busy

Three roadded from the pass to Haraythe second city of Abyssin@and they joined at the Babile

Gap, 30 miles to the west of Marda Pass. The period between 23 and 29 March was a busy one for
the AnttAircraft gunners. At the Gap, detachments of 5th Aitcrat Battery went into action on

F2dzNJ 200 aA2ya |3FLAyad SySyeé FANDNI TG YR RNR@GS
in bivouac between Marda and Babile Pass, engaged four Fiat CR 42s which attacked the area. The
aircraft were persuaded to depgrafter 36 rounds had been fired at them. But the next day the

Italians were back. No. 4 Section, 5th Aditicraft Battery was in action after two Savoias and one

Fiat CR 42 flew in to the attack. Two sticks of bombs were dropped. The posts opened firere

was no verification of any hits on the enemy aircraft.
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By the evening of 25 March, when Nigerian troops had reached a position overlooking the Bidisimo
River they were held up by heavy fire from the opposite bank; a héajery duel took plae and

the Anti-Aircraft gunners fired atwo Savoia 79 aircraft at about 4 000 feet both when coming in to
bomb transport on the road to BabileHits were scored on the Sav@ias portions of fabric were
seento have been shot off. Three Fiat CR 42s pdoweuisance. Thegttacked and machingunned
WDetachment while it was in a bivouac area near the Babile FPhgy. were driven off by fire from

5th Anti-Aircraft Battery guns at the top of Babile P&3slits were registered on one Fiat. In the two
engagements 200 rounds were fired.

The Italian Air Force was showing it still had some teeth, and the following 2Z&Byarchc was a
busy one for theAnti-Aircraft gunners, though perhaps not quite as busy as they would be once they
reached North Africa.

No. 4 Section of th Anti-Aircraft Battery was in action against two Savoias but no hits were
registered. In the same actidBECDetachment Breda registered hits and later this detachment was in
action against four Fiats CR 42s without any success. Nectbrswas next in action when two
Savoia bombers appeared. The section claimed hits; and it later fired at four Fiat CR 42s which
attempted to machinegun the areaThe gunners registered hits on one or other of the aircraft. In an
attempted attack on a@nvoy@Detachment with its Breda engaged three Savoia 79s and three Fiat
CR 42s. 228 rounds were fired and one aircraft was believed to have been hit. The Italians must have
been desperate as later the same day, between the Marda Pass and Harar, idieattacked a
convoybut they were, however, driven off with the expenditure of only 48 rounds. The value of the
mobile Anti-Aircraftguns was well illustrated.

Harar Occupied

Harar, declared an open city, was occupied on 25 March wiseéMNigerian Reignent entered the

town at 6.00 pm. From Mogadishu to HarartiiAfrican Division, under the command of Brigadier

G.R Smallwood, had covered 1 054 miles at an average of 35 miles per day, the last 65 against strong
opposition in only three and a half dayBhey had captured 19 000 Italian troops, bringing the total of
killed, wounded or deserters up to an estimated 50 000. They had led the advance until the
occupation of Harar.

From here, on 27 March 1941stiSouth African Infantry Brigade Group took ptee lead.

Keren falls

On that day, Keren, the key position in Eritrea, fellio@nd 3hL Y RA 'Y S5 A @A AA2Y A WX
for fifty-four days in the bitterest and most decisive battle of the East Afri@anY LJ->CAsyiahi€s

on both sides wez high. Théivisiors involved at Keren had received magnificent support fromsi,.21

122nd, 124h and 12%h Road Motor Transport Companies, Cape Cdipter designated A, B, D and E
Companies) who literally drove 150 miles a day, two days out of thwadirlg stores on the third day,

seven days a week, to keep tilavisiors supplied with everything from rations to ammunition. And

when their vehicles broke down they did their own repairs. Lieutenant GengrdPlatt of Sudan
Forcescommended them highly.

2nd SA Infantry Brigade

2nd SA Infantry Brigade mobile column under Lieutenant Coldielvan Noorden which left Nanyuki

on 15 March with 642 vehicles and 1 600 men, reached Mogadishu on 22 March and was ordered to
move up to reinforce 4t SA Infantry Bgade Group. With petrol provided for their almost empty
tanks, the forceg (Mob col) ¢ moved five days later for Marda Pass and Hafére 1st SA Brigade
Group and 11h African Divisiorwere almost at the gates of Addis Abglaut away to the east the

rest of hd { ! . NJAnfhhtriR S(Buiforce) sailed from Mombasa on 16 MarcBx days latethey

23 A Gathering of Eagles, p. 197.
24 The East African and Abyssinian Campaigns, p. 237.
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began the laborious process of discharging equipment onto the badly damaged wharves at Berbera.
Brigadier Buchanan soon had patrols out in all directionsitrisiB Somaliland.

On to Diredawa

From Harar, the road plunged 4 000 feet down the Hubeta Pass into the Great Rift Valley, in a ten mile
defile of twisting road which had been demolished every few miles. In the last serpentine descent the
Italians had deided to fight a delaying actigmut at daybreak the next morning it was discovered
they had gone. Patrols continued down the pass and found some enormous demolitions. At one point
the mountainside had been blasted and the road cut. One crater was 78 gardss. An estimate of
seven days to repair but it was completed in 36 hours of-stop work by a combined forcef
Enginees and infantrymen

After negotiating the Hubeta Pass and its demolitions, Diredama the railway line from Jibuti to
Addis Alaba- was occupied on Saturday 29 March, after an agitated Assistant Governor appealed to
the Transvaal Scottish @easeenter the town before nightfall as his citizens were being menaced by
armed deserters. With the fall of Diredawa the last outlet he tsea was blocked. Moving on the two
routes to the capital city, the Awash River defences were forced and, meanwhile aircraft of the SAAF
and the RAF destroyed thirty Italian aircraft at the Addis Ababa airfield.

All the way back to Mogadishu and to Bera via the Marda Pass work to improve the lines of
communication was proceeding. Although there was little enemy air acfvitiyAircraftdetachments

from 5th and &h Anti-Aircraft Brigades were strung out along the road from Jijigga to Miesduich

the South Africans had reachedn the alert for air attacks. And, as it happened, there were still
Italian aircraft flying. Just after midday on 27 March three Fiats approached Jijigga, as three SA Air
Force JU 52s carrying personnel from Advanced FardeAa Force headquarters were coming in to
land. Their bombing was effective; all three of the JU 52s were so badly holed they were rendered
unserviceable. One of the other nine aircraft on the ground was also badly damaged. The Fiats were
untouched by fie from theAnti-Aircraftguns.

The Middle East

In North Africa, ltalian forces which had moved across the Libyan frontier towards Egypt but were
driven backpastBenghasivith spectacular succesby Western Desert Force under the command of
Lieutenant @neral RN.h Q/ 2 Yy Y 2 NE RdzNAY 3 5SOSYOSNI mpnnan FyR WIy

It was a worrying time for General Archibald Wavell, Commaird&hief, Western Desert Force (it
became XIII Corps on 1 January 1941 and rendfigdfithArmy on 2 September 1941) in North Afic

His Middle East command area now included Greece which was invaded by the Germans because of
poor showing by the Italians. Problems in Syria and Iraq \esecausing concernBy 2 May the
German Army had taken Greece. British troops withdrawn fronragmns in the Western Desert and

sent to assist the Greekrmy had been evacuated to Crete, but on 20 May German paratroopers
landed on the island, forcing the Britishdoceagain evacuatat great loss in men and ships

Deutsche Afrika Korps

A dedsion by the Fuhrer to support the Italians in North Africa led to the creation oDeesche

Afrika Korps,command of which was given to Lieutenant General Erwin Rommel. The newly
constituted force landed in Libya in February 194he ®asoned Britishtroops and equipment
transferred to Greecdad badly weakened the British forcesNorth Africak Y R w2 YY St Qa I R¢
which they were unable to stemled, according to Rommelti 2 Wl d2YSgKIF G PINBOA LI
also led todisaster- with the captNBE 2 F DSYSNI f & b St YS the tRrhddQ/ 2 y y 2
shown himself to be one of the most capalglenerals in the British ArmBy11 April theDeutsche

Afrika Korpshad cut off 35 700 men, including 14 2#@en of 9th Australian Divisiorwhich were

0200Gf SR dzLJ AY ¢20NHzZl @ ¢KS ySEG RIFIé w2YYStQa (NR?

25 War in the Desert, p. 5.
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South African Division in Egypt

Churchill had for some while been impatient to see the South Africans sent from Kenya to North Africa
and a plan to move st SA Infantry Division to Egypt had been on the cards since February. 1941
General Cunningham moved s2lEast African Brigade to the Madytoyale sector to allow 12d SA
Infantry Brigade to withdraw to Marsabit andhbSA Infantry Brigade to Waijir, to which Divisional
Headquarters was also eventually ordered. By March General Sir Archibald Wavell, Commander
Chief, Middle East, was anxious that his forces in North Africa be bolstered bgttBeuth African
Infantry Division. In early April, he therefore ordered Maj@eneral George Brink to move his
headquarters to the Middle East so that it could prepare for the arrival of troops. At midnight on 6
April 1941 command ofinits of 1st SA Division passed to th2African Division¢ under whose
command there were leeady anumber of South African units, includingtlSA Infantry Brigade
DNRdzLJP hy HumM ! LINRAE al 22 Diish@lyfréopstahd th SMANaAtrR BrigakleS | R 1j dz
sailed from Mombasa for the Middle East.

5th Anti-Aircraft Battery, was then at Yavello southern Abyssinia. And, at this time, 4th Afticraft
Battery under Major Harry Scholtz, with a section tf Anti-Aircraft Battery attached, was at Nanyuki
and had been operating in southern Abyssinia, with some of its sections in the wegthof the
country. It had not had any opportunity of action against aircraft and was assisting in patrols in an
Infantry capacity,

Addis Ababa

Ten miles outside the capital an Italian envoy escorted by motor cycle police, complete with white

flag, waited to strender the city. Major General .B de R Wetherall, DSO, MC, commandingtiil

African Division decided that the official entry would be made on 6 April and that a representative
F2NOS 2F {2dziK ! FNA Ol y &z ¢iméndSHeRhegBiigadsyvRo hadled 3 Qa !
the way from Mogadishi would have the honour of liberating the first capital city to be freed from

Axis domination. The Italians begged, to no avail, that entry be made earlier. The formal entry took
place as arranged. Major Gehef 2 SGKSNI £ f Qa avlft NBGAYydzS I a ¢
surrender included Brigadier Dan Pienaar stfSA Infantry Brigade and Brigadie€C&owkes of 28d

East African Brigade (lathbtajor General and GOC ft2 African Division).

Combolcia Pas

After the occupation of the capital, Brigadier Pier@ar (i Wahtdwirds the Omo River area to

begin planning for operations against Jimma, but he was recalled anBribadewas ordered north

to Dessie where there was a considerable Italian fotdeutenantD Sy SNI € t £ F G0 Qa . NR
Divisiors were closing in on Amba Alagi from the north and the South Africans were needed to act as

the southern arm of the pincer.

Only one minor demolition had held up their advance on $teada Vittoria which climbed out of the

warm valleys and wound up into the mountains and over the Combolcia Pass. On 13 ABrigtue
reached the Mussolini Tunnel. They were surprised to find that it was not damaged. But, about 2 km
beyond the tunnel they came acrasa spectacular demolition, the first of a series. It wastlaer four

days before contaaith the enemy was established. The battle for Combolcia Pass lasted five days. It
was fought in steep, mountainous country at an altitude of 9 000 feet in rainbatet cold against
tougher opposition than theBrigadehad met before then. On the Dessie rod@5 S OKY Sy (i Q2
Bredas were in action against one Savoia and two Fiats which attacked the column as it wound its way
along the winding mountain road, focusinigeir attention mainly on the easily recognized Column
Headquarters and on th&ield Artillery Many troops found shelter in the tunnel. Enemy positions
were strong, well sited and in depth. Théirtillery was accurate and persistent and their fire made

the road impassable; but they were eventually silenced by the equally dogged, persisteaccurate
shooting of South African gunners who won the day, in what was almost a five day gun battle.

On 15 April theBrigadebegan the descent to the lush tropicbush of the Great Rift Valley before
once more climbing into the mountains. Enemy forces in the Dessie area numbered over 10 000 men
of which 6 000 were Italian, with 52 guriBhe South African infantrymen inched forward, the men
almost wornout in the wet, cold rarified air¢ until within reach of the enemy, entrenched on the
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Scottishhad won Hill 1 and Hill 2 and now thesept forward through the mist of aold morning and

by midday Hill 3, the last dhe three such objectives, was taken and held, despite a cotattack

with a loss of up to 500 of the enemy killehainst ten South Africans. Combolcia was entered on 26

April without opposition.

The aifield at Combolcia was found to be littered with the wreckaddtalian aircraft- ten Fiats, six
Savoias and three Capronis, biimgthe total of confirmed enemy air losses in six weeks to tHiktg
fighters and fiftysix bombers. The Italians hadviin their last four aircraft two Fiats and two Savoias
¢ from the town, only a matter of hours before it fell tetISA Infantry Brigad®

TheBrigadepressed on towards Dessie which was held by some 5 000 troops and 3 008 fmatay

and, while tke Infantry deployed ahead, the 6pdrs began to fire on Dessie from the Combolcia
airfield at a range of 10 O0gards. The engagement continued until about 3.00 pm when a car flying a
white flag emerged. After a brief discussion with BreggadeCommandethe emissary accepted terms

of surrender and the first troops entered the town at dusk, in time to prevent wholesale slaughter of
the Italian population.

The battle by &t SA Infantry Brigade for the Combolf)assie area was the last lone battle by thst 1
SA Infantry Brigade.

Amba Alagi

tKSe Y2QOSRI K2¢gSOSNE (G2 adzZlllR2 NI GKS . NRAGAAK |G
10 000 feet, the peak of Amba Alagdescribed as an inland Rock of Gibraltavas the centre of a

jumbled mass of muntains, a natural fortress; the Italidgnginees had honeycombed it with caves

and the gullies with gun emplacements and machio® nests.

Dozens and dozerof Italian vehicles had been abandoned on the road to this vast mountain fortress.
Slowly, emorselessly the pincer closedalley after valley, peak after peak the attack was pressed
homec¢ South Africans from the south and the Indiaivisionfrom the north. The South Africans, who
had fought for months in bush and desert in temperatures rafedyow 38 degrees centigrade,
climbed into the mountains ten to fifteen thousand feet above sea level, and fought with
determination in biting winds, rain and sleet, drawing the noose ever closer. Fifteen days after the
Indians began their attack and fivdays after $t SA Infantry Brigade had stormed the southern
defences the Duke of Aosta, with evMacreasing casualties, sued for an armistice. The final surrender
took place on 19 May 1941, when the Italigenerals and senior staff officers led a coluofrabout 5

000 dejected troops past an immaculate Guard of Honour found by the Transvaal Sddigstiay
after the formal surrender, No. 2 Section dhZAnticAircraft Battery was shot up by $¥ ForceFairy
Battles. Two gunners were slightly woundeg liomb splinters and it was fortunate that there were
no serious injuries.

The Brigades Departs

hy HH al @& . NAr8arheddguiiiers dndeyvicd uNil@ Began to move from the area of
the mountain fortress and by 25 May the last elements stf3A Infantry Brigade had left Amba Alagi
for Massawa. After a brief reghe main body of theBrigadesailed for the Middle Easin 12 June

The 3h SA Infantry Brigade had sailed from Mombasa much earlier and had been at Mersa Matruh
since 23 May the day that General Smuts had been promoted to Field Marshall in the British Army.
The 2nd South African Infantry Brigade sailed from Berbera on 3 June and reported to Headquarters,
1st SA Infantry Division at Amariya. Brigadier Buchanan handed over comm&ieyéalier WH.E

Poole and moved to Helwan to organise a base and training wing for the Middle East.

26 The East African and Abyssinian Campaigns, pp. 270,271.
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Remaining Operations

There were still operations to conducAmba Alagi was not the finale in East Africa. An ltalian force
at Gondar still held out andome specialised South African units were still requiradhits such as
No. 1 SA Light Tank Companth Field Brigade, st Field Battery (CFA) andh7Field Battery (THA);
and various detachments ofn@ Anti-Aircraft Brigadeg the last acting as infangmen and inAnti-
Tankroles. They were attached to tiAfrican Division which had been directed to take the town of
Jimma, southwest of Addis Ababa. The town was eventually occupied on 21 June nioly B2t
African Brigade Group, which includd#Troop, 5th Anti-Aircraft Battery. FouGenerals and eight
BrigadeCommandes were among the 12 000 Italian and 3 000 local troops captured at Jimma.

The 6th AntiAircraft Battery and¥€QTroop of %h Anti-Aircraft Battery were then with the 28
Nigerian Brigad which transferred its main thrust onto the Ababachemti road, and on the

morning of 15 June made short work of the Italian rear guar@ratle Mul& 2 NJ Wal aal ON I A
were many casualties

The AntiAircraft Gunners Assemble

From 25 April the sks had been clear of enemy aircraft and @mgi-Aircraftgun in action since then

had been acting as afinti-Tankweapon. Owing to pendinBegimenation, the Battery Commander

of 4th Anti-Aircraft Battery was recalled to Addis Ababa where #rgade headquarters was
situated. He arrived from Neghelli on 2 June, after taking eight days to complete the 300 mile
journey. Next day the BRA signalled all sectionsnof &nti-Aircraft Brigade to assemble at Addis
Ababa. This was the first time during the entg@mpaign that theBrigadeheadquartes had made
contact with more than three sections at one time. TBiégadethen had fourteen Breda 20 mm guns
and more were expected after the fall of Jimma, the intention being to arm sections with at least two
Bredaseach.

During the first few days of JunéhdAnti-Aircraft Battery was on leave in Kenya. This became possible
because of the absence of enemy aircraft in southern Abysdih@Battery assembled its sections

and left Nanyuki on 16 Jurie a hurry but once in Southern Abyssinia were slowed bg tveather

and the bad conditor2 ¥ (G KS NRBIFR& Ay GKS | NSl a 2 FEngineds O1 WwWO2
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pegged down at the sides with transverse saplings. But in one day the whole convbytratks

moved less than hala mile ¢ and that with the aid of a bulldozeThey passed Afrar and Dalle

climbing all the way to an altitude of 9 000 ft and passed thistidp at Shashanmanna where the

Italians had¥rected vertically the wing of one of our Fairy Battle light bombers they had shot down.

It was placed at the head of thiaree graves of the aircrew. Their names were inscribed on the
wingd®Qt took ten long daysto reach Adama and from there 60 miles by tarred road to Adbisba

on 3 July. Some days barely five miles were covered on the heawcoweded roads but, despite the

appalling conditions, only two out of severfiye vehicles were losen route. Despite the rush to

move theBatteryit remained at Addi\babafor two monthswhere they enjoyed living in barracks

with electric light and running, hot water

5th Anti-Aircraft Battery during June had offeoopat Addis Ababa landing ground Asti-Aircraft
defence and the other twoTroops were with 2Ad East African and 28 Nigerian Brigades
respectively, and in botfAiroops - because there were no longer any enemy aircraft to worry about,
the 20 mm Bredas were used Asti-Tankguns. The Troops had maanany moves, often in heavy

rain. YQTroop was present at the capture of Jimma and was shelled on a number of occasions. Six
Bredas captured at Jimma were handed to them.

6th AntiAircraft Brigade also eoperated with the 22ndand 23d Nigerian Brigaes in anAnti-Tank
role. One Troop underwent heavy shelling at Abalti and the oth&QTroop - with the Nigerian
Brigadeoperating in the Lechempiti are@as also subject to shelling by the enemy while it was acting

27 Notes provided ¥ Major N. Garlick.
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aslInfantry on the banks of the OmoiWer. Roads in the area were much better and movement less
difficult.

It was not until late in June 1941 thah@ Anti-Aircraft Brigade as a full unit 4@&ssembled in Addis
Ababa. Most of the suhnits reached Addis Ababa via Italian Somaliland, the &gadd Harrar, but

the 4th Battery and one section of thetls had advanced along almost impassable roads from the
south via Neghelli and the Lakes area. Before their arrival at the capital, selstidrseen action at

many placesat Archers Post, Nanyuldabete, El Wak, Garissa and Waijir; they covered the capture
of Kismayu and the crossing of the Juba River, the move north through Italian Somaliland; saw action
at Garsi Gebi, Dagabur, Marda Pass, Babitass, Jiggiga, Dessie Road, and Amba Alagi. Waere

late involvements at Jimma, the Omo crossing, Abalti and Lechempiti and elsewhere.

The Anti-Aircraft gunnersleft the capital by road on 22 and 23 Jidy Asmara, which was at an
altitude of 6 000 ft. The heat and humidity thie port of Massawavas exceptional and troops were
always driven down from Asmara to the port in the evening to immediately embark andsas he
main body of Ad Anti-Aircraft Brigade embarkedn the 6 000 ton SSCairo Cityat Massawa in late
August andafter five days ornthe overcrowded vessel, everyone perspiring perpetually, enduring salt
water showers and poor food, this slow vessel eventuallyved at Port Tewfik, Egypt, on 2
September 194%, all except onéAnti-Aircraft Battery¢ the 7th ¢ it remained behind

Field Gunners Depart
South African field gunners were in action until 23 June but by 20 July all South Aftilary units
in East Africa Force were concentrated at Addis Ababa, before departure for the Middle East.

7th Anti-Aircraft Battery

The newlycreated Th Anti-Aircraft Battery, under the command of CaptaiG.E (Louis) Wolf, was
formed at a late stage during the campaign in East Africa and placed under East Africa Command.
There was little in the way of action but after helping to convey Medium Brigade- which had
handed over its 6@pounders to 5%t Gold Coast Light Brigade¢o Massawa, it established its own
headquarters halfway between Dessie and Amba Alagi where it was soon joined by four SA Air Force
Squadrons, all of 2 Wing: No. 3u@dron with its Hurricanes and Gladiators; No. 4 Armyp@&ration
Squadron; No. 15 with Fairy Battles and No. 16 with its JU 86#\rthaircraft Batteryvirtually took
command of the Alomata area.

At the beginning of October a composifeoopof Bredas and twinLewis guns under Lieutenant Potts

left for Wolchefit and there, to their surprise, found that Colonel Conelle, with almost three thousand
troops, had surrendered to 2b East African Brigade on 27 September. Shortly afterwaedsqute

back b their base at Alomata, via Dabat, tAati-Aircraft gunners were almost dumbfounded when

they had to come into action against one of the last two aircraft in Abyssiai€R 42 and a CR @2

that were still flying. With a fairly substantial holeiirthe biplane got away, only to later to be shot
down on 24 October by the SA Air Force. The second aircraft, after strafing columns on the road to
Gondar on 26 November, returned to its base where it was destroyed by the lItalians.

On 11 November th8atteryleft Massawa to rgoin its Brigadeg by then converted to &egiment
in the Middle Eastand on arrival it was disbanded and its personnel distributed betweleradd 6h
Batteries.

Resistance Ends

By 12 July all enemy resistance in the vast terriforywhich East Africa Force was responsible, had
ceased. Only 1h and 12h African Divisions, with a few essential South African units, were left to
complete the destruction of the remaining ltalian resistance. Their forces in the district of Gondar
weg of Amba Alagieventuallysurrendered on 11 November 1941 totth2African Division, which
was by then led by Major GeneraldCFowkes.
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World War

During two or three days at the beginning of December 1®4little less than a month after Gondar
fell, six gigantic operations were successfully launched byapankse in an area stretching a quarter
of the way round the world. History had seen nothing to compare with it. The vastdatated
operationturned the war from a European intoveorld confict. On 7 Decembethat day Japan struck
Pearl Harbour and crippled most of the American Pacific fleet. America was in thdlvegr.also
struck at four other strategic pointg Hong Kong, the Philippinethe Dutch East Indiesnd the
Malay States and 8papore;but it was Pearl Harbour that hurt most

Remembering East Africa

Wa Sy NBYSYo S NBiREatiAfriSaoOohlyfodith @y limited periods of action, but also

for the dreary months of being bumped about in the back oftarBtruck, for the dust,andat other

times the soaking tropical raine the intense cold of the mountaingor the limited supply of the

brack water; the basic diet of bully beef, biscuits, jam and sometimes melted butter; for the quinine
and mosquito cream; for the priitive natives who would provide more eggs for a penny than for a
shilling; for shooting small game for the pot, for the short periods of leave in Mogadishu, Addis Ababa
and Asmara, for the seemingly endless number of Italian prisoners of war and for ¢keyhagainst

the Indians in Addis Ababa and boxing against the British at Asmara. By the end of the campaign,
sections and even individual gun teams learned to becomesséfitient¢ most men knew how to
NELI AN I @SKAOEf ST YI yeean&dl Rad Wasredhaw tb co@®S NB 2y | f NB @2

28 Military History Journal, p. 152
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CHAPTER-EVEN

AIR DEFENCE EQUIPMENT

The background to the whole story of the build of anAir DefenceAtrtillery capability in South Africa

rested on the supply ajuns and ancillargquipment. It was a major part ahe equipmentnecessary

for warfare and it had received scant attention in the pwear years.The CG§ an airman himselg

had been more concerned with training and building up a credid-orce TheNavy, such as it was,

received no more tha the flicker of an eyelid the Royal Navy was, after all, in control of the seas

soitwas thought.. NAGFAY S {2dziK ! TNAOI Qa &adzZlJJ ASNJ 2F YAt
early 1940 under tremendous pressure to prepare tvn forces for an expected onslaught.

While 1 and 2 Light ArAircraft Regiments were engaged in the Western Desert of North Africa there
was a great deal of activity in South Africa insofarAasDefence Artillery was concerned, but
everything was dgendent of the supply of equipment from Britain.

And it was not only South Africa that required supplies from Britain. Her forces in the Eabktong
Kong and Singapore were awaiting equipment, as were Australia and New Zealand. Canada decided
not to wait ¢ it obtained licences and began manufacturing her own supplies.

Prior to the war of 1939940 theUnion Defence Forcegre said to have ordered4 mobile Anti-

Aircraft gunsfor the defence of the harbourswielve were intended for Table Bay, eightNfb { A Y2 y Qa
Town and four for DurbanPerhaps it was now felt that more guns were requirdte Deputy Chief of

Staff asked the South African High Commissioner in London in a cable of 24 July 1941 to recommend
the scale of guns necessary for the port defesicNot one gun of the original ordérad arrived by the

time war was declared.It is in fact not certain whether the equipment was actually ordered and
perhaps it was planned to order &s no trace of an order has been fourithe correspodence is
strange, when one considers that a comprehensive ordeifati-Aircraftequipment had been sent to
London in February 1940, as shown beldnva letter dated 19 August 1939 from the DC&olonel

De Waak; addressed to the CGS covering the subjeataafst gums the final paragraph suggests that
orders be placed for 3:ihch Anti-Aircraft ammunition on the scale of 24 C.D. guns at 500 rounds
SIFOKQ YR QoH NBYI Ak | Btal 8f@P® roundss Hpn NRad® Sk OKQ

A number of coast defence programme®-modified programmesyrevisions andsummaries of
F LILINE SR a0KSYSasx SGO0Od gSNBE LINBLINBR F2N (KS
immediately before the war, and for a couple of months into the war. Eaahawittle different but
none made mentio of Anti-AircraftRS F Sy 0SS ySSRao® LYy |y WIOEGSYyaArzy :
of 16 August 1939, however, the Director of Coast Defence (DCA) requested the CGS to confirm the
aAyYAaidSNNa AyadNUHzOGA2y dinshlathmuditRastNeEscal® afdzf R 6 S LI | C
24 C.C. guns at 500 rounds each  £12 000
32 remaining guns at 250 rounds eacl£8 000
¢tKS KFEYRgNRGGSY 62 NR H BBékamaTSeddiady ODefentdy was platgddiR !
the document.

And in February 1940 a comprehensivelanr for the supply of equipment was passed to the War
Office via the office of the High Commissioner in London. The order included:

1 SANDF Archives, CGS WAR, Box 39, file 3250, vol. VI. Enc. 79.
2 |bid., file C.G.S 8/11.
3 |bid., enc. not numbered.
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w 122 3.7inch mobile AA guns with spares, section stores for 60 sectionBaitelry
stores for 1Bateries.

60 Predictors

60 Height Range Finders No. 3 (9ft instruments)

108 Light AA »dr guns, complete with spares and section stores to equip five
Batteriesand the requisite number of Kerrison predictors.

€ €E

The situation in Britain was precarioand for some time ndé\nti-Aircraft equipment could be spared.

And when eventually some could be released it was a mere trickle. Enquiries were therefore made for
a supply from AmericddeavyAnti-Aircraftguns, enough for onRegiment and lightAnti-Airaraft guns

to equip twoRegimens were ordered, but later cancelled, although an order for Sperry searchlights
was confirmed.

By March 1940 the situation regarding indents for equipment had become a little clearer. All demands
were submitted through the dice of DGO but some had been held up pending receipt of further
AYF2NXYIFEGA2Y NBldZANBR o6& GKS 2FNJ hTFFAOS FTNRBY (K
l A3K /2YYAaaA2y SN aidl tdSRZ WwWAa o0SAy3a R2ySnyefé 2nh
GKS AGSYa F2NJ O2Fraid RSTSyoOoSa Ol yy 2\With thé lossedzLILI A
sustained in France, Britain needed every gun she could procume Tvas obviously little hope of

early delivery of the egipment ordered by South Africay any of the other Dominions. Canada could

not wait and began producing 40 mm Bofors for which she already shared the licence with Britain.

S
l.:
S

It was suggested that one of the sources of the problems at Defence Headquarters, insofar as indents
and orders vas concerned, were the frequent changes of Staff in DGO and QMG. And, in addition, the
highly technical nature of the demands they had to deal with, and possibly many that they did not fully
comprehend. Shipping war equipment to British bases round thddweas to some extent hazardous

and the War Office had warned the CGS that guns sent to-bee® could very easily not arrive.

Searchlights

The approved scheme for Coast Atrtillery Searchlights (CASL) included four HCD lights listed for Robben
Island. By midDecember 1940 24 projectors (mobile lights) without generators or Ford trucks had

I NNA PSR FTNRBY . NRGFAY YR ¢gSNB ad2NBR Fd WweQ {d2]
which amounted to 132 searchlights was awaited. Damage to fi@stan Britain and shipping
difficulties and the urgency of orders for British Service requirements seriously delayed the delivery of
South African indents. Seven generator sets had been shipped at the end of November 1940 with 22
sets on demand to be SHIFS R WO P OPAGU AIY S04 ADSENE 2F 46AG0KO 2 NF
Sysys | OGA2yoddy2 NBfAIGES F2NBOIAGOODOQ 2F RSE AL
¢tKS S5ANBOUG2N) DSYSNIt ¢SOKyAOFf {SNBWAOS&A | RRNB3
Operations on 12 January 1944ith a copy to DGWS for informatierinviting their attention to the

fact that one heavyAnti-Aircraft Brigadeof 24 guns had an establishment of 18 searchlights and that

the Defence Force had onBattery of heavy Anti-Airaaft guns in service equipped with six
searchlights; furthermore 24nobile searchlightsbut without Ford trucks omgenerators WNBX OSy (i f &
I NNA @SR T Nieré bethg fRid inJtBttres, Cape TownHe suggested that there was an

excess of searchlightenough in fact to equip an additional 32 heavy guns and that the acquisition of

a further 100 searchlightiom America® X g 2 dzf R y2 G | LIISF NJ 12 0SS 2dza A7
GKS FIOG GKIG GKS RBGTS @rfietty sighestindzyidrding f a dablertd § S 0 0
Warsup, New York, to cancel negotiations for the delivery of one hundred searchlights that had been
ordered. He asked, if, DMO&I agreed with this proposal, to obtain the approval of the CGS.

4 |bid. file 8/10, Vol.1.
5 |bid.

5 |bid., enc. 15

7

Ibid., file C.G.S. 8/10, Vol. 1.
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Colonel HT. Newman Royal Marines,hw had been DCA in the DCS Section at Defence Headquarters
but now signed a®BMO&I, asked the CG& a copy of the letteif he agreedwith the proposed cable

The CG®as quite emphatic in his reactiolertainly noQ he wrotg Bearchlights are a vitéactor in

Air Force night operations and we stick to our originaluisgments for searchlightt Q ¢ K &kell D ¢ {
5ah Ay | y20S LISyOAtftSR 2y (KS tSGGSNE AF KS |
forwarded to the Director until 12h41 thii Rl @ ® ¢KS NBIF OGA2Yy ¢4l & agATi
AaONROOf SR I ONRPaa (KS aARSTI WKS Kla y2 odzaiySaa
(DGWS or his representativ&Varsup) in military policy which is a matter of settlement by thg G&=Q !

TS RlI&a tFHGSNI I €SOGUGSNI FNRY (GKS 2FFAO0S 2F GKS [/
not within your province to communicate with the Directorate of War Supplies on matters of military

L2 f A0 dQ ¢ KSNB ¢ SN interhdtifie diappbles id De¥ehcy Bead?tdarteis kis e

many of the staff were working under pressure and many sectiinrseemsdid not know in what

direction regarding military equipment others were engaged.

Meanwhile in December 1940 a cable had amdiieom Mombasa in which it was asked whether
personnel and searchlights to complete the establishmentsvAhti-Aircraft Brigade were being sent.

It was important to complete the programme of air defence in East Africa. The answer given a day
later indiated that 70 moreAnti-Aircraft recruits would be available at the end of December and

when the balance of the order for searchlights arrived SA NJ G NI AyAy3 O2dzZ R 02VYY
F2NBIFNR AAE 655148 tFGSNI gAGK SljdALIYSYydoQ

DGTS did not take theebuke lying down. Th8rigadierwrote direct to the CGS on 21 January and,
while accepting the remarks addressed to him, noted that DGWS was pressinguiayeat decision

in the matter of the searchlights. He pointed out that DGWS had communicatedO@th two weeks
earlier and had not had a reply and he had therefore passed a copy of his letter to DMO&I merely to
indicate that attention was being given to the searchlight question.

He then went on to say that there was on ordesrh England:
Indent 43 46 searchlights
Indent 553 86 searchlights
132

Both orders were for complete lights (sound locators, etc.) mounted on Ford chassis. Fowanty

mobile lights complete, but without Ford trucks or generator sets had arrived in Cape Town. No
shipping papers had been received, nor was it known whether further deliveries could be expected. He
a1 SR GKSNBTF2NBE AF KS O2dzAZ R WX0S 7l @erzbhi®Ro ¢ A UK
stand, in view of the order now placed in America for 108rslelights and equipmert.

Because of the uncertainty it was decided in late January 1941 to place orders for one hundred
searchlights in America. In the original approved scheme the four searchlights listed for Robben Island
were apparently allocatedot Cornelia Battery but a record of 26 March 1941 covering an order to
OppositelyLondon, for generators lists four 2 degree lights for the Island. However, records show that
on 10 November 1944 there were four 3 degree lights that were at that time unathiin

¢CKS adFyRIFINR SldALIYSY(G Ay &ASNDAOS Ay mdod 61 & 0FK
Searchlight HCD 0 Y Q& ! fI NBES ydzYoSNJ 2F ! YSNAOIY { LISNNE
during 1940/45 due to the difficulty of supply froBritain.

Searchlights depend for their source of illumination upon an electric current arcing across a small gap
between carbon electrodes in the lamp. Direct current is used. As the lamp burns a crater is formed
at the end of the positive carbon rashere the arc strikes. The crater is filled with incandescent gases

8 lbid.
®  lbid.
10 SANDF Archives, CAB Gp 1, Box 15, file D.C.A.2, Vol.VI
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which burn with an intense white flame and this light source is pointed at a parabolic mirror which
reflect the light rays outward. The rods were automatically fed slowly forward ashimeed away in
order to maintain the gap. They could theoretically, burn for about three hours before needing
replacement

The Blitz continued for some months andppliers in Britain wergherefore working under great

difficulties, for some time noAnti-Aircraft equipment could be supplied at all. Even when some could

be released it was a mere trickle. Orders had also been placed for 132 searchlights, camyitéte

sound locators, mounted oa Ford chassis. The Technical Services Directorate, howeyeij sel Q+ SNE
' NBSYiQ O2YYdzyAOlF A2y G2 5DahglL 2y MH WIFydz NBE &
aSI NOKfAIKGaZ WwWadZFFAOASYd (2 &&anddaktithe hoguisitioR &l A 2 y I
further 100 searchlights did not appear to betjtied in view of the fact that the delivery of guns was

remote. Twentyfour mobile lights were reported on 21 January 1941 to have been received, but
GAGK2dzT C2NR (NHzO1 & 2NJ ISYSNIG2NJ aSiaoe ¢KSe ¢S
difficulty of supply an order had been placed in America for 100 searchlitfhfs.telegram from

DETECH, the office of the Director General of Technical Services (DGTS) to the CGS confirmed that an
order for 100 searchlights costinf675 000 had already been placdmefore the Authorities
Committee but that the latter were unable to give covering financial authdfifjhe telegram stated

that the requisition should be submitted to Treasury for approval and that they would ask whether

this request had the approval dfi¢ War Committee.

The CGS was quick off the mark. He replied three days later to confirm that at Meeting No. 13 of the
War Supplies Committee held on 11 September 1940 the chairmaonel®eitz, confirmed that a
definite order should be placed by DirectGeneral War Supplies (DGWS) for A0@-Tankguns 100
3.7-inch AA guns, 100 Bofors and 100 searchlights. And, he stated he had given this information to the
Financial Authorities Committee the day before and had been rebuffed. He asked the DGad&rBrig
Trollip, to submit the application to the Treasury. He also asked the DGTS to confirm the total on order
and the number already received as he was not clear on the current position. He acknowledged that
194 had already been ordered and presumed th@® How on order from America was intended to
replace part of the order placed in Britain.

Suggested Cancellation

Meanwhile, the War Office entered the picture and in a cable via the High Commissioner it was
suggested that all indents for searchlights benazled and that a new demand for 75 only, be
submitted. It also pointed out that only serviceable but sectwatid Sound Locators Mk Il were
available and it would be advantageous to order Locators, Sound, Mk IX and Projectors A.A. 90 cm Mk
V ¢ also onlyavailable second hand. A new demand for 76 searchlights and associated equipment
would, the cable stated, automatically exclude the 21 lights already delivered

By the following month (March) the situation regarding indents for equipment had becomdea litt

clearer. All demands were submitted through the office of DGO but some had been held up pendmg
NEOSALIG 2F FdZNIKSNI AYTF2N¥IGA2Y NBI|dZANBR o0& GKS -
{2dziK ! FNROFY | A3IK [/ 2YYhyaNMOARsgtiSiNduradéntaids Bitas ypi @re 6 S A
aware many of the items for coast defences cannot be supplied until late one ninerfedrQ ¢ K S NBS
was no problem apparently with supplies from America. In early April 1941 the British Purchasing
Commission in &lv York had discovered and told Warsup that 239r@h searchlights, 196 power

plants and 177 sound locators were available ex a cancelled French contract. The New York contact
codey I YSR WQagkadyAdthSrNdere was any interest over and above 108 Sperry lights

already ordered.

11 |bid.
12 |pid., CGS WAR, BOX 39, file 8/10, vol. 1.
13 1bid., enc. 22.
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On 9 April 1941 a list of weapon requirements seyindentto Oppositelyfrom Dechief included:

A (for training) B (for home defence)

3.7-inch AA 2 24
40 mm AA 3 48
Predictors 1 12
Height findes 1 12
AA searchlights 2 96
Sound locators, 2 96
Directors No. 12 1 6

Y. Q ¢6+a albAR G2 06S GKS o6FNB YAYAYdzZys gAildKz2dzi N
defence and &1 (Reserve) Division. These weapons, Dechief stated, emrsidered vitally necessary

WAY OFasS ¢S KIF@S (UNRdzoo¥S 6AGKAY 2N 2dz6aARS (GKS |
It was suggested that one of the sources of the problems at Defence Headquarters, insofar as indents
and orders was concerned, were the frequent changes of Staff indd@@MG. And, in addition, the

highly technical nature of the demands they had to deal with, and possibly many that they did not fully
comprehend. Shipping war equipment to British bases round the world was to some extent hazardous

and the War Office had avned the CGS that the situation was difficult due to damage to factories as a

result of air raidsand delivery due to loss of shipping from submarine activity.

By mid1941 there were still no moderAnti-Aircraftguns in South Africa.

Figure 19: Anti-Aircraft searchlig‘ﬁs

14 1bid., Box 7, file 3247, Vol. 2.
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Estimates

In July the War Office was tasked to prepare an estimat&ndfAircraft requirements up to the end

of 1942. A request was therefore passed on 5 July.To dlewman, RM, now holdinBrigadiers rak

and based at South Africa House, London. He cabled Pretoria for the information, using a specific
format. The reply cabled ten dayater in cableH.03178,stated that the number of units serving
outside the Union as at 30 April 1942 was one 24 gurrff mobile Regimentand two light Anti-
Aircraft 48 gunRegimens. The light units were 1 and 2 Light Afticraft Regiments, then fighting in

the Western Desert but the heavy unit strains the imagination a litad was possibly meant to be 3
Anti-Aircraft Regiment at DurbarThe reply to (b} Units formed or forming in the Union for service
outside the country- was given as one heaBegimentof twenty-four 3.7inch guns and one light
Regimentof 40 guns. No answer was givémWC 2 NY SR 2 Kie Bribohdgrhoefrie defeyicdut

on 25 July Dechief cabled London and pdintaut that certainAnti-Aircraft equipment had been
2NRSNBER 0SF2NB GKS 41 NJ ¥F2NJ RSTSYyOS 2F KI Nb 2 dzN&
eight and Durban, foug total twenty-four. As, the cable continueddur harbours are of special
interest to the Imperial authorities we request a recommendation from the Ports Defence Committee
as to the scale of AA defence now necessary.

Towards the end of August the CGS askaddiply could be expedited.

The reply by the CGS in July was in fact considered by the Ports Defence Committee at their next
monthly meeting on 16 September and in early October the Director of-Ardraft and Coast
Defenceat the War Office informed 8y Newman, Military Liaison officer at South Africa House,
London, in War Office Minute 091/3294 (AA4), that the Ports Defence Comriitteé & 2 F (G KS 2 L.
that the scale of equipment should be:

Table Bay 16 HAA and 12 LAA

{ A Y2y Qal2 HAA&nd 12 14A

Durban 16 HAA and 12 LAA

There was no mention of Port Elizabeth, East London, Walvis Bay or Sadtainttsdis was conveyed

to the CGS by cable three days later. Two days after receiptedhtbrmation the CGS asked what
number ofAnti-Aircraft seachlights, if any, were recommended for the three ports and: whether it is
considered noAnti-Aircraft defence was necessary for Port Elizabeth, East London, Walvis Bay and
Saldanha Bay. He was later told that searchlights were not normally used with Be&Aircraft

guns, which used the G.L. method of fire control at night; and secgihadliysearchlights may be used

with light Anti-Aircraft guns for defence of airfields or for protection against minelaying from the air.

(for which there was little likéhood on the South African coast.) The reply indicated that twelve
searchlights at most would be required for this purpose but that local conditions must dedide.
5SOKAST YIRS I FdzNIi KSNJ Sy lj dzASH.Regts @hichliethave @maz R | LJI
programme for service in the field with our two project&d@e ! ! NBIG & 4 2°8foR Yy 2 6
the other hand lightAAregts require S/Ls pse ascertain from War Office what number of lights should

be provided for each lighAAregt, in which we wuld prose to convert our S/L regts for service with

light AA regt<® As South Africa already had two lightti-Aircraft Regimens in North Africa it seems
ridiculous that the CGS had to make such an engdirgraft were reaching speeds that were tasf

for a searchlight to pick it up and follow to enable Bofors guns to open fire

The War Office suggested in reglpne SearchlighRegimentF 2 NJ K2YS RSTFSyO0S 2y |
the rest should be raised as lighnhti-Aircraft Regimens. Their Minute079/4943 (AA4) of 9 November

1941 to the MLO at South Africa House, suggested that any small requirement they (South Africa)
YAIKG YSSR Ay (GKS FAStR O2dzZ R FfyY2ald OSNIIAyfte& ¢

15 SANDF Archives, Archives BundIB (Vol. 2 List lll MA62/1.
18 1bid., cable H.O. 7846 dd 27.10.1941
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The Military representative at SoutiFANRA OF | 2dzaS Ay | FdzZNHKSNJ OFof S I
mentioned (Port Elizabeth, East London, Walvis Bay and Saldaathajot been considerédby the

Ports Defence Committee and that the High Commissioner had asked for a further recommentation.

led to a letter being addressed by the Secretary (presumably of the High Commissioner) on 17 October
1941, to the Secretary to the Admiralty.y A G KS &aGFGSR GKIFIG KS KIFIR 068
views of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiraltyttanfollowing points concerning the defence of
OSNIFAY LERNIA& Ay (GKS !'yAzy 2F {2dz2iK ! TNRAOI ®Q

¢KS fSOGGSNI fA&0GSR UK ntiWircraffequipiN@tObedinfiing 2viiRh® Mevar LI | OS |
order for 24 3.7inch mobile guns. He stated that the dni Authorities had in July of 1941 asked
GKSOHKSNI WEa 2dzNJ KIFNP2dzNAQ 6SNB 2F &aLISOALFE AydSI
original scale ofAnti-Aircraft equipment was recommended. The Ports Defence Committee had
answered on 5 October antbnfirmed that AA defences should be increased to a total of 44 heavy

YR oc fAIKG 3Adzyaz RAAGNARAODzGASR +dG ¢lFofS .Fez ({
ldzGK2NRGASE Wy2g SyljdzA NBSQI KAnti-Arerdt RefenceiknBdedsaByNJ A

at Port Elizabeth, East London, Walvis Bay and Saldanha.

LG sFa NBFftAaSR GKS {SONBGINER adrkriSR GKFG t 2N
importance to Commonwealth lines of communication, in which case the Union Defence Aathori

will presumably base their defence requirements on the value of their importance to communications
GAGKAY (GKS ' yA2yoQ .dziz KS LRAYGSR 2dziz -hdhf A a
coast defence guns at the request of the Admiralityrough these ports were not of major importance

to the Commonwealth lines of communication they had a value to communications within the Union.

Of Walvis Bay and Saldanha he said that these ports were not of vital importance to internal
communications buithey were being provided with-Bich coast guns for seaward defence at the
NEBljdzSad 2F GKS ''RYANIfGed 1I'S SYyRSR o0& WIKNRBGAY:Z
a0l £t ST WAyY ( KS AnmkAikraftNdteadésishald be prodidgoif theyports in question,

to enable a forecast to be made of the tofahti-Aircraftequipment required

A lengthy fouspage cyphered cable was sent to the High Commissioner, London, from the office of the
CGS on 7 January 1942. It began:

With Japan inthe war and the added importance of our ports especially Cape Town and
Durban on the Line of Communication to the Mikt and the Far East will you please ask the
Ports Defence Committder advice on the adequacy or otherwise of Defence provision for our
L2 NI &4 X Q

The cable ligd the entire spectrum ofexisting defences asome length, from Walvis Bay on the

Atlantic coast to Mombasa on the Indian Ocean cdast¢ KS& ¢gSNB aKz2gy Ay (GKS
(then present) approved policy, which was refére (i 2 dzy RSNJ W. Q> F¥2NJ S OK 277
covered aircrafiavailableg serviceable and unserviceableoast gung, of all the various typesAnti-

Aircraft guns¢ both 3.7%inch and Bofors, RDF setboth locally made and imported, searchliglgs

both, coast andAnti-Aircraft, minesweeping and antiubmarine vessels. It is interesting that it listed

air cover at both Lourenco Margues and Beira, as well as the more distant ports of Mombass, Dar
Salaam and Kismayu in East Africa.

Available Authorised

Cape Town  3.7-inch 2 16
40mm 0 12
AAS/L 0 12
{AY2y Qa3 Hnéhgy O 12
40mm 0 12
AAS/L 0 12

17 Ibid.
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Available Authorised

Durban3.7-inch 0 16
40mm 0 12
AAS/L 0 12
Port Elizheth 3.7-inch 0 12
40mm 0 12
AAS/L 0 12
East London 3.7-inch 0 12
40mm 0 12
AAS/L 0 12
Achilles Reserve
3.7-inch 0 12
40mm 0 12
AAS/L 0 12

It appears from this cable that there were two 3nch Anti-Aircraftguns at Cap&own with sixteen as
L2fAORT G {AY2yQa ¢26y YAt YR (6StO@ST 5daNDI Y
London, Walvis Bay and Saldanha were each shown to be nil on both cbubhtgaragraph 10.

Achilles (Reserve) showed a figure of twedvéinch guns as approved policy. It was much the same

F2NI naYY . 2F2NR 3Jdzyay /[ LIS ¢26y>s {AY2yQa ¢2g6Yy ¢
shown as nil and twelve, and none at the remaining poittsdid not include four 40 mm Bofors
Wo2NMR gFNRB Y (GKS ' RYANIfd&8 o6K2 KIR [F3INBSR (2 (K
G S Y L} NI aiBurbbrgTheyld@n was made subject to the guns being allocated on the basis of two

to the dock gates and two to the oil installatioffs.

Japanese sea power

WFHLI ySasS KIR yy2dzyOSR Ay 5SOSYOoSNI monm GKFEG GK
F'YYAKACE I @ Xnhg British battlgsKigPrince of Walesind Repulsehad been sunk; Hong Kong
capitiulated on Christmas Day; Singapore surreadieat 7.50 pmon 15 February (the greatest ever
surrender of British troops}the Allies evacuated Sumatra two days later; the Australian port of Darwin

was subject to an air attack on 19 February and in the Battle of the Java Sea the Dutch Admiral
Doorman lost half Isi force and went down with his flagshipe RuyterThe battleendedAllied sea

power in the east.

The Japanesavent on the rampage in the Bay of Bengal and took their first stride intolridén
Ocean,sinking over 10000 tons of shipping in four dayand they sank the heavy cruisers HMS
Cornwalland Dorsetshirelater sinking the carrieHermeswith all her aircraft still on boardAdmiral

Nagumo had mastery of the seas from Hawai to Ceylon (now Sri Lanka). These events added a new
dimension to the var and the beginning of a possible threft2 dzi K ! FNA OF Qa 3I2 GSNYY
the possibility of a future attack and possible invasion.

Tovk NRa (GKS SyR 27F CSo NHzZl NBmmiitdenor Deiefc8 Arfarigdidentsifos A v S
the Indian Ocean ras®ssed defence arrangements at Indian Ocean ports. Insofar as South African
ports were concerned the committee envisaged the possibility of brief bombardments of the ports by
14-inch gunned battleships, and operations by torpedo and rh@ying craft as weélas attacks by up

to 200 carrietborne aircraft and arnfantry landing inBrigadegroup strength. Defence of the coast

ports, the Committee stated, would demand powerfhibast Artillery torpedo bombers and fighter

planes as well as 208 3intch Anti-Aircraft guns and a similar number of 40mm Bofors guns and, in
addition, radar coverage of the whole coastline.

18 1bid., CGS War Box 10, file 4091, vol. 2, enc. 4.
19 War in the Southern Oceans, p. 108.
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There wa apparent confusion over the order for searchlights @&nibadier de Waal on 26 February
1942 requested the cancellation of all existingents for searchlightsanew demandwas submitted
for:

1. Lamps, searchlights H.C.D. 90 52
2. Locators, sound Mk 1X 52
3. Projectors A.A. 90cm MKk V 52
4. Lorries, complete with generators 62

He confirmed that it was not necessary tancal the ten lorries already on contract as these could be
used for spares and to replace casualties and, secondly, he would be quite happy to accept serviceable
secondhand projectors® In April there was still confusion over the number of lorries anddgmhts
required and seemingly the order was settled at 76 of €ach.

On 26 February 1942 the South African High Commissioner in London cabl@@3h® inform him
that the Cabinet Ad Hoc committee were making a recommendation to the British Chi&tid
concerning the delivery of coast adti-Aircraft equipment to South Africa. Insofar ésiti-Aircraft
equipment was concerned the cabfmve Anti-Aircraft increased- afourdeavy and eight light Cape
Town. Eight heavy four light Saldanha Bay.rf@mavy eight light Durban. Eight heavy twelve light East
LondonCFive days later, on 3 March 1942, the High Commissioner referred to the personal message
he had sent to the DCS on 26 February and informezh2fthat the Chiefs of Staff had approved the
recommendations of the ad hoccommiS S ® W{ Ay O0S>sQ KA&a OFroftS aidl iSRY
been informed War Office recommendimgmediaterelease 32 heavsgtatic and 36 light AA
equipment. This being considered by Chiefs of Staff and most likely to be approved and shipped
this month
The High Commissioner asked whether the CGS anticipated difficulty in providing and training
personnel, and suggested it may be possible to arrange help from the War Office, either from convoys
or from personnel in transit camps. He ended:
I hawe not discussed this with W.O. but would do so if you wished

In a @ble dated 11 March 194#he Chiefs of Staffonfirmed approval fothe release of 32 static 3.7
inch Anti-Aircraft guns and 36 40mm BofoféThe first 3.7inch guns arrived in Mahnc1942.By 23
April 1942 the totaAnti-Aircraftequipment available for distribution in the Union was

2 - 3.7-inch AA guns.

4 - 3-inch 20cwt AA guns

4 - 40mm Bofors

57 - Sperry AA Searchlights, complete with 86 AA lorries.

21 - British AA Searchligs, complete witHorries, including three extreehicles.

This equipment was distributed at coastal ports as follows:

Table Bay Four 3inch 20cwt guns, two 40nm Bofors and twelve
Sperry A/Searchlights.

{AY2yQa . I & Twelve Sperry AA Searchlights

PortElizabeth Twelve Sperry AA Searchlights

East London Three Sperry and nine British AA Searchlights

Durban Two 3.7inch guns, two 40nm Bofors and twelve Sperry
AA Searchlight¥'

Reserve Unit, Cape Town Two Sperry AA Searchlights.

AA Training Centre Robibdsland  Two 40mm Bofors.

20 SANDF Archives,CGS War, Box 39, file 8/10, Vol, 1.
21 |bid.

22 |pid., file 8/8.

23 |bid, Box 10, file 4091, enc. 5.

24 History of AA Organisation, UDF 1939944 p.1.
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Three Sperry AA Searchlights were allocated to the School eA#kataft Defence and one Sperry and
three British AA Searchlights were held in storage. Also held in store were the extra 86 Sperry and one
British searchlight Jgcles. Two Sperry and three British searchlights were on loan toCthest
Artillery.

There were 1 000 rounds of ammunition for eacm&h gun but there was no ammunition for the 3.7

inch guns. The ammunition was on order and cables had been sent toh@sking for delivery to be
expedited but London replied on 17 March confirmingthéto H nnn NR dzy R¥ OKQ BXY 2
issued to match 32 equipments now in course of isEeir days later, however, the D@&ked for an
immediate shipment of 2@ rounds forthetwo 3:A Y OK 3Jdzy d ¥l f NBI Ré& KSNBQ®

It is interesting that at this timewhen two 6inch coast guns were being considered for the Durban
defences, that the War Office asked whether or not they should be replaced bgualgole 5.25nch
CA/AA guns or by two-iBich on 45 degree mountingg® It was not the last time that the subject of the
CAJ/AA guns arose; two were later orderelthe order was, howevercancelled and after the war a
committee was formed to decide whethéo againplace anorder for these gunsThe 5.25inch twin
weighed 76 ton; with a muzzle velocity 08Q0 fps it fired an 80 Ib projectile to a height of @0 ft.

But it was arextremely expensivpiece of equipmenand requiredheavy concrete work on which to
place thealmost formidablemountings It was decided not to ask for theseerly expensive pieces of
equipmentThey would, in any event, not be available in quantity before the end of the war.

There seems to have be complete confusion or misunderstanding betwethe various departments

at Defence Headquarters about orders for military equipment. In March 1942 an order for tfaanty

3.7-inch mobileAnti-Aircraftguns complete, and thirgwo 40 mm Bofors completeas sent to

London as an addition to a previousder sent on 10 December 1941. The cable including this data
AYRAOFGSR GKFG Fy AYRSy(d ydzYoSNJ g2dzZ R 6S aSyid oé
2 0 U | A PGETR On the other hand informed the CGS on 25 March that purchases from overseas

were recorded on the following indents:

40 mmguns: Indent 639-108 guns £107 000.
Indent 1015- 4 guns (no cost noted)

3.7-inch guns Indent 430 - 54 guns £869 000
Indent 639 -122 guns£1 668000

Oppositely in London must have alsormyw been a little confused. Brigadier Newman, Royal Marines

¢ previously DDAA in Pretoria) now in the hot seat in the Office of the High Commissioner, replied and
adz33SaidSR GKFG | O2YLX SiSte ySg ANMESHE newshice NI (G 2
revised order went to London. It called for 204 -}1h guns, and 276 40 mm Bofors ggh€ables

went back and forth in April 1942 Oppositely asking for clarification of the situation regarding
outstanding indents which it said must be cancelledd towards the end of May 1942 when the War

Office assessed the number of guns necessary for the defence of South African ports as 108 heavy AA
guns and 112 light AA gsira reply from the CGS indicated the numbers to be 204 heavy guns and 278

light guns

A Further Assessment

In April 1942with the Japaneseon the rampage in the Indian Ocegmgssibly in desgration, the
Admiralty was approachetfbr assistance withAnti-Aircraft gunsand on 20 May it indicated it could
not allocate more than twenty Oerliks from the May production. It hoped, however, to allocate
thirty per month from June onwards, to reach the total of 104 requigg.the end of May when the

25 SANDF Archives, CGS War, Box 10, file 4091, enc. 8.
26 |bid., enc. 6.

27 |bid., enc 9a.

28 |bid., enc.13.

29 |bid., enc. 14.
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Japanese were about to launch a June offensive at sea, the position had imgrevite. Tweny
3.7-inch guns had arrived and been distributed and so had about 40 Bofors.

In replying to Londorg who had obviously been asked by the War Office for details, Dechief cabled
London on 7 June, giving the distributionfdti-Aircraftguns and searchlightat that date. It showed

the number of3.7-inchguns as

Durban- two mobile and six statiand Cape Town six static  { A Y 2 V5l had fouz abdy8-inch 20

cwt guns

It was much better picture with the 40 mm Bofors guns, with forty received andhiited to coastl
ports. Guns had begun to arrive with some semblance of regularity and, by 20 June distribution was:

Station 3.7-inch  3.7inch 3-inch  40mm 90cm HCD 120cm Sperry
Static  Mobile Mobile Bofors British Amelican

Cape Town 12 - - 12 - 12

Durban 12 2 - 12 - 12

{AY2YyQa -¢20Y¥ 4 6 - 12

Port Elizabeth 4 - - 6 - 12

East Londo - - - 4 9 3

AATC 4 - - - - 8

On loan to coast - - - - 8 - %

At this stage London was asked to confirm urgently whether all furthein@ly guns would be mobile

as this walld affect an order for tractors, which had to be placed with Washington. A reply indicated
there was no objection to the request for mobile equipment but it would affect the order, as releases
would necessarily have to be made over longer period. Theecatdted 2 July 1942yave the
AYF2NXYIEGA2Y GKFG SAIKG Jdzya KIFIR 6SSy NBfESFasSR

By the end of May 1942, thanti-Aircraft equipment position had improved considerably and when
Major GeneralLoch, CB, MChé War Office Adviser on Coastd AnttAircraft Artillery, visited South
Africa in June and carried out an inspection of all coast anttAircraft defences,Anti-Aircraft
equipment had been distributed as shown below:

Station 3.7-inch  3.7inch 3-inch  40mm 90cm HCD 120cm Sperry
Mobile  Static Mobile Bofors British American

Cape Town - 6 - 14 - 12
Durban 2 6 - 12 - 12
{AY2yQa -¢c20Y- 4 6 - 12
Port Elizabeth - 4 - 6 - 12
East London - - - 6 9 3
Saldanha Bay - - - - -
Reserve (with - - - 14 10* 8
DAAT & DCAC)

Onloan CASL - - - - 5 -
Total 2 16 4 56 24* 59

There were no GL Sets and no SLC Sets and the three 90cm HCD British searchlights were without

power plants And there was still no ammunitidior any of the guns.

Manufacture and delivery of equipment was at the mercy of the activities ot tifevaffeand of the
rate of loss of shipping due to submarine activity and it was noted that delivery of Predictors, height
finders and ID telescopesri@®.7-inch Batterieswas based on one set for four guns. The War Office

30 |pid., Box 10,
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was informed on 25 June that South Africa was forced to deploy both two anddonrsections and
therefore submitted a request for one set per two guns. But Dechief, the CGS, wasdadm 3 July

that production for the next six months only allowed one set per four guns. This was accepted but
Dechief nevertheless asked for an additional six each of the height finders and ID telescopes.

Six days laterthe CGS cable®ppositel)the High Commissioneay through whom all these cable

were routed) and gave amended AA requirements; ia total of 188 3.4nch guns with 316 spare
barrels and 94 each of the range finders, Predictors No. 1, range and height finders and ID telescopes.
In addition he asked for 404 40mm equipments and 2020 spare barrels, plus 236 Kerrison predictors,
No. 3, and six StiKey, sticklaying equipment. This was acknowledged but the War Office
nevertheless reduced the number of spare barrels they could supply.

More equipment arrived and made it possible for a redistribution as is shown below:

3.7-inch 40mm AA SLs
Table Bay 12 12 12
{AY2yQa . I &4 6 12
Port Elizabeth 4 6 12
East London 4 6 12
Durban 12 12 12
Total 36 42 60

The UBoats

U-Boats had been operating in the seas off thest African coast after moving away from the
Americas where there had been increased aufbmarine activityBut, resulting fromthe inaeased U

boat activity off the African coasthe Commandein-Chief South Atlantic, moved his headquarters
FNBY CNBSi(26y (2 { AY2 ynhead hisAtdffyfo nforg dimsotbyncentrdlithe n&vgll I 6 £ S
activity against the thoat menace. He saw Saltha as an alternative convoy assembly point and as a

result he made representations to strengthen coast ai-Aircraft defences there. The Admiralty

agreed with his point of view and, furthermore, agreed to send twiodh naval guns, eight 3:ihch
Anti-Aircraftguns and four Bofors for employment at that port.

The Germans had developed an improvgdBoat with an increased range a@fuppe Eislir wassent

by Bevelshaber der Unterseebotenoperate in Cape waters and disrupt the supply chain to thet.e
Four of the new improved Hoats with a Wtanker were sent south towards the end of 1942. A fifth U
boat joined the group a little later. Tlearrived in Cape waters in October and by +@idtober
fourteen ships had been sunk, many withigtgiof Tabé Mountain, some were possibly carrying war
material destined for South Afric@ne Uboat was found and sunk during the time they were in South
African waters.

Ammunition

With a semblance of regular delivery of guns the next problem was spare ammumit&nS on 16

July requested permission from the CGS to make application for AA ammunition additional to that
already on order. He asked for:

49 000 rounds HE for the 3ifich guns, and
11 400 rounds shrapnel; and
174 400 rounds HE for theoBbrs

No AP for the 3.7s or the Bofovgas requested, nor were any SAP with tracer for the lattdde

indicated that the additional order would co§8 492 120. Application for financial authority was
passed to the CGS, Secretdoy Defence and the Auhorities Committee on 7 September. In his
memorandumg a repeat of earlier one to which he had not had a repPGTS said quantities were

31 |bid.,CGS War, Box 10, enc. 25.
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based on revised estimates for the 18833 OK | yR nnn . 2F2N& 3Idzya 2y
obtained for AAdefers A G KAY 2GKS | yA2y ®dQ

Ly |y SEGNIOG FNRY WwSLE2NI o0& /2Y0AYSR { SNBAOSa
RFGSR ™M ! daadzald mpnHI GKS O2YYAGGSS y2GSR GKFG W
0SSy RSt A @S NEB R X Aai-Aiciaft defenkeyofitts Reoa@Bitiery fokitioris is essential.

Owing to the smallness of the target, it said, the chief danger to gun sites is from dive bombing and
f2g €SOSt FGGlrO1a FyRI (KSNBT2NEB #Whoied tat four ! & R
Oerlikon guns on loan from the Royal Navy had been set up in the gun area on the initiative of the Fire

I 2YYlFYRSN® ¢KS O02YYAGGHISS NBO2YYSYRSR (KIdG GKAa
pointed out that there were then only faypairs of twinLewis guns to protect sRatteries Members
considered that these should be increased to twelve, i.e. two pair8paéery, and that when heavy
Anti-Aircraft guns become available they should be sited primarily for the protection of targere

vulnerable to high level bombing; i.e. oil tanks, docks, etc. The committee pointed out that guns and
approach roads should be camouflagedmediately as they were extremely conspicuous from the

air. Otrer matters on which it reportedncluded radar coverage and an improvement in beach
protection. It considered the latter to be a serious gap.

As a result of the report camouflage was greatly improved and dummy gun positions were
constructed. The dummy positions had not been completed when a vegdygiven the authors of the

report. It noted that the four Oelikon guriire now permanently acquired. No further issue of Twin

Lewis has yet beengrantéd. & | RRSR GKIFd Al 6l a dzyRSNARAG22R (KS
several LAAgunsonthedBF FXQ | yR (KIFId (KS&S ¢gAff 06S dzaSR Saa
and other vital areas. Four 3iich guns had already been sited on the Bluff and these, it was said, will
provide protection against high and low level attack. They woulgl balused to defend thBatteries

in the unlikely event of direct attack on the guns. Had they known about this policy the gunners would

have received some comfort from the repdtt.

The distribution ofAnti-Aircraftguns as at 6 June 194flven in a chle to London, was:

1. o dT ¢ Dharnkd S

2.007Té AGFAGAO /LIS ¢26y ¢ 9 5daNDBlLYy c
3.0¢ Hn OHTOWN@AY2Y

4. 40 mm CT 12, Dbn-12, STown6. PE; 6, EL-4

By August 1942, howevemore Anti-Aircraft equipment hadbegun to arrive in South African his
Progess Report on the AA Defences at Coastal Aredsch covered the situation as at 9 August, DCS
reported that of the thirtytwo 3.7-inch guns authosed, Table Bay had six sections of heavy guns.
There were two sections each of four 3nich Mk Il gunsdr which the instruments were being
installed¢ these would be in action in seven days, he said, and two sections each of tivaI3 MK Il
guns that were in action in temporary positions. In addition two sections each of fwoh320cwt
Anti-Aircraftgdzy @ ¢ SNB Ff a2 Ay FOGA2y G GSYLR2NINE LIR2A&AI
The full authoed number of thirtytwo 40 mm Bofors had been received. Nine were in action and
three employed for training. Work was in progress on communications, garations rooms and the
construction of emplacements, magazines and administrative buildingsrépwt covered similar
data for all other ports.

32 |bid., enc.27.
33 |bid., CAB Gp.1, Box 52, file CCA/61.
34 |bid.
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A final programme of equipment for the ports based on the estimated arrival byAmgaist 1942 of
additional Anti-Aircraftguns and associated equipment is reflected below:

PORT 3.7-inch guns 40 mm Bofors AASLs
Table Bay 32 20 12
{AY2yQa . I & 12 12 12
Port Elizabeth 12 12 12
East London 8 12 12
Durban 32 20 12
Saldanha 8 4 12
Total 104 80 60

By 7 September a memorandum compiled by DAA on the Air Defence organisation of the country
showed an even rosier picture of the availability of equipment. It indicated that both Table Bay and
Durban each had 32 Bofors inateof only 20. There was, however, a reserve of twelvar&m guns,

twelve Bofors and twelve searchlights, making a total in the country of 1xth&7guns, 116 Bofors

and 72 searchlight8y the time that the dpanese threat was at its height, a restable, if not strong,

system of coasAnti-Aircraft defence had ben built up. AntiAircraft guns continued to arriventil

August 1943, with fifyeight 3.7s included in that months DGTS repdstday earlier than the
memorandum, financial authority wagiven for the construction of thirgwo 3.7-inch AA

SYLX I OSYSy(iaz odzi GKAA o6l a &adzoaSldsSyiafte OF yOSt f ¢

Also in September, on instructions from DCS, the Technical Services Directorate applied to the CGS,
Secretary dér Defence and the Authorities Committee fopexditure authority for:

188 Spare barrels for 31ch guns £51 700
114 complete 40 mm equipments)
1730 spare barrels for above ) £80 600
6 Stiff key stick laying equipmenit)

By end September 1942 the increase in arrivaat-Aircraft equipment had turned thje country into
a slightly more respectable force. Despite some guns being lost at sea while en route to South Africa
through enemy action, there was a total of 104-&1¢h and 104 40 mm guns in the country.

I Wwy2ad dz2NBSyiQ OFrofS 2y HH b2@OSYOSNI mpnu FajlsSR
gl & WXNBIdzA NBR A YYSRA [-kidydMk & EcQipniest BiSrain§.NJ 6 A G K aAE {
Over the months before Octap numbers of cables passed betwe@ppositely(the office of the

South African High Commissioner in London) Bredhief- the office of the CGS in Pretoria, on the

scale ofAnti-Aircraft equipment necessary at South African ports as part of the coashdefsystem.

On 3 October 1941 the Director of A#itircraft and Coast Defence at the War Office wrote to the

Military Liaison Officer at South Africa House, London, and advised him that that the Ports Defence
Committee had, after consideration decided theale ofAnti-Aircraft defence at South African ports

should be:

Heavy AntiAircraftguns Light AntiAircraftguns
Table Bay 16 12
{AY2yQa . I® 12
Durban 16 12

The question of the provision éinti-Aircraftequipment and of training begne one of some urgency

and after the South African Defence authorities queried the reason for excluding Port Elizabeth, East
London, Walvis Bay and Saldanha it was found the Ports Defence Committee had not even considered
these ports.

35 |bid., enc. 28.
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Telegrams passed tveeen DCAA and Dechief about the requirements for searchlights and the air
RSTSyOS 2F G(K2aS LRNIa y20 AyOfdzZRSR Ay GKS 2 NJ
Correspondence eventually landed on the desk of The Secretary to the Adratrdig request of the

High Commissioner who asked for the views of the Lords High Commissioners of the Admiralty. The
Secretary outlined the background to the current state of affairs, commencing with the order for 3.7

inch Anti-Aircraftguns placed by i Union Defence Force before the commencement of the war, i

Table Bay 12 guns
{ AY2y Qa 8guhse
Durban 4 guns

No trace has been found of such an order and in any event it conflicts with the order placed in
February 1940.

He asked, fltowing the decision of the Ports Defence Committee, whether the Admiralty considered it
ySOSaalNEx 2y gKIFG &aOl tAntiArdaft defelic&sinlild b2 pidvildd fotLJQa 2
Port Elizabeth, East London, Saldanha and Walvis Bay. He didehasfd, point out that Port

Elizabeth and East London were not of major importance to Commonwealth Lines of Communication

but on the other hand Walvis Bay and Saldanha were being provided viftthéguns for seaward

defence at the request of the AdmirgltThis was being done even though these two ports were not of

vital importance to the internal communications of the Union

In April 1943, with a new provision policy in place, the office of the CGS informed the-Sectetary

for War in London that th&’ i KS | yA2y Qa NBIljdZANBYSyida F2Nl nn YY
to a total Of 346 withl 750 spare barrels and 236 predictors. He asked for amendments to be made to
three Demand documents and at the same time stated that the quantity of Stiffkey Mick/
equipmenisbe reduced from 162to 126 ! G201 f 2F occ WSIdALIYSYydiaQ ¢
Hn Ay SEOS&da 2F GKS yS¢ NBIIANBYSydGa FAIANBQ |
sea, the net excess was twelve. He therefore réqiieS R G KF G GKS pn WSIjdzi LIYSYy
America in February be reduced by twefbe.

One can only assume that the Defence authorities knew what they were doing and were keeping a
tight and accurate control of orders for guns and all other itensgrgng to make sense of it all these
years later with correspondence in numerous files is akin tékivwg awobbly tightrope acrossa
minefield.

Apparently in reply to a request from Londdhe DCS on 5 February 1943 cabled that the distribution

of Anti-Aircraftequipment and searchlights as at 20 January asafollows

Wirstly Three point seven incMobile. East Londod, Durban 8, Training 2.

Secondly Three point seven inch static. Cape Town{l4 Y 2 y Q 4, PartElizgbeth 4, Durban 12,
Training 2. Latter also used operationally at Cape Town.

Thirdly. Three inch 20 ctnSimorf3 Town 4.
Fourthly Forty nm Bofors earmarked for emergency at Saldanha but temporarily on training of One
CASEtR I'Nxyeé . IGGSNE nI /| LBizaldeth 8 yEastlomon{6ADIDafi Q4 ¢ 2 ¢

Training 16, Reserve 1 undergoing repair.

Fifthly. Ninety cm AA Searchlights training®y G SYL}R2 NI NB 2y G2¥ /2Fad4d {S

3¢ |bid., UWH CIVIL , Box 78, Artillery LMAB No. 100/CC.
37 |bid., CGS WamBox 39, enc. 53
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By this time the Japanese threat was astserious as it had been. ImetBattle of the Cal Sea on 7

and 8 May 1942 between American and Japanese fleets, each lost one carrier sunk and one damaged.
The Battle of Midway in the first few days of June left the Japaméth the smoking hulls of four
carriers. Although not remled at the time it was one of the truly decisive of battles at sea. The
Japanes Armycontinued their operations elsewherein Papua, New Guinea and Guacahal
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CHAPERTWELVE

THE GUNS

Whe appliation of Anti-Aircraftfire is both a science and an &bt.

The 3.7inch AntiAircraft Gun

As has been seeRritain, after World War Onemade a slow starto replace the 3nch 20 cwtgun

that she had had at the end of hostilitiesn 1918 Five hundredr so were kept but all other guns
used against aircraft were scrappécere had been complaints in France during 32256 that a gun

with a higher performance than the-iBch 20 cwt was required. In 1917 the experimental Branch of
the Ministry of Munitons began work on a new design. First drafts were delayed whbisilpe
conversion of the naval-thch to a mobile model was investigated. This was abandoned and the new
design reactivated in 1918. The specification drawn up was for &Q@tFAircraftgun of 3.6inch bore,

to fire a 25 pound shell to a maximum height of & feet at a muzzle velocity @000 ft/sec. The
prototype was a longparrelled g with a semil dzi 2 YF GA O o NBSOK YSOKIYyAAY |
0 I NX2 . Bha rHokirlirig was neve: towed, tracked chassis of low profile, gémg the detachment in
action. A preliminary order for one hundred was given in September 1918, but then reduced to five for
testing and trials. With the end of the war the project was abandoned.

Although suggstions for a number ofther Anti-Aircraft gun designs were made during the 1920s a
Royal Artillery Committee in 1928 suggested that ai8ch (94mm) gun firing a5 b shellto a height

of 28 000ft would be effective. After theoretical calculations Ha@en made a General Service
Specification was issued in 1938called for a 3.4nch gun weighingighttons, capable of being put
into action infifteen minutes and of being towed at 25 mpBesigns were suggested in 198y
Woolwich Arsenal and Vickefgmstrong the VickersArmstrong design was acceptadid their pilot
model passed proof trials iApril 1936 Poduction was authosed in April 1937. The first guns were
delivered in January 1938. It was the year of the Munich Crisis and the efforbtiuge sufficient
ddzya 2 RSFSYR . NARUGIAY o0ST2NB (KS 2yasSi 2F GKS
finance and manufacturing capacifyroduction continued from 1938 until 1945, reaching its peak in
March 1942 with a delivery rate of 228mps per month.

When first produced, the 3-ihch Anti-Aircraftgun had a number of disadvantages; firstly, even with
the best trained detachments it was slow in coming into action. This was mainly due to the very heavy
platform, jackarms and pads. It radred luck and skill to have the davit holes to be completely in line

to insert the securing pins.

There was a story told of the early days of the war when an RAF pilot flying a patrol off the North
Foreland of Kent was fired on by thati-Aircraftdefences. It ceased after he radioed a complaint, but

on landing he was immediately called to the telephone in the Ops room. The voice at the other end of

the line was that of theAnti-Aircraft Commande®® WL Y NBIFff& Y Y2ad TN
typiOF £ 9y 3t AAK FlLraKA2yd W. dzi LI S a8 G4Stf YSI 46SNB

The gun was very advancedveaponfor its time but the carriage was particularly complicatelt

carried no optical sights and was intended to be operated by data transmifsion fire control
instruments displayed on dials, much asUpast Artillerycounter bombardment guns. All the gun

layer had to do was to operate his controls and move the gun until pointers on the dials actuated by
0KS 3Jdzy Qa Y2 @BSYSy lrs setbytifedive Bodtil ingtiuraeiits. T yuyi tiré&d a 28 Ib
(12.7 kg) shell at a maximum rate of about 19 rpm (dotaling) at 3 425 ft/sec (792 m/sec) to a
maximum height o069 300ft- the height it could reach against the pull of gravilgssuming te gun

was at its maximum elevation of 80 degrees. The effective ceiling with Predictor No. 10 and Fuze Time
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No. 208 was 45 000 ft. On exploding the tioeed shell hurled out hundreds of réubt splinters that
were lethal against any aircraft within abodb feet.

An automatic fuzesetter (MFS No. 11) and an automatic loader were introduced during the war.
These not only eliminated variations in time taken in loading and-$eténg but it enabled the gun to
follow predictor data more closely, increas#étk rate of fire and providing improved accuracy. The
gun was designed as mobile equipment but the carriage was complicated and a simple static mounting
was later produced. Modifications were continually introduced.

The War Office, looking ahead in 19d4#manded a fresh design of gun, asking for a ceiling @050

feet, a time of flight to that height of 30 seconds and théligbto fire three rounds and have a fourth
f2FRSR Ay Hn aSO02yRad 2A0K GKAA& OF YSDdpartylebtyp ae a i
Rifling it was designed by Colonel Probert of that Department and it worked in conjunction with a
speciallydesigned shell. The rifling commenced at zero deptld, tae lands assumed their full height

at just over four inches from the commencent of rifling. Towards the muzzle the groove depth
gradually reduced until at 11 inches from the muzzle, the bottom of the grooves had come up to meet

the top of the lands and the guns was a smoothbore. The shell was fitted with -@ffiiciency driving

band, and twin centrig bandsat the shoulder. These had the effect of dividing the torsional stress of
spinning more evenly along the length of the shetid centring theprojectile more perfectly on the

axis of the gun barrel. As the rifling grooves r@ased, the copper of the driving band and centring

band was squeezed into caglures in the shell body. On leaving the muzzle, these copper bands,
which normale  LIN2 § NJZRSR Ay id2 GKS FANBGNBFY |yR RS3INIR
with the skell wall to permit an unbroken air flowver the shell, which helped to sustain velocity. The

RD Rifling was highly successful. The gun was introduced in 1943 as the Mark 6. It performed so well it
remained in service for the remainder of heamti-AircreftQa I dzy YISNE Rl 8 &4 @

The gun was originally manually operated. However accurate was the future position data that was
passed from the predictor, its application to the gun was made by fallible human operators turning
hand wheels to follow their pointerBy 1944, however, aftelome years of development, a Remote
Power Control(RPCyear was introduced which eliminated manual laying. Equipment so modified
were known as the Mark IIC. The modification also included as fully automatic fuze setting and loadi
gear. This resulted in the whole service of the gun being carried out mechanically and with a constant
and predictable drill time. When this system was combined, as it was, withiwerttic autofollow

radar and an electronic predictor, the fully autatic chain from radar to gun had been established.
The final refinement was the introduction of the proximity or VT fuze, which eliminated the errors in
fuze estimation and fuze working which were unavoidable withgaeclockwork fuzes.

The RPC gear wanot introduced without some troubles on the way. It was demonstrated to a
distinguished audience at a gun position near Bexley, England in 1943, the spectators clustered round

the predictor in the command post. The great moment came and the gear wagexttgall four guns

traversed and depressed themselves majestically until all were laid accurately on the predictdr

the audience. Thiglisplayand the highly successful RD rifling in 1943 ensured that the Mk 6 gun
remained in service until declared sdiete in 1959. It was a very successful design. It was considered

by at least one Royal Artillery senior officer to be the Rolls Royce of guns and fitted with the No. 11

fuse setter it had an unrivalled rate of fire. German prisorsravar called it theQ St SOGNA O A dzy Qd

It is interesting to view statistics. To summarise the performance of the h&atiyAircraft guns in
Britain during World War 2:

Daylight during the Battle for Brain in 1940

Firing visual against bomber formations at medium altitudéhwisual acquisition and tracking and
with mechanical predictor and optical height finder:

w2dzyR& FANBR LISNJ I AMODNI Fi RSAGNRBESRXXXPdopn

1 British and American Artillery of¥World War 2, pp. 108,109.
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Day and night 1944 firing unseen against V1 rockets
With RPC and automatic loading and fuze setting, and centhm@tr I dzi 2 F2f t 808 NI RI NX X

Day and night 1944 firing unseeras abovep dzi A G K +¢ FdzZl SABOKXXXXXXXXXM.

One writer has noted that the average number of rounds fired to bring down a V1 niis&@&d4was
about 15Q an 82 per cent success rate;far cry from the 1800 roundsper-bird of the 1940 Blitz
when radar was in its infancy and powefédled fuzes were standartl

An experiment at shooting the 3.7 in the ground role was conducted at Trawsfynydd in the UK during
1941 after some quick wk in producing a range tahldéfter it was all over and the gun returned from
GKSYyOS AlG KIFEIR 02YS: y20KAY3 TFdz2NHKSNI g1 ¥SomxXKSI NR
Battery Commandes at different times used their guns in a temporary ground role thet practice

was frowned upon. By the time of Alamein there were nearly one thousand of these guns in the
Middle East, and many never fired a round in anger. Yet not one was released to the Eighth Army.

The 3.7 was nevertheless used in a ground iolkaly by the South African Artillery. Care had to be

taken with crest clearance, in view of its high muzzle velocity and, in the ground role, its low trajectory

and range. It proved to be a good thiatteryfor 7/23 Medium Regiment, Shttillery. It was not the

first time this gun had been used in a ground rdtevas equal to, if not superior to the German 88

mm Flak gun, used to great effect by the Germans iAm@tir Tankrole. This was proved in June 1942

when four 3.7s of 282 Battery, 88 Heavy idhircraft Regiment, RA, knocked down their gpinwalls

YR RSLINB’aasSR (2 1 SNRBI padzer§hatanerd Soving/iRvardsSTobruR w2 Y
harbour. They were so successful they had to be wiped out Infantry attack.

hy S HNakin e eatern sector of Tobruk on 20 June, manned by a medley of men under Sgt

Mellish of 2 AntiAircraft Regiment, South African Artillery, kept GerniRanzersat bay for a short
while until they were overwhelmed by weight of numbers.

e - —_

e T — w:ﬂ;f";'.\ ._“__ - Bt __,___—\-___-__
Figure 20: 40mm L/60 automatic light ArAircraft gun

With acknowledgement to pp. 18/19 of a copy of Gunner for which no reference is available
British and American Artillery of World War, pp. 108,109.

Gunner June 1984, p.14.

Ibid.

a A W N
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The 40 mm Bofors

The 40mmL/60 automatic lightAnti-Aircraft gun (although AB Bofors have made scores of different
guns,the 40 mm ik f g & & NI TrHe BadssRizyi€Ponelofithe Whost successfand famous

guns ever built. It was designed and developed by the Swedish comdlgisholaget Boforin 1929,
re-designed and developed before being placed on the international market in 1931. One hundred 40
mm Bofors and 500 000 rounds of ammunitioere/ purchased by Britain in 1937 order to give the
necessary lowevel protection to the ArmyThe Swedish built equipment began to be issued in £938.

A further quantity of these guns was purchased from Poland (the Poles had taken out a licence to
produce the gun in 1935) and this was followed by a licence to manufacture them in Britain. It also
enabled Canada to produce the gun. Arrangements were made to manufacture the gun but factory
capacity in Britain was at a premium and it was not until 1941 thats began to come off the
production line in quantity. A special predictor, the Kerrison (or No. 3 predictor) was developed, the
auto-loader was simplified, the sights underwent several changes and towards the end of the war of
193945 remote power conwl was perfected. Although designed to be lowered to the ground for
emplacement, it was quite possible to fire it from its wheels, and on the move thdagen often

rode on the gun so as to open fire with the least delBlye gun was recoil operated ahdd a vertical
sliding breeckd t 2 O® £ g RE NA 2 dzy A (i h dac&ptéd yoRnddiikchargerdl® @ and

fed them down into line with the breech, whence they were rammed bprang rammer. The fired
cases were ejected straight back and ihdeflected down a guide chute to be thrown clear at the
front of the mounting. Barrel springs compensated the barrel weight, and the whole mounting
revolved on a baltace on the carriage, which had four outriggers and two axles.

In a two page report apparelyt sent to someone at Defence headquarters and now on file in the
military archives, the author described a possible amendment to the manufacture of the 40 mm
Bofors. He suggested he said, after much thinking, substituting only two small coil springhttar |

2ySa 2F¥ GKS ary$S &aiaiSeo 1S AyidAaAYlFIiSR GKIFIG AG RAR
Y OKAYS 2LISNIiGA2YyEaQ Ay GKS YI ydehosOdi omeh wags of INR OS
simplifying the manufacture which can be incorporated inesv desigr? ¢ KS NBLR2 NI o1 a
October 1940. The was no name or signature and it was not addressed to anyone in particular; but
a2YS2yS KIR gNRGGSY Ay NBRY W/ 2f | W W2Ky A2y gK?2
unknown initial was apended.

Almost four and a half months later the same gentleman again sent an unaddressed report to
W3 2 Y S 2DfEnaeHédadquarters. In this report (more of a friendly letter) he said he had perfected
the spring feed device, and trials at Tenby, SoutHég/dasted three days against towed and aerial

0 I NBafdhéitine We had 21 shdiursts in the air round a target doing 200 mph. Representatives of
the War Office and Ministry of Supply a@dmmandanf the School of Gunnery were present. We

had 100per cent success.

2 Ayaiz2y [/ KdNOKAtE 2NRSNBR | pn LISNI OSyid AYyONBI &°¢
unless the maodifications were adopted at once. Wheels began to move. How soon could guns be
produced by the Royal Ordnance Factohyr€hill asked. He was told only when someone in authority
said Go He ordered a go ahead at once. One hundred and twenty three parts have been eliminated
and the gun s now being spoken of as the Johnson gun, but officially the Bofors Mk 2. There will
probablybeasavingdp nn nnn 2y 2NRSNE y2¢ 2y KIFIYyR®Q

Awide variety of sights were employed at different times from the first widedgdWPolish Course and

{ LIS SR c{difficalKtd @anufacture and demanded a high state of proficieqap the Foward

Area Sight which replaced it in 1940. In 1943, the foresights were replaced by cartwheel sights with
three rings for airoff at target speeds of 100, 200 and 300 mjhin.1944 one of the very many

involved variants (including naval and gplopelled ¥ NA I yG&a0 ¢l & GKS kefi NP R dz
{ G A OBight, Edvectional MA The sight was evolved at lmht Anti-Aircraft training camp at

5 The Guns 193945, p. 85.
7 SANDF Archives, CGS, Box 10, file CGS 3/8, Vol.1, enc. 30.
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Stookey on the Norfolk coast of Britainrhence, by some curious interpretatiorStiffkey® The L/60
Bofors with arate of fire of 120 rpm, fired a standard HE shell weighinig.22With an MV of 2700
ft/sec the maximumattainable ceiling was about 5800 fet although theeffectiveceiling was ®00
feet. The maximum horizontal range was 800 ydsThe L/70version, introduced in the 1950s, fired a
slightly heavier shelhada higher muzzle velocitgouble the rate of fire and aaffectiveceiling of 11
500 ft.It had a power unit to provide electroydraulic elevating and traversing of the gtin.

Therewere about eighteen variants of the garfrom Mk Ito Mk 12/I; Autoloaders Type A to Type E;
Mountings M1 to Mk 10; seven different platforms and six changes in carriage. There was also a self
propelled versionthe Barrier, Morris 40mm AA MKJYla 3ton Morriss=Commercial truckchassis with

the Mk 5 mounting secured to the cargo Hezhd a Bofors mounteds‘€rusader || AA Tank MKIhe

Bofors variants almost equalled those of thén8h 20 cwtAnti-Aircraft gun but were nowhere near

to the 215 diferent combinations of charge and shell for the latter gtin

Boththe 3ZA Y OK | YR GKS . 2F2NA 6 SNBE Ay OfrdeRi&apostiwar { 2 dzii K
years

Flgure21 40mm Bofors gun towed R

8  British and American Artillery of World War Twpp.97100.
% lbid.

10 TwentiethCentury Artillery, pp. 109,110.

11 bid., p.106.
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CHAPTERHIRTEEN

THE WESTERN DESERT

When Xt Anti-Aircraft Brigade arrived in Egypt in May 19#.vas understrengthand requiredthree

officers and 468 other rank® take it up to full establishmentA new war establishment table for a
heavyAnti-Aircraft Regimenton a diluted basiswas then being prepared in the Union and it included

39 officers, 577 white and 517 Cape Corps personnel. The actual number of white personnel on this
basis was in excess of requirements. Defence Headquarters promised to send the regueel of

Cape Corps men as soon as possible.

TheBrigadehad been sent to East Africa in April 1940 as a héaiyAircraft Brigadebased on three
Batterieseach of eight 3./inch guns and on&earchlighBattery of eighteenlights ¢ although it had

fought in East Africa wittonly one heavyBattery and six lights In highlighting the temporary
equipment with which theBrigadehad fought the East African campajdieutenant Cobnel Jeffrey

raised the question of théssue ofequipment and stated it wasow felt the unit should be properly
equipped.The request did not receive the attention the unit commander had hoped for.

It was a crucial period in the war for possession of North Africa. The Italian Tenth Army had been
destroyed in an operation led by I 2 2 NJ D Sy S Nwhich haddbeguy 362 Ndid to push the
Italians backrom their comfortable series of camps in the Sidi Barrani area, across the frontier wire
andback intoLibya. Operation Compasggs so successful thaténded in early February941 when

the remnants of ten whole Italiaivisiors surrendered to less than onfantry Division two
Batteriesof Artillery and an understrengttArmour Sqjuadron of Western Desert ForééBut by then

the tanks of Th Armoured Division were in a depldia state andfor urgent maintenance reasons

the whole Divisionwas transferredback to the DeltaThey were replaced by the newly arrivedd?
Armoured BrigadeTroops had also been withdrawn to assist the Greek Amijch had bested the
Italiansforcesthat on 28 October 1940 hadttempted to invade Greece Hitler sent in XXX Corps of
the German Twelfth Army and by 21 April the Greek Ahnany been overcomeBritish units sent from
North Africa to assist were hastily evacuated to Crathere, despite agood beginningthey were
eventuallyoverwhelmed by German paratroopersho dropped on the island at dawn on 20 May

Rommel to the Rescue

GeneralleutenanErwin Rommeivas sent to rescue the situatiomm North Africaand hewasted no

time, makinghis mose on 31 MarchBy 4 April Benghasi was in his hands, Derna fell tothikight
Division(later named 2%t Panzer Divisiorand on 11 April he was knocking on the door of Tobruk,
then held by an AustraliaBrigadeg a haven into which the retreating artisordered British forces
O2yaANBIIGSRd LY (KS akKlFIYofSa 2F GKS NBGONBIFG DSyS
Rommel attacked Tobruk on 12 April but ran into a barrage of heavy and concengetkety fire

that it persuadedhimto bide his time until he hdhmore forces at his disposdlobruk was strategically
dominant throughout the North African campaign, both as a supply port and as a block on the routes
east and west across the desédrte moved on to Bardia and Sollum and reached there the same day.
Hewas inside the frontier wire of Egypy May.

1 Chronological Alas of World War Two, p. 38.
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THE WESTERN DESERT
Figure 22: Map of the Western Desert

1st Anti-Aircraft Brigade

At 3.00 amon 4 Maythe main body of &t Anti-Aircraft Brigade reached Amariysome 15 miles
southwest of Alexandriawhere hot food was provided by an Australian unit who also supplied
vehicles for their move to the camp. Everyone slept in the open. Tents were provided in the morning.
That day Major General.E Brink opened the headquarters o$tISA Infantry Divisiof\V) at Amariya.

The Divisio2 @mblem painted on all vehicles was the Blue Wildebegstn antelope noted for its
speed and tenacityVehicles were generally covered in dust @d @A a A 2oyil@ dot usudllybg

seen.

Four days earlier General ErwRommel had launcheget another attack on Tobruk; but the
Australians then iffull possession of the sgzort had counterattacked and by 4 May thafrika Korps
had been repulsedalthough they retained the high ground at Medawarthe Tobruk perimeter

Meanwhile at Beni Yusgfo which2 and 4 Sectionef 1st Anti-Aircraft Batteryhad been moved, re
equipment went ahead while at Port Saidunloading of theBrigade&® equipnent continued.As
transport came off the ship the vehicles were loaded with stpeasept that themore delicate and
important items ¢ including predictors and height finders were loaded into specialehicles
Unloading was completed by 6.30 pm on 7 May and in the early morning of 9 May two convoys left
the port. Only an hour into the journey they were halted for a short whjlbecause of air raid
damage The move of guns, stores and equipmenincluding those at Beni Yusefand their re
distribution to Batteriesand sections continued over for the next two days. Only two beariats d
were found badly damaged but they were fortunately replaced by the Ordnance Depot.

Operation Order
The first operation order was received &8 May1941

1st Anti-Aircraft Battenf) stores and guns were loaded onto a train and Bagtery, with No.4 Section
of 2nd Battery, left for the port of Mersa Matruhon 13 May, whereMajor GW. Meister was
appointed AADC Mersa Matruh. He took command of the Gun Operations Roamd assumed
command of allAnti-Aircraft defencesin the immediate area.2nd Anti-Aircraft Battery were
meanwhile checking equipment and awaiting ordemshile 3rd Anti-Aircraft Battery cleaned
equipment. All the 76 mm Iltalian guns captured at Kismayu were handed to Ordnance 3tores.
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ndzYo SNJ 2F 2dzyA2NJ 2FTFAOS NBntiAiIngr&t Sehooh 1@ Zuality SadlBoford S y (i
Instructors Training of allAnti-Aircraftinstructors for the two South AfricaAnti-Aircraft units in the

Middle East was undertaken at this school. It was a Royal Artillery institution and was based at Haifa.
After arrival from East Africa both 1 and 2 Light A&itcraft Regiments sent between 30 and 40 junior
officers and senior NCOs to the School on courses for conversion to 40 mm/Aufakicraftguns.

Figure23: Asubsection i n training on their newly issued

On 15 MayLieutenant Colonel Je#y moved his headquarterstogether with the Signal and
Workshop Troopsto Qasaba, soutleast of Mersa Matruhthe SearchlightBattery joined Ist Anti-
Aircraft Batteryat Matruh, all gun and searchlight personnel being accommodated in the Lido. Hotel
was to be no sinecurenothing like East Africa had beeBixteen bombs were dropped around the
railway station on the first night they were therg&he railway line was damageahd there was more
bombing a night later. By 16 MaMo. 1 and 3 Sections took over the positidrmsn 25h Anti-Aircraft
Battery, RA, and the next d&yo. 1 Sectiorof 3rd Anti-Aircraft Battery was manning nine twibewis
gun posts at Fuka landing gralirPossibly not quite ready to identify German aircraft, one flew over
Mersa Matruh on 16 May and was considered friengiyntil it dropped its bombs. A number of other
aircraft overflew the town but none were identified

For the balance of the montthere was little air activity, apart from obvious reconnaissance flights at
high altitude, and the passage overhead of groups of enemy aictafnty-seven in one group were
counted on 18 MayThat day aother post was establishedby No. 1 Sectioof 2nd Anti-Aircraft
Batteryat Fuka satellite landing grournwhere theyalsomanned nine win-Lewis gunsVisibility that

day waspoor, with lowlying heavy cloudbut an estimated ten enemy aircraft were heard overhead

and bombs were heard to drop some distenaway.The balance of 8d Anti-Aircraft Battery ¢ two
sections- arrived on 18 MayA section with nine LMGs was posted to Bagush satellite landing ground
on 18 May and four twin and twelve single MGs was sent to Sidi Haneish railway station five days
later. Continued air activity hastened their preparations for action.

2 SANDF Archives. War Diaries, Box 74, file Al.
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Four days later No. 3 Section ad®Battery manned foutwin and twelve single Lewis LMGs at Sidi
Haneish. A sandstorm interrupted activity over the next two d&gslty recognitiondd to a Heikel llI

flying undisturbed overhead at Matruh on 26 May. On that day No. 4 Seofi@nd Battery was
disbanded and personnel were transferred to the remaining three sectidinstaft recognition was

still a problemand remained so foalmostthe entire desert campaign. No trainingthe recognition

W2 F 2 dzNJ eddny airgraltivad év& give@noted MajorGarlick, many years latéNor did they
NEOSABS ye NI AYAyenend@anka ad velicleRaboyitA1 peh2on 8y | Y R
sound locators picked up an aircraft approaching from the east. There was no recognition signal and
the guns opened firg 49 rounds being expended before Jumiam identification systemidentified

the aircraft as friendly.

Lieutenart Cobnel Jefery was appointed CommandeHeavy Ati-Aircraft Defences, Bagush Area
from 1 June and the Gun Operations Room was transferred to Maaten Bagashing into full
operation that day. Hevas responsible for al\nti-Aircraft defences over the whole area Fuka
Garawa andwas in direct communication witthe guns atseven gun siteg an areaspread oved7
miles. Guns includeébur sections each of tw@.7-inch guns from 25 Heawvynti-Aircraft Battery,
Hong Kong and Singapore Regiment, ®# sections eaclof each of two 3.4nch guns andne
section of3-inch 20 cwtsemimobile guns of23 Heavy Batteryalso of theHong Kong and Singapore
Regiment, the8-inch 20cwt guns of Bt Anti-Aircraft Battery, the Italian Bredas captured in East Africa,
and twinLews machineguns

Australian AntiAircraft Brigade Intelligence Summary No. 3 noted that in attacks on the Australian
positions in Tobruktheir Anti-Aircraft guns and predictors had been singled out for attack. This was
noted as a warning for theSuth Afiican Anti-Aircraft gunners The withdrawalof British and
Australian troopgrom Crete began and between 27 and 30 May the Royal Navy lifted off 14 000 men;
but it had a high percentage of losses, losing three cruisers and six destroyers in the proctdss. Fo
Germans, who had dropped 8 500 men on Cr8t&64 had been killed. For them it was a somewhat
pyrrhic victory?

There was noenemy airactivity over Matruh in the first eight days of June, except for seven
unidentified aircraft that oveflew the town on the eighth- the day that No 4 Section oh#@ Anti-
Aircraft Battery departed for Sidi Barrani on airfield defence, taking with them four 13.2 mm Breda
heavy MGsto join No. 4 SectionThe section was attacked d4t30 am the next morning and two
bombs were dropped close tibs position. The Bredas did not open &r the aircraft were too high

But they had fortunatelymissed themost concentratedattack yet experiencedt Matruh whichtook
placelater that morning, the enemy taking advantage ofvitying clouds Sixtybombs were dropped

by eight to ten aircrafin the attackwhich lasted 45 minutesDamage was negligiblest1Battery
engaged with its #nch 20cwt guns at intersections of searchlights and 893 rounds were fi¥ed.
aircraft were iluminated and none apparently damagékhere was no damagan the groundand no
injuries. SevenHekel 11@ again raided Matruh od0 June, dropping 40 bombs which causealy
slight damageA small petrol point was ignitednd a number of mines the surounding minefield
exploded 1st Anti-Aircraft Battery joined in the barrage and fired 174 rounds but no hits were
observed. The aircraft were at about 080 feet 2nd Anti-Aircraft Battery did notopen fire.> No. 1
Section was moved to a new position@irawla airfield and at Sidi Barrani No. 4 Section was placed
on standto from 5.15amto 6.30 am and 8.00 pnot9.30 pm daily, due to the expectation oéir
attacks

Two days later an aircraft was engaged by barrage 74 rounds were fired withut resut. It was out

2F NIy3aS 2F GKS aSINOKtAIKGA YR FFOAGSNBINRa o1 &
A.R.S. and was flying in the wrong direc@h was otherwiseWy 2 NX¥ I £ NRdziAySQ GKI
Haggag, Sidi Barrani and Mersa; but in thereng a singong and band performance was held on the

3 Notes provided by Major N. Garlick.
4 Chronological Atlas, p. 45.
5 SANDF Archives, War Diaries, Box 374, file A3.
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0SFOK YR Fa GKS 41 NJ RAIFNE NOva® Nifha attackssat MisAa NJ DSy
Matruh took place early in the morningnd for the next two days hostile aircraft were overhead

between 3.30¢ 5.17 am Bombs were dropped and aircraft were engaged at the interseatibn
searchlight beams. Similarly the next mornimgpentwo aircraft attacked at a height of 8 20€et and

were engaged by barrage control. Twetityee bombs were droped and 542 rounds were fired.

Aircraft were reported overhead at almost hourly intervaluring the day, but th war diary did

record, however that two of themwere RAF Wellingtons.

At midday a Hurricane coming in to land at Sidi Barrani, where NoctibbS®f 2hd Battery was on
guard,was attackedoy two ME109 and shot down. The airfield and surroundingsrevthenstrafed

by the Messerschnits. ! £ £ 3Jdzyd 2LISYSR FANB FyR WhyS LXFyS 3
NBO2 NRSR (i RBheaRdcks ot MatigHhybdtdbepbs flying at heights up to 16 500 feeere
continuous but at Sidi Barrani ME 1@came in low to strafe the airfield. They also did so with British
Hurricanesthey must haveO I LJi dzZNBER Ay CNJ yOS ® hy %d. Budt@KattagksJt | y S
took place in July and on the first day of that month one RA gun received a directdwvas badly
damaged; luckily there were no personnel casualfiégat evening a lone enemy plane dropped a stick

of fourteen bombs only sixty yard¥ N2 Y Y9a &RSE RitidutNGaSingadamage to
equipment At Mersa MatruhGunner N.D. Stathakiswas killed by a bomb fragmentle was buried

with due ceremony at 2.00 pnthe same dayat the Matruh Military cemeteryHis grave is recorded

as Rowv D Grave No. 1 Plot No The next night following a raid in which a stick of fourteen bombs

was dropped one enemy aircraft was illuminated by the searchlightstaaiteimpted to dive down

the line oflight. Apparently blinded, the pilot got into a verdl dive and crashed into the sé2elieve

it or not, the aircraft was credited to the searchlight.

1st Anti-Aircraft Battery opened fire and expended 88 rounds during an attack on the night of 3 July

when a stick ohine bombs were droppedAn aircraf was later heard flying off the coast after this
engagement Searchlights picked it up and it was seen to be gradually losing height. When at about 1

500 feet theaircraft nosedived into the sea and exploded@wenty minutes latethe Batteryfired 72

rounds at an aircraft later identified as friendly. It was a quiet day at Ras Hawaheawar diary

contains a note to the effect that detachments on the -figh 20 cwt guns found them

Wdzy al GAaATFTFO02NEQ YR LR2aaArof @ tdbeiniha Vidkeds plegictoO O dzNJ
and an R.ASaff Sergeantattached to theBattery traced the trouble to a faulty calculation in the
YIydzFl OGdzNE 2F GKS LINGRKAKOS 2 RXMzY yvé K RCKza NF,G8NR PR
made andtiseemed to stve the problem

¢tKSNBE 6SNB (62 NIARa GKS ySEG RFeé yR (2 SOSNE2
Savoia 79; the second was by nine aircraft. No bombs were dropped on Matruh but a stick of bombs

was dropped 15 miles due eagts wamormal procedure lst Anti-Aircraft Battery fired seven rounds

to indicate the target to own fightersEnemy air activity continuedn succeedingdays this, but

aircraftkept at a respectable height. During most of the rafisti-Aircraftfire was directe either by

barrage control or by firing on intersections of searchlight beaBmnbs were often droppeavell

away from pants where theAnti-Aircraft guns were locatedon one occasion an estimated 520

miles east of MatruhNo planes were brought dowlout many were diverted from their course.

On 6 Julylst Anti-Aircraft Brigade which the war diary showed as 1 (S.A.) A.A. Brigadas placed

Wdzy RSNJ O2 YY I #f RA. Biigade, RIASvicevBiA. At 1 dza G NI £ A | y ° Bodbing . NA 3
continuedalmost daily thirty¢seven bombs were dropped on Matruh between 3.39 am and 11.50 pm

on 8 Julybut new tactics were evident when an enemy aircraft glided in to 700 ft above Sidi Haneish
railway station before 10.0(pm that night and dropped six incendjaand five small HE bombs,

without causing damage or casualties. The AADC Matruh Fortress made an application that day for the

Ibid.
SANDF Archives, War Diaries, Box 374l A3.
Ibid.
Ibid.
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credit of two enemy aircraft shot down by the heawnti-Aircraft Battery. When hostile aircraft

entered the area at 445 amoml Wdzf @ (G KS aSI NOKfAIKGA |G al dNHzK
2yfte o0& +PLPIDP O0xAadzZf LYRAOFG2NI 9ljdALIYSThREa0 Qd ¢
next night one aircraft turned and dived with its engine off after all the others \Wwddrawn and
machinegunned Y2 searchlight position. Garawla landing strip was subject to a ten second attack and

40 incendiaries were dropped. In both instances there were no casualties or damage. From an attack
made nine hours lateg at 3.05 anx it appeared that the searchlights were targeted.

Thefourteenth day of July was a red letter dgyhe first mail from home arrived®

The persistence of high level attacks led to two sections 6fri&f7 guns being brought to the Matruh
area. Early Augustw a period of intensive air attacks with ten separate attempts to penetrate the air
defences on the night of 5/6 August. Attacks continued through the month and Naval House was
damaged by bombs in one attack at the end of AugBstween 28 May and 12 Qutier Matruh
suffered 171 air raids, but after this date enemy aircraft became less active.

ByLighterto Tobruk

Tobruk was under siege at this time and the Australian and British troops were kept supjilied
everything they needed in order to ntnue holding the desert portby sips of the Royal Navy and by

lighters During July 4t SA Division was instructed to providati-Aircraft protection for the lighters

GKFG OF NNASR adG2NBa FTNRY al GNHzK G2 ¢20 Ndiwb 91 OK
twin-Lewis guns. It was a rdraught with dangerand four guns were lost bystAnti-Aircraft Battery

before Western Desert Force (the forerunner of Eighth Army) ruled that the task was to be undertaken

by the Infantry. Onthe evening of28 July Anti-Aircraft LMG detachments fromri2l Anti-Aircraft

Battery provided protection aboard two lighters bound for Tobruk. They were heavily attacked by an
estimated twenty JU 82 and fourteerME |IGR. A great number of bombs were dropped, one striking

the bridge ofone lighter which subsequently sankance Bombardier Brand and two other gunners

one of which drowned when the lighter went downmade heroic efforts and were instrumentaih

alr gAy3a GKS tA0Sa 2F St SOSy YS POnesfie2nkAnRArgai Sy 2y
Batterys detachment was slightly woundedhe second lighter returned safely to Matruh on the
morning of 30 July. That evening two more lighters lefttfar voyage toTobruk, one withpersonnel

from 2nd Anti-Aircraft Batteryand the other with a detachment fromsL Anti-Aircraft Battery, each

providing Anti-Aircraft protection. A further lighter left on 4 August with machikginners from 2d
Anti-Aircraft Battery and yet anothetwo left on the night of 6 August with 2nd Anti-Aircraft Battery

personnel manning LMGs both

The periodic journeyby seabetween Matruh and Tobruk were hazardous. Two lighters witth Anti-
Aircraft Battery men on board left on the night of 10 August. Their journey was uneventful until the
next afternoon when six JU 88s approached at low altitude. Two RAF fighters intervened and shot
down two of the enemy aircraft, the rest making off in a hurry. Four more enemy aircraft appeared at
a geat height that evening but were again driven off by RARtérs. The lighters reached Tobruk
without further incidentat 5.00 am on 12 Augudbut while moving into Tobruk harbowgarly that
morning one of the craftstruck a mine. It was lifted into the air and broke in two. The crew were
thrown into the water one gunner was slightly injurelut all were able to swinthe 250 yardgo
shore. TheAnti-Aircraft personnel wereW | aKA- i Sy Q | ORaielyRomyhahdetal were
evacuated the same night on a destroyer but as the vessel was leaving harbour attaced by
enemy aircraft. Thd dzF ( ¢ | F Tviere perdistenyirStheir attacks which lasted for four long
hours!* A number of bombswere droppedwhile the destroye wasen route to Matruh but the
enemy aircrafffailed to score a hitOn anotherighter, Gunner WH. Bailie was accidentally shdtlen

from 5th SA Infantry Brigade, trained on Hotchkiss guns eventually provided lighter protection until, in
October the Royal Navy took over this dity.

10 The Tide Turned at Alamein, p. 12.
11 War in the Desert, p. 26.
12 1bid.
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1 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment

Steps are being tak, announced the Adjutant General on 20 October 1941, to change the
designation of &t Anti-Aircraft Brigade to readist Light AntiAircraft Regiment (V), South African
Artillery. The AG was somewhat late in this announcemant! also a little incorrecas it had earlier
been decided that numerical titles would lpardinaland notordinal so it was as 1 Light Arircraft
Regiment that it became Regimenton 1 August 194% The newly titled unitwas allotted to t
South African Division arid the first week of September, Brigade Headquarterst, AA Battery and

the Searchlight Battery, left Mersa Matruh and moved to Garawi Camp, close to the South African
base at Helwan, for rerganisationmoved on a new war establishment table (WET) &mdre-
equipping of 1 AntiAircraft Battery with 40nm BoforsAnti-Aircraft gunsdrawn byAtrtillery quadsg
known to theAnti-Aircrafta dzy' y S NB | Ehey Wérd JallBweddt ebend of the month by the
two other Batteries

On 12 October 1 Light Artiircraft Battery (under command of Major Lukas Meyer, with Captain Ross
as hisBattery Captair), now attached to bt SA Infantry Brigadesok overtwelve 40 mm Bofors, four
predictors with generators, and other equipment, from 100 Liginti-Aircraft Battery, RA.,at Port
Suez. Andon 15 October3 LightAnti-Aircraft Battery (Major Bob Batho, with Captain lain Campbell
as Battery Captain drew twelve 40mm Bofors and four predictors with generatpfsom Ordnance
Sores. 2 LightAnti-Aircraft Battery (Major Neil Gdick and Captain Starke &sattery Captain) were
similarly equipped from 21 October 1941. Training oa nliew Mk 1 gunsproceeded simultaneously
with the re-organisation of theRegimentas a lightAnti-Aircraft Regiment

There were about 45 vehicles pBattery and some were newBattery Commandes andBattery
Captairs received Ford/8 staff cars butl on the typical old pattern ofa British country vehiclei.e.,
station wagonsthe bodies reinforcean the outsidewith wood frames They were only twavheel
drive but had fat desert tyresfrequently punctured on the rough desert stonasd, as Major Garlick
describel, S OK KIFR | dzASTFdzZ F2t RAYy 3 ilt.Apdyofd idkelthy K2 S
canvas/woodd f I G & YR Y I @ BoHinglaboyt ighygalbons oflwstdnd sixjerricans of
spare petrol were carriedand Wl your worldly possessiof&iMajor Garlick, who left these details
mentioned tha he alsoK I R I W& (i NJA LikJSrie YithuStie dading, Indigh he esl only
once ¢ against an ME 109 which was strafing tBattery position. Beforeall Battery vehicles had

W Oddazridsddbout mid1942 petrol had been carried in 20 litre square tins which began to leak
badly at the seams as a result of being smaldout in the vehiclesBy midMay 1942 American
containers with screw tops arrivedut were discarded as soon as a vehicle crew obtained the German
container.

Gun tractors werefour-wheel drive Quads¢ the same as the field gunners usedand each

dett OKYSyYyid KIR | WT2ff 26 @S Blodioubvideel dive stdteS Bucké BINE OI
guad carried seven men, eight cases of ammunition (192 rounds) immediate use gun abordsdr

personal belongings. The stores truzdrriedthe restof the detachment balance of the gun stores,

cooking utensilsreserve petrohnd oil (enough for 300 miles was carried at all tigeser and above

full tanks), and water, usually 40 gallons. Between the two vehicles a total of 408 rounds HE and 48
rounds AP were carried. Velds had rurflat tyres to enable them tde driven in an emergency el

American 3on W{ 2 Nddd ®su€d. Cablaying and other vehicles were oktub-nosed 15 cwt
Canadiantrucks with the engine in the driving compartmenEive motor cycles were issued per
Batterybut were not well acceptednd most ofthem were quickly returned to kfsa Matruh.

Most officers were youngwith an average age of 2bajor Hugh McKenzie, who had been a pilot in
the Royal Flying Corps in WoNdar One was possibly considdrat 48, a little too old fordesert
operations He was returned to South Africa in October 1941, where he performed useful duties with
3 AntiAircraft Regiment and the SA Air Force searchlight units.

13 SANDF Achives, Box 60/3, file 0149.
14 Notes by Major N. Garlick.
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A total of 373 Capedps personnebf the first draft from Robben Islangere posted to the unit as
gunners on 25 October and on 31 OctoBeand it was once again ready for operatiovthin a few
weeks a number of these men had been killed or captured at Sidi Rezeghal&heebof the draft was
simply separated from their officers and marched into the NMamopean Army Services camp where
they felt lost among a crowd of others whom they regarded as total strangers. It caused anger and
much dissatisfaction.

Regimental hadquarters and 2 ight Anti-Aircraft Battery moved to the area of Potters rity on
exercises with 4t SAinfantry Division.

High Spirits

Before a final movénto the desertwas made some local leave was gransgal many men of 1 and 3

Light Anti-Aircraft Battery ¢ the only subunits that had received payK I R Wl f I ad FfAy3aQ
Regimental headquarters and 2ght Anti-Aircraft. High spirits resultedhings becoming a little
HecticQand one manwasarrested by a military policeman. Hisefnids tried to rescue hirand tackled

the policeman who immediately called for reinforcemertsKk S NB & | & asdescribedzyih8 G Q 6
war diary; and it was also saithe battle was drected by an unnamed NCitbm a house balcony
abovethe barwhileat® S &l YS GAYS KS KI R Kresultet iNabouth@dfiyeR | I A
other ranks being incarcerated by the military polideough they won the battl¢hey themselvedid

not fare too well in subduing the higépirited men'® Preparations werdeing made to move out of

Helwan andMajor Werner Meister was calledo go intothe heat, noise, filth and babblef Cairq to

bail them out. They were releasedomewhat reluctantlyc on the promise that disciplinary action

would be taken against thenit was understood by all ranks that the Cairo military police were not
consideredveryfriendlytowards South African gunneadter that incident.

It was just as welRegimental Hedguarters and 2 Light Anfircraft Battery had not been paidhe

battle cauld have been worséWith the Battery at this stage there were two guBergeans, former
Permanent Force men, both large men, both bearing the names Petrus Johannes van der Merwe. It
was a somewhat unusual situationbut easily solved: One becangergeantPiet and the other
Sergeant Johant.

TheRegimentvas now ready for desert warfare

Operation Brevitywas launchedy Western Desert Forag dawn on 15 May to clear Halfayaush to
Sollum and drive towards Bardidt failed to achievéts objectives.

Operation Battleaxebegan on 15 June in an effort to take both ends aff&yaPass, to attack Fort
Capuzzo and another known defensive position at Hafid Ridge. But for the first tindertiour met
the remarkableGerman88 mmFl& gun as arAnti-Tankweapon. By the end of the first day of battle
the BritishArmourhad been reduced by 50 per cent. Although the@%uards Brigade captured Fort
Capuzzo and held it for two days againsthiBanzer Divisigrthere was insufficienArmourto protect
the survving British and Indiamfantry, who had to withdraw or be captured. Battleaxe was a failure.

Tobruk

By October 1941 Tobruk had been under siege for six months. Some 23 000 men held the port. Life
was tough for the Australian and Indiarfantrymenon the perimeter, but the gunnerg especially

those around the harbour were bombed and shelled almost daily. Ships that visited Tobruk took in
stores and carried out mewand by this time nearly 40 004 total had been evacuated and replaced

by 30 000; whé 30 000 tons of stores had been delivered. A whole flotilla of small ¢tafhters,

South African whalers and ltalian schoonersvere used. But it was at some cost. Thiftyr

15 History of AA Organisation UDF 1940 1944, p69.
16 Notes by Major N. Géick.
17 Notes by Major N. Garlick.
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warships and merchantmen had been sunk and tHintee damaged. Tobruk hlaour was littered
with wrecks. And, by October most Australian troops had beghdrawn on the insistence of the
Australian Government. They were replaced by the Britisth 7Division and the 4t Polish
Carpathian Brigaderhich were moved imuring AugugSeptember.

2 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment

2nd Anti-Aircraft Brigade arrived in Egypt from East Africa2o8eptember under the command of
Lieutenant Colonel .T Howiewho, according to onef his junior officersalways looked the perfect
Guardsman fficer, a methodical officer,and fearless for his own safef§ He had superseded
Lieutenant Colonel Kruger in East Afrida the following weekSBattery by Battery, a secondSouth
African lght Anti-Aircraft Regimentwas born. Re-designated in Septemipel941, 2nd Anti-Aircraft
Brigade Suth African Artillery was reorganisedand on 1 August 1941 officiallyit became:2 Light
Anti-Aircraft Regiment (V), South Africémtillery. Consequent upon the reorganisatitimee awkward
situationregarding the colared gunners left by Light AntiAircraft Regimentat Helwan was happily
resolved. They werall taken on strength.

The Brigadefirst assembledduring the period 3 to 15 Septembet Amariya, near Alexandria,
sufficiently close for daily leavgy smallpartiesto that fascinating citybut only two weeks later the

unit was again splitConversion to 40 mm guns took place over several weeks due to immediate lack
of equipment The @&h Battery remained at Amariya, later to be moved to Helwan where it was re
equipped with 40mm BoforsMk Ilguns and predictors, while the rest of thegimenimoved west to
Smugglers Cove near Mersa Matraim, 22 Septembewhere it became involved in manoeuvrés

the rest of the month. Troops in turn were attached to otheritanin training schemes and
deployments in the Matruh area, admixed with operational dirtythe harbour of Mersa Matruh,
troops taking undertaking this task in turns. TiWwmops of 4 Light AntAircraft Battery wat to Sofafi

to provideAnti-Aircraftdefence to a forward depot.

Matruh was a hot spot, it suffered 171 air raids between 28 May and 12 Octolzard a former
[dzFGol FFS LIAE20 Ay | 0221 o6NRGGSY Ay DSN¥YlIye Ay
who, using captured weapons witts2 R G KS YA3IKG 2F (GKS [dF sl FFSQ
/I 2YYFYR (G2 FolyR2y GKSANI F2NX 2F G0l 01 WoKAOK
g1 NDPQ ¢KS ydzYoSNI 2F FGidFO1a fSaa&sfobdrateivithih8 NJ mH
statement bythe German pilot?

Conversion to 40 mm equipment took place over several weeks due to the immediate lack of Bofors
guns.On 12 October theBrigadetook on charge twelve 40nm BoforsMk I, four predictors,
generators and other necessary equipmeaimd three days laterr8 Anti-Aircraft Battery(still using its

old title) drew twelve Bofors, four predictors and other equipmetLightAnti-Aircraft Battery moved

from Amariya to Garawi Camplelwan to continue training and #equipping with 40 mm &fors and
Predictors 2nd Light Anti-Aircraft Battery was similarly equipped on 21 Octobéth AntiAircraft
Battery, under Major Louis Wolf, arrived at Garawi Camp from Eritrea on 19 November and was
FfY2ad AYYSRAIFIGSt&@ RAGOLGHMRERZII WOHANENR YR NS AS HINE
Light Anti-Aircraft Battery. Training on the new equipmetfor all Batteriesproceeded simultaneously

with reorganisation asub-units ofa light Anti-Aircraft Regiment Re-organisation began with sections

beO 2 Y ATyodm. @

By October 1941, Westn Desert Forcdnad beenre-designated XIIl Corpand by 21 October XXX
Corps had been formed and began to functidhled to the creation of Eighth Armiy from 2
September 1941.

18 bid.
19 Springbok, magazine of the SA Legion, January 1974,
20 History of the Second World WarThe Mediterranean and Middle East, Volume IlI, pp. 1.2.
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Another 300 men left Robben Islard swell the numbers of Cape Corps men in 2 Light-Aintiraft
Regiment in time for the battle of Bardia, which began on 31 December 1941. The 732 Cape Corps
gunners who served in these two units saw real action againstLtifavaffe and these carefully
selected men proved their ability and courage many times over during succeeding months in the
Western Desert campaigii,not only in the capacities shown in official personnel tables but also as
Lewis gunners, in Bofors detachments and even in manning mh&88mmHak guns’? the 88 mm
Anti-Aircraftguns that the Germans used so successfullkrasTankguns.

In November6 Light AntiAircraft Battery (V), South African Artillepyas it had become& moved into

the forward area arriving at Matruh on 20 November 1941and alsodeployedat Smugglers Cove.

They were greeted by the heaviest air attack yet made and expefigncehe Regiment The enemy

aircraft developed their attack at 6.30 pm and used flares to light up the target area. 4 and 5 LAA
Batteries fired a barrage over the harbour with the 20 mm and 12.7 mm Breda weapons they had
ONRdzZZKG FNRBY 9 aiLight ANRAICraftBattdty Was hdv@l 2oLDaba T take over

from 4 Light AntiAircraftBattery, where it was to protect a forwalRdzY L)z g KAf S W. Q ¢ NP 2
Battery2 OO dzLJA SR | RSTFSyaAa@dS LkRaabGAz2y 4G {AYAEETIlF NI
al 0NHzK KI NbB2dzNJ I NBI @ lhight Antiiircoas abSaliaonerilin détioR agdiné®az LI
Heikel 111 which a#impted a low level bombing run. Several hits were sdamed the aircraft was

driven off. Bombardier F.C. Scrimgeour was badly wounded in the attack and died on 2 December
19412

Once6 Light AntiAircraft Battery moved into the desert, the opportunityas taken to transfer &£ight
Anti-Aircraft Battery back to Helwan for requipping ord0 mm Bofors and predictorgraining on this
equipmentbegan immediately it was issue8 Light AntiAircraft Battery remained in the Matruh area

with their Bredas and-MGs, but they were relieved with occasional trips to the front with small
parties which included AFV escorts for BrigadieH® Poole, commandingrzl SA Infantry Brigade.

On 5 DecembermRegimental Headquarters, accompanied by 5 andgbtlAnti-Aircraft Batteries left

Matruh for Sidi Omar, arriving there the neday to takedzLd LR &AGA 2y a4 BR¥O@KS RS
Troopof 5 light Anti-Aircraft Battery remained there only until the next morning before moving with

the 2IC of theRegiment Major N.C. Wesls, to provideAnti-Aircraft defence at the Gambut airfield.

In consequence of the forthcoming move into the desert orders were received to return all predictors

G2 aSal al GNHK?*WF2N] 4l FS Odzali2Reé dQ

The first action of any note in the field was fougit 10 December 1941 in a dust storm, with
consequent poor visibility I Ay ad W yyQa Tt é AP HoopdohtiktfodmeK A 3 K @
7th Anti-Aircraft Battery ¢ joined 6 light Anti-Aircraft Battery, and on the sameday the balance of 5

Light Anti-Aircraft Battery, except for B Echelon, moved from Sidi Omar to Bir Hafitghb Anti-

Aircraft Battery moved on 22 December from Gambut to Menastitonsequence of the forthcoming

move into the desert orders were received to returnkdirosenpredictors to Mersa Matruh for safe
custody.

ANew GOC

As a resultof the two failed operations Generd&ir ArchibaldWavellwas replaced byGeneralSir
ClaudeAuchinleckas GOCMiddle East Command, with the newly formed Eighth Army urtter
command ofLieutenant General Sir Alan Cunningham. The force at his disposal consisted of three
Divisiors of Infantry ¢ the New Zealand, # Indian and %t South Africang a Guards Brigade ttY
Armoured Division, #h Armoured Brigade andst Army Tank Brigade

1 light Anti-Aircraft Battery was attached tosl SA Infantry Brigade, andithin the formationthe
three Troops were posted to the thre®atteriesof 7 Field Regiment; 2 Light Ad#tircraft Battery was
with DivisiontroopsE W5 Q ¢NRB2L) gA MBS ADAG ACNE KIFI RAj @K NBSDTA & .

21 Militaria, 24/2, 1994.

22 SouthAfrica at War pp 122,123.

2 InMemorium-Magazi ne of Rondeboschboysd6 High School, p.
24 Notes by Major N. Garlick.
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Troop with 7 Medium Battery, RAl 62 3Jdzya ¢SNB | GdF OKSR G2 SIOK 2-
Rifles, %t Transvaal Scottish and Royal Natal Carbingatgght Anti-Aircraft Battery was on a training
exercisewith 5th SA Infantry Brigad&fom 6 to 17 November 194 Fior to the attack on Libyawith

one Troopeachwasattached to 2nd Regiment Bothard3Transvaal Scottish andtiSA IrishTwenty-

five yearold Major. Garlick wasfor a short while,appointed acting commanding officer from 23
November 1941.

Figure 24: A typical desert dust storm

Advance into Libya

Ly GKS Ank-Araraft/REgym@ni a fourth Battery was formedunder Captain ©. Stark¢
Battery Captainof 2 Light Anti-Aircraft Battery - by withdrawingtwo guns from each of the three
normaly - twelve-gun Batteries It wasgiven the special mission of guarditige advanced landing
grounds which were tobe used by fighter aircraftduring the operation.The rew Troops were
RSaA3ayl (SR .THe gns wele inposltiof Ry 1% KoQember

OperationCrusader

Operation Crusadewas launched on 18 November 194hetnewly formed Elgh Army, with two
Corpsg XIlIl and XXX Corpsrossed the frontieearlythat morningafter two days of astonishing rain
which had reduced large parts of the desert to bdige operation wasaimed at the relief of Tobryk
followed bythe occupation of Cyrenic&lll Corps drove north to isolate the garrisons between Sidi
Omar andthe coast, while the more mobile XXX Corps on their left drove neett, irst to Gabr
Saleh and theno Bir el Gubi and Tobruk. Tigeneral role othe South African Division was tover

the west and soutiwestem flanks of Th Armoured DivisionBy evening advance forces had reached
Sidi Rezeg; two South Afain Brigades were deployed south of Bir el Gubihile New Zealand and
Indiantroops had blocked off accesstiwe frontier positions®

In the confusion of fighting in the hecfiitst ten days 61st{ ! 5A JAaA 2y Q& LI NI A OA LJ
advance into Libya some of the records of light Anti-Aircraft Regiment were lost. But, piecing
together the statements of officers and men from the variou®ors it became obvious that the
Bofors gave aluable protection todivisional units against loflying enemy aircraft. Several were

25 Chronological Atlas of World War Two, p. 59.
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claimed as shot down or damaged. The Bofors were also frequently engagednti-diankrole and
claimed to have disabled or damaged a number of enemy tanks or armwahédes.

First Blood

First blood for theAnti-Aircraftguns was drawn by light Anti-Aircraft Battery when six G 50 enemy

WLI I ySa | LIJSI NBR I'BfidddeANBUHzy Ry a1 N DERBSYBESNI mpnmd
immediately, scoringtwo hitsandgrid Ay 3 2y S SySye LI I yS R26y Ay TFftl
fl dyOKSR | y2 3G KSNJ I G knGdged| NS Rits wekehobseniethe' Earret® dhe ¢ NP2 2 LJ
gun was damaged by a prematudetonationt Y R { SNESFyid t2G3ASG§SNDa 3Idzy
during the attackDive bombing attackby fifteen dive bomberg y (1 KS W. QtSAIGENSYE 2y 2 F
Brigade were made the next day. No spedfitti-Aircraft defence had been arranged for this area

and much damage resulted from the attatkit one Stuka wa hit by fire from the BoforsTwo of the
FAIKGSNI Sa02Nl G2 GKS {dGdzilasz ¢KSy Ffeay3a t2¢ 2
guns, and it resulted in one ME 109 and an ME 110 being destréjesimore dive bombers were

destroyed when forty2 ¥ G KSA&S | ANDONI T4 | G Gth 16An8yRBrigadéZindie R A S NJ !
early afternoon; and later another one was destroyed over his headquarters.

In an early attack on 22 Novembat Bir el Gub{ SNASI yi 5®hd 2AffAlIYaAaQ .27
aircraft which turned away in apparent difficulti&sAnd in mid-morning another divebombing

attack was made on thBNA 3+ RSQa W. Q 90KSf2yd ¢KS SOKSt2y aia
took part in this attack. They were protected by fighter as@nd once more theechelon incurred

damage. The attack was eventually broken up by the arrivalligfd fighters. As a result of these two
FGdrOola W Q ¢NR2LI gHclielorLat 9.30 fnRthah ddy. BudrglhJatdldhighernfoveW . Q
on 22 Novembr oneof the 3ton GS cargo vehiclesirrying alll light Anti-AircraftBatteryQ a & LJ- NB & X
became detached and was not seen agdirwas manned by one white and three coloured gunners

andwas presumed to have been captured by the enemy.

5th SA Infantry Bigade

Rommel, still intent on upon his plans to break into Tobrekused to take into account reports of
large British forces to his south. Thém a worldwide news bulletirat 9.00 pm on 19 Novembgthe

British BroadcastingCorporationannounced tlat a powerfulArmourforce was advancing victoriously
towards Tobruk. The scales fell frdPmmel@ eyes; he turned his attention swiftly to destroying yet
another British assault. He severely depleted the tank strengthtoddmoured Brigade. Fifty tanks

of the th Hussars barred his way, but not for loraj twenty Crusaders and all but ten of their thirty

old cruiser tanks became scrap metal. By the evening of 22 November the weight of the German
Armour had crushed the last resistance and Sidi Rezdgldiwas in their hand¥w2 YY St Q& LINB &
was now the t SA Infantry Brigade, which stood in his path. With Bregadewas 3 Light Ant
Aircraft Battery

Of the ten guns available to thBattery- 1 62 KIR 0SSy (NI y4hfEamNBER (2
nominaed for airfield defence three wereallocated to the threelnfantry Battaliors, with one as

token defence for Brigade hdguarters There was no enemy air activity except for daily
reconnaissance flights at high altitude until 21 Novembdren 8h SA Ifantry Brigade was attacked

byaR21 Sy whleitwasdhdhemove. 2 Y0 4 HSNBE RNRLIISR 2y W. Q 90K
machinegunned. All the Bofors opened fire and the enemy aitcpabmptly broke off the attack.

Hits were claimed bumhot confirmed. TheBatterydid not suffer casualties antiere wasno damage

G2 SldALYSYyGod ¢KI G | FdSNyhemyyGs0dinerat. TheNda day was2 i R2
somewhat different. Some forty or fifty dive bombers attacked Bréggadewhile it was stationary

and later, another attackwas made on the left flank of th&rigade group. The Bofors fired

WHA 32 NP dza t & Qairtraft owr@dahdihisedisteedodoihers. Two of the latter made off

with smokepouringfrom them. That Saturday afternoon the lergun at Brigade headquarters shot

down one ME 110. The pilot was made prisoner.

26 Intelligence Summary dated 22.11.1941, with papers given to a author byGéajizk.
27 Chronological Atlas of World War Two, p. 59
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As aStaff Officer Records

A staff officer of 1s6A Infantry i¥ision who was spending a few days with #ie Forceseemed to

have a sad knowledge ahatters concerningAnti-Aircraft guns Guns wereprobably guarding the

landing ground from which South African aircraft were operatingrdderdedan incident (no date is

given)that seems to have occurred in the last weeks of 198X IM¥ flew over and was chased by

the fighters who failed to make contacthe ack ack who had fired a few rounds were inclined to claim
something because someone had seen a half moon shaped object in the S.W. sky and thought it might

be a parachuteThe better opinion was that it was a half moéhlo one could surely have mistaken a

Y22y F2NJ I LI N} OKdziS dzytf Saa (GKS 3TFdzyySNE 6 SNB ( NE

Sunday of the Dead

The next day, Sunday, 23 Novembegs Totensonntg ¢ The Day of the Deadin Germany The

Afrika Kepsfought another battle of annihilatiothat day- and this time its prey was thetts South

African Infantry Brigade, é@ered just east of Bir el Gubiear thewhite-paintedtomb at SidRezed.

The enemy maintained a very heaAstillery fire throughaut the morning before thdattery Captain
Captainlain Campbell, reported that four German tanks had penetrafe¢ 1 2 W. Q 9RAKSft 2y Q
number of vehicles had promptly moved away towamggade headquarters. One tank came
alongside one of th@atteryvehicles and a member to the tank crew stood in the hatch and fired his
revolver. The Bofors gunner shot the German and the tank moved awaBrigaslewas still under

Artillery fire but up to this stage 3idght Anti-Aircraft Battery had not suffered anlpsses in men or
equipment.At about 2.30 pmPanzer Regiment 8 dfsth Panzer Divisigrand Panzer Regiment 5 of

21st PanzerDivision supported by Rifle Regiments 115 and 200 fronth9dght Division and 1b

Panzer Division respectivelgygmented by tk lighter Armour of the Ariete Division, fell upon the

South AfricarBrigadefrom different directions,; Y R ¢ KIF i WXF2fft 26SR g6l a 2yS
the AfrkaKorpgs & S@SRI (2 FAIKIQO

TheBatteryCommandeaat this time was aBrigadeheadquarers, collected his small party and in the
general melee with German tanks milling around, managed to slip away. The Bofors guns not
immediately overrunfired in an Anti-Tank role. At the beginning of the day each gun had
approximately 55 rounds of armouymiecing and 300 rounds of HBwing to their high rate of fire
there could not have been mhainexpended ammunition to falto enemy handslt is not possible

to know how many enemy tanks were damaged or destrdygthe Anti-Tankguns or the Boforshut
theonlygunthaS YSNA SR FNRY ,l&irhed seveh as@®siowrd | G Gt S

Reportsof the events of 23 November wemllectedr (i W. Qby @aptKi$SIairGampbeBattery

Captain for inclusion in the war diarybut when it was overrun these reas were lost. The whole of

Y. Q 90KSt2y o0SOFIYS Ol adzl t GASa I ighRAntBARcraR.A IRG WPNE @ & R
fortunes on that day has been built up from the statements af/Buors.

By dark it was all over. THerigadehad ceasedd exist. To the Germanswho that day suffered
equallyas badlit wasreally wasTotensonntagthe Sunday of the DeatRommel is reported to have
admitted to asuniving mamber of the SA lIrislthat while their casualties were bathjs casualties
were doube those of Bh SA Infantry Brigad®.

YYQ ¢NRB2Z2LI

The TroopCommandeE WY Q ¢ NP 2 BIRuirk, was dble$oyfepefition thErooa | O A2y a .
support of the SA Irish, which was on the left flank of Bregadegroup that day. He confirmed that

they were under intermittent gun and tank fire from 9.00 glout was under the impression that the

tank attacks on his front were being successfully h&ld reasorbeingthat shelling ceased for up to

half an hour at a time, only to be renewed from afeliént direction About midday the support

Companyof the Irish moved to reinforce il Regiment Botha and th&€ompanyCommander

28 The Tide Turned at Alamein, p. 49.
29 Chronological Atlas of World War Two, p. 59.
30 Clear the Way, p. 288.
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informed Lieutenant Quirk that a tank attack was likely to develop from the rearAfbid ankguns
moved into action positiogand theAnti-Aircraftgunswere re-positioned into line with them.

The Infantry moved towards a nighbouring ridge with their mortars and machigens with the

intention of digging in against the threatened tank attack; but they had scarcely reacheittjee

when the tarks broke through. The Bofors immediately opened fire. Lieutenant Quirk was then at the

left hand gun with Sergeant McWilliams. The algader had HE and #se roundswere fired off;

three rounds of ARollowed but the gun then receivea direct hit. The layer, GunnerLSchroeder

was blown off his seat, Sergeant McWilliams was severely wounded and Gunner Barnes was
g2dzy RSR Ay (KS FSSid DdzyySNJ aOLyi(ieNB G221 Lkaid
gun could not be travesed. The detachment was ordered to take cover.

Lieutenant Quirk, assisted by Gunner Odgers, aptexh to move Gunner Schoeder to a slit trench
but the wounded man received another direct hit ainel ded soon after the slit trench was reached.
Sergeant McWiam was assisted to an ambulanead an attempt was made to take the gun out of
action The damage to the gear, however, made this impossible. It was abandoned and the
detachment was ordered to the tractor. The Troop Commander went to the nextcgunder
command of Sergeant Le Clus, which by this time had run shé®Paind was firing bursts of HE at
point blank range. BotlAnti-Tankguns were out of action and the third Boforahich had been
engaging enemy tanks, had disappeared. A large humbesindsthad by then passed through the
Troopposition and thelieutenantconsidered it futileto continuethe action with only one gun firing
HEand he ordered a cease fire. Gunner Odgers later reported that he saw that the barrel of the third
gun appeared tdvave been blown off and was under the impression that the detachment were trying
to replace it with the spare when a second shell hit them and the whole gun and detachment were
blown into the air.

¢KS ad2NDAG2NE 2F WYQ ¢ NiothdrveBides 3h8 & firstdight théirieday a Y f
reached the vicinity of Sidi Omar where they were able to contittradian Division. From there the

NBYVY | vy &roop & oné offiRer, 2 other ranks and20 Cape Corps members reached

Madaleina.

Lieutenant Quirk reported:
¢ KNRdZAK2dzi GKS FFOGA2y GKS O2yRdzOG 2F GKS b/ h
to mention Gunner Ramages (Cape Corps) who, throughout the engagement, without being
ordered to do so, was engaged in clipping ammunition. @uNvieedy assisted greatly after
the gun was out of action in attending to the wounded and in applying field dres&@ogs
Sgt Le Clus and Bdr Wilmot were a faxample to their men by their calmness and quick
grasp of the situatiori!

Sergeant Le Clitated that when tanks appeared in their rear, moving in two directions, it was not
known whether they were hostile. Ammunition was nevertheless prepared and when they were
known to be German, fire was opened and at least seven tanks were stopped. Thogdlkg after

the AP had been expendedvere seen to burst into flame¥.

al22NJ . 20 . | GArergitBattery Ipstni guns SidfiiR&zegwo of which were known
to have been destroyed and it is likely that several others were damagkdebleeing overrun The
one gun that was savedwas from the Troop under Lieutenant Quirk Two guns of thelroop of 4
Light AntiAircraft Battery on defence of aanding fieldclose to the actionyere saved and of that
group, one officer 23 other ranksd three Cape Corps gunnessrvived A number of menincluding
Major Bathg who was badly shakeand two of the guns protecting 8 Field BattdiyHA) and one

31 History of AA Organisation UDF 1928944, p. 77.
32 1bid.,
33 Notes provided by Major N. Garlick.
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gun of theTroopunder Lieutenant Quirknanaged to escape the debacle; a numbethaf Cape Ops
men recently postedo the Batterywere among those lost that day.

Losses

All in all, as at 30 November 194fiwas reported that3 Light Anti-Aircraft Battery had lost 209 all
ranks but this figure was later reduced slightly, when others reportedaddition to stragglers who
managed to make their way back and lategos 0 K SA NJ dzy A i X & S @S NghtAntb / h Qa
Aircraft Battery who were takermrisoner, escaped from Bengazi, and others were released after the
fall of BardiaLieutenant Frank VIok, MOain Campbell, Geoff Friedlinghuys and Mills Gibson were
taken prisoner with others of thBatteryand shippedff to camps inltaly. When Italy surrendered in
1943 the guards left the prison camps open and numbers of men made their ebefpe the
Germans arrived to lock the gateSrank Viok managed to get over the mountains to Switzerland
where he was forced to remain until the war endddeutenant Vlok was officially notified of the
award of the Military Cross on 1 March 1945.

All this while,other guns ofthe extra, WthQBattery, had had an uneventful day, guarding landing
grounds. It reported back to light Anti-Aircraft Regiment on 23 November 1941 and was then
disbanded, the guns and detachments returning to their @®etteries
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Figure 25: A Bofors detachment of 1 Light A#tircraft Regiment ready for action. It is winter in the desert and the men are
wearing winter battle dress with leather jerkins for additional warmth

Cleaing the Battlefield

Sutsequent cleaning of the battlefield at Sidi Rezeg resulted in some equipment being salvaged, all in
a damaged condition. It included one Bofors gun, three Bofors barrels and four gun tractors. Some
forty German tanks remained on the field as evidence efetfficiency of thefire by the Anti-Tankand

Bofors guns

¢ KS GKNBS 3Idzya igh Anti-Ait&rdh BattdyPréiained if Lilya ynder command of 2
Light Anti-Aircraft Battery, while the remnants of 3ght AntiAircraft Battery left with Rear RBland
Rear Division HQ for Matruh. The marching out state ofBatterywas two officers, 333 other ranks
and eleven Cape Corps personnel. On 5 December reorganisation &attery commenced at
Matruh but the Battery later moved to Smugglers Cove, wheitreceived reinforcements of one
officer, ten other rank@and 34 Cape Corps gunners fromigt Anti-Aircraft Battery, and one officer,
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nine other ranks and four Cape Corps men fromightLAnti-Aircraft Battery. Wlie the Battery
underwent reorganisaion, Major Bob Bathpthen aged over 30 yearnwas badly shaken. He was
hospitalised with a recurrent stomach probleamd laterreturned to South AfricaThe24- year old
Captain Bruce Guilfoneplaced himasBattery Commander

The Matruh Stakes

XXX Corpbad suffered losses but XlIl Corps was still virtually unscathed and the New Zealanders
were driving along the coast road towards Tobruk. Rommel, however, believed Eighth Army was in

state of disorganisation and on 24 November, just before 11.0@; avhile units of the Eighth Army

GSNB WolalAay3ad LI SI &S tRSH y2 LK S2 W 2INYWR5/ 134 & dF/DNI (0 K
the head of 21st and 1B Panzer Divisions, and collecting the Ariete Diviginomoute, he led a 60

mile dash to the frontig roaring through the British dumps, supply echelons, scattéedourand

Infantry units and field medical centrescreating some hilarious scenes that will live in legend. By

nightfall he was in Egypt with the few panzers that had not broken down ooutinf fuel2®

It was not easy at first, Brigadier Pienaar noted, to distinguish between the rush of fleeing transport
GKAOK WagSttSR 2dzi ftA{SR | 062¢ ¢ @Sz Ay FNRYyG 2-
0 S K R%F&t ddyanced Division Héguarters, the quiet serenity of the day was soon disturbed by

news of enemy tanks and motor transport bearing down upon the camping ground. Shells began to

fall upon the vehicles. Armoured car patrols reported the advance of the enemy force on Division
Headquarters and the GOC ordered it to withdraw towards the sa#ht. The CRA was instructed to

hold the enemy with hig\nti-Tankand Bofors guns. Notice to move was short and one officer who

614 WAYRdAZ I3AY3I AY | @l 4KQ KintRhisvghiclé and drivedff, §tk T Ay :
VI18R®Q
Lieutenant General C.W.M. Norri€@pmmande? ¥ - - - [/ 2NlJAZX ¢K24aS WA YLISNId

in the opinion of many, one of the principle reasons why the German thrust achieved so little,
included in hiNB LI2Z.NMIR ¥ tYASY I NDa M { ®! & . RSXPYySGHSNI Y2OPSR

FNBF Ffft2080SR G2 {KSYXoiKad NajalliGerizial GgoggeBrink- i kis2 ¢ S f
operational report stated that as far as he could s@gi K S 2 y f &re siahding dnd fighitingg S
were twoTroo@@ 2 F ! k¢]1 3JFdzya yR 2yS GLI 2F 1! Thdgga (KI Q

g SNBE Wb Q ¢ NEPTankRejifmennanopd, laterly @A 3 dzy toop2 LightWAirceaft
Battery2° The Bofors fought thereemy tanks and MT throughout the withdraw/@l.

Bofors vs Panzers

08.00 am

'y LyGSttAaSyOS adzyYFENEB |a G wWn b2 OSedehing mMmdpnm
5th Brigade badly woundeRA 8 2 NRSNI & GAGKRNI g1t o0& adz2NDAOG2NR T
10.00 am

W 5Top fired 18 ineffective rounds at one MEO and four M n pQa& | LILIF NBy Gt e 2y NJ
Forty five minutes lateiGermantanks supported byboth Yérried and motor cycle troops broke

through the %h Brigad gagand advanced dictly onthe area ocupied by Advance Headquarters,

1st SA Infantry Division. The headquarters was forced to make a hurried withdrawal.

10.45 am

One lone gun of¥! Q ¢2NBEghtLantiAircraft Battery ¢ providing prdection to Division
Headquarters agjnst air attackg wasfor several minutegorced into a reaiguard actionagainst the

panzers which advanced slowly with a frontal formation of twenty tattks { SNH S | y dlong ®[ & . &
Boforsengaged then when they appeared over a ridge abou®@0 yards away. Shortly after thiest

34 The Sidi Rezegh Battles, pp. 289,291.

35 Chronological Atlas of World War Two, p. 59
%6 The Sidi Rezegh Battles, p. 294.

37 |bid., p. 295.

38 |bid., pp. 295,296.

3% |bid., p. 296n.

4 |bid., p. 296.
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rounds had been fired, twoAnti-Tankguns arrived to support thénti-Aircraft gun. Several rounds

from the latter were dead on targetlis ammunition clips had been loaded with mixed HE and AP.
TwoAnti-Tankguns arrived to support the Bofors gurhe tanks halted and opened fire with HE

11.00 am

The situation was becoming impossible, particiylaas theAnti-Tankguns had withdrawrseveral

Kdzy RNBR @I NRaA® [ASdzZiSylyid !'LW2y 6K2 KIFIR NBYIFAYS
taken out of adbn and withdraw about 500 yards. The tanks moved forward slowly and when about

600 yards away Sergeant Mason arrived with his Bofors. The two guns engaged the tanks from their
wheels. TheAnti-Tankguns had again moved and were firing 200 yards to the. fElae Bofors were
RSAONAOSR a WLMzidAy3a dzLJ I YIFIYATFAOSYyld SFF2NIoQ
LINPOFOAEAGASA oFRfe& RIEYIFI3ISRD hnfiankshela ASSy (G2 Wof
Many HE rounds ricocheted from the ground above theks and exploded in the air above the
motorisedtroops behind the tanksCasualties must have been caused. By now dust andmoke

resulted in poor visibility and accurate observation but the Intelligence Summary states that a
number of tanks and otdd S KA Of S&a KI R WI OlGdzr tfe& ad2LIISR 2NJ ¢
a0l 3S SAGKRNY gl f O2yGAydzSR YR F2N QaA@BaNd f K2 dz
gunsT N2Y WhQ ¢ NBRBagenyi {! ! yiA

12.30 pm.

The two Bofors under SergataByrne and Mason were joined by two more Bofors under Lieutenant

W.B. Cameromf 1 Light AntiAircraft Battery and a stand was made in front of Landing Ground No.
138.that were guarding Landing Ground 138, where a lone Lysatey cooperation aircraf was

standing. The Panzers were beatoff and a pilot appeared and the aircraft took affid escaped
destructionat the last minute.

hyS 2F [ASdziSylyd /1 YSNRYQ&a 3Jdzya KIFR | LINBYI (i dzNB
Sergeant Bryne who byow was short of ammunition. Lieutenant Upton moved off in an attempt to

2001 Ay Y2NB 't NRdzyRa®d 1S YSiG [ASdziSylyid /2f2ySt
immediately returned to the guns. By now the tanks appebio have come to a halt andere

possibly refuelling. It was noted that others from the rear were coming forwditd were claimed on

six tanks by the three Bofors and Lieutenant Cameron claimed two destroyed.

About eight tanks attempted an encircling movement on the left fland e Anti-Tankguns on that

side moved further forward to engage. Lieutenant Cameron moved his guns to the north of the
landing ground and Lieutenant Upton passed through the defence works to a position south west of

the ground. Withdrawhcontinued in sages, the guns stopping and firing off their wheels ever 500

yards or so. Fire from the tanks was incessant and there were many close misses. The gunners had

not suffered and casualtie¥

2.30 pm/3.00 pm

Having expeded all but a few rounds of HEwas cecided to withdraw to a flank and attempt to get

the guns out safelyBut at 3.30 pm Lieutenant Upton joined tn Armoured Division Support column

where he fortunately obtained a rsupdy of petrol and ammunition. The column moved on for

several miles ath the Lieutenantlost contact with the guns. In attempting to find them his 15 cwt

Morris was strafed by atME109 and badly damaged. Late in the evening he was found by a Royal
Hussars armoured car patrol.

bQ ¢ NP 2 LJfarsgdRtinie&t8 fire ah thepanzers until sunset when the enemy tanks fina

withdrew. It was estimated that at leastix tanks had been hit and badly damaged or disabled and

that damage and casualties inflicted on vehicles and troop to the rear of the tanks. Well over 300
roundsirOf dzZRAYy 3 mnn NRBdzyRA 2F !t | YYdzyAGA2y 6SNBE FAN

That Night

One of the two guns was lost to the enen8ergeants Byrne and Mason had joined up with other
troops withdrawing to the frontier but during the night they ran into German formation.In
subsequent firing and confusidrance Bombardier Reynolds was killed while at the wheel of the gun
tractor. Sergeant Mason, complete wittis gun and detachment managed to escape; soSkdgeant
Byrneand Lance Bombardier A.\W. BasseBunners Schoeman, Sealy, Volschenk and 1.V. Thomson

4 Uncle George, p. 228.
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were taken prisonef? Wa 2 y (t&ry tISYyR 2yS 20GKSNJ YSYOSN]I 2F { SNB:
were found six days later.

The Brigade

hy Ho b2@SY0OSNI GKS . NARIFRSQa v Atiankwith tfe2BofSrsai 221 A G
Light Anti-Aircraft Battery sited for air defence but with a primaAnti-Tankrole. The next day,
however,BatteryK S I Rlj dzI NI SNAE | y-positidnedy theutPsal id amrii-NdbkroheBn

support of 7 Field Battely ¢ KSNB W!I Q ¢NR2L) ¢ a ¢infaNBILRNI R 1Pt 24
Echelong was withdrawn with the Echelon &l Cuesc. One gun of tllisoopwhich endeavoured to

join the mainBrigade lost direction and finally reachedstlSA Division Advanced Headaters.

2 KAfTS GKSNB SySyeé LI yTSNB O0NR|1S GKNRAAK YR Ay |
with the Division Headquarterdut eventually joined three other Bofors attached to XXX Corps
Headquarters. It ultimately rgined its own unit.

Because of the German move against 5th SA Infantry Brigade, 1st SA Infantry Brigade was forced to
move back about five miles to ensure it would not be cut off.

Rommel atthe Wire

When Rommel and his group passed through the Wedound he was isolatedHespent an anxious

YR O2tR yAIKG AYy [ ASdziSyl yiadBues Briish Mammbe,avit £ Q& K
ten other senior officers, before finding his way back through the fewntiire early the next

morning® They were quite undisturbed dimg the nightg no British officer or NCO was going to face

what they thought were peppery senior British officers sleeping peacefully inside the vehicle.

The New Zealanders had meanwhile linked up with the Tobruk garrison and turned to fight off a
despente onslaught as Rommel, realising his dash to the wire had been a mistake, threw everything
thing he could in another attempt to take Tobruk. Twice the corridor was cut, but the New Zealanders
fought like tigers to reopen it, beating off furious and desmte attempts by the panzers to reach
Tobruk. Both sides were now suffering from the gruelling effects of the fighting in the past fortnight.
The desert was littered with broken and abandoned vehicles which both sides were endeavouring to
collect and repa, while supply columns were feverishly trying to build up supplies without which the
battle could not continue

C2NJ GKS NBYFAYRSNI 2F b2@0SYOSN) 6KS o6FdGtS NIF3ASR
being pressed back; he was running out of suggplexpenditure of fuel and ammunition was causing

deep concern. At dawn on 4 Decemtgghth Army embarked on the second phase of its Crusader
offensive, but 1fh Indian Division failed to distige the enemy from Bir ébubi Meanwhile Bt SA

Infantry Bigade ¢ then protecting XXX Corps maintenance acewas ordered to send out small

columns to harass the enemy in the El Adef\troma areas. The rest of the Brigade remained at Taieb

el Esem, where it lay in the bitter cold. Two bombing raids on 4 Deceméde it clear that only eight

guns of 1 ight Anti-Aircraft Regiment was inadequate for protection of the maintenance area.
.NRAIFRASNI tASY NI WANHzYot SR oA (0 Bhgack @ & K W[ dzAIKS
AYIlIRSIljdzZ 6§SQd | yR gttgd arfformnmlSarplxird, BdkihgkoB pedmissiox to recall the

guns he had been ordered to detach for protection of the Field Maintenance Céfitres.

By the evening of 5 December a message inforlRethmelthat he could expecho replacements for

the 142 pazers, 25 armoured cars, 83 guns or mortars he had lost; and even worse, for the sixteen
commanding officers and 4 000 men now dead, seriously wounded or misshey #lso became
obviousto him thatthe Eighth Army was about to launch another drive fardk Rommel gave orders

for a withdrawal as far as Gazaénd then to the Gulf of SirteOn 5 December higoops began to

42 Intelligence Summary November 1941, provided by Major N. Garlick.
4 The Sidi Rezegh Battles, p. 307.
44 1bid., p. 451.
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disengage at Tobruk and commenced a withdrawal towards the west. Rohaitet! his Army at El
Agheila on 31 December 194fiwas inbetter shape than was expected

The Wire

Battery headquarters and Divisional Troops had meanwhile withdrawn without incident towards the

2 ANBP WCQ ¢NRP2LJ 6l a adGAff SAGK T aSRAdZY wS3IAYSyYy.
hit two; they crahed, but during the engagement Lance Bombardier Stroebel suffered a bullet

wound in his right heel. Captain Starke was still with his two guns at Landing Ground 134.

C2NXIGA2ya 6SNB WwWaldAtt Ay 3ISYSNIf RAAatBeMEEND 2y
and be@n the next dayto reform near the landing groundOne gun of 2 Light Arfiircraft Battery

was missing and Lieutenants Friedlinghuys, Gordon and Upton went out in an attempt to loBate it.

the end of the day théBatterywas partiallycomplete.In the next three days enemy aircraft twice

overflew theBrigadel YR { SNEBSI y i t 2 (@ dub NInstratiRrsthan anfgtiviry y

else- engaged on both occasioride claimed one hiEighteen rounds were fired but the aircraft was

apparently unharmed. Reconnaissance aircraft were again overhead early on 2 December and at
Ma®dnn FYS 4 SELSOGSRE o62dzi GKANILSSY W yodhQasz ¢
but heavy Anti-Aircraft fire prevented the others from doing sdrhey contented themselve by

dropping theirbombingfrom on high.Due to lack of dispersion there was considerable damage.

1 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment

¢ KS NI &Ardop 2ad on'P3 bvembemoved back through the frontier wire near Madaleina

withi KS . NAIIFRS W. Q 90KSt2yd WIQ YR W.Q ¢NR2LJA NX
attacks launched that day the guns of the tWmopswere deployed in ai\nti-Tankrole in support

of 7 Field Regiment. They were not called upon to take acfitiat evening ¢t SA Infantry Brigade

withdrew sone distance to reorganise, refuel and generally to replenish supplies; having done so

the Brigademoved forward some five miles at noon on 26 November and occupied a new defensive
positon WA ( K Edhelon Héw Qafely deployed behind the frontier wite/ Q ¢ fjaell) NB

Light AntiAircraft Battery headquarters that day, in time to move north with the Brigade Group

Whileen route,i KS DNRdzL) ¢ & &dzo02SOGSR (2 | ¢iopped dome3] o0& U
and pamphlets

On the 29Novemberthe two guns that had been detached oK S W A&idifraft Battery,

returned to 1Light AntiAircraft Battery andthe fourth Troo®x GAGf SR W%Q ¢NR2LJ) 4 &
one gun from each of the thre€roops. The next day th8attery moved forward with the Brigade

DNRdzL) G2 . AN { OAl aOdzA ¥5. WOHOFIENRFE wlSaka RAYiKIZLII
with 1stBattalion5 dzl S 2 F 9 RA Yy 0 zZNB/K@ 4 ¢ MiBaditjaedStaitihyvR Y%L Q ¢ NRB 2
with headquarters, &t SA Infantry Brigade. On 1 December the Brigade Group withdrew to Taieeb El
94SYDd W. QstZNRPRI) OFBRSWMER (KS gAGKRNI gl gKAOK 41l a

hy o 5S0OSY0SNJ #epeditedythie &igus Mnbingradndoverthe Brigade The guns

engaged and one aircraft was definitely hit. There were near misses on the guns of Sergeants
Williams and Faber but their vehicles and equipment suffered damage. The guns fired well and the
Batterywas congratlated by the commanding officer of a Royal ArtillRggimen2 y 0 KSA NJ W& LI &
LISNF2NXYIF yOSQod

The Luftwaffe must have been desperate tstop or destroy the Brigade. Resultingprh the

appearance of a reconnaissance aircraft on 1 Decemiténteen JU 8R& KIF R | LIISF NBRT
Decemberg seventeenW! y T Q& ,land2 yi ®o n 5 S80S Y 6 S Nhppearedhdt afzhe { ( dz] | ¢
sun Anttl ANDONJ F0 FANBE RAR y2i LIMBidEraiiguns Eppearpditatiel Q& F1
GKS GFNBSOH 6A0K aftkeNnEhid: Kelandis defabliént vrdzysadly shaken but
2GKSNBAAS dzyKFENY¥SR® { SNESIyd 2Afe28yQa 3Idzy NIy |
GAOAYyAGED ¢KS W yT10Q048 6SNB ol O] SIFNIeée bhed®i- ySEG Y
Aircraft3dzya ® . dzi GKA& GAYS (g2 FANDNIFO LI AR GKS LINR
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' Mnonn FY Fy2GKSNI FANI FGdFOl SR RSOStRdaeRE 6A G
Ant-l ANDONI F0 FANB g1 a Bh#an®ndkednSaet badly shikemBuRDécemb&rS RS G I
was a peaceful day and it did much to restore shattered nerves. Sergeant van Niekerk was transferred

to the badly hitTroopi K+ & Rl &@d ¢KS dzadzrf a9 wmmn WNBOOS LI I y!
butSeB Sl yd CIFIoSNIIFYyR {SNBSIyd @Iy bAS1SN] RSi{FOKYS
7 December was really a day of restnot one aircraft was to be seerThe following morning
LieutenantH.C.Haworth was ordered out with two guns (Sergeants Fadbed van Niekerk) to

accompany a patrol.

The Brigadewas on the movdorward when it was strafed at 8.00 am on 10 December by six ME
MAPCQad b2 REFEYFIS 61 a OFdzASRD® . 2YO6FNRASNI { SAUGK F
time. Sergeant Wikims reported a definite hole seen in one aircraft. Just after midday one JU 88 was
foolhardy enough to fly over at @00 feet Sergeant Viljoen obtained hits and it was last seen to be
YavyYz2liAy3aQo

Lieutenant Haworth and two guns accompanied another pairollO DecembelThey were attacked

G6A0S Sy NRdziS o6& a9 mMnpQad | AdGa gSNBE aO02NBR 2y
further attack. They reached Sidi Rezettat day where thenfantry took fourteen prisoners. They

found a Bofors, appantly abandoned; with a rourd in the breech and a clip ready to be firdidwas

recovered, cleaned and found fully serviceable and later returned to Base. Arlofaetry patrol

with the remaining guns of th&roopreached Bir Hakiem, returning two dajater.

Sollum, Bardia and Halfaya

By now Operation Crusader had pushednzegruppe Afrika well away from Egypt and th#hree
enemygarrisons otthe fishing villageof Sollum, of the small port ofBardia and HalfayaPasswere
isolated.

Duringmost of December Advanced Headquarters of 1 LAA Regiment remained attached to XXX Corps
Advanced Headquarters, but &6 December, accompanied by tWiwoops of 6Light AntiAircraft
Battery, it also moved up to the forward are8XITroop 5 Light AntiAircraft Battery moved the next

day to Menastir, to provide Anti-Aircraft protection to Field Artilleryunits engaged in the coming

battle to subdue Bardia. Three day lateLight AntiAircraft Battery arrived at Sidi Omar accompanied

by a signal section and workshop section; but, leaving rear Regimenaél headquartersand the
Batteryheadquarters of both 4 andl6ight AntiAircraft Batteries at Sidi Omafn advanceRegimenal
headquarters moved out to position itself on the T@apuzzo road.

Elementsof 2 Light AntiAircraft Regiment moved forward to occupy suitable positions close to Bardia
from which they could provid@nti-Aircraft support. YAand €XITroops of 4.ight AntiAircraft Battery
deployed inside the Bardia perimeter defences south ofdBaharbour,to provide protection to 1
Field Regiment (CFA)Ltght AntiAircraft Battery HQ and B Echelon were at Menastihe BatteryQ a
Woand WQTroopsaffording Anti-Aircraft cover forArtillery units, and®BQTroop was deployed at Sidi
Aziz lanihg ground, with&roop of eLight AntiAircraft Battery. The other twdroops ofthe Battery

¢ YQand BQTroops- were alsoengaged in providing cover fd¥ield Artilleryunits. After much
preparation and prebombardment, the attack on the sea portaw launched on 31 December 1941,
but in the absence of enemy air activity tAati-Aircraftguns had nothing to do.

Christmas

Captain StarkBattery Captain 2 Light AntiAircraft Batterywas sentto the rear areato obtain

W3 2 2 R AChristhas He2 Ifton 18 December and was welcomed back on Christmas Day with his
vehiOf § 65ttt aG2018R 6AGK 0SSNE sKAAale: OFyySR NI
mail, both letters and parcel post. TlBattenyz (G KS 2yt & 2y S 2 &festivii& andK NS S =
were reasonably well behave®¥.

4 Letter written to Captain H. McKenzie, 30.1.1942. It was never posted.With papers received froril Major
Garlick.
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LG ¢l a 2yfte FFGSNI GKS IFNNR&az2Yy 2F . FNRAF KIFR adza
attacked the Bardia area. The guns south of the harbour engaged immediately and a hit was made on
one aircraft which jettisoned its bombs and turned away with its starboard engine smaitiad €0
Troops of A.ight AntiAircraft Battery and all guns of lBight AntiAircraft Battery also went into action

and direct hits on another JU 88 were scor@he enemyaircraft made a forced landingThe only
casualty as a result of this raid was to Captai@TRCurling,Battery Captainof 4 Light AntiAircraft
Battery, who was killed by a bomBAfter Bardia was takea stock of brand new rifles still wrapped

and greasedwasdiscoveredn a warehousethey were issued to the many Cape Corps personnel in
the Regiment whom the Regimentfelt had every right to defend therselves if itever became
necessaryThe subunits of theRegimentwere re-positioned for he siege of @lum and Halfaya which

were still holding out.

On 3 January hight AntiAircraft Battery moved to the area of Fort @azzo; 4Light AntiAircraft
Battery moved into Bardia, where twbroops were deployed to protect the harbour, whi8QTroop
moved to a position on thedBum-Capuzzo road to afforénti-Aircraft protection to the field and
medium Batteriesshelling $llum and HalfayatBand ‘BQTroops protected the Advance HQ afd?SA
LYFlIyYyiuNE S5AGAAA2Y T WeyeRnovalltovBir HafiR Té Trodpsl & BllBght ANt Q &
Aircraft Battery were positioned in the Halfaya area to also coverAndlery Regimens. There was
no enemy aerial activity®QTroop 5Light AntiAircraft Battery went into action when a Free French
plane bonbed it in error on 7 January. The fire drove the aircraft awajiu® surrendered on 12
Januarybut Halfaya,commanded byMajor Wilhelm Bach, th&erman pastowhose leadership was
largely responsible for its stubborn defence, only surrenddiezidaysater.

Into Cyreneica

PanzegruppeAfrika had withdrawn into Cyrenaicd; Light AntiAircraft Battery accompaniedst SA

Infantry Brigadewho was protecting XXX Corps maintenance amathe same time sending out
NBO2yyl Aaadl yOS LI (uN® todhardss/the eneNi2id thedEd Ad2nfcrod drea.

The South AfricaBrigaderemained at Taieb El EssefStuka dive bombing attadly thirty or more

dive bomberson 4 December killed one officer and wounded four other ratkajor Garlick visited

Liedzd Sy I y (i Teod@ptha& flag &nd it was only half an hour after his arrival that Stukas appeared

over theBrigade The two officers felt they were the centre of attention while they lay huddled in a slit

trench. Bombs dropped all round theqWA Yy |d-son@@ 400ards Y R A FOORcé the\dnomait

had departed they clambered out of the ground, to find themselves in a ring of burning vehicles. One

had only just begun to burg the flame was smalt and they moved to extinguish the flames when
someonS aAK2dzi SRY WwWLGiQa |y |YY2 @GSKAOftSPQ ¢KS (g2 2
wounded in another attack two hours latef. K22 Ay 3 6+ & 3JI22R | yR LINBGS)
coming below 300 feet.

It was clear that only eight guns of 1 Ligkiti-Aircraft Regiment for protection, defence against the
Luftwaffe was inadequate. Q | Yy R W Clht A\MiRir2rafiiBatt@ryfat this stagewere in

adzLILR2 NI 2F 0KS 5dzl S agdimov@dwitly thedidl Birkiekiem bnalg DeseinBet S & =
W. Q ¢NRB2L) ¢la RSLIX2&SR |G . A Nligh AntiArdzftBattéryh AR A y 3 3
reorganised to include foufroops instead of three; the fourtiroopg 1 y2 6y | & - Bein®@ ¢ N2 2
made up by withdrawing one gun from each of the thtg” 2 NI¥dogs. Eor some days thBattery

was engaged in support of forward patrols but on 13 December 194Trcalps were withdrawn from

1st SA Infantry Brigade which was ordered to move back to railhead.

1 Light AntiAircraft. | G G SNBEZ ODEa i Oy W/ DF YR WHLO ANB2LIA 6|
Aircraft defence of st SA Infantry Brigade area at Bir Sheferzen; but the next day orders arrived
instructing theBrigadeto once more move forward and deploy in the area of El Adem, preparabory t
GF1Ay3a LINI Ay GKS | R@IYyOS Aya2 [/ &NByFAOF® ¢KSN
Timinishot down a JU 88 B, whichther gupidly did a low level recaraissance run right over them.

46 Report written by Major N.Garlick.
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A second plane was damaged. Two days after thigi? AntrAircraftBattery was moved forward and
W5 Q ¢ NP 2st $A angaitry Brigadevabout four miles west of Timini eldfiAt the same time
BatteryK S Rlj dzFr NiISNB X (2 3S30KSNJ oBrighdew WQ Q9 O R ¥y @ ¢ NP 2 |

On 22 Decemberst SA Infantry Brigade received orders to return to Desert Railhead and then to
Matruh. TheBrigadespent Christmas just north of the Trigh el Abed and the next day moved along
that road, halting at midday for lack of petrol. All availabéserves offuel was given to 7 Field
Regiment which had s ordered to move to supportrtl SA Infantry Division in its assault on Bardia.
The fieldRegimentmoved Easion 27 December followed by thBrigadewhich had unearthed a
supply of Italian petrol in the Gubi ateBheBrigadepassed through the Frontier wire and again came
under command of 4t SA InfantryDivision¥’

Two days before their first Christmas in the desert, the advanced headquartersigiittAntiAircraft
Battery left XXX Corps Headquarters and retdrite Matruh and at about the same time a
reorganised¥ Q ¢ NP Riglx Aati#ircraft Batery moved forward from Matruho defend the
landing ground at Sidi Az&@iz | Y R W Q@ight AnN@@altBattery returned to Matruh, moving
later to a deploynent position near the sea off the Smugglers Cove road. More South Afit&n
Aircraft sub-units followedg with 2 Light AntiAircraft. | G G SNEB KSI RljdzZ NISNAZ W9 Q
into Smugglers Coven 4 JanuaryA Regimental Training Battery was &tigshedat Smugglers Cove
on 13 January 1942ts primary objedie was to train Cape Corps personnel as reinforceméhithe
officers established a comfortable Mess with a fireplace (coal fired), and a well for washing;water
the premises. Quite likeome, it was stated, far superior to the Lido Hotel in Mersa Matruh. And in
the area was a ramp for greasing vehicles. On 24 January they received orders to move

Crusader Falters

For anArmywhich had just advanckfrom Egypt to the Gulf of Sirte, Eighf\rmy was in considerable
disarray. Supply lines, the bane of desert warfare, were stretchidthny of the troops were
replacements for the Crusader casualties and the remainder were tired after the stresses of the
advancePanzergruppe Afrikevas in far letter condition, not only because its lines of communication
were shorter but because it was being resupplied at aosual rate ¢ mostly because of the losses
suffered by the Royal Navy in the Mediterranean. Of five capital ships only one was afloat; two
cruisers had been sunk, and two badly damaged and one had been withdrawn by the Australian
government for service nearer home, where the Japanese threat was increBsingergruppe Afrika
struck early on the morning of 21 January; two days later it sewhshBritishbArmour Brigade routed

other troops and in the last days of January the scattered groups of XXX Corps withdpazalain
conditions of heavy rain and in appalling wind and sandstorms

The Axis armies were instructed to go no further edsan Maraua, on the orders of the Italian
commandecgin-chief, who insisted that forward positions should remain there. Rommel was told that
only reconnaissance units could operate between Maraua and Gazala.

Light Aid Detachments

In January 1942 it was diled to equip eaclBatterywith a 3ton four-wheel drive vehicle to replace

the 15 cwt LAD vehicles then in use. They were incapable of towing a loaded three tonner or gun
tractor. Nor could they carry sufficient spares to effect inmediate repairs.

Thel 5 KIFIR FTNRBY (KS 0S3aAyyAya o06SSy SldzALIISR gA0K
salvaged or made the tools and parts not issued. These inclbd&dry chargers, anvils, small
portable forges, bench drills, vices, work benches and steel stock&ers. Due to nostandardisation

of springs, carburedrs, distributers, petrol pumps, radiators, etc, numbers of these items had to be
carried to keep transport serviceablslany repairs, normally sent to Base Workshops, were carried

out in the field.

47 War in the Desert, pp. 72,73.
48 Typed notes by Major N. Garlick., marked 79.
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Their work was importaniof a high ordernot generally acknowledgedr appreciated.
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CHAPER FOURTEEN

THE GAZALA LINE

Very little air activitywas experienced ithe last daysof January but from 5 February enemy aircraft

were seen, and felt, more often. That evenitlyeed yy Qa Ff S¢ HtSdMrigatied akRa 2 O ¢
Fd Fto2dzi p nnn FSSG G26FNRa (KS CNBS CNBEVOK LK NS
mdY2NYyAy3Is GKNBES RIFIé&a I iSNE -banibed B\8AInfantry Brigde> & A G
from a height of 8 000 feet. Thinti-Aircraftguns succeeded in turning the first attack away from the
L2aAldGAz2y KStR o0& (waRifles, dgmiging dne dir@aft yhahezptitéss) Ahe httack
thencenereR 2y GKS . NAIIF RS KSI RIjdzl NI SAitdraft Rdstéry chuged W! Q
the aircraft to crash into the se@nly a few small bombs were dropped. One aircrafariousy

described as a 110, an ME 109 and aridane- was shot down in aerial combat and it too, crashed

into the sea.

Gontinuous fighter sweeps$ook placethat day and in the early afternoon an ME 109, engaged in
reconnaissance, was damaged. Two hours I&& @3Sy W! yT1 . Q&4 RAGS 062Y0SR
positions. One ME 109 F was shot down in flames and one JU 87 B was damaged, believed destroyed.
tKA& ol a F2tft26SR o0& &Sl Fy20KSNJ RAGS o02Y0oAy3 |
1st SA Infantry Brigade. Although thEnti-Aircraft 3dzy & NBLX A SR W@AI2NR dzaf & Q
results.

Max Speed: 217 MPH. Armament: 2 fixed . S\
7:9 mm MGs, 1 movable 7:9 mm in rear. T
Max Bomb load: 1 x 1,100 ibs bomb, 3 N

4 x110 |Ib bombs. Crew: 2
Figure 27: Stuka dive bomber

¢CKSNBE 6SNB Y2NB |GGl O01a RdNAYy3I GKS ySEG doreod !
and one was damaged. At about the same time a JU 88 made a bold attack on the headquarers of 1
{! BAGAAA2YD® LO o6l a KAG o0& (GKS 3Jdzya 2F WIQ C¢NR?2
(KS KSI RIjdd NISNE® 13y RRDENIORIVEEW KBS WNByT KS@R 0
hogy wAFESAad hyS gl & aAK20 R2 ghfcrak BatteFyf AsthE st @ the W9 Q
FANDONI FO0 GdzNYSR lglke& W' Q YyR W Q ¢NR2LJA tey 3l ISR
were damaged, one so badly that it was believed unable to reach its bhsetroops watched the
aircraft shot down in flames.

It was like a slowmotion picture. It started as a small orange glow, then developed into a

huge sheet of flame and smok&s it went down headlong, two white objects appeared, and
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the crew floated to earth. The aircraft hit the ground, accompanied by a roar of cheers from
0KS GNR2LA®Q

Mixed Patrols

Patrols were sent out each night ammhe managed to penetrate an Italian encampment and
discoveredseveral officers in their violatoloured pyjamas. Unfortunately they resisted capture and

all were shotin their attempts to escapeDelay fuzes were left on an ammunition dump and the patrol
retired some distance to watch the fun. When it exploded the Italian troops rushed out and began
firing in all directior? In addition tothe daily and nightlynfantrypatrolsA y i1 2 Wy 2 Yl yQa f |y
strength were sent out. In one of thes#! %2 Qop 6fN.BLAA Batteryunder Lieutenant & Hallack,
accompanied a mixed patrol wittstlBattalion Transvaal Scottish on 7 February to Wadi Fregh, some
miles forward of the Gazala positions. The patrol was attacked by a low flying ME 109F but
unfortunately the Bofors could not retaliate for fear of hitting vehicles in the column. Seyesalt . Qa
returning from attacks on the Gazala positions were, however, engagdwdyoop

¢g2 RIFE&& fFGSNI Iy2idKSNI Yt ErénBvadl Bcottiyiith a fiel@Btteyef W! Q /
25-pdrs from 3 Field Regiment,Taoopof Anti-Tankguns, alroopof 6A Yy OK K2 gA 41 SNESX &S
OFNE | YRY®BOR CAN#2Z LII2 2FRA . StFINRAD ¢ KA ( NP €
Aircraftguns engaged and tbe planes fled the scene; the remaindeingchased away byfire from

the Bofors They did not drop their bombs until they were over the coast road. Towards sunset the
patrol reported that the enemy had vacated the wadi and vehicles all returned saféhgitr positions

in the Line® In one of these patrols Gunner J.J.d@ehuys was wounded by grenade splinters.

On one occasion two guns under Lieutenant Jack Windridge were sent to protect a forward outpost.

One gun was sited behind a small ridge an$ @S NE 2y SQa adzNLINAaS GKSe& KSI |
an ltalian tank and it came up the other side of the ridge; when it came into view its occupants
probably as surprised as the gunners were. The Bofors could not deguffisgently to open fire at

the tank, and nor could the tank depress its gun sufficiently. It reversed and left in a hurry, leaving
Lieutenant Windridge and his men just a little shaken.

The Luftwaffe
During the period 4 to 9 February tienti-Aircraftgunners of 1 and 2 LAA Baties had accounted for
four enemy aircraft destroyed and eight damaged.

While Panzergruppe Afrikanjoyed some relief from front line actionhe Luftwaffe, and to a lesser

extent the Regia Aeronauticasontinued their daily flights over the Gazala Li@a 8 February 6 LAA

Battery, with two of its guns out of actignjoined the Polish BrigadeThere was considerable
reconnaissance activity over the South African sector throughout the day on 10 Felgreangy

especially over the adjacent area occupiedtuy Polish Brigadelust before noonlst SA Brigade and

Polish Brigadeareas were dive bombed bytwenty Stukas, escorted by six MEN pQa ® ¢ KS RANB
approach indicated the enemy knew the locality Arti-Aircraft concentrations. They nevertheless

met a weight offire from the Troops of 1 and 2 and of Bght Anti-Aircraft Battery, RA. Despite the

heavy fire only one JU 87 was damaged. Half an hour after, thisne MELQ9 strafed the Division
headquarters with one long burst of machigen fire. h the afternoon another attack was made, this

one bytwelve Stukas escorted by foMEMn pQa ® ¢ KS Sy Syeé | LIWINBIF OKSR ||
range; but thdér identification of targets was poor. Their bombs were dropped on derelict enemy
transport.

The Tide Turned at Alamein, p. 94.

Ibid., p. 39.

SANDF Archives, War Diaries, Box 374, file A12. Hand written report by Lieutenant Hallack.
Ibid., Notes by Battery Commander.

SANDF Archives, War Diaried/D 374, Al12.

a B W N P
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ContnuousReconnaissance
Continuous reconnaissance flights were observed, a variety of aircraft beingnsstlly by MBm n o Q & @
They flew over every hour with what seemed clockwork precision. There were fairly regular dive
bombing attacksgenerally with fightr escortand when within range they were all engagédnew
GFrOGAO gl a FT2NI 2yS LXFyS (2 Fte 20SN)I GKS 5ADAaA:z
tactic used on 13 February when seven or eight Stukas with a heavy fighter escort @edsp8A

NJX 3 I RS W aAntHAiINGftgdns énéaSed and hits were observed on three planes, one of which
caught fire and crashed. The other two flew out to sea, one obviously out of control. It was reported to
have crashed into the sea. Afewminufe$ G SNJ 8AE a9 mndpQa OFYS Ay (2
and one of these planes was destroyed, crashing two miles away. And at midday the next day, a
formation of nine Stukas passed high over Division Headquarters, returning ten minutes later in the
same formation. The gunners took a chance and engaged, although the aircraft were at extreme
NI yaS® hyS gl a dzyftdzO1eT AdG sla KAG Ay GKS WoSt
Brigadeg after having been rengaged by the guns of Gght Anti-Aircraft Battery.It was inone of
these attacks that Bombardier H.A. Sarembok was mgrtedbunded.

Coordination of Fire

It was realed that some improvement should be made to the deployment areas ofAtiteAircraft

guns in the Division. OriErogp of 3 LAA Battery was with XXX Corps Headquarters and the other two
Troops were at Matruh. Thes€roops became available later arttie Anti-Aircraftguns then available

to the Division, inclding those othe Polish Brigadevere:

1 Light AntiAircraft Battery four Troops each of twelve guns
2 Light AntiAircraft Battery four Troops each of twelve guns
3 Light AntiAircraft Battery four Troops each of twelve guns
6 Light AntiAircraft Battery, RA. four Troops each of eleven guns
i.e. a total of: SxteenTroops consisting of forigeven guns

Despite their successes, the deployment of the guns was not providing the best results. No formulated
Anti-Aircraft plan existed and Lieutenai@olonel Jefey submitteda reporton 12 February together

with alayout to improve the position, and with details of proposedardination in command with
centralised communicationt coverall the Anti-Aircraft resources within the Division. These were
accepted and on 17 February 1942 an operation instruction vgagds detailing the layout of the new
scheme. 1, 2 and 6 LAA Batteries were allocatedTroplLJ2 A G A2y aT WCQ ¢NR2LE
placed in support of L Battalion Natal Mounted Rifles at Strongpoint BirBeK I f = g KA f S Wl Q
re-located anddeployed for the defence of HeadquartersstlSA Infantry DivisianA location
statement was given CRAstBA Infantry Division on 21 February 1942,

In the course of a Special Order of the Diagnking all those of the Division for their excellendni;,
Major General Brink includedOur Anti-Aircraft defence has been well orgaed and is now so
I RYANI of & &A (S Rir Foréeb tieatiigkit®: DiS yrEaywitiOgieat respette adde his
appreciation and harks to all ranks in the Brigade Gmdor the undoubted spirit anckeenness
shown by them

On 21 February the main party of®3{ ! Ly FFyaidNBE . NAIFRS oS3y (2 Yz
A02LIISR F2NJ GKdficey AIKGQX oNRGS 2yS
When we stopped for the night the routine never changed. Arslith was s@tched, a bed
roll undone, coffee and bully beef stew brewed; a couple of whiskies, a chat and a heavy sleep
under the stars. Before first light, we moved ioffa hurry to awid being caght unawares by
enemy aircraft, and there followed ¢hintolerable boredom of travelling in convoy at ten or
fifteen miles in the hour. It was a continuous dust storm; trucks boiled, tempers deteriorated,
until finally the peace, calm and relaxation of an evening meal ended another day in the
desert’

5 lbid.
7 The Tide Turned at Alamein, p. 85.
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Three days latei3rd SA Infantry Brigadeeached Gazalabringing with themthe balance of 3 LAA

Battery, with its four officers and 116 other ranks, of which 47 were Cape Campdsix Bofors and

i 62 § &hB Polish Brigade moved south and the newly edrAnti-Aircraftguns weredeployed in
accordance with Lieutenant Colonel JefQd RS TSy OS  RAffti-Aidraft dadfeicd layo& 6
seemed to keep enemy aircraft out of range of the guns but they nevertheless persisted in frequent
reconnaissance raidsjhenever these came in low the guns engaged. On 20 February, for instance, an

ME 109that came lower than usual was hit in the tail and the next day a similar machine was shot
down. On 22 Februaryanother ME 109 was damaged by gun fire. At hoon a formatibStukas

dropped bombs over Advanced Division Headquarters, while shortly afterwards a dog fight took place

at 500 feet over thefrooppositions of 3 LAA Battery whei®2 a9 wmMndpQa LI aaSR 23S\
of a Tomahawk. Thanti-Aircraft guns opened p, hitting one of theMEmM n g Q& 2y A dG&a GF Af
one broke away. This action saved the Tomahawk.

Wi Q ¢INRAZBAltery went forwardith a fighting patroin advanceof the patrolline, three days
after the Tomahawk incident, but the patrol reted with nothing to report. Enemy planes flew
overhead at a height beyondhe¢ effective ceiling of the Bofors and were not therefore engaged. Hits
SNBSS K29SOSNE 20aSNWSR 2y aSOSNIf a9mngpQa Sy3t
over the Polik lines, one of which crashed. The pilot was taken prisoner. Two other planes were badly
damaged and were believed to have come dowWhe Poles were overjoyed to have a prisoner. They
had a deep hatred for the Germaaad were reported to have mounted a fir to fire at high-angle
asan Anti-Aircraft gun. The chances of a hit were one in a million but as the PolesdsaidF  acK S KA
L2 2 FH 2 KI8®nelof the BdiSA kheanty Brigade officers who had lived with the Poles for a
few days told LieutenarBernstein
during an air raid when a terrific ack ack barrage was being put Pgishofficer had fired his
revolverat a low flying Messerschmidt which crashed in flamésaahundred yards away. The
Poles were enthusiastic and insisted he had brouglvtn the plane and almost decorated
KAY®Q

A New Commanding Officer

The Japanese threat was causing concaaout air defenceat South African coastal porédin view

of proposedAnti-Aircraft developments in South Africhjeutenant Colonel Jeffy, OBEwasrecalled

to South Africao becomeDirector AntiAircraft Training (later Director Anfiircraft Hewassaid to

be a very efficient officertechnically very alert but not popular and ntwo wellgliked by the rank

and file Stan Jeffreyeft in mid-March to take some leave beforéaking up his new post which
becameeffective from 1 April 1942° He took over the duties of DAAIR Cape Towron 7 April

1942 Major (later Lieutenant ColonglG.W. Meister ¢ described as a slow, methodical officarate

riser in the day, who disliked cold weathesssumed command df Light AntiAircraft Regimenand

Major Lukas Meyer filled the post of secemdcommand, with Captain.B. Stark becomindattery
Commandermnf 1 AntiAircraft Battery.Someime before this Captain Neil Garlick aged 24 years,

became a temporariMajor asBatteryCommandenf 2 Light AntiAircraft Battery.

G Foz2dzi GKA& GAYS WDdbutbiNah 2Aténskefpatml, gndaded threedMES NB ¢
MNPQa B KAOK I (i &Hei§hRof 7 G0 et @A adevaff wag damaged andthers

were driven off.

During one aiattack on the Gazala Lingeutenant Basil Cameron had a lucky escape when a bomb
0dzNR G Fo62dzi mn &@FNRa FTNRBY KAYd |the oppbshe siReN®thadlISR  Wo
bomb and received a small splinter in his backside. A wag said that it was the problem of having a big
bottom. Others in the vicinity were not so lucky. The Padre excelled himself during the same attack;

he shocked th&egiment when he swore lustily at his car going up in sméke.

8 lbid.

9 Ibid., p. 86.

10 SANDF Archives, CAB Gp. 2, Box 52, file CA54/DCA, enc. 4.
11 Ibid., enc. 6.

12 Notes provided by Major N. Garlick.
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Brigades Repositioned

Brigades were repositioned. When re-organisation of the Gala Linewas taking placeplanning

included moving 2 LAA Battery with the French Brigade to Bir Halkiesm 6 to 12 Felary the

Battery provided Anti-Aircraft protection for the FrenctY5 mm guns. Major Garlick became friendly

with a handful of French naval officekgho still wore their white naval capand he and Captain Dick

Upton, theBattery Captainwere one day inted to dinnef SE LIS OG Ay 3 WCNBYOK 62yRS
I NIhortly after their arrival at about 5.00 pml £ £ KSff gl a S f22aSd W=
French saidas every gun in their Brigade hdided into the air. Somewhat taken aback tyst noisy

show they afterwards sat down to the expected meal, a hoped for change from bully beef stew. All the

two officersreceived was pea soupfive courses of itf

A few days later th Battery Commanderaccompanied byieutenantlan Logie anthisbatman,drove

south, 2 dzil & A R S, tairécGna@ré theyéoundat Bir Haliemreturning by the same route without

a shot being fird at them. Wherthe Line wagventuallysettled, (it was in fact a long and deep belt of

wire and minefields intersperse@l A § K I Yy dzZY6OSNJ 2F F2NIAFASR f20Ft Al
by aBrigade 1st SA Infantry Division, by now commanded by the newly appointed Major General Dan
Pienaar (Major General Brink had been invalided back to South Afrgd)thie northen sector of the

line cknown asWhe Bastio®

South of them lay the British 58 Division- with its threeBrigades - the 151st, 6%h and 15@h ¢ from

north to southin that order,reachinga little beyondSidi Muftah. Runninfrom therefifteen to twenty

miles further south to Bir Hakiemfow K St R 6& (GKS CNBS CNBYyOK . NRARII |
YIENEKQ® LG o1 a | Z8dM3ivednd gedp mndARiks, iadehddieicBvéred by

any military force® Major General Pienaar had objecteal his Division being scatteredone Brigade

was orderedto the Indian Division and another to the New Zealanders, and soAthteAircraft

Jdzy Yy SNE NBYI Ay SR ®ikidioks AlGtKES ToAMIAKAGE ARYWRS NPaee O2Y Yl yi
General Pienaarotd Richie bluntly, (whom he later accused of murdering the Eighth Army in the
Cauldron) when the latter proposed splitting up the Division.

6 Light AntiAircraft Battery

On 21 March 1942, 6 LAA Battery was placed under commarst 8Alinfantry Divien and it moved

forward, arriving there the next day aneklieving 6 LAA Battery,.&, in the 2nd SA Infantry Brigade

sector.It was organised into four thregunTroogs, as had earlier been orderedll guns within range

opened fire that day whentwo M@ n pQa OF YS R2¢6y G2 o nnn FSSG | yF
of the AA gun positions. One was hit and was reported to have crashed. A formatioyaf IJa ¥t e Ay
low over the seaescorted byfifteen ME1n pQ &> LI a4SR 0&T (g2 2nfaged KS {0
FYyR 2yS 2F (KSaS ON}akKSR Ayid2 GKS aSl o ¢tBRS GSNE
DivisioQ & . Q 9 OKSft 2y | NB-150 feét while pir&ihddBoston Bavoc bwombers and
Kittyhawks. The twin Lewis gunsanned by the colouredunners2 ¥ W5 Q LighNZngAirgXaft c
Batteryopened fire and caused an ME 1B%o crash.

It was apparent that the enemy had learnt to give 1 SA Division area a wide berth, unless engaged in
that specific area. Up to this stage, enemy aircraftrimten targets behind the divisional lines would

fly directly ovehead but from now on they flew over the sea, finding this detour healthier than the
sustained fire from the Boforguns. These tactics, and also the height at which they flew when
overhead] SLJi G KS WaEidigctiBymns @ & mitirkus, but the gunners were watchful, and

flared into action when an enemy ventured within range. On the evening of 2 April, for instance, a
FEAIKG 2F W yyQa LI aaSR 0 éoppedddiwn 2P 500Fest & werelzi 4 K
engaged. Two hits were observed on the leading aircraft which commenced smoking and losing height
rapidly.

13 Notes provided by Major N. Garlick.
14 Crisis in the Desert, p. 6.
15 Uncle George, p. 267.
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Due toarealignmentof Brigadearess it became necessary to-position theAnti-Aircraft Troops. W5 Q

Troop of 6 Light Antl A NONJ Fd4 . FGGSNRE Y20SR FTNRBY AdGa 3Idzy LI
RSLIX 28YS8Syid FNBIF FyR Al 61 & NBLI | OSRTrod@ to teirQ ¢ NB 2|
new positions were made over three days at 8.00 pm on 1, 2 andri8'Ajp was mentioned in a

detailed Activity Report of 7 April covering the first five days of the mohtbutenant Colonel

Meister stated 1 K & &AS@SNIf al LL LI} GF2 NBeanclWed\RnptE R2gY
confirming the destruction of one emy aircraft; and a week latein the next weekly reporthe

y2UGSR GKIFIG SySye FAN FOGAGAGe KbuRhathevgriheledsthBR Y 2 &
guns had probably destroyed one and damaged nine enemy aircraft. An appendix to the nydodia

that week recorded that Major Lukas Meyer had been sent on a course at t8e@ School, Haifa

and that due to casualties the number of white reinforcemergguired had risen from 107 in the

previous week to 113 while the number of Cape Corfsfoecements required had dropped lilie

two menreturningto duty after suffering wound$’

WDQ ¢NRB2LJ 2F o [!! . FTGGSNEEZ 6KAETS 2y |y SEGSyan
aircraft was damaged and the other two driven off before theyldadevelop their attackOver bt

SA Infantry Division area enemy aircraft continued to take evasive action but on 7 April, one ME 109 F
was hit by arroopof Bofors deployed on the coastal sectdhat day two hits were scored on one of

G062 a9, inthash@ern sector of th®A FA A A 2 Y Q& BeddReyft lecohndissanceAflightsa dz

0e a9 ,awodurthe€rthidgs were recorded. Ofburteen enemy air patrols on 8 April, only three

came below 7 000 feetOne of these was hit at 5 000 feet by threéfatient Troops. It was badly

damaged and when last seen was losing height rapidly; it was written off as probably destroyed. The
next day eleven fighter patrols flew ovestISA Division area at various times but only on one occasion

did any aircraft comevithin range of the lightAnti-Aircraft guns. This was an ME 110 which passed
2O0SNJ G ¢ nnn F¥SSGX Sa0O2NISR o0& G2 a9 mMnd CQaod
and climbed to 8 000 feet but the slower ME 110 was hit and damaged.

The las Stuka attack on gt SA Division was recorded on 9 March and with the exception of the
ground strafing attack by fighters on 14 March the area had been left severely ekoept for high

level reconnaissance flights. On 11 April, however, the long intsnemjoyed by the Division was
ONRB{1SY 6KSYy (GSy W y1Qay SA02NISR o0& F2dzNJ 2NJ FAL
height of 5 000 feet. At least foutukas were heavily damaged by the Bofors. None was actually seen

to crash but piecesvere seenfalling from one of the stricken planes. O®ati-Aircraft gun had

thirteen craters within 100 yardand another, seven craters within 150 yards. Damage to personnel

and equipment was fortunately light.

Misfire

During this action Sergeant Lubbehavhad recently been awarded the Military Medal, experiahae
misfire on his gunHe ordered his detachment to take cowend removed the offending round. While
engaged in this task he was wounded in the buttbak ignoring the pain he continued with thask
at hand. Onlyafter it was complete did he report his injury. l&ance Bombardier of another
detachment was also slightly wounded bysplinter and several vehiclesuffered minor damage.
During the short period of the engagement 2 192 rounds of 40 HiEnvas fired, as well as 2 140
rounds of small arms fire.

There was an unfortunate accident on 13 Februgftgr a Stuka engagemenf3 dzy | & W5Q ¢ NP ;
depressed ready for cleaning. Two men inserted the ram rod into the front of the barrel when No. 4
touched the Breech levahat must have recocked the firing pin. There was probalglyinknown to

anyone¢ a misfire round in the breech. Whether the ram rod reached the round, or the firing pin
engaged it, no one will ever know. Both Lance Bombardiddalamond and Gunner D.S Meyer in

16 SANDF Archives, War Diaries, Box WD 37#le Al14, Ops Insruction No. 7/42
7 1bid.,
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FNRYG 2F (GKS Ydz 1 {'SThed @mNdhs wWedetbaigdyin thie 2st SANrEattS Bigision
cemetery at Ain el Gazala.

Only about two weeks after this incidegtat 9.30 pmduring thenight of 28 Apri| Lieutenartis A Mc.
Gordon and H.E. Haworth were involved in an accident on the escarpment while negotiating the
narrow Serpentine pas8oth had to be transferred to hospital in Tobruk. Both were later evacuated
in a hospital ship which was sunk a little while afleparture from the harbour.

Reduced Air Activity

There was a period of reduced air activity over the DiviQianea and because 6 LAA Battery returned

to 2nd SA Division on 23 Apriénd the loss of support frofs7 LAA Battery, RAwhich had covered

the southern area new gun positions werence agairreorganied, resulting in a reshuffle ofroops.

The Anti-Aircraft Troops of 1 Light AntiAircraft Regimentvere nowspreadover a larger area, twice

the former sizdt had earlier protected. TheirpfdA LJ- £ GF a1 6+ a&a GKS LINRPGISOGA
valuable assets the Field ArtilleryBatteriesand the attached medium guns in the southern portion of

the Northern SectorWith the thinningout, an adequateand co-ordinated defence was no longer

possble. TheTroo@ RSLJX 28SR G Wv {SNBAOSa |yR ! ONRYl YS.
on 19 April® Theonly incident of note in tis period was arattempt by an ME 109 F to dive on an
Anti-Aircraftgunpit. The detachment held firm and claimed & dm the undersideof the fuselage. The

aircraft took avoiding action without pressing home the attack.

With the reduced activity mehad alittle more time to relax and chat and it was during this time that

Major Garlick learned the exdordinary storyof one man in hi®attery¢ his quartermasteiSergeant

Staff Sergeaniieuwoudt, described as a small weatheeaten man He and a few off duty personnel

Fd WwW. Q 90KSt2y ¢SNB Syecz2eAiAy3d GKSANI 2yS o6SSNI I ¢
why, he said it reminded him of his youth and when presstad how his father had insisted his
education must be completed in the Kalahari. He giaen a knifesent out at the age of fifteen with a
Bushmarandtold not to come back for six months; the Bustimwasto teachhim how to survive He

taught him where to dig for watetto plant and grow desert melons and how to bury them for future

water; to eat insect, how to makeafire, snare animals and eat certain planitke returnechome after

eight months ¥ dzft f & WiBinhezOut leSitRyEs >

April Report

In his monthly report o 1 May Lieutenant Colonel Meister stated firmly that a Light -Amttraft
Regiment in support of Bivisionshouldbe increased in firepower from 36 to 54 guns. The suggesti
did not include the provision of trained bodies to man the extra gtieswent on to report that while

the Quad gun tractor was capable for its task, it did not provide sufficient loading space. Damage to
guns in the month under review had been minorampairs in most cases had been undertaken by
the Rear Workshofiroop He also reported that owing to dusty conditions barrel wear was heavy,
some guns only firing 700 rounds before being condemned by ®ME.now it was almost mid
summer andviay was thekhamseerseason, thevinds caused severe dust stornometimes it blew

in the morning and blew itself out by the afternoon. On other occasions it blew through the night. It
was dusty and uncomfortable; and the temperatudeiring the day could reachll0 degrees
Fahrenheit (4 centigrade) in the shade

In another and later reportyped on 26 Mayhe enlarged on his comments concerning the problem of
dust:
w Bombs and the blast of guns caused a terafiount of dust.
w Guns dug in cause dust to rise up to aivadf 40 feet from gun platforms and where possible
it isadvisable to build up a revetment.

18 Notes by Battery CommandemMajor N. Garlick.

19 SANDF Archives, War Diaries, Box WD 374, file A14. (Report of 1 May 1942.)
20 Notes by Major N. Garlick.

21 SANDF Archives, War Diaries, Box WD 374|€iA14.
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w ¢KS Rdzad LISySIiNIGSa Ittt WONBOAOSaAaQ 2y GKS :
impedes engagement and prevents a chaoger to new targets.
w Each gun hadito spare barrels, sufficient in cool weather but on a hot day barrels did not cool
off quickly enough causing their wooden stands to become scorched.
w Wear on the rammer levers (claws) was excessive and many times the levers do not open
automatically whente gun is unloaded. So far this had not impeded the automatic firing of
guns
One control plunger and one extractor spindle had broken during engagements.
Rammer springs and striker springs had to be replaced on several occasions. The single striker
springis not strong enough and is the cause of misfires but this defect can be overcome by the
addition of washers when a double spring is not available.
He also stressed the necessity of providing protective gun shields for mobile wataedso drew
attention to the fact that ammunition was beingeceived in a dirty conditignand that quick
succession of raids did not leave much time for cleaitirfgnally, he pointed out that mildew on the
cartons contaiimg rourds indicated they were subject to damp beé¢ delivery??

€€

A Quiet Opening to May

For the Anti-Aircraft gunners, May opened quietly and only high level reconnaissance flights were
noted. The enemyvasobviously collecting information on the Gazala defences and it was suggested

that a heavyBatteyo S 0 NR dzZaK{i Ay d2 GKS F2NBFNR FNBIF G2 41
of information. Nothing came of this suggestion. It was not until 13 Mdtgr days of daily recce

flights, thatin an apparent show of bravado, a lone Macchi 200 fleerat 3 000 feet, drawing the
FGGSydAzy 2F WDQ YR Q- Q ¢NR2LJAZI (KS T2 WNaMA&NI 2402
forward area patrol on its waback to base at that time reported it had passed over them at a very

low altitude.2® Increased ground and air activity from it day onwardsmade it clear that the enemy

intended carrying out an offensive at an early ddtey’ mMc al & Fo2dzi np I ANDONJI I
passed over the Divisonal area, which was probably under close observBtiemextday after the

Qal OOKAQ AYyOARSYy(GZ 2yS 2F F2dz2NJ a9 wmndpQa GKFG NI
experiencedAnti-Aircraftgunners; the other aimaft turned away.

The Waiting Game

From the beginning of February the rechristenanzerarmee Afrikabided its time building up
supplieswhile enjoying the luxuries left behind by the Britishmong them 7 000 000 cigarettes and
several lorryloads of rum.On both sides, a period of consolidation, refitting and consolidation took
place, each sending outaily probing patrols The Eighth ArmyCommandemeanwhile built up the
Gazala Line and established a number of strongpoints behind it. Both armies watched each other. Both
readied themselves for an offensive. But Hitler later realibed if the Persian oilfields could be taken,
Britain could be knocked out of the war, and a drive across the Nile and through Palestine could join a
powerful Spring Offensive on the Russian front. Two plans were hatched: Operation Herkules to
subdue Mala ¢ a thorn in the supply route across the Mediterraneaand Operation Aidg the drive

to the Nile.

On 13 May repesentatives of all units in thivo South AfricarDivisiors gathered at Gambut to hear

General L Smuts announce that bothstand 2hd Division would shortly be withdrawn to the Delta

for re-equipping and training agrmour Divisiors. On Tuesday, 26 May General Theron flew from

Cairo to discuss rerganisation with Generals Pienaar and Klopper and it was agreed that conversion

should be @ne oneDivisionat a time. General Klopper conceded that $A Infantry Division should

have priority, and it was decided that the first course should begig onWdzy S Ay f S&aa GKI
A

"
time.?* But as Major General Brink recorded many years¥ater D2 R ' YR w2YYS® RSOAR

22 |bid., File A 15.

2 |bid.

24 War in thre Desert, p. 219.
25 Uncle George, p.
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Almost from the day of that meetinggnemy air operations showed increasing signs of an offensive
More reconnaissance flights and more bombing runs were noted and observed. EI Adem landing
ground came in for adéntion and 4 LAA Battery engaged a number of aircraft during the time it was
providing Anti-Aircraft protection. The enthusiastic reaction of the coloured gunners manning the
BatteryQQ nachineguns was in particular, a pleasant surprise to those whosea#tirthey were
guarding?®

Between 17 and 23 May there were always enemy aircraft to be seen in the sky above the South
African Division more often than not in groups of from fourteen to twerdiyur and mostly out of

range of the guns. Only on threecaasions did they come low enough to engage. No hits were
reported. The gunners had two quiet days on 24 and 25 May when no aircraft were to be seen.

There were other diversions. Concentraté@ahti-Aircraft and small arms firen late Mayforced a
bomber ¢ a Savoia 8%, which circled the 3d SA Infantry Brigade area afléw lower and lower to

make a perfect landingear the minefiedl fencein front of the Ist Royal Durban Light Infantrit was
riddled with bullet holes and aAnti-Aircraft shell appeard to have made a direct hifnti-Aircraft

fire was in fact poor as layers were given too great lead for the slow speed at which the aircraft was
flying. Seven menunharmed by the concentrated firguickly scrambled outthey wereall wearing

Italian Air Force uniforms; aColone] a Lieutenant Colone] a Major; two Lieutenans, and a be
whiskered Sergeantin overalls were all taken into captivityA junior NCO with the group had a
gunshot wound in the handlhe pilot had lost his wadf The aircraft wasearched and yielded up a

number of important documents.
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String of Strongpoints

Covering the lines of communication from the new railhead dump at Belhaameddfrom Tobruk itself

to 1st SA Dvision ran a string of strongpoints westward to®9L y F I y (i NB . (\Boimtlg¥TS Qa .
Sad t2ad FyR 2AtfAlFYQa t 240z ath Ke@y. Bhere wede ravilgNE Y |

columns behind this ling Stopcol, anentirely 2hd SA Division forcegommanded |y Lieutenant

/2t 2y St Wh3IQ { KSNI Sdnihe éséalpdr add/Seaca onWdzydastal fain.g

Included among other unité Stopcol wasl/ Q ¢ NB 2 L) 28 yrR [[!A!S dzi IS¥dpF NE t 2 i

from 5 LAA Battery. Major Harry Sdtzoof 4 LAA Battery was thergwith his tent. It stood out

LINEYAYSyYy(fes LI Iy ( SH askogivelbis @ifors glinders piénty tgfid . F A 1 Q3

26 War in the Desert, p. 129.
27 The Fighting 3, pp. 162164.
28 War in the Desert, p. 268.
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Panzerarmeestrikes First

Now aColonelGeneral Rommel and hisewly titled and expanded®anzearmee Afrika, struck first.

While Italian units struck the Gazala line on the morning of 26 Mag Y Y S$figdal Afrika Korps

made a boldand predictableoutflanking move, swinging around the Free French at Bir Hakiem,
pushing aside 7 Motor Brigade statied southwest of Bir Hakiem and surprising thed3ndian Motor

Brigade, striking into taheart ofthe 9 A I KG K | N & Qa mRS4hSnylOBBEAIMoest R 0 &
Brigades, 32 Army Tank Brigade, 2@Guards and 28 Indian BrigadesAfter the Stuka attek on 2xd

SA Infantry Brigade on 11 April there had not been any heavy enemy air attacks st 8#e lhfantry

Division sector of the Gazala Ligentil 26 Mayc the dayPanzerarme\frikalaunched its attack on

the Line.

Onthat daythere werefourteen heavy Stuka raids within five and a half hours. Seven of the attacks
GSNBE YIRS 2y GKS I NBI R\Bcraf PaRSyRand iBwasksvgportédNRtBelJ> o
WNHZWIQ (2 GKSasS [ 4 ikntiditcft. o &1 GUSINGE ¢ NEPRAMMAIXKDE Gatt@n2 LJ 2 F
The log for that day indicated that 101 enemy aircraft overflew and attacked the Northern $etdor

by 3rd SA Infantry Brigadeof which five were destroyedand about 180 attacked th8outhern 8ctor

(1st SA Infantry BrigadeMary of these aircraft were not engaged due to the height at which they

flew (up to 15 000 feet) but several hits were scoredatout five aircraft. Just after 6.00 prwo

Stukas were destroyed for the expenditure of 236 rounds. Due to the close proxintitg tdorthern
{SOG2N) 6KS NBO2NR F2NJ 6KA& aSOG2NI ¢ andWd G 2¢ NRLIALUDA,
were able to engage in twelve of thirteen raiisdzS (12 (GKS adzaidl AySR Gdl O a
detachment was replaced by th&t¥ WD Q ¢ N2 2Thé tdtaFfor SliNdreé skgfais@diséven JU

yT . RS&0GNERe&SRKdne defufed inJikhéslandl thigyDdamaged. One &tchi200 was

also damaged. The unit used 6 274 rounds in these actfons.

It was a good introductio for Lieutenant GV. Loffhagen who was taken on strength on 25 May ex the
E4 list. It eased the shortage of officers but little, the unit was still five officers short of establishment.
Major Meyer had returned from Haifa on 1 May and LieutenarE KKdth) Gow had joined as
reinforcement while Lieutenants .8 Haworth and RMcL Gordon had both been admitted to
hospital and B Mallack was transferred to UDF Admin HQ as AssisBaff Officer Artillery.
Lieutenant and Temp CaptaitHIJWicht was attahed to 1 Anti-Aircraft Battery for a short period
during the month for training and Instructiofi.In other ranks 137 white and 18 coloured gunners
were required to fill theestablishment tablewhile 29 white and 43 coloured other ranks wereeded

as renforcementsfor the attached sutunits 3!

For the period 27 to 30 May Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment destroyed six enemy aircrafeven were
probably destroyed and nineteen were damaged. And on 31 May eighteen enemy aircraft formations
were noted butmuch of their activity was concentrated on the area to the rear of the Gazala Line
Nevertheless, the gunners continued to be successidion 4 June it was reported they had damaged
ten aircraft on 31 May and four on 1 JunEhe May report showed total of thirteen aircraft
destroyed with seventeen probably destroyeahd sixtythree damagedThree men were wounded

on 31 May.

The Free French

Theenemy thrust south of the minefields hachexpectedlymet the Free French Brigads Bir Hakiem

and, evenmore unexpectedlyso fiercea resistance to their immediate attadkat it consumed forces

that Rommel could have used elsewhehe an epic standthe FrenchBrigade that included troops

other than Frenchheld out against repeatedround and aiattacks or fifteen days. There werel 300

air attacks in seven day&n 10 Junet was attacked bywenty Sukas and¥0JU §Q&4 S & O3NII SR 0o
a9 MnpQas R of Bmhavere Arépped on the Frencl Then, with ammunition and

2% SANDF Archives, War Diaries, Box WD 374, file A15.

30 1bid.

31 1bid.

32 History of the Second World WarThe Mediterranean and Midle East, Volume Ill, p. 236.
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all water exhaustedanddown to emergency rationshey broke at through the encircling enemy on

10 Junejed by Brigadier GenerdM.P. Y 2 Sy A 3 Q @rivei $yKbloidle, 85 year old, Susan Travers

the only woman to have been involved in the battles of iMestern Desert. Two thousandseven
hundred men, including 200 wounded of the original 3 6€8;aped with hebefore Panzerarmee
Afrika, warned by their Intercept Service, sealed therow lanethat had enabld suppies to reach

the French Shewas awarded theCroix de Gueerand theh NRNB R dz / fér NdrJpart iR hé NI S
escape(Susan Travers joined the French Foreign Legion officially in 1945, without revealing her sex,
the only woman at that stage to have done so. She died at the ageinfZID3)33

Stuka Attacks

It was a different picturdor 1st SA Infantry Divisionon 26 May when violent action took place with

no fewer than fourteen Stuka raids ovetsi area inonly five hours. The brunt of the defensive work fell

2y GKS akK2dzZ RSNE 2 F wad¥uppotedNBudingithe redzLD 2! F . (FKiSH SoNBYdD SN
Troop of the sam@attenyz | YR W, Q ¢NR2LJ 2F w [!! . FTOGGSNE® ! Fi
2y LI GNBEf Rddz2NAYy3I GKS Y2NYyAy3as GsSt@S W y1.Q0a 2
Waves of these aircraft, in rapid succession, kept coming in, and a total of 6 274 rounds of 40 mm
ammunition were fired by those troops able to engage. Their fire resulted in the certain destruction of
asSgsSy w yT. Qa | YR { K Smoie)NiRod whith depare fioinNddzSogrie 2ny 2 F
FElLYSad LYy FTRRAGAZ2YZI on W! yinthe @rth StukaRaiddfifh® dag I O OK 7
there was a spontaneousheer from the men being bombeghen one Stuka was Hity Anti-Aircraft

freandfai SR (2 LJzf f 2dzi 2F AGa RAGSET ONIrakKAy3d Ayhaz
Infantry. The day ended with a Stukaing shot down and, as it crashed and burst into flames in the

lines of the Natal Mounted Rifles, the men cheered lustiy2tirA y 3 G KSA NI G Xy KI G& Ay

The task of the AA guns in defence against the dive bombing attacks was difficult because they were
spread over an area difteen miles to protect the field and mediurArtillery Battery gun positions.

The Stuka raigsmade in rapid succession at first, were gradually made at greater intervals. The first

NI} AR&a 6SNBE RANBOGSR i p CASEtR wSaAYSYyld Ay (KS 1T
Artillery had done little damage. The third and fourth raids weisected at a few Bofors positions,

but failed to cause any problem. It was at this stage that Allied fighigpeared for the first timgbut

after several losseshey were not seen again.

YYQ ¢NR2LJ

The Stuka# their usual fashiopeeled off anddivedone after the otherto 4 000 feet in the first few

raids but they came lower in the fourth and fifth attaskthereafter their dives became increasingly
shallow. The fifth raid was again directed®Q ¢ N2 2 LJ I YR { KA Zneiofithégurst RS G|
sustained casualties. It seemed that theftwaffeO2 Yy 8 A RSNBER WYQ ¢NR2L) 'y AYL
day it was again a target for some of their attacks; but 67 Medium Regiment, RA., was also subject to

the attention of the Stukas.

Casualties wereegligible in comparison with the number of bombs dropped. All the Bofors guns were
protected by revetments, but this unfortunately did not protectedetachment when, in the fifth

raid of the day, a bomb fell on the revetment, wounding four men, all afwheturned to duty after

their wounds had been attended to. Three other men had to be evacuated from the scene; one was
fatally wounded and a second dangerously. The gun itself was hit on the buffer cylinder but continued
in action and was repaired nextag. In the southern sector one gunner was wounded. Transport
vehicles had been dug in and only suffered minor, superficial damage

Tank Battles
Furious tank battles took place behind the Gazala line and almost immediately south of Tobruk, in the
area thato SO YS (1y26y |, &he divakitSge swindirig RoNGhd/ fBn intense battle

33 London Weely Telegraph, 31.12.2003.
34 The Fighting 8, p. 115.
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developed between El Adem and Knightsbridgee dy one the defensivi .EZS, &t up to avoid

such a catastrophe, fell to the immense weight of the Gerremour, El Alem, stubbornly defended

by 2gh Indian Infantry Brigade fell; Knightsbridge was abandoned by the Guards Bragatishortly

afterwards they escaped from RigRidgewhere 6 Field Battery of 2 Field Regiment fought until it was

overrun Separate engageemtsg SNB G F {1 Ay3 LX I OS Ay Iff RANBOGAZY

g SNB A ydRret Gaddioed toupled with it was theKhamseerseason- as one history has

described
It was an incredible and unforgettable sight; tanks manoeuvring with engiveaing, their
squeaking clanking tracks throwing up a skirt of dust around them, the crashes of their guns
adding to the tremendous din of battle. The British Crusader, Valentine and Matilda tanks were
no match the German Mark Il and IV Panzers, andfeie Grant tanks were nothing more
than an invitation to the enemy. The desert was littered with knocked Matildas, Valentines and
a few Honeys burnt out steel coffins for their crews.

The Regimentwas heavily engaged in thections at the defensive @posts and at one stage sub

units of 2Light AntiAircraft Batteryfought unequal rear guard actions against German tatks.

ultimately lead to disaster for the Britishrmourwhen on 12 Junghe battle was decided in favour

of PanzerarmeeThe Axisbypl 84 NRIF R ¢l & Odziz Y2aB BRFa Qi KISl R SoF s
taken; and the Gazala garrison was now forced to retreat along the Via Balbia through.Tobruk

After a week of aggressive disintegration of the Britgimourin the Cauldron, Rommel waesady,
the onedesire dominant in his mingto take Tobruk

While Panzerarmee Afrikavas engaged in thiebattles with the BritiskArmourbehind the Gazala Line,
intensive air patrols were carried out by the enemy over theSA Infantry and 3@ British Division
areas. They were quite obviously looking to see what their reaction would be, especially at the
RFEY3aSNRdzA L2 Ay ifuel sipRliesBrversy &INANGSI6WRdE ammunition, in some units,
almost exhaustedbefore Group Criwellbroke throughthe main Gazalaninefields and were able to
establisha re-supplyroute.

Enemy aircraft did not have it entirely theown way.! Wl dzy GAy 3 ¢ NRB2LJQ LINR @S|
moved to an areavhere enemy aircraft least expected to be met with ground fiiteemy aicraft paid

the price. On 27 May one Macchi 200 was probably destroyed and three others severely damaged. A
day later an ME 109 amglFiat CR 42 were destroyed, one Fiat probably destroyed and a Fiat and two

a9 MAadpQa RIYF3ISRT YR ¥yl HNONYRI omS NE eRrEabiNRLEIS R
destroyed and a mixed bag of elevenftwaffe and Regia Aeronauticaircraft damaged. The tally

credited to 1Light AntiAircraft Regiment in the last five days of the month was six aircraft destroyed,

sevenprobably destroyed and nineteen damaged.

During thesdastfive daysof Maythere were no dive bombing attacks on the ground occupieddty 1

SA Divisionthe enemy was devoting his entire attention to the battles raging in the Cauldron. Only

those flyingbacki 2 GKSANJ F ANFASEtR&a LI aaSR 20SNJ 0KS 5A0A
thoroughfare for attacking anthe return ofaircraft engaged in the fight fd@ A A KG K | N e Qa RS
posts, including the important one #fightsbridge. But the meon the Bofors were ever vigilant and

were in action whenever an aircraft came within rangjbere were casualties: Sergeant Viljoen, Lance
Bombardier Pirie, Gunner C.F. Martin and Gunner van Rooyen, Cape Corps, were wounded. And in
another attack Gunner Neman was slightly wounded but remained on duty.

On 31 May 1942, because of the threat by enemy columns inatka and the difficulties of
maintaining supplies, restrictions were placed on the expenditure of ammunition. This did not stop the
Anti-Aircraft3dzy Yy SNAZ ¢K2 RIYIFI3ISR (GKNBS W yTQa FyR 2y
enemy air formations which overflew the northern sector, six came within range and were engaged;

35 Letter to Signaller James Timoney in possession of Author
3¢ The Kaffrian Rifles 1876986, p. 220.
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and over the southern sector o6ilSA Infantry Division, of 60 formatiorien were engaged. A total of

2 212 rounds were fired resulting in the destruction of one JU;8@WB others, one JU 881dtwo ME

MMNQa 6SNB RIFEYFAISR® alyeé 208KSNJ KAdGa 6SNBE NBEO2NJF
broken up.TheAnti-AircraftdeF Sy 0S&a 6SNB | fAGGIES adNRBYy3ISNI Ay GK
Troop of 4 LAA Battery, 2 LAA Regiment to accompany a mobile columnrico&A2nfantry Division

on 2 June.

Italian aircraft dropped pamphlets over thestlSA Division area calfjnon the South Africans to
surrender. The strongly worded papein support of the friendly BoersSY RS R A G K GKS 42 N
AKSRRAY3I @2dzNJ 6f 22 R EnégyNir activi§y retairidd dn & fcongidérable dala, ® Q
although the number of formtions that came within range was less thpreviously. There was
consequently less action for the gunners and a reduced expenditure of rounds but stratmgely

number of successes was higher.

P'd FLIINBEAYFGStE @ youp LIV awih fighteMdsegitSapproachied fwnlthé A 2 Y 2
east. When the Bofors opened fire the leading aircraft fired a red, a green and a yellow Verey light.
¢KS aAaylrt ¢Fa NBLSFGSR 0@ 20KSNJ FANDONIFG FyR
with aircraftt £t Y2ad AYYSRAFGSt & 2@0SNKSIFR FyR a02NBR KA
O2YLX SGSte akKz2d lgre& o0& {SNESIyG alaz2yQa 3Idzyd L
was hit close to the engine and was last seen on fire and moving Wwests hot seen to crash but was

0SSt ASOSR RSa(NR&SR® OHanathet dt@aHgan gt wing\¥aiRusefagelds S K A ( 2
a further hit on the right engine of another one. It was thought that it may have been the same aircraft
claimedtohav®d SSy KAG o0& W5Q ¢NEP2L®

WCQ ¢NRB2LJ Of FAYSR FT2dz2NJ KAGAa 2y 2yS 2F (GKS +0620S
I Olidzt tte& aO0O2NBR (GKS KAGAT odzi W, Q ¢NR2L)J 6SNB |0
was verified by pesonnel of the MediumArtillery Battery in the area and also by Battery
Headquarters. The aircraft was losing height when last seen. The score for the day was one aircraft
destroyed, two believed destroyed and two damagéd.

As a result of earlier attackbat day he full count for 4 June wathree JUy y Qa4 |+ yR By S a9
RSAUNRESRT (92 20KSNIamdTAWBSQI! LINE @K 0 ¥ RRAFEGNR DS 1
0 KS Wjas hegvily damaged and the aircraft broke up in-aird The crew bided out and one was

Ol LJi dzZNB R 0 &ightntfAirctatlBageryand m second bthe Cape Town Highlanders. The

third member was unfortunatehis parachute did not open. Many other aircraftdloiay were hit by

40 mm shells and by small arms fire.

1

There was a reduction in air activity the next day. Only gixsome 46 enemy air formationsame
anywhere within range of the Bofors. One unlucky pilot brought his Messaitch09 F down low
and was hit in the wingand another that also paSsR 2 @H&ddp atlbwQaltitude on a ground
strafing run, crashed after reéng two hits¢ with only two rounds firel!

Heavy dust storms on 2 June and 5 June preceaé¢alvourable weather on 6 Junein fact, a heavy
thunderstorm followed by a cloutlurst - was probably the cause of comparatively few fighter and
reconnaissance patral There were no bombers at all; but of the former group one Macchi 202 was
RSAGNRESR YR GKNBES al OOKA Qac for y Rotal (o300 raudds mm n Q &
ammunition expediture. The next day was like a holidgyo aircraft were seen over the northern

sector and in the southern sector the gunners fired only 40 rounds at an ME 109 F, which flew over the
area en route to its own lines. It was already smoking when seen aedtafo hits the smoke was

seen to increase and the aircrdaf RS 2FF |0 3INBI G ALISSRQ®

Low Level Srafing
It was noted that a feature of enemy tactics at this time was low level ground strafing; but the fighters
frequently came in too low for the Bofote safely engage them. It was a great relief to #eti-

37 Report by Major N. Garlick, 4.6.1942.
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Aircraftgunners and in fact to all the ground tra®pf 1st SA Infantry Divisiom these early days of

June, without the usual attention of enemy air. There was no engagement in the northerm saec8

June and only four enemy aircraft overflew the southern sector. Flying at between 4000 and 5000

feet, they were nevertheless engaged. Two attempted to take evasive action by coming down low;
three hits were registered on one of them. Only 179 rouirdtotal were fired by all thé\nti-Aircraft

guns the next day. It was quiet. 10 June would have been the same but for a surprise attatiSén 1

Infantry Division Headquierswhenii 62 a9 mMndpCQa RAOGSR 2dzi 2F GKS
only 500 feet.The Anti-Aircraft gunners were taken completely by surprise but managed to get off

only six ineffectual roundsConsidering the congestion in the area, damage was mimly two

personnel were slightly wounded but possibly more seriously, two vehicles ovgnt out.

W50 ¢NR2L) YR (GKS Y20Aft S O2f daxtyheirfdéarilire Wak ot félt2 dzi K S
as up to 14 June there was little occasion for fhai-Aircraft gunners to go into action. Operation
Herkules, the subjugation of Malta wasw occupying the attention of theuftwaffe

The Cauldron Battles

2nd SA DivisiorAnti-Aircraft Troops were heavily engaged in actions at the outposts before being
withdrawn into Tobruk At one stagesub units of 2 LAA Battefpught unequalrear guardactions

against Germadrmour. The Cauldron battles eventuallyd to disaster for the Britis®Armourwhen,

on 12 Junethe fight went in favour of Panzerarmeeln the furious battle between EI Adem and
Knightsbridge the generally accepted information what 7th Armoured Division had lost 100

tanks® Knightsbridge was evacuated during the hours of darkness with the loss of-pmen@er,

one Bren carrier andone 7-LJ2 dzy R G Ay 2 F Math2lads Wiich a BuafdL oifier,

described by his colleagiie | & Wily SnbalihdelA y G(KS SEOAGSYSyid 27 A
O2yaARSNBR dzySaaSyidail t ¥qghiatBa)thekafeDR5ahBdbgh addlse y § K S
SA Divisios hung in the balance; and of the enemy forclattnight Yéhguers of wely men were

a0l GGAGSNBR AYfSaate 2@SN (K%BymRBdaySoaNII3xunk British tArk 2 y f &
losses had risenonsiderablyThe 2%h Indian Brigade at El Adem was withdrawn during the najht

16/17 June with the permission of GenkRitchie The nextday, the Umvoti Mounted Rifles noticed

an unusual stillness there. Belhamed, the other covering positiasalsoabandonedthe sameday.

Major General Klopper only learnt of thewithdrawals on 18 June.

After a week of aggressiwdisintegration of the BritistArmourin the Cauldron, Rommel was ready
WgAOGK GKS RS&ANDS cReteke Yobyikion A3/ Juni ke dreW Ay tRefler for
Operation Theseusg the capture of TobrukHe hoped that with Tobruk taken he would be given
permission tgoroceedwith Aidac the drive to the Delta.

It had not been a happy holiday in the Gazala Line. There had been air raids almost every day; up to 64
enemy aircraft overhead at different times during one day. The ground was hard but with m
difficulty tents and bivvies were dug in to a depth of about two feet to provide some protection from
shell splinters. When time allowed vehicles were dug in nose first to protect the radiators and engines.

There was never any fresh fogdmeat, fishor vegetables. It was bully beef and dog biscuilarge
square hard biscuits, potees, rice, powdered eggs, tinned milk, tea and coffee. Officers and men
countered themselves lucky if they received one beer a week; but at least each were given a tot of
brandy each evening. Water was papprack and bitterg just drinkable. Each man was rationed to six
litres per day; and this served for washing, drinking, making tea or coffee, cooking and to fill vehicle

radiators. Everyone tried to carry water sufficigo last ten daysGazala was approximately 28 miles
from Tobruk.

And the fliesthe flies;flies in their thousands.

38 War in the Desert, p. 264.
3% Crisis in the Desert, .1
40 |bid., p. 70.
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN

FREEBORN

Freebormacodethat would begivenonly if it becamenecessary to withdraw from the Gazala Line
had been in existence from 10 Mayfter Panzerarmee Afrikaad swung around the position at Bir
Hakiem, Major General Dan Pienaar hatiowever, become anxious about thdighting in the
Cauldron more especiallywith the presence of twéArmour Divisiors of the DAKnow in the rear of

the line Hewas not going to wait fothe codeword. He called hiBrigadeCommandes togetherand

set out plans he had made in case it became necedsawithdraw. His plans included placing the
Anti-Aircraft Batteriesof 1 Ligh Anti-Aircraft Regiment under command of Brigad€siginal orders

for Freeborninstructed 50th Division to break out westwards at 6.00 pm while the South Africans
held the Line until first light next day. But Major General Pienaar objected strongly XaXdCxrps
amended its orderst this late stagegiving the South African Division until 7.00 am on 15 June to be
clear of Tobruk. BotiDivisiors were to withdraw to the frontiemlong the Via Balbig otherwise
1Yy26y | & QasSaausINENIK- A Radra Adétit h8bit 6f shooting apy vehicles that
Y2@PSR ft2y3 GKS NRIFIR Ay RIFI@fAIKI K2dzZNAQX gNRGS a

Theorder to withdraw from the Line was received at 8.30 am on 14 &mkthe transfer ofAnti-
Aircraftunits to tnder command of Brigades took effect from 9.00,a® under:
1 LAA Battery - lessW ¥a@op at Eluet el Tamarunder Ist SA Infantry Brigade.
2 LAA Battery less oneTroopl & 2 A f f Auhdérl SA Iifaitly Brigade.
3 LAA Battery less o Troops- under 3d SA Infantry BrigaddtsW Q ¢ NB 2 LIstg | & G A (
{! 5AGA&AZ2Y | X RIjNEpRNAD SidEScomyiadRd dlegiment Botha .

Tworearddzt NR W. 2ESa4Q> YIyySR o0& O02YLRaAldsS 3INRdAzLIA X
Tamar ¢ renamed Best Posand on the nameless hillock labelled Point B154, renamed Williams Post.

The string of strong points included one manned byh@@fantry Brigade at Point 187. They wer

backed by Acroma Keep, Point 208 and Commonwealth KeepPBstincluded¥ %2rQop ¢om 1

LAA Batteryandtwo Troops of Bofors under Lieutenant van Rooyemrre included in the composite

group at Willian® Post.The Divisionwas as far as possiblealready prepared for the move
Fortunately,there wasmuch lessof a problem from theair ¢ the Luftwaffe was busy trying to

subdue MaltaBoforsgunswerealsod dza @ Sf aSgKSNB® ¢KS 3Idzya 2F n [ !
Lieutenants M Syfret and GR Findlaggre providing protection for droopof 25pdrs andAnti-Tark

gunsof ad{ ! LYy T yiNE 5 kduk trde2miled South df Acfoin& THeyadded to the
A02NB o0& aK220Ay3a R2g ystAinm@redDivisioh 2 dzNJ wnH Q& | G O A

The Axis byass roadound the south of Tobrukad already been cutmany of the defensive posts
'y B2 54 Q KI R orondr8 vndeii threabtife Gazala garrison was now forced to retreat
along the Via Balbia the metalled road thatan along the coastal plaithrough Tobruk and on to

the frontier Wire. Three passes dowrthe coastalescarpmentwere used for the withdrawal
Serpentine Pasgfurthest west, very steep and narrow)A f f aadAgheéila BaZsearer to Tobtruk
(also krmwn as Agheila Weor Fig Tree Papslhe first was allocated to 2nd SA Infantry Brigétie,
second to the & Brigade and the third to 1st SA Brigadée Serpentine Pass and El Agheila Pass
were eight miles apartlt was midsummer, which meant dusk at 9.15 pm and dawn at 5.15 @am
eight hours to move 8rigade30 miles in the pitch dark wastall orde indeed

1 War in the Desert, p. 251.
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Movement of the Divisios

The Brigades kpt up the pretence of still being active(the field gunnersontinuedfiring to use up

ammunition) - and allformationswere scheduled to move independentill nortessential personnel

and vehicles began to move at 9.30 am and Main Divisional Headquarters left at 11.08ll am,
fortunately covered by the same dust storm hiding the break preparations of 5th Division. Tie

allocated route took the headquarters down Agheila PastheelSy Ay 3 FAFTGISSYy W' yT1 . ¢
escort approached the Agheila Pass at a height of 10 000 feet and circled around befere dive
bombing the pass at 6 000 feet. All six guns opened fire but with no apparent result due to the height

of the attackers.

Tadical Headquarters remained in position until 3.00 pm and it arrivedrat A Infantry Division
Headquarters at 8.30 pm on 14 June. The two generals exchanged greetings and, no doubt, news,
ideas and advice. Major General Pienaar left with a parting $h®tNJ KA & FNASYR WY 2 LJ
WGKS LINPLIKSGAO 2LAYAZ2y hat DLDiwiEnSveuld be/ wipERodtSift e (1 S NJY
NBYFAYSRZ2AYy ¢20NHzl Q@

50th British Division

50th British Divisionmasked by a dust storyrmade preparations for a breakut and, in a remarkable
move,the bulk of the Divisiong of which 15@h Brigade was short of rations, water and ammunition
moving inin two main groupsnd with great vigoursmasted gapsthrough the Italianinesandbroke
out westwards® The Divisionwas supported by € SA Armoured Car Regimenthich wassplit
between the two groupsThe Divisionthen moved southwards,before doubling backwell south of
Bir Hakiemheadng eastacross the desertowards the frontierWL G f 2480 y20KAy3 oé
SOl RSR S E K I “dehelitifrdBatflpdrios D5 Wt Brigadec the %h Durham Light Infantry
delegated as the last to leave the defence lideund the Italian opposition so thoroughly awakened
that their commander, Lieutenant ColoneE& Percy deided to turn back and follow the trail of the
South Africans.

Division Headquarters leaves the Pass

Progress of the columfiom the bottom of the Paswas slowdue to heavy congestion on all roads.

That afternoon the headquarters column was attacked nind YS& o0& al OOKA HAHQ&X
MMAQ&as /w nuQa FyR {(dzo2ayzo Aa/(ENE FUAIYTH Z¢ NaR22YLd A&/@2 (i
aircraft with another two probably destroyed.

I fFNBS ydzYoSNI 2F GKS WvQ @GSKAOf SidvehiclSBsNP to BOAR @Sy
yards from the route whenever there was an air attack, even when it was remote from the columns

area. It took time to get them back into the convoy. All thiégadéd KI R aSyd GKSANJ ¥
well ahead and these vehiclesandother convoyxs O2 ya G yit & 2@SNI221 GKS 5A4A
column and sought to pass without regard for dispersion or road discipline. Another cause of
confusion was that many drivers were more intent on watching out for enemy planes fura

ordinary hazards of the road and this lead to unnecessary collisions. Owing to these factors the
headquarters of the Division took five hours to cover the short distance from the El Agheila water
point to the Acroma byass. It was considered afterwards that hddvers been instructed to

continue on the route at all costs, and had the road been protected\my-Aircraft guns, progress

would have been quicker.

WO ¢NR2L) 2yfée KIR (G¢2 3Jdzya OF LI o6fS 2F FOGA2y:
aircraftintervened until abouB.00 pm wherthe Anti-Aircraftguns had reached the junction of thé E
Agheila Pass and the main Tobruk road. FoirOOKA HAH Q& OF YS R2gy (2 3ANE

Ibid., p. 287.

Ibid., p. 276.

Africa Corps, p. 81.

War in the Desert, p. 273
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two available guns quickly dropped into action and one of the MOKA Q& ¢l & KA G | yR
flames, crashing at the foot of the Gazala Pass. The pilot bailed out and was made gSrisoner.

Enemy air tactics

Enemy air tactics appeared to change somewhat and they now ground strafed the sides of the road,
rather than the road itself, seemingly to cause personnel casualties, rather than destroy vehicles. In

the afternoon fve MBun pCQa s F2ftf2¢gAy3a GKS YSGK2R 2F FadlF Ol
and then machinggunned the same ground. The two Bofors wenbiaction and shot down one of

them, whichnoseRA SR AyiG2 &AARS 27F (KS ayfedrddiom fvirzhbFea & | T i
and bombed the coastal track; three of this group then attacked the main road with their cannon. One
turned its attentionto a Boforsposition but the gunners shot it down. One gunner was slightly
wounded when the CR 42 crashed only 150 yards from the muzzle of theDgung this action

another gun was reported out of action. Fifteen minutes later ria@aininggun openedife on six ME

MAnpQa GKFG | LIISENBR 2y GKS a0SyS FyRZI FyRXI gKAC
TheTroopCommandeihad meanwhile succeeded in restoring the second gun to serviceable condition

by using parts from the one that was unsieeable.

¢tKS SySye@ IANDNY TG 6SNB y20 3JF2Ay3 (2 Jand\zydl) K
N} AR 6& GKNBS aomMmnQad ¢KS& RNRLILISR | ydzYoSN 27
by the Anti-Aircraftgunners and was probablyedtroyed as it was last seen losing height and only ten

feet above the sea. There was little breathing space before the next attack at 5.50 pm when five

/ wnHQ& NBadzySR GKS FdaGr0O1 2y GKS O2y@2éd hyS ¢l
smokig heavily. It was also probably destroyed. Only ten minutes aftertiis MEm n Q& | LILIS | N.
and ground strafed the convoy. Both aircraft were engaged and one crashed about 100 yards from the
Jdzy GKFIG KIFEIR KAG Ado ! { 71 oaounddafeytiesifes af thOO#IA H 1 H Q
One of these was sent down B#\nti-Aircraft fire, to crash nearby. Perhaps they had had enough. It

was the last air attack of the day.

Wl Q ¢ N@&&that théB guhsiwere more than a match for lélying aircraftengaged on ground

strafing missions. The two effective guns of the Troop had destroyed five aircraft, probably destroyed

two others and damaged three, all within the space of five hauie the expenditure of 673 rounds

of ammunition.It was a very cretible performance.

1 Light Ant! A NONJ Fd wS3IAYSydwa drftfte F2NJ dKS FANRG K
destroyed, four possible destroyed and 29 damaged, for a total expenditure of 7 33 rounds of HE
ammunition.

The Fortunes of the &teries

Fff W. Q 90KSt2ya ¢ b tradsgort doRcBaled'td gbfe extént by 2hd gust
storm that helped 5¢h Division Each Brigade Headquarte€dnoved at 4.00 pm and thinning out of
the forward localities began towards evenifthewar diariesrecord thatmain bodies oflst and 2d

SA Infantry Brigadesithdrew from the positions at Gazala the late afternoon, 8 SA Brigade, in
closer contact with the enemy and handicapped by lack of transport began to thin out at 9.25pm
Scond line ammunibn had been dumpeth the Gazala Line before 26 Mayt the Regimentwas

able to lift every round surplus to first line.

1st SA Infantry Brigade

Wi Q | yR WLight AntircRaftBatte?ylere deployed along theoute to El Agheila Pass to

provide Anti-Aircraft protection for the various elementsof the Brigade during the period of

withdrawal

2 AGK 2yfe G2 aSNBAOSEKOES . 272 NftivasteveRcalledido? L) Y2 O
action. $%2Q ¢ NZRightLAntAifcrafoBatterywas at this time with anobile column at Eluet el
Tamar(Best Post). \Wen the Divisior@ rear guard commander dered the'Boxo be evacuatedit

moved out during the night and joined th8attery, which moved on uneventfully with the Brigade

6 SANDF Archives, War Diaries, Box WD 374, file A12.
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and followed the Division Headquarterdown AgheilaPass.Fifteen JUy 1 . Q{ = A G K FAIKI{
approached and diveombed the column. All six guns opened fire but the aircraft were too high for
the fire to be effectivé.Only one bomb did any damagEhat damage was sere.

The history of the Transvaal Scottish recalls the move down the Agheila Pass:
Only a single line of trucks can descend the winding pass, and there is already a jam at the
top. The mass of vehicles is like a herd at a kraal gate . . . . Two Bof@d fine pass, one
at the top and one at the bottom. Gunners are stripped to the waist; the muzzles circle all the
GAYS® ¢KSNB Aa y2 ljdSadAazy 27F (KS&aé&dtHBazyy SNE
stukas must comeSome of thdattalionare downK S LI aa> 20 KSNR aidAatt 2
TheSukas scream dowonthepasX Ay i 2 GKS LI GK 2F GKS . 2F2NA
the foot follows their flight through the murk of explosive smoke. The gun at theetages
to chatter: dead men hang evit and lie among torn sandbads.

TheBofors positionwashit when a 500 Ib bomb fell only ten yards awsym the gun.Anti-personnel

bombswere also dropped close to the gun and Lieutenant Peter Sampson and eight other ranks were

killed. Two 2ton vehicles were set on fire and destroydsly the time Major Garlick reached the site

the identity discs of all the detachment had been removed. There was ndfitiger he could do so

he and his vhicles moved ofhe gun was so severely damaged that it cowdtl be raised off the

ground, nor could any useful parts be removed. It was later completely destroyed by SAEC personnel
attached to the Brigad&The top of the pass was very congested and it was fortunate there were no

further air attackson 1st SA Infatry Brigade that evening?%Q ¢ N2 2 L) S @I OdzZl G SR 9 f dzf
the night andbeforethe BrigadelJ: & 8 SR i K NP dz3 K dHARJunBtihad rejoied th& S 2 A NB
column. The Brigade arrived at the Kennels the next without further incitfent.

Butonthisdayl yR (G KS ySEGZ 6KSYy W.Q YR WYYQ ¢NR2LJA &K?2
42, YR g AlGK (HRfoopsEhaotnbtlie B&foFs ptbably did better than the fighters could
have done, and at a lower cokt.

With no more than Acroma Keep, the 36 remamtanks of 38d Army Tank Brigade and Stopcol to

stem the further advance fahe Afrika Korpson the Via Balbia, the Brigade passed through Tobruk

without interference andhence toW5 Q DI LJ Ay (G KS -eRibyah®orderFit airive8 at 9 3 & LG /
The Kennels at Hamra on 16 June.

2 Light AntiAircraft Battery

The second of th8atterieswas less fortunateThe main body ofrid SA Infantry Brigade lost its way

during the nightoMn k mp Wdzy S | Y R R Arfll 5.402ain th©rie midingladgker@d t | a &
from other unitsjoined theBrigade column¥5 Q ¢ N2 2 LJ agprodideAtAirerait pr&ertion

to the Brigaderear guard¥?9 Q ¢ NRB2LJ g1 & |0 2RYRAWYQ ¢ BREAEZLIE YRS NI
.NRAIIFRSQa YIFAY O2fdzyyd ' mMHDPAn y2aAawngRyu 88n  Wdzy
approached the Brigade sectat 3000 feet andvas immediately engagedwo hits were observed

and the aircraft turned away before it reached the gun positions. The Brigade commenced its move at
odon LIV FYR Iy K2dzNJ fF0SNJ aSOSNIf W ymehitQad &SN
was recorded

Best Post was heavily attacked by enemfantry on 14 June and they were engaged by every
weapon in the Box, including fire from the Bofdmoop Thatevening Brigadier CL de Wet du Toit,
commanding the5 A @ A delr2gvafdla ordere Williams Post and Best Post to be evacudted
Vehicles collected the Williams Post garrison about 9.30 pm and by 2.45 am the whole of the Best

7 Ibid., file A16.

8 The Saga of the Transvaal Scottish, p. 487.

® SANDF Archives, War Diaries, Box WD 374, file A16.
10 1bid., Report 25.7.1942.

11 War in the Desert, p. 273.

12 1bid.
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Post garrison had been withdrawB. Q ¢ Njpided XheNBBtterythe next day.¢ KSaS WwW. 2ESaQ
those of 2d SA Infantry Division &oint 187, supported by Commonwealth Keep, Stopcol, Tomycol

guarding the flank of the withdrawal at Point 201, east of Acroma from early on 143Juaed

others, had gained valuable time foisLSA Infantry Divisioto escapehe net Rommel was hoping to

throw around it He hadnoted the heavy traffic on the Via Balbia aisdued the most urgent orders

to the Afrika Korpgo descend the escarpmelitbut his Troops werefar too tired to respond.The

main body of the Brigade modehrough Tobruk anen to the Wireg without further incident.The

fAGGES TFT2NOS |4 /12YY2y6SEHEGK YSSLIE I|fy2aild &adzNN
threading its waydown the escarpment, past sleeping Germ&nh#s General von Mellenthin
confrmed:w KS FIF OG0 A& GKIG GKS ! FNR] I ;¥ RaNidposskhle® NB I OF
rousethemef¥’! yR 42 GKS Sa0F LIS 2F GK®& {2dziK ! FNAOI ya |

The rearguard began its withdrawal at 1.30 am on 15 June as ordered, and reachédhel 2 F . A f f
Pass at 5.45m. It had been instructed to blow the Pass after the last vehicles were gdoutnt was

delayed by tharrivalof Lieutenant Colonel Per@/®urham Light Infantryhich had not managed to

break out with the rest of theb0th British Division The rearguard waited the British troops
negotiatedthe passand at midnight they blew the road

3 Light AntiAircraft Battery

3rd SA Infantry Brigadgred its lastField Artilleryrounds in the Gazala battle on soraeemy patrols

at about 11.00 pm A few minutes before 1.00 pm one JU 88 approached theBBigade area at a
KSAIKG 2F Hnnn TSSO yRYGIGNBYITE @SIR2 0RA 02 (KS NID QN
no further enemy air interference. THerigadereachedthe Serpantine Pass at midnight. There were

about 200 vehicles, loaded with tired, silent and disappointed men, waiting to go down. Progress was
very slow and military police who necessarily had to wait for the last vehicle to reach the rgad
guided each veicle round the sharp turnsThe Brigade had some difficylhegotiating the Padébut

it reached the bottom aB.00 am andhen had a clear run to the Mrassas minefieldconcentrated

beyond the minefield at 7.00 am and th@@mmene&d the slow crawl towardsV 5@apat Tobruk

outside of which was solid mass of transport of all sqm®seto-tail and ten or twelve abreast. They
painfully edged their way through the narrow gap in singleil& N2 dZ3 K G KS RIN]J ySaa
This, the greatest target fdtombers stretched for several mile'$.

At about 7.30 am about 30 Stukas arrived and dropped their bombs, mercifully causing no damage.
They were the first of four air attacks ®nemy aircraftand although there were no casualties to
personnel, nany trucks were damagedone G 50vas hit at about 9.00 am anitl crashed nearby.

Apart from these attackswhile other enemy aircraft were frequently overheadllied fighters

thankfully prevented any major attackBy 11.00 am the first vehicle of the Brigadeccgeded in

getting into Tobruk, and an hour later tigattaliors were moving through the fortresthey were on

their way to the Wire by 2.00 pnihe last vehicle was clear of the Fortress by 4.00 pm on 153une.

little earlier near the El Adem by passdizNJ KAG& 6SNB YIRS 2y 2yS 27F
flames The pilot bailed out and was captured by the crew of an armoured car. No one would accept
NBalLlR2yaArAoAftAde FT2NJ 6§KS LINR & 2TodpCommartlemé@sSobligddi K y R
retain the prisoner until 18 June when the Brigade arrived at the Kenivddazouac aranear Gambut

was reached about 10.00 pm and everyone fell asleep where they were. Some had been sixty hours
without sleep,Next day they movean towardsthe frontier wire; where 8 Qap vas clouded with

dustas vehicles streamed througBveryone and everything wasvered in dust

13 |pid., p. 271.

4 Panzer Battles 1939945 p.D8.

15 Crisis in the Desert, p. 93

16 Afrika Korps, p. 79, 81.

17 The Tide Turned at Alamein, p. 100.
8 |bid., p. 101.

19 War in the Desert, p. 273.
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wSAAYSyid .20KF ¢+ &d &aArddz 6SR Ay GKS . A3IKG 2F DIFT
the Regimentat 9.00 am of 14 Junét 7.00 am on 15 Jun2nd Regiment Bothaan Q ¢ NBR 2 LJ 6 S 3
its withdrawal from its position. One and a half hours after this the column was attacked by two ME

Mn ¢ C Aidircraffg@ners destroyed one of the aircraft. Another hour and a half passkxtéde

SAE /wnHQa | LhdSbedldBeRcolkmyl.FOneRairataf was destroyed. The word must have

been passed around not to touch the South Africqrisey were not molested agaifRegiment Botha

and its accompanying gunners passed through the rearguaaled through Tobruk and after

ONRaaAyad GKS FTNRYGASNI I uYBctaftBattenis W- Q ¢ NRB2LJ NB2?

Touch andGo

It was touch and go whether thestlSA Division would get clear. Rommel had issued orders to block

the Via Balbia but hiroqps, after three weeks of almost continuous action were exhausted and too

tired to respond.The threeTroops of Bofors with Stopc@dW Q | YR W/ Q ¢NR2LJA 2F n
[ ASdzi Sy I y (iTroap&dn 5tLAAI Battefy were ordered into Tobruk and thewere fed

through the mass of vehicld ( W5{R dBiIFKLI ! FNAOFY W. 2ESaQ G 2AftfAl
187, supported by Commonwealth Keep, Stopcol and other units had allowed the Division to escape.

All had got away except the remnants of a dme@ar guard party on the Via Balbia near the Mrassas

water point, some of whom had rushed a small element of German troops and got away with it. The

little force at Commonwealth Keep, almost surrounded, eventually made their way past sleeping
German trows, down the escarpment and into Tobruk, after the other posts had been vacated, with

[ ASdzi Syl yi DS2 7T T NBcopobBudrk ffoyhM SAA BatRriK sliraadlyyathe Acroma

Gap, to ensure their safety from air attatk.

With no more than the 38emaining tanks of 32 Army Tank Brigade, and Stopcoacting like a
rock - to stem the! ¥ NA 1 | advareNthJth& Via Balbia during the night of151 June, 4§t SA
Infantry Division passed through Tobruk. Its last units were clear of the fortreds0Bypm on 15
June?! The two Divisiors - 1st SA Infantry Division and #0British Division were by that evening
making their way, unmolested, to the Frontier

The Reaguards

Much delayed bythe arrival oftransport from 5@h Division the 1st Brigade reaguard nevertheless
blew Agheila Pass at about 9.00 am I Junelt moved towards Tobruk, making a detotowards

the sea to avoid the Germa andwith only slight casualtiesthe Brigadewasthrough the Mrassas
minefieldby approximatelyl.50 pm

The ear guards of2nd and 3d SA Infantry Brigadewere less fortunateThey were in increasing
danger as thé\frika Korpsawokeg to a new day and an infuriated Commande+Chief?

The 3d BrigadeRear Guard allowedthe 2nd Regiment Botha through and thewaited at the bottom

of the Passfor two hours for orders.An element of German troopsrom Rifle Regiment 115

supported bya captured 25dr andabout six Mk lltanks had meanwhile been successful in cutting

the road ahead of them. The reguard eventudly caught up with Bd Brigade reamguardwhere

there was the utmost confusion. At 1.30 pime rearguard was shelled by gufrem the escarpment

YR W5Q ¢ NPB2L) NBEOS logrredidgkaSsiwas s@vardélySardunded i8 hizlb&cy ang (

was plaed in an ambulance, bdater that daysuccumbed from his injuries. Lieutenant Gow took
command of theTroop TheDurham Light Infantry of 50 British Divisiol!/K I Ry 2 Ay GSy A2y
dzLJ a2 Yy SI NJ (2 ¢ 20 Nzl ®ThgyRitatkeddhBsmall iGeryiad $orce2 they and T S G & Q
the enemyinfantrymenwere almost wiped out. 2-pdr Anti-Tankgundestroyedthree Panzers, with

twomoreo SAy3d RSAGNRBE@SR o0& 71 CASft RBattaliodgwhithEndludgdA S dzi Sy
Bofors guns, Bren carriers atrdop carriers- and 7Field Battery headquartersand 6. Q ¢ NR 2 LJ | Y

20 |pid., pp. 273275.

21 |pid., p.275.

22 Year of Alamein, p. 87.
2 |bid., p. 88.
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three other 25pdrs, then broke through about 3.00 pm and pushed on to Tobraktering the
Fortress with 28 German prisonéfs.

But the gap was quiity reinforced by the GermansThe now demoralised remnantformed a
defensiveW. 2 EQ y SdndNdn &ttérépt vas hade to pass the enemy positiyrmoving north
along the track that ran close to the coastt 3.00 pm the column was brought to a halt by enemy
tanks across the line afithdrawal. The leading elements of the reguard were being subjected to
Artillery and small arms fire and th&roop Commander who moved forward to the head of the
column, found that no further movement seemed possible. He returned and reported toetue r
guard commander who then went forward to make his own assessment.

Lieutenant Gow brought hiBofors into action in a defensive positi about 300 yards from the sea
alongside alroopof 25pdrs under command of CaptalEG. (Smiler)Brereton StilesLate in the
evening the field guns were moved onto the beach, leaving the three Bofors exposed; btithe
Aircraft TroopCommandethereupon pulled his guns back in conformity with the field guns as it was
considered that the site offered the best clamnof a last stand.ieutenant Gow, who managed to
escape, reported:

The gunners of this A.Aroopare to be complimented on their behaviour during this period

when those around them had lost all contribley were standing by to man their guns.

Lieutenant Loffhagen, Assistant Troop Command€drdop, discovered he could go no further
after reaching the gap at the Mrassas wafmint. It was under heavy shell fire. Heund a way
through the mine field, then returned and gave instructions to the datachments to follow him if
he succeeded in getting through with his 15 cwt truck.nide itsuccessfullyand the Anti-Aircraft
tractors andguns and an attendant 3onner followed, unharmed A further ten 3ton trucks of the
Cape Town Highlandeadsofollowed and thus escaped captute.

The Battery Commanderof the field Troopwith the rear3 dz NRX Ay | FdzZA f &id2NE
written in his notebook while inPOW camp, was scathing of the ineptitude of the rgaard

commander in not taking thparty through with the Durhamd&lhere was no attempfThe remnants

of the rear guard were overwhelmedThe Anti-Aircraft Troop lost all its guns, vehicles and
equipment and only a few of the personnel managed to escape the net thrown around the rear

party.

Ordered tothe Kennels

1st SA Infantry Division and)th British Divisioomeanwhilemade their way to the frontier, a good 75
miles from the battle area, with the South AfricaiviSion ordered tothe Kennels aElHamra The
Division,more than any otkr Eighth Army formation, was comparatively fresh, the great bulk of its
units not having been involved in the fiercehiimg behind the Gazala Liné& arrived there in good
order on 17 June and took over the southern sectotkfS Y Sy y § & fartreds. aBobt@elve
miles squarelt wasa huge supply dump, well stocked with rations, wataunitions and spares, with

a smattering of defences no one had ever taken seriously. It lay ten miles from the frontier @nd 25
miles from the coast in an area dfarren desert with not even a stunted shrub to relieve its
barenessFor the first time in four days men were able wash, shave and enjoy a reasonabléOmeal.
wonders why it was there.

On arrival at the Kenneldst SA Infantry Divisiomeceived ordersii 2 F2NY (g2 WY20Af
element£Y50th Division was to act similarly) fronstland 3d Brigades to harass the enemy forces
investing Tobruk2nd SA Infantry Brigade was given the responsibility gfmtection of the three

minor passes wthe escarpmat ¢ Lovers Lane, The Pub and The Cradle. The mobile striking elements

24 War in the Desert, p. 276.
25 SANDF Archives, War Diaries, BowD 374 File A16 report of 25uly.
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were to include a third of amfantry Battalion twelve Anti-Tankguns and arAnti-Aircraft Troopas

well asEngineerand medical support2nd SA Infantry Brigade had been sent on dmesttaskafter

LI a&dAy3a {mpMmBhezBife The Staatiod had, however, taken a deeid turn for the worst

and Army ruled insteadhat the Division wasto remain at HamraBut the same day XXX Corps

ordered Major General Pienaar to provideCompaty of Infantry and aTroop of Anti-Aircraft for

Landing Ground9 and to arrangénfantry protection and necessy Anti-Aircraft Artillery and traffic

controlat GapsHand K | yR {2 | f &2 K¥yafioks otd&rsSalsy iBcliged dndrdedto 2 E Q @
protect the Field Maintenance Centréhere was a difference of opinion on thmepossibletasks the

Division had beemrdered to undertake, with would have reduced to little more than a shell

Losses in the three weeks before 19 June had been the equivaiienBrigadestrengthand some

SOK2 2F al 22NJDSySNIf tASylFINRa SELX 2aA08S 02YYSy

To Alamein

Because of the speed at whidbanzerarmeenvas moving inthe afternoon of 21 Jun«lll Corps
ordered1st SA Infantry Divisioto destroyall dumps of storedo evacuate the Kenneksnd move to
Alamein?® Oncemore, Major General Pienaar had read the signs correctly. He had hetstdan
group a few hours before to discuss and plan for a nfdithe5 A @A AA ang’ Q\B, Lieuteant
Colonel Eh Q Maggs/ifted as much as possible from the enormaiwsmpsof stores and they were
then thrown open to the troop. The hours that followed were lunatic. Every unit was involved in the
destructiong of everything it could not carri?. Vehicles were filled; with as much as they coulbld

¢ of the good things that make life bearableot forgetting essentials such as petrol, oil, water and
ammunition (officers of one fiel®Regimenthad a champagne pirone evening ortheir journeyto
Alamein.)

At 8.00 pm3rd SA Infantry Brigade and isnti-Aircraft Troop began the 220 mile journeyalong,

slow trek across thetracklessdesert, parts ofit over flinty sharp, edged stose; to Alamein 1st

Brigade followed the next dapajor General RSy I F NJ ¢ AGK | &AYFEf uslict O | v
they had left. &d Brigade, with its headquarters at Halfway Housmmained in placeguardng the

three passegLovers Lane, The Pub and The Craathethe Haggard el Agaba escarpme@f its nine
gunsthose of¥9 Q ¢ NR2LJ KI R 0SSy 4 A (KR Niend308 Airodpetatiogfr RA y 3
Squadron, RARvas basedThe remaining guns were splivith two to each passStrong djections to

splitting the Troops into less than three guns haimply been overruled. It was fortunate that no

enemy aircraft had appeared

On the afternoon of 23Junethe Battery received orders to blow the demolition charges in the
ammunition, petrol and supply dumpdn the water works and in the passesnd to fall back to

Alamein.t N2 OSSRAy3da 6SNBI K24SOSNE KItftGSR 6KSy Wi
AYyalLlSold GKS 2yS 2F (GKS 41 GSNJ NBaSNU2ANAR®PQ ! FGSN
YR KIFER RSLI NISR WKI LIt & lo@&nyby tKeASauthdfricaBhgineé&3 RSY 2 f A

Tyres and springand steeringsuffered (one field Regimentarrived at Alamein needing 100 sets of
springs)and some vehicles, unable to be repaired had to be destrof@ryevening vehicles as
ordered were turnedto face westto alert any enemy reconnaissance aatft that might happen to
see them that it was aDivisionmoving up to the frontOn 22 June they learned of the fall of Tobruk.
They could not believe it; it was impossible they thought.

The Divisionwas eventually reinited on arrivakt EIAlameinon 25 JuneThe Gazala Gallop was over.
They were told therewould be no further withdrawat®

26 Crisis in the Desert, p. 234.

27 |bid.

28 War in the Desert, p. 239.

2% Crisis in the Desert, pp. 234,235.

30 The Tide Turned at Alamein, p. 106
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Note : British sense ofumour is much in evidese in the names given talesert places, not onlghe Kennelfone wonders

who and whyit wasgiventhis name) there wasPlaygroundand Halfway HousgThe Stables and Conference Cairn could be
found behind the frontier wire; and the three passes down the escarpment of Haggard el Agabagasuthf Sollum,
namedLovers Lane, the Pub and The Cradileere verel £ a2 [ 2y R2y LI I OS yIYSa adzOK I a
Knightsbridge Commonwealth Keep and the Pink Palace in or near Tolmé;} Y R { Y dz3 3 inéaNIairuh / 2 @S
Operations later launched, were maed: Daffodil, Hyacinth, Snowdrop and Tulip.

Y A
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CHAPTERSIXEEN

TOBRUK

The South Africans came into Tobruk as tenants in a strange house,
and moreovera house that had fallen somewhat into disrepair

Behind the Gazala Line

Besides holding TobrukRSa ONA O SR o6& GKS bSé wSIflyRSNEI & (K
SA Infantry Division was responsible for a number of posts and small columns which were established
behind the Gazala Line. The fganf strategic interest was the 30 miles section of the Via Balbia which

linked the Gazala positions to Tobruk. Stopcol and Seacol were two mobile columns that formed part

of these defenceswhile Tonycol guarded the eastern flarfkeacoloperated below the escarpment

and Stopcol above it. The Division was also ordered to establish the post at Commonwealth Keep at
Point 209. Most posts include&hti-Aircraftguns.

When Lieutenant General Ritchie spoke abo (i¢K2S0 N#zl I NNA & 2noQrealisEEMK | LJA |
appreciate, that the only troops of what could in any sense be implied as the garrison of Tobruk,
includedthe antaircraft gunners of #h Field Brigade, RA, protecting the harbour with their eighteen
heavyAnti-Aircraft gunsand a few Boford,as pat of the permanent defence of the pqrthe newly

arrived 11h Indian Infantry Brigade guarding 13 miles of perimeterand those members oftd and

6th SA Infantry Brigadeand 2hd Light AntiAircraft RegimentSAA; not actually fighting irColumns

anR Y. 2ES4Q ¢ dhed vas 3o nirkf@Ndefront of the Indian Brigade and of the few
minesthat werethere, were Egyptian and mostly defective

hy Hn al NOK W/ Q ¢NR2LI n [ thSA Infantly Byt and mdvddinto dzy R S |
the TobrukareaRdzNA y3 | & SOSNB Rdza G & i 2 N dBatieritvias o8 G R &
back from Gazalto EI Adem to protect an ammunition dump. Regimental headquarters moved into
Tobruk two days afterwards and on the same day, the headquartaemgof 4 LAA Battery also moved

to El Adem. Meanwhile 5 LAA Battery, based in the area ofiuth, apart from providinghree
detachmentsfor railway traindefence dutiesyas putting in useful training on Bofors gunsder the

instruction of 6 LAA BattenyR.A. They reciprocated by instructing the Royal Artillery gunners on the

20 mm Bredas.

2 LAA Battery on 1 April was widely spread and apart from those now in Tobruk, detacluinethisr
Batterieswere deployed as follows :

4 LAA Battery : Headquaters at El Adem landing ground
Y WY! Q ¢ NER 2dadthe escarpment at El Adem
Y. Q ¢ NRB 2 LIat Hadet Sciaaban
Y W/ Q ¢ NZ 2ihJrobruk

5 LAA Battery : Battery headquarters and thfeeops atSollum, but with three detachments on train
protection duies

1 Infantry Brigadier, p. 15.

2 lbid.

3 Crisis in the Desert, p. 135.
4 War in the Desert, p.282.
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6 LAA Battery Headquarters in the Gazala area
Wi Q ¢NRB2LIAY (GKS 1 ONRYlI Wo62EQ
Y. Q ¢ N 2 LJ with1LAA Regiment at Gazala
W/ Q ¢ NR 2 LJ atAinel Gazala
Y5 Q ¢ NRB 2 LJ with 1 SA Division supply headquarters.

4 LAA Battery wsinstructed to reorganise agour Troops each ofthreegung Y R 2y H | LINRf U
was formed at EI Adem. Similar action was taken by 5 LAA BattegllatnSThe gunners of this
Batterywere nowau fait with the 40mm Bofors and had taken over the gunsm the Royal Artillery

Battery with which they had been training. Thgattery left Sllum on 5 April for Acroma, arriving

three days laterln the meanwhile lhe subunits of 2 LAA Regiment in the areehind the Gazalaere

almost constantly in actiorand the guns at EI Adem were called upon several times to defend the
flIYyRAY3 3ANRdzyR F3FAyad SySyeée [GdGFO1® hyS &dzOK |
came in at various heights2 RA @GS 02Y06 YR 3IANRdzyR aiNOQTSRRRYS®
¢g2 FAdNILHKSNI Fddarola G221 LEFOS G4SN GKS alryS R
109CQa ¢gAlGK2dzi GAaA0fS STFFSOU YR Ay GKS aSO2yR 2
a9 MnpCQad® hyS 2FYINKSE NEANDNI FG 614 KAG o8

CKSNE gla taz2z OGA2y G !'ONBYFT G2 a9 mMndpQa oS

Owing to reduced air activity LAA Batteryeceivedorders on 19 April to move back from Gazalad

on the same day the headquarters of 4 LAA G G SNE YR Ala W' Q YR W5Q ¢
into Tobruk It had not really had sufficient time to settle into new positions when, two days later, new

orders were given to th&®egiment it was required to providénti-Aircraftdefence for Acrom&2 E Q =

Adheila water point,Mrassawater point and the strongpoint at Acroma Keep. And, in addition the
Regimentwas required to providénti-Aircraft defence for three mobile columns, two of which were

under command of th and &h SA Infantry Brigades arile third in the forward area under command

of a tank formation.

In accordance with these instructiod®QTroop of 4 LAA Battery, moved into Tobrtk,Q ¢ N2 2 LJ {0 2 ;
2@PSN) RdziASa i ! ONRYlI YSSBIEIQER sHobRalo MB/ebines Sy G
Acroma area. 5 LAA Battery headquarters were moved to the edge of the escarpment, fifteen miles
west of Tobruk, where on&roopwasallotted road patrol duties; the other thre@roops linked up in

the AA defences of the Acroma area with 4 LAA Bgtt& LAA Battery withdrew &roop from the

Gazala line to look after the defence of the vitadrislssa water point.

Several actions were fought by the Bofors guns from these positions in the course of the next few
RI&&ax YvYz2adté I 3 Ayrange. Albroops wereQid actioni durlhid: Aphilasl Yi&avily
involved in bothAnti-Aircraft and Anti-Tankroles. Two enemy aircraft were shot dowduring this
period and four probably destroyed, with nine others damaged. Tobruk was bombed regularly, but, as
these raids took place at night from a high altitude, there was little that the AgtikAircraft guns

could do. Regimental headquartersceiveda scare one night when bombs fell on the escarpment
close by. Two bombing attacks by large formations of &twkere made during the month and several

of them were brought down by the guns and also by RAF fighters who were still at that stage able to
operate over Tobruk from airfields nearby

General de Villier&kecalled

Because of the continuing Japaneseetdrin the Indian Ocean, GOQ\A2SA Infantry Division, Major
General IRde Villiersg who had opened his headquarters in Tobruk on Friday, 27 March 1@42
recalledurgentlyto South Africato take command of the newly established Coastal Area Command
He left Tobruk on 14 Magfter a farewell party taking with him several senior members of his Staff.
Brigadier HB Kloppewho had been appointed to commanddSA Infantry Brigade two days before
the fall of Halfayawas transferred from 3rd SA Brigatb assume commanfilom 16 May¢ without

any proper handingver procedures taking place in the fortress. Brigadier RJ Pajriex senior of

the BrigadeCommandes, had been passed over for command of the Division as Eighth Army had
demanded that a regar officer should take command. Palmigistead took command of3rd SA
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Infantry Brigadewhich was now permanently lost tan@ SA Infantry DivisioiNow aT/Major General,
Klopper found himseltommanding aDivisionwhich had just been stripped of its moskperience
Brigade and withan inexperiencedbtaff amongst whom there was a serious conflict of personalities.
The senior Staff officer would not, for instance speak to the CRA on the StafDifis®nwas
thousandsof menunder-strength and units wer@perating either well beyond the perimeter of the
fortress or being called upon to provide mobile columéillery units came into Tobruk and left, and

it was never clear what would be available for defenaoatil almost the last couple of days.oN
concated plans for ceordinated defence could be made or put into operation. The Eighth Army
Commandethad in May assured the command@rchief Middle East, Lieutenant General Sir Claude
Auckinle&, that he did not feel there was any real danger of fopsA Y ¢ 2 6 NHzZl FTNRBY 0SA
dzI%Xhd Klopper understood that Tobruk was to be a pivot ftina of defencehrough El Adem and

El Gubi.

The two South Africaivisiors were by then buzzing with the news that they were shortly to be
withdrawn to the Déa for re-equipping and training adrmour Divisiors. But, as General Bk later
NEO2NRSRY WD2R | yR W2YYSt gAfftSR 20KSNBAASQOD

The War Diaries which covered the activities of 2 Light-Aintiraft Regiment for May and June 1942
were lost in the falbf Tobruk but there can be no doubt that the wholeegimentwasvery actively
involved during that period.

Lieutenant EW Layland, although captured with the rest of Regiment managed to escapeand

from him it was learned that in May there was inased air activity over all areas and Elbops were
engaged daily. A number of aircraft were shot down by the guns ofRbgiment besides others
probably damaged. Headquarters, 6 LAA Battery, were moved back from the Gazala line in early May
to a positon near the Gazala Road, close to El Agheila, and 5 LAA Battery was attached to a mobile
striking force known as Stopcol. 6 LAA Batielxcept for theTroopat the water point- remained

were they were Although4 LAA Batterywas initially moved into Taruk, it was shortly afterwards

moved out to join a mobile column. Both it and 5 LAA Battery were almost continually in action while
operating with mobile columns in the Acrorianightsbridge area. Boatteriessuffered casualties

When Rommel and hiBarzerarmeelaunched the attack on the Gazala Line, fRegimentbecame

heavily involved in both aAnti-Aircraftand Anti-Tankrole. Troops fought many an encounter outside

the Tobruk perimeter, particularly in the AcromKnightsbridge areaA dust storm n the afternoon of

27 May brought some respite; and in the night of 14 June the Bofors were sent back into Tobruk. They
GKNBFRSR (GKSANI gl é& Ay GKNBAAK GKS .YikweBantANSIE Ra |
Orpen recalls thait was too dark to se the trip wires on either side of the dusty traskd Cedras, his

driver, sat on the bonnet of theone-tonner, directing him with hand signals.

4 and 5 LAA Batteries weagainwithdrawn into Tobruk4 LAA Battery being deployed in the western
sector with 6th SA Infantry Brigadeand 5LAA Battery with #h SA Ifantry Brigade north of the
Pilastrano Ridgeeventuallythe wholeRegimentgathered inside the perimeter of Tobruk fortredke

last to move into the perimeter was 6 LAA Battery. It had beavering the withdrawal from Gazala
along the coast road anldad sustained a number of casualties during this phase. But to their credit,
they succeeded in bring down a number of enemy planes. They were deployed near the landing
grounds. Regimental headquars was also moved to a new position closebiwisioral headquarters

at the caves in the Solaro EscarpmértieBatterieswere all thinly spread out.

By M June the Battle of Gazala had been irretrievably lost and withdrawal of théiwisiors in the
Line was inevitable.

5 Crisis in the Desert, p. 135.
5 War inthe Desert, p. 195.
7 Ipid., p. 196.
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General Ritchie Confers

LieutenantGeneralNM Ritchie flew in to Tobruk on6lJune in a light German aircrafta captured
FieslerStorch the Anti-Aircraft units having been prudently warned beforeharigefore his arrival
however, a telephone message was received &egimenal headquarters fom Captain Mike Stott

(many years after the war a Springbok angler) reporting that his guns had unfortunately opened fire
onaFieslerStorch YR Al KIFIR 0SSy WaKz2 (i sayanns udediok Butehdntt Qd 2
Colonel Howiehis eyes went blankHe picked up his cap and without a wqrlgft the headquarters

and walkedout into the desert. Aftersome minuteshe returned and instructedhis signals officer,
LieutenantIF W C NJ y § @hobnS1890 becameHonorary Colonel2 ¥ t NAY OS | f FNBRQ:
summonCaptain Stott to report forthwith. Th€aptainarrived and the signals officer deciddubt he
shouldremove himself from the headquarteré dzi W! FGSNJ || G KA SQhegl & NP (i ¢
that whateverhad to be done mushby nowhave beerdone® € he turnedackto the headquarters

tent. As he approached heas astonished ttvear gusts oflaughter fromhis Regimenal Commander

and others who wereenjoying listening to Miket8tt reciting Eskimo Nel. Only then did he reali

that the story of destroying the aircraft had beerhugejoke played on the commanding officédt

says much for the character of the commanding officer to have taken it as such

The Generals

During RithieQ visit Major General Klopper, easily the most junior Divadi@Qommanderin Eighth

Army, was given his final rdictive The conference with Generals Gott and Klopper struck an
optimistic note. He was told to be prepared to hold Tobruk in case géatment but was assured

that EI Adem to the south and Belhamed huge stores dump to the east of Tobrukvould stand

firm. He was warned to pay particular attention to the western face of the perimeter. Tobruk, the sai
was to be a pivot for a lineobruk ¢ EI Adem Bir el Gubi. While General Ritchie was confident that
Tobruk would not be invested,ieutenantGeneralW.H.E Gott, Commanderof XIII Corpsmade no
ASONBG 2F KAa 0StAST GKIG Ay@SaldySyd bandingsdfy SOA G|
the columns during the Gazala operations: the garrison made a good impression: supplies were
adequate. Everything he felt unnecessary for a siege was sent awgreat deal of motor transport

filled with all sorts of norcombatant and techni people who would not be of any udacludingthe

very experienced r&d Royal Horse Artillery attached to the Guards Brigade; eighteen hAatiy
Aircraftguns and a number of tankmcluding Grants

That eveningGeneral Gott and hiXlll Corps Headquars trundled off along the Gambut Road

towards Aémein, leavingoehind hima mixed garrison of 33 000 mendK | i KS O2y aA RSNXB
A R& . Bokrakends lefin charge ofa Generalof only one month@ standing and with brtress

defencesin poor candition. Tank ditcheshad caved in owere half filled with sandiarge amounts of

barbed wire had been lifted for use elsewh&rand 19 000 mineshad beenlifted by the New
Zealandergor useat El Ademii KS W@SNE 3J22R 02EQ {sxSveeksivithRull 6 dzA £
permission and knowledge of Eighth Armgis recorded by General Kippenbergehis bookinfantry
Brigadier'® ¢ with major elements of his troops manning pointolumns: y B2 RS 4 Q 2 dzii,a A RS ¢
he had not been able to orgasai acohesive defencelhe history ofThe Desert Ratso confirms that

0KS RSTSyOSa KIR FlrttSy Aylz2z yS3ItSOixQlryR (GKS 0l
battle, had no time to orgas | LINZ LJ&' Nie R&paFtDite £qued of Enquinto the loss of
¢C20NHz2l adGlFdSa GKIFEGY XAdG Aa ljdzSadAaAzylrotftS gKSGKSN
grappled with theproblem in the time availablé?

German troops occupied Gambut airfield at about midnight @l June4On 17 June, the Uvoti
Mounted Rifles, from their positions at Medawar, observed that in the El Adem area ther&was
dzy dza dzI  “&lndeinfwisSdadudién the face of overwhelming pressure in the eatlyring

8 Quote from a pamphlet produced for a Ltigimti-Aircraft reunion.

9 History of the Second World WarThe Mediterranean and Middle Easvolume IlI, p.261.
10 Infantry Brigadier, p261

11 Crisis in the Desert, [L16.

12 SANDF Archives Report of the Court of Enquinipito the Loss off obruk, p. 18.

B The Umvoti Mounted Rifles 1862975, p. 186.
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the small hours of 17 Jupand 2@h Indian Infantry Bgade wasordered to withdraw from Belhamed

during the night 17/18 Jun¥. Tobruk wasnow in the front line. It had beereft stranded.The

featureless plains with small escarpments running through it; with ground rising 500 feet within the
defences; an ara of nearly 135 square miles within a perimeter of 33 milélsis was Tobrulg the

$host miserable and sordid of desert pla@snd it was to held by two understreng®rigade and

two battleqweary British and IndiaBattaliors, with undergunned tanksand no air supportMajor
DSYSN}It C2 @2y aSttSyGdKAy @SIFNAR fF3iSNI NBYINJ] SR
2T ¢20NMzl OSFaSR (2 06S | aSNR2dza 2LISNI A2y 2F 4|

Deployment areas
On 20 June the dispositions of tAati-Aircraft units inTobruk were:
Heavy AntiAircraft:
Yr Qo FyYyR W. Q {SO0A 2y a-Akcft Regiment.(3-icti gimépsfedimsn | ST @
Anti-Tankrole north of the NAAFI which was at grid 41324312.
AnotherTroop of 282 Battery88 Heavy AntAircraft Regimen{3.7-inch guns)apparently in
the angle of the El AdeiBardia roads.
2 Light AntiAircraft Regiment
Regimental Headquarters: in the neighbourhood of the NAAFI
4 Light AntiAircraft Battery: under Major Harry Scholtz protected the Western Sector.
5 Lidnt Anti-Aircraft Battery: under Major Louis Wolf, with Captain Mike Stott aBhisery
Captain was responsible for the central sector of the Fortress.
6 Light AntiAircraft Battery: under Majob / NicdNessels looked after the Eastern Sector. His
Troops were disposed as follows:
JTroopccovering1®Hp CASER . GGSNRZ wo! o d2dziK 2°
escarpment north the Bardia Road.
K Troopg covering 31/58 Field Battery, R.A., in the angle of the El ABlardia Road,
just inside theriner minefield.
L Troopg¢ On the east side of the wadi where Battery of medium guns were
deployed, neaBatteryheadquarters.
M Troopc O2 3SNAY3I HyT CASER .l GGSNETI wo! ¢ a2
Adem Road®
The 2 Field Battery (CFAJso in this area, had not been given any air defence protecliba.nearest
Bofors Troopwas well away behind them, protecting thgatteriesof 25 Field Regiment, RBoth
Troops of the South AfricarBattery were close to the perimeter and their only @gice against air
attack was either to take cover or to use machmes or small arms fire. But according to the report
submitted by he Battery Commanderafter his release from a POW cajgne enemy aircraftvas
shot downby small arms firand crashed sme distance away to the soutf.

At the far end of the quadrant, away to the sowthS & i 2F YAy 3IQa / NRaa FyR 2
itself there were two of the most formidabl&nti-Tankweapons in the Fortres€€ompletely ignored in
official accounts bthe battle, theywere two 88 mm German Flak guns under Major Jon Hdalets
secondin-command of2 Light AntAircraft Batteryand a former CGAcoasal gunner It wasmanned

by amixed detachmentof white and coloured gunneyrscooksand drivers with Semant George
McGregor and Sergeant Sheldoncommand of the gunsThey had no transport or gun tractors of

any sort.They stood in the path of the German and Italian panzers which had swung behind the
perimeter defencesWhen tanks approached their positidhey fought until one received a direct hit.

The frst shot from the second 88 went wild but the next three roskdocked out three tanks before

it was also damaged and the position overrun. B&lergeans were killed; other members were
wounded but one who survived to become a POW was Gunner Francis Mellish who had played rugby
for Western Province in 1939 and was to again represent the Province in the 1946 and 1947 seasons.

14 Crisis in the Desert, p.p. 255%8.

15 Infantry Brigadier, p. 115.

16 SANDF Archives UWH Civil, Box 366, Atrtillery Narrative Tobruk.

17 1bid., Report submitted by Major Morris afterlease from POW camp.
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Battle for Tobruk
TheAnti-Aircraft guns had been very active during the tthon battles where theyere regularly in

actiort but never more so tharin the morning of 20 June whethe attack on Tobruk wakkunched

with a huge air strike fronthe nearby airfieldsRommelthrew his forces ito the attackat first light

that morning, onlymoments before the OP of Troop, 2 Field Battery, CFA, was about to go through the
wire with a fighting patrol. At first he could not believe his eyes but quickly recovered to bring down
fire on the advancing eneminfantry, transport and anksc the first rounds in the one day battl&he

lull was soon dispelled as an intenadillery bombardmentof the perimeter defencesyas followed

by heavy and continuous Stuka strikegshe same aredt seemed that every aircraft of thieuftwaffe

was bombingor strafing the defendersThe Germans hadomplete control of the air and there
appeared to beseveral hundred Stukakat flew in a shuttle from the nearbgapturedairfields at El
Adem, Gambut and Gazatontinually plastering objectives in Tobridearly 400 tons of bombs were
estimated to have beedropped on Tobruk that dalf. The Anti-Aircraft units in Tobrukg 2 Light Anti
Aircraft Regiment and elements of 277 and 288 Heavy-Antraft Batteries, R.A.struck grimly to

their task, securing m hits.
==
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Figure 29: Map of Tobruk

A breach made in the defences of tkastern sector was exploited by &1Panzer Division, which
crashed through theosition held by theMahrattas and speatheaded the attacknito the interior of
the fortress, its aim to reach the harbour. It was quickly followedlbgh Panzer and0th Light

Division

In the face of these overwhelming attackse Troop of 287 Field BatteryRAwas destroyed by

German tanks while tryingp extricate itself and the attachedTroops of Anti-Aircraft guns of 6Light
Anti-Aircraft Batterywere destroyed with the field guns they were trying to protéicim air attack.

Lieutenant MarkiNewton-Thompsonwvas mortally woundedvhile trying to get one of his Bofors away
Thegy Yy SNA 2F WaQ FGGSNE L& O02yOSHtSR Ay (GKS RS
not taken prisoner until the late afternoon by Germamfantry returning from the west.Major

18 Crisis in the Desert, p. 232.
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2 S 3 4 Baftefiyfeadquartersvas overrurshortly after 1.00 prandit apparently came as a surprise

to him; all he had heard from Division headquarterat 12 nooncwasQmMH DSNX Iy {dFyl1a K
GKS LISNRYS(GSNI 6dzii {MREgimankaliHizddguargngnly gust imanaggd t&rhoyeR Q ®

out ahead ofthe German taks. It withdrew to a position close to Fortress headquarters below
Pilastrano in the western sectdi¥ Q ¢ dfl@&LgHt AntiAircraft Batterywas surprised about 1.30 pm

to find the enemy close at hanthey were taken prisoner by enentgfantry and theTroopl & YAy 3 Q&
/I Neaa Wogla 2@0SNNYzy | FGSN) dzaAy3da AdGa . 2F2NAR 3 )
considerable difficulty and, perhaps one could say, foolish bravery

The 40 mm Bofors, with projectile about the same as ap@r Anti-Tankgun, suffered from

one insurmountable handicap when in use against tapksvas loaded from above with clips

of ammunition which can only be inserted by a member of the gun detachment standing up on
the gun platform, which is itself above ground level. Nater how well the gun may be dug

in, loading numbers and to a lesser extent the gun layers, are thus completely egpdsed
unprotected from machingun fire from advancing tankeg before they came into range,
Though a very effective weapon against arnexlicars, the Bofors was neweserious threat

to the German MKk Il and MK IV tanks, except perhaps under the most favourable of conditions.

This statement by a formehnti-Aircraft gunner officer was not quite correcta number of enemy
tanks had fallervictim to the fire of the BoforsThe frontal armour of the panzers could not be
penetrated by the 40 mm shell but if hit on the side the tanks could and did suffer daraageen
particularly at Sidi Rezeg.

Despite the loss of Bght AntirAircraft Batery it neverthelessclaimed in postwar debriefingto have
shot down six enemy aircraft.

By the afternoon the eastern sector of the garrison was practically enar, except for the &d

Battalion, Cameron Highlanders, who held out for a whole dayhd@#s longer than the Fortress

itself, only agreeing to surrender after demanding they be conceded the honours ot wiaey

marched out as 8attalion led by their pipersand the Gurkhas who at @0 am on 21 June asked for

Artillery support, (Lieutenat W¢ dzNJ S8 Q 2 KeidS> G4KS Chh 2F H CASt
realising the guns were in enemy hands. The Italian X Corps spent several days rountlieg up
Gurkhadrom the wadis into which they disappeared

Ammunition

The fieldRegimens hadnot been allowed to stockpile ammunitiofthe medium Batterieshad an

allowance of five rounds per daythe senior officer responsible for ammunition relying on old orders

issued by XIII Corps. dmvhen oneBattery sent a truck to collect additional supgé the driver was

told that ammunition would only be issued on requisitibdN2 @A R § & Faitiess Hleaduarters

and he actually demanded such an authority on the evening of 20 June when German tanks were
visible from the ammunition dump.

The Base $wly Depot at the crosmads near the ruined Fortiventi remained intactfor a while; a

A02NE Odz2NNBy(d Ay LINRARazy Ol YL& K2 f{ RAofficer ekphided K | F NJ
that as any professional soldier would know, stores and egaignmust not be destroyed without

proper authorityQ

OF YYy2gsy (2 . NAGAAK a2t RASNABR | a Ww2o |ff adl NDAy

Luckily for 4 ight Anti-Aircraft Battery the Batteryheadquarters had managed to stop alLifjht Anti
Aircraft Battery3-tonner, fully laden with Bofors ammunitionafter it had come into Tobruk with
elements of &t SA Infantry Divisiowhen it withdrew through TobrukA Staff officer remembered it
and theammunition was soon distributedt proved very useful.

19 SANDF Archives, UWH Civil, Box 139, enc. 5206
20 |bid., file Postwar debriefing.
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¢tKS o®dT Q&

South of the escarpent on the Solaro Plailose to the old and ruined Fort Solaro anear the
NAAFIthere was now nothing to stop the German tarrksiching the town and the harbourexcept
for four of the eighteen3.7-inch guns of 277 Heavy Arfircraft Battery, 68 Heawv AntiAircraft
Regiment, RA. They had been given to the CRA, CalohilA. Richards2nd SAlnfantry Division,by
Brigadier Stbbings, Commanderof the Anti-Aircraft Brigadein Tobruk, to ¢k in anAnti-Tankrole.
They were dug in close to the old rathFort Solaro to the north of the NAAFI.

The gunners knocked down their gyit walls and depressed to zero to engage #wemour. Bill
Bowes, years later a Yorkshire and England cricketawed in 68 HAA Regiment. The following is an
extract from a leter he wrote in late 1984, in which he recalls that Batterytook delivery of:
X2y &aAIKGAXSAGKSNI €3S 2y (GKS yA3aKG ¢ 20 NHA
FFAGSNI KFEF Fy K2dzZNRA LINI OGAOS | NEsinfredibleto2 QOf 2
recall that the first ranging shot of a German tank on the horizon landed full in one of our gun
pits, put the gun out of action and killed a couple of the crew.had been instructed not to
open fire under 1 000 yards, but the Jerde$snot come selose and we had to open up at a
longer distancé!

TheGerman panzers were approaching the harbatnren they metthe determined Anti-Aircraft gun
detachment,their 3.7-inch gundiring in direct action at the tanks. Theyeld up the advace for half

an hour and knocked out four enemy tankas recorded by the German author, Heckmpaganother

record said six at very close rang& Rommel had been near the Wadi el Chtefaecting fie on

ships and harbour installations, but now henwm up with the tanks. TheAnti-Aircraft gun
detachments set to work with enthusiasm and efficiency to offer a magnificent resistance that earned

the admiration of RommeK A Y& St FX K2 RSAONAOSR (GKSANI ag@lyR |,
The range ws short enough for them to wreck two tanks and damage three more. Rommel sent an
oberleutnanti 2 RSYlI YR (4KS &ad2NNBYRSNJI 2F (KS LI2airdArz2y od
the turret clean off another tank In the end the position was takenyba storming party led by
w2YYStQa 26y RNAGSNY ¢KS& aid2tS dz) dzy RSNJ 02 3SNJ
hand grenades.

The Caves are Gutted

The caves in the Solaro Escarpment occupieddndquarters2nd SAlnfantry Divisiong with German

panzers about a thousand yards awayere vacated after destruction of the contentnd most of

the headquartersstaff movedto an area in the Western Sectdihe CRA, Colonel H McA Richards, and

the CRE, Lieutenant Colonel RD Hendergdlowed the Geneal when he finally leftat about 6.30

pm, after he hadattempted again and agaito contact Eighth ArmyDusk was falling. Whiken route

to 6th Infantry Brigadehey passed a fielBatteryg K2 84S aSyA2NJ 2 FFAOSNI SEOf | A
leavingtoo?d y QG Fyeé2yS 3JA2Ay3a (2 adre yR FTAIKIKQ

A Diary

Sergeant Ralph Warrilow, of 4 Light Afiicraft Battery- a prewar gunner of Capé&ield Artilleryg

recorded in a diary he kept all through his days as a prisoner of war, that his gusthard of his

Trojpz KIFIR 0SSy odzae Iff RIFIé&d WoySYe | ANDNdoFd |+ LIS
S§y3r3SR QFyR KAA 3dzy OfFAYSR I KAGD® ¢KSNB 4SNB
sunset 27 Stukas approached tlieoopQa LJ2 & A i A 2 ¥ © atfack BnotleS taroeB bt ndef T
attackedBattery headquarters. Th@roopopened fire on them but instead became the target for the

twelve Stukas that remained. They came down with that unmistakable screaming noise peculiar to the
Stuka. No one was hurt Bu G2 S@SNE2YySQa& RAAGNBaa Antikisraft] A § OKS
actions in the Western Desert were vastly different from wbat writer thought was theWather

2 From p.14 of a copy of the Royal Artillery magazi@nner,produced aboudctober/December 1984.

22 Routledge writing irGunner,August 1984, and also reported by Lt Col Sherwell, UWH Civil,. Box 139, ref
5265.

23 SANDF Archives, UWH Civil, Box 139, ref. 5263 eRort by Major Robbertze after release as POW.
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primitive varietyOencountered in East Africand he thought thatBeing on the receimg end of a
Stukadived 2 YOAY 3 |GGl O1 Xéla |y SELSNASYOS y20 St aaif

Orders to move were received and theooppacked up; the guns were placedAnti-Tankpositions.

It was discovered a short while later they were no longer needed in thgadity (possibly when the

German tanks had veered off to Tobruk town and harbour); so they wedeptyed in their old gun

LAG&E G CA3T ¢NBS 6KSNB WikKSendbig#izyR 6KIFG aSSYSR

A little earlier when the Panzers were approachihg harbour arealieutenant Colonel Howi@vho

had by this time learned he had been mentioned in dispatches for gatlant distinguisheervice

over the period November 1941 to April 194@turned from 2nd SA Division headquarters with
instructionsto destroy all RHQ vehicles. The Division k@ also burnt surplus vehicles before
evacuating their area and moving tiee new locationn i KS ¢gSaid® |1 26AS a22y | yy3
2P0SND FYR 0KIF{d LSNR2YYSt ¢ SNB wshikd Be wasabld tal adbBaxtLIi G 2
2nd SA Division Headquarters later that night in its new location in the sector helthi§A6Infantry

Brigade. 4 and 5 Light Asfircraft Batteries were instructed to take umti-Tankdefensive positions

Casualties hatteen light;Lieutenant Mark NewtofThompson of 6 LAA Battery was the only officer

who had diedo this stage.

As dusk fell and in the gloom of the desert evenimg of the three25-LIJR NJ Jddzya 2F¥ WY5Q ¢
Regiment (CFA), that had escaped theslaught in the east, had a brief exchange of fire against
German panzers; but after that all remained quiet in the western sector during the filgatgunners

dug most of the night, ready for a fight in the mornitNjghtfall found the remnants dahe badly hurt

2 Ani-Aircraft Regimentoncentrated near Fig Trea.l 2 2 NJ b A CBatter lhd Beénfodeiun;

Major Louis Wolf had lost five gurasnd there was nw no contact with Lieutenant Colonel Howiso

2yS O2dZ R NBI OK KS mpatithable/aR eviplajd Hafrh SeoM of 4L R WA
Battery,with all his guns inta¢took over.

Thearrival of theFortressCommanderat 6th { ! Ly ¥l yiNE . NA3II RSQ KSI R dz
surprise and shortly aftevardshe issued a warning order farmass breakout at 10.00 pthat night

It was generally accepted that Eighth Army was on its way to assist the garrison in a fighting breakout.

A little after receiving the ordem3rigadier Alec Hayton ot SA Infantry Brigadbeld a meeting with

his Battalion Commandes at the headquarters of then2l Royal Durban Light Infantry at Fig Tree.

Major Harry Scholz RSaONAROGSR I a Wi stda2NNR v RridBnBnidGeNdas/ 2 F
clamouring fora task® Brigadier Hayton was not in favoof the breakout ¢ his Brigadehad only

thirteen vehicles(Thethree Anti-Aircraft Batteriesin Tobruk were still using most of tiwehicles with

which they had left Durban in 1940yhe meetingagreed toi KS ONB I A2y 2fmt 6Sa
g KA OK U Kigheit od@vrddigRuricisly to improve the defence$heBrigadier accompanied

by his Intelligence and his signals officers, left to see General Klofpene was no sleep that night.

Unknown to the South Africans the Royal Army Service Corps had @mmpanieswith, between

them, 700 vehicles south of Tobruk harbour. The CRA discovered this when he was already in a prison
camp in Europe.

Major General Klopper, who had been given the assurance that Tobruk would be well suppesied

finally able tocontact Eighth Army by signal at 2.00 .a@ommunication was not goodignals went

back and forth,but much later in the early morninge received a polite message from General
Ritchie?® who after all promises, hadbviouslyabandoned Tobruk. The messdgé a bitter taste in

the mouth of the signaller who took it dowmhe Commanderof the Divisionhad meanwhilemade

some decision to fight it outLieutenant Colonel Howispotted Major General Klopper just before

dawn and was clearly told, as Brigadi¢r Bl 2y KIFIR 06SSy Y CAIKGXZ odzi R?2

24 From the dhary of Sgt Ralph Wnakmore, lent to the author during the time this chapter was written.

25 The Durban Light Infantry, p. 193.
26 Crisis in the Desert, p. 214.
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But & about 6.30 am, after fruitless messages betw@&anisionheadquarters and Eighth Armgndan

anxious, sousearching nightMajor General Klopper bowed to the obviogdobruk could not exect

any help.t was clear thathe fortresshad been written off.To prevent, as he later recorded, another

Delville Wood, he sent an emissary to offer surrender. The news spread qliickhe was an air of

disbelief in the fortressone man hearingthS a K2 dzi 2F W¢ Ké&d asguiingitdeNNS y R

Germans had surrenderedsked with incredulityBut why? We have@ i 6 S G S®y GKSY @S
{dzt £t Syfte |4 RlIgy (KSe& 20SeSR al22NJ DSYySNIf Y
many months afterwardthey were bitterly resentful and ashamed. The fortress that had held
out for nine months in 1941 had been taken for a dagvitably they would be blamed.
Inevitably they blaméMaj. Gen. Kloppe¥

The Australians in the prison camps did et them forget it. The two remainingAnti-Aircraft

Batteriesdestroyed their guns and personnel dispersed ragnattempt to escape.

Ralph Wrankmoreontinued?®
Wi 62dzi o Y FYyR KIFI@S |t NBFR& O2YYSYOSR RAIIA
for previous position to collect some stores. On way back find road blocked by staff car.
Infantry guard occupants with fixed bayonets. On enquiry find that occupants are suspected
German spies. | peer into the car &aver them to be ou€oloneland othe R.H.Q. officers. |
identify them and they are released. A litfiather on | find many trucks burning and Mr.
| 0 0 2Trdomddstroying their gungAll junior subalterng and the RSM were in those days
known and addressed as MisjdReport this to M. Syfret (hiSTroopCommandey. He goes to
make enquiries. Returns and instructs us to destroy our guns and vehicles. We destroy our
equipment & then start discussing the position. We are all flabbergasted and extremely
miserable. As | was about to setefito our truck a Jerry turned up to take us prisoner. | set
alight to the truck and ducked for it. Got into a crowd and mixed wittm. Mr. Syfret set
af AAKG G2 F GNHzO1 YR NBOdzZNYSR (G2 ONRBGR gAGK?2

Just before 5 am Romm& G KS W5SaSNI C2EQ>X 2F ¢K2Y (GKS . NR
W NR2dzNJ I YR RIFNAYy 3 Ay T imetGhé BoRres3 GdmBiahdednn thRWiaaBalbiaj S NJ ¢
six km out of Tobruk, against the background of the greatibtdmuds of smoke from the burning fuel

dumps, vehicles and stores. His fury at the loss of fuel and supplies could not have been more evident.

He attacked the Fortress Commander about the destruction of the supplies he had hopedafor

through the medium of his interpreterLieutenantH. Schafer, who had been educated at Rondebosch

Boys High School, Cape Towmknown to Schafer, one man BfAnttAircraft Regimenhot captured

GKSY ¢20NMzl FStf 41 a I y2iKSN w2y RSde2wh®ORusthae & Q | )
attended the schoolwith him. MacKenzie was one of a handful in hospital at Hek&an.

Ly al 22 NJ |BatielELieftedda®d Gabff Gray, Geoffrey (Johnny) Johnson; Neil Orpen; Miles
Syfret; G.R. Findlay and Abbot (initials unkyiov ¢ Sy G A y5i [Aght iNfti&ircraft Battarp ¢

officers included Major Louis Wolf; Captain Mike Stott and Lieutenant Reg Rdgien 6 Light Arti

Aircraft Battery had been overrun in the Eastern sector, Lieutenant Mark NeWiompson had been

mortally wounded. Major Nick Wessels and the rest of his officers also became POWSs. War diaries
were lost and so too were names of most officefhose in 4 Light Apfiircraft Battery were known

only via Lieutenat Orpenc a later historian.

It was the end fo 2 Light AntiAircraft Regiment

Two years and four days after marching out of the Castlertivain at platform 23 ornCape Town
station, for departure to Potchefstroonthey were assembled and marched irttoldingcamps. The
Regiments | & WA y ¢ pligoriersob-wad-@nd apart from a few that managed to escagbgy
remainedin captivity for the rest of the war. Less than twelve members of the, whb were either
on leave orattending courses, evaded this disaster and weteansferred to1 Light Ati-Aircraft

27 Saga of the Transvaal Scottish, p. 521.
28 SergeanRal ph Wrankmoreo6s diary.
29 A pamphlet titledIn Proud Remembrance. 42.



181

Regiment. The Cape Corps members ofRlegiment as well as many other NEAS men on duty at the
port, suffered at Tobruk, probably mos® than the white personnel. Over 3 000 went into captivity
when the Tobruk fortress was taken by tAdrika Korpson 21 June 1942. They were the best of the
NEAS and all were reported to have been badly treagddcked and beaten by both German and
Italians. They were forced to work and fed only a packet of British biscuits per day, with little water
given tothem, according to a few that managed to escape.

Up to the time of the capture of Tobruk tHeegimenthad shot down some 48 enemy aircraft and
inflicted more or less severe damage on about 100 others. Shortly before Tobruk fell MajarlGene
Klopper congatulated Lieutenant Colonel Howie on the efficient work of fRegimentduring the
three-week battle in the Gazal@obruk area.

¢2 2Ayadz2y [/ KAdNOKAffZ GKS . NAGAAK tNAYS aGyAaaids!
Smutsthe SouthAfrican Prime Minister and Minister of Defence, it was equally Isot for a different

reason.A total of 10 722 South Afans were taken prisoners60 officers, 8 400 other ranks, 380 men

of the Cape Corps, 113 of the Indian and Malay Corps and li284\mlunteerof the Native Military

Corps. About 85 South Africans were killed in action in those aniastislays. With the losses

ddzA G AYySR YdzOK SIENIASNI Fd {ARA wST S3scménposmr K | F NJ
it could ill affordto lose.

2 Light AntiAircraft Regiment
2 Light AntiAircraft Regiment (V), South African Artillery was officially disestablished on 6 September
1942 and removed from the ORBATno longer existed only the memories remained

Bit it is wrong to hink that the story of the Regiment ended with the fall of Tobruk.
H.S. (Herb) McKenzie, @Gnember of theRegiment in later years wrote:

In POW camps in North Africa, Italy and Germany;Attkmen played their part in camp
organisation and entertaimement which was so necessary for the maintenance of morale.
Many escaped, particlularly after the capitulation of Italy, and some assisted partisan groups.
Some were recaptured and some saued in reaching Allied lines. Adkk men tended to

stick togeher and help one another, whether in the dysentgdgen starvation camps in
North Africa, the coal mines and sugar factories of Silesia or on the final long march across
Germany ahead of the advancing Russian armies.

Many had left the the Regiment beferTobrukg some owing to wounds and illness and some
to go on promotion courses. Many of these men served with distictiother units until the
end of the way although they served in many different units, nearly all of them tended to
regard the 2nd Aclack as their unit

A/YRE Al o6l a alFARXZ GKSe& Ffglea oAttt BDuiglodefres G KI
2nd Anti-Aircraft Regiment Association was formed. Apart from organising functions that were at

times attended by former 2d AckAck men from all over the country, the association succeeded in

NI AAAYy3 Sy2daK vY2yse (2 SyR26 | 68R FdG (GKS wSR |
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waited for them to return and who did a wonderful job in many ways in the years before they
returned from POW camps were still meeting regularly. They weiaitially hosted as former
prisonersof-war by the Red Crosand after meeting a number of foren Anti-Aircraft gunners there

it led to a a group under the chairmanship of former Gunner Herb McKeBtage Counsel, teearch

F2NJ 20KSNB yR 2 | aSO2yR IyR fIINBSN2 B3GR 2@A $ ¢
witnessed an extremelwell-performed Retreat Cermony given by the National ServVic®ps of 10
Anti-Aircraft Regiment, at which the salute was taken by a forBettery Commander Major (Fet)

30 Home Front, April 1990, magazine of the MOTH®ervice organisation.
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Nick Wessels. Their host was the Officer Commading, Western Province CommandeB¥igdeli
Bruyn

Thereafter they met regularjyon several occasiorat the Anti-Aircraft Schogl, 2 dzy 3 Q& CASf R¢
celebrated the 5th Anniversary of their departure from Cape Town, on 17 J8%@0.Shortly before

this a number had attended a party Red Cross Hous&/ynbeilg where a book titledinside Story

written by lke Rosmarin (one of the former gunners and a prisoner of war) and edited by Brian Lello,
war-time correspondent and journalist, was launch&dlhe book tells the story of the years of
internment andhardshipand it contains a full list of those of those who went into captivigy.then

their numbers were dwindling; all were well over 80 years old; their last functieith about fifteen

immensely proud men took place in the afternoon foWednesday, 18 June 20@3 a retirement

village at Rondebosclht is only fitting that that they are remembered at the entrance to the Red Cross

21 NJ aSY2NRIf [ [Chfe RMBIHWKSNSI AEKIGA y1HfYS W yEA2dzA ! YYA
of the 2nd Anti-Aircraft RegimentafAssociation.

Long after the war, on 19 December 1946 to be more specific, notification of the the award of the
Military Cross to Majors L.G.F. Wolf and N.G. Wesdels Light AntiAircraft Regiment was made.
Major Wessels had o5 December 1942 received a Mention in Despatches. The Military Medal was
on 19 December 1946 awarded to Gunners M.A. Boehmke and J.E. Olsen, both of 2 L-iyincréftti
Regiment.

| SN aOYSyl ASQa f I wafiwen the endfdsInBanienttBeytidist sfofims d@nd the
FtASaz GKS RAIIAYy3I 2F 3IdzyLIAdGa yR atAd GNByOKSa
LISGNRE FANBAZT NB3IdzE I NI N GA2ya 2F oNBIFR FyR FTNBa
brandy and Naffi tres, Cairoleave training on new guns and the nightly guard dutia# this and the

being on the receiving end of Stuka dive bombing was not easily forgotten.

31 Constantia Bulletin 21.6.1990
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Mersa Matruh

Lieutenant General Neil Ritchi€ommanderof Eighth Armydecided firstlyto 2 OO dzLJe@ | at YK2 f R
Sollum but events overtook hinand led him tomake a standit MatruhZz ¢ KSNB WX(GKS gK2H{
defence was obscur® Rommel moved quickly, leaving Tobruk otlo days afterit had fallen
Panzerarmeéfrika, urged on byRomme] and with only 44 tanks in running condition, crossed the

frontier and on 25 June they were in contact with XlII Corps south of Mathé90th Light Division

cut the road fifteen miles east of Matruh. Other unitdlowed up quicklyandsurroundedthe area.On

the evening of that dayhe Army Commandeiin-Chief, Middle EastGGeneralSir ClaudeAuckinleck

flew to Eighth Armyneadquartersat Bagushand relieved General Ritchie of his comménd W¢ KS | dz] ¢
as he was knowrassumedpersonal command of Eighth Army. There would be no more indecision.

The Army would fight as a concentrated force and Matruh would not be defended. Instead tbhe

withdrawn to Alamein to cover the coast road to Alexandria and the desert route to.Cair

X1l Corps led bynaoverstrained and tired Lieutenant GenedlH.E.Gott, began an urcoordinated
withdrawal, 8 A 1t Ky 2 02 Y LISt f AR6Amelypasaed WMatriitghd XRCdrpsi igside the
Matruh perimeter was surroundedut broke out in disrganised formationsBoth it and Xl Corps
swept backto Alameir. i 61 & RSAONAROSR Fa Wdzy LX S| Battgrigsofl> ¢ A i K
5 SA AntiTank Regiment. 8 Arliank Battery arrived at Alamein with only 57 men of the 185 on
strength. The breakout of the New Zealand Division was an epic scale.The 4h New Zealand
Brigadecleared a lane by the bayonet and almost annihilateBaétalion of German Rifle Regiment
104 in haneto-hand fighting. A seconBrigade with all its transport drove through the lane; but th
Brigade had lost its transport early in the afternoon. Packing men onto gun tractordaaktports,
andon guns and every available vehittey could find they made a daring breabut, followed bythe

4th Brigade® 2 SA Ati-Tank Regiment witheéw from Matruh but suffered in the process.

After Matruh, apart from severaminor rearguard actionsthere was nothing to stofPanzerarmee
Afrika in its quest tocomplete Operation Aida andeach the Nile Delta While RommeR a rces 2
continuedtheir advance towards Cairo, some of the Eighth Athen withdrawing to Alameinwere
running parallel tcPanzerarmee Afrikesome even behind. On 28 June the Italian dictator, Mussolini,
flew to Derna, with a white charger following in rarisport aircraft, ready to make a triumphal entry
into Cairoon his white horsé That evening with the DAK only fifty miles awathe first of continuous
bombing raidson the Alamein positionbegan- and the Anti-Aircraft gunners were once again facing
serious air attacks

1st SA Infantry Division

At Alamein orthe evening of 25 June thist SA Divisiomnvas once more rainited. On arrival bat day

the Divisiorwas placedinder command of XXX Corps @hd CorpsCommanderLieutenant General

CW.M. Norrie, decided that the whole bthe Divsion would occupyd KS 9t 1 £ YSAYy W
f20Ft Al Qd ¢KS vEHsteiNBEsEuatibrd WereWssiRdE 42 9.08 Ipréi on 26 June for the

three Brigade to move intotheir positionsin the defned area® The AlanS A y s B feMains

Infantry Brigadier, p. 127

War in the Desert, p. 338.

Crisis in the Desert, p.258.

Ibid., p. 239 and War ithe Desert, p. 243
War in the Desert, pp. 236, 237.
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known ¢ was occupied only four days before the arrival of the enemy advanced forc&® June
1942 Men dug furiously, clearing out the siltddrtifications they had dug after arrival in Egypt,
adding wire and laying mines todin front. Further west at Deir el Shein, near the end of the Ruweisat
Ridge, stood the 18 Indian Infantry Brigade, newly arrived from Iraq asdo digging hastilyand
nine miles south wastb New Zealand Brigad®\eitherBrigadeat that stage had anxrtillery support.

New Dispositions

On B June, after a discussion between Gen@&ailClaudéuckinle& and Major GeneraDanPienaar,
1st and 2hd SA Infantry Brigades were instructed to form molidtle groups outside the Alamein
Box. 2nd SA Infanty Brigade Battle Group, under Brigadie. ©e W du Toit, moved to an area two
miles southwest of the perimeter and about a mile west of Alam el Onsol; astBiligade- with 1
Light AntiAircraft Battery¢ only with eleven guns in actiondeployedfour miles south of the El
Alamein Box and just north of Ruweisat Ridg8atteryfrom 1 Light AntiAircraft Regiment was with
each of the three battle group3.hree guns from light AntiAircraft Batterywere out of action and
required workshop attentionTwo were soon repaired and returnelly Advance Division Workshop,
but one gun was moved to Rear Division Workshop and then transferred to Base Ordnance Depot as
BLR, reducing thBatteryto ten guns.This number was further reduced by deploying three g(ts
Troop) to protect Main Headquarterdst SA Infantry Division.

The AnttAircraft Gunners

On 1 July 1942the rear headquarters of 1 Light Awtircraft Regiment was at South African Base,
Helwan; the Advance Headquarters, with Lieutenant Colonel Me@td a staff of a batmadriver
and two signalerswas at Main Headquarters,siiSA Infantry Division. 1 Light A#tircraft Battery
with nine guns was under command oBtISA Infantry Brigadé the Central Sector (one gun was
temporally with 2 LAA Battg); 2 Light AntiAircraft Battery with nine guns wais the Southern Sector
and under command o2nd SA Infantry Brigade, and 3 Light AAticraft Battery with nine guns was
under command of 3rd SA Infantry Brigade in the Alamein Box.BHtiery also hal three guns
cowering theDivisionheadquarters, but thanaintask of theAnti-Aircraft guns was protection of the
field guns® The mediunmRegimentunder command was protected by ligAnti-Aircraftguns provided
by the Royal Artillery

Allied air superidty ensured thatengagement of hostile aircraftagcomparatively limited. Bombing
radsonst{! LYFlIYyiNE S5AQGA&aA2Y 6SNBE YAfR Ay O2YLJ NAa
continued to engage Allied aircraft over the sector held by the Soutltass. On a number of
occasions lowlying Hurricanes, Tomahawks and Kittyhawks were saved from the faster
Messerschmitts by the guns oflight AntiAircraft Battery’ The lightAnti-Aircraft Batterywith 2nd SA
Infantry Brigade recorded that twelve Sagcbombed their areagompletely destroying one gukilling
Bombardier P.J. Collins and Lance Bombardier T.Y. Graham. Sergeant D.W. Deffovageid.E.
Shaw¢ 1 KS £ I ( G S NJdied oMdwlaglsc thieASErgeangh@t day and Shaw two days later.
Gunners Hanserkiarms, Mulligan and Tucker suffered from shodke Stukavas shot dowrand the
gunnersof 1st SA Infantry Brigade also brought down another. The pildetdaout and was taken
prisoner. 1 Squadron, SAAF, also intercepted the Stukas asdetdrded that all fifteen Stukas, in
three groups each of five aircrafhaytherefore have been shot dow?.

Personnel

The white other rank establishmendn the Anti-Aircraft Regimentwas depleted to almost a bare
minimum, due to the number of casltees. Those killed in action or wounded had been the result
mostly of shell firee Men remaining on the guns were beginning to feel the strain; they had been in
continuous action for nine monthg 1st SA Infantry Brigade longer than any other in EightimyAr
Complaints of eye strain showed a rapid increase and the loss of a large numberiéivet layers
Gontinual eye strain and lack of leave all resulted in a loss of efficiébificers came and went.

6 SANDF Archives, War Diaries, Boz WD 374, file A17.
7 bid.
8 War in the Desert, p. 359.



185

Lieutenant Gl Louw was admitted to hospitalno29 June and on 3 July five officetdeutenants FA.
Tilbury, X vanP. Klerckand (Sir) LL Richardsonand 2hd Lieutenant Gl Rackstraw were taken on
strength as reinforcementsThe fifth one was Lieutenant.RG. McLeod who replaced the sigsal
officer, Lieutenant IES Bell? A strengthreturn of 4 July indicated thafl82 white and 93 coloured
reinforcementswere necessary, the total includeda shortage of sixteen Sergeant and fourteen
Bombardies. The number rose 802 white and 127 coloed gunners by 18 July

Another group of officers was taken on strength on 7 July. Lieuten&iRRyres and SV.A. Tacon

were postedto Regimental Headquarters and so didRG-ergusoncas Regimental Subaltern; while
Lieutenant IG. Pierce was transfeed to the Regimentdirect from the Anti-Aircraft Schoql Cape

Town On 12 July Lieutenantl® de B. Forsyth was sent to SA Base for return to the Unitite

transport officer of 3 LAA Batteryieutenant H.H. Horns was wounded the next daggeven days

later Lieutenant FHeymann arrived from the reinforcement pool aadd so did Lieutenant C.J. Louw

gK2 NBUGAINYySR WSE K2alLAdGlftQ 6KSNB KS KFIR 06SSy aay

¢tKS Y. 2EQ

The 3d SA Infantry Brigade Group, reinforced b@manpanyfrom 2nd Regiment Btha, one from the

bl dl f az2dzyiSR wAFTtSaz FyR Wl Q /[/2YLIlye 2F GKS
responsibility for the Alamein Badxom 28 June BrigadierRJ Palmef 3rd South Africaninfantry

Brigade- with a total of only about one thousaridfantrymenin his threeBattaliors - held a line some

seven miles longA number of the previously prepared defensive positiamsthe southern and

eastern sectors of the perimetavere unmanned due t@ lack of troops! f f WaA2FGQ GSKA Of
not requred for fighting were sentto the reat. KS a2 dzi KSNJY Ff I yidqAmblred WYO2 O
Brigade and 4t and hd SA Infantry Brigades KA OK f & (2 GKS &a2dziKX Y2NB
and 18h Indian Brigadet Deir el Sheif® Meanwhile elements ofighth Army streamed through the

gap in the Alamein defences; vehicles were ns#il, both on the Via Balbia and on the dirt road
alongside the railway lin€.

At 11.30 am on 29 June, Brigade informed the Rand Light Infawiiigh occupieda post astide the

railway line and the Via Balbithat the enemy was only 12 miles away and the minefield gap had to

be closed immediately; but with the stream of traffic passing through it was impossible. Three and a

half hours later traffic was still as solid&sg# SN ! RSOl OKYSyd 2F GKS 5dz1 S
were the last through the gap before it was closed in the early morning of 30*3une.

Rommel, anxious to reach the Deltad despite the fact that his troops were tiradid not hesitateto

move his Panzerarmedorward from Matruh, On 30 June his advance forces weseen approaching
Alameinand were within 4000 yardsof the BoxQwhen the guns of 1 Field Regiment (CFA) under
Lieutenant Colonelohn Gordon Grayopened fire to signal the stariof the first Battle of Alamein.

Two attempts to move forward were stopped. The Germans had no idea that the South Africans were
occupying the Box. They believed that the British X Corps withlfflian and 5€h British Divisions,

both badly bruised, werbolding bothit and a position to the south at Deir el Aby&ind they believed

the southern sector of the soalled line was held by Xl Corps witst Armoured andthe New
Zealand and th Indian Divisions. By nightfall on 30 June it was obvious thaittack was about to

take placet?

The First Dayf July

A mgor attack was launchedhe next morningby 9Gh Light Divisionwith Ariete Armoured and
Trieste Motorised Divisions in suppo#t 3.20 amB0th LightDivision moved forward and coléd with
the Alamein defenceslhey had veered too far north in their night marahstead ofswingng south of
i KS & .cat th€coast road to the east of it, as they had done at Tobruk and Matruh. Weey

% Ibid.

10 |bid., pp. 244,345.

11 Rand Light Infantry, p. 176.
2 |bid., p. 177.

3 War in the Desert, p. 350.
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halted by heavy firewvhich drove them to take coverhen only 2 000 yards from the positions held by

the Imperial Light Hors&@ heymoved further southbut by 7.30 am were pinned down front of Rand

Light Infantry.Well after midday 90th Light resumed their advance but were halted by extremely
heavyArtillery fire. Theycould not make any progres§.hey were forced to take covet. K S W. 2 EQ 4|
already proving a harder nut to crack than the tired German trdugusexpected.Later that daythe

British Armour, which had stayed placid up till then, crept dausly along Ruweisat Ridgewards

Deir el Shein and drove tbPanzer before it.

South of 9Gh Light the Afrika Korpslundered intothe K I & G A f &  LIMIDEeH eNShdvandto 2 E Q
their dismay they were held up for the rest of the ddize 18&h IndianInfantry Brigadehad the grim
privilege of being the last IndidBrigadeto succumb to a German assault, but at Deir el Shein 28th

guns hastily allocated to itfrom three differentRegimens, the formation held up the German tanks
decisivelyfor eight hours of bitter fightingand reduced theAfrika Korpsfrom 55 to 37 tanks.
However, ly 7.00 pmthe position held by the IndiaBrigadewasoverrunand 2 000menwere taken
prisoner. Twentythree guns were either destroyed or taken intact. Bug timetableof the Korpshad

been thrown completely out okilter. By that evening any hope that Rommel may have had of
bursting past Alamein, had vanish¥dHis timetable had been thrown completely out of gear.

Whestandof the IndianBrigadewas almost tle last in the old style, while simultaneously to the north
the South Africans made the first in the néW.

Figure 30: The Alamein Box, which included 3 AAidrcraft Battery of 1 Light AntAircraft Regiment in its defences

Trommelfeuer

After they moved southward, towards the positions held by the Rand Light Infah&@0th Light ran
into a Trommelfeuer The tremendous and co-ordinated cannonade that stopped the 90 Light
Division was a converging fire from the thrRegimers of the South African Artillery and the sen
desert mediumRegiment® It was the first ceordinated cannonade of the desert campaidie War
Diary of 9@h Light record¥ W c breédksybut in théivisiorX & CBupply columns and even parts of
fighting unitswithdrew but they werestopped by the energetic action of senior officeffie Division

14 Afrika Korps, p. 95.

15 Gunners at War, p. 185.
18 1bid.

7 War in the Desert, p. 352.














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































