
SCHOOL OF ARTILLERY MEMORIAL SERVICE 

 
School of Artillery Memorial Dome  

 

On 9 September, the School of Artillery held their Annual Memorial Service which coincided 
with the unit’s birthday. The Service was of a very high standard befitting a unit of this 
stature. This was the second occasion on which this Service was held at the new memorial 
dome.  

 

HISTORY SCHOOL OF ARTILLERY MEMORIAL DOME 

The School of Artillery memorial terrain was planned in April 2021 with the approval authority at the 
time, being Acting Officer Commanding Lt Col W.M. Botha. 

Terrain was identified next to Ogilvies Oak and facing north. A round structure with tin hat roof, two 
walls of honour, School of Artillery badge in the centre, two openings where plants can rank on 
trellis and 4 benches were arranged around Memorial. The paving leads you to the entrance of the 
Memorial with 2 x 25 Pdr barrels on the side of the paving, mounted at an angle, suggesting opening 
data. The two G1 barrels were fitted with tampions a 25 Pdr cartridge and sealed off with the Units 
Coin. Star Jasmine, Lavender and Viburnum grow around the Memorial and at the entrance.  

GV1 25 Pdr Gun that was on display at the unit’s entrance, was refurbished by Denel Land Systems 
and is now in use as the Ceremonial Gun during the Memorial Service for firing the salvo.  

The project name was Memorial Dome. Construction of the Memorial Dome started on 1 October 
2020.  

The aim of the Memorial Dome is to honour all members that passed on in service at the School of 
Artillery. A Memorial Service will be held every year on the Friday that is closest to the  7th 

September, which is the unit’s birthday. 

The Memorial Roll of Honour is divided into four columns namely, Pro Patria – members who paid 
the highest price outside the borders of South Africa, Internally Deployed – members who paid the 
highest price within the borders of South Africa during operations, Active Service – members who 
passed on during service at the School of Artillery, PSAPS – members who passed on during service 
at the School of Artillery.  



On 10 September 2021 the Memorial Dome was officially unveiled by Col S.T.J. Johnson and the first 
Memorial Dome Service was conducted. The Tin Hat Roof was completed and mounted on 22 
August 2022.  

The 2022 Service was preceded by a short ceremony during which the OC, Col Johnson, made a 
presentation to Gnrs Bloem and Andersen in recognition of their contribution to the Memorial 
Dome. 

 
 

 
Col Johnson, Gnr Andersen, Gnr Bloem, RSM van Zyl  

 
 


