
UNVEILING OF TWO TRANSVAAL HORSE ARTILLERY RESTORED GRAVESTONES 
FROM THE 1922 RAND REVOLT 

 

 
 

On 28 October, 2022 Maj Gen Roy Andersen (Rtd) unveiled restored gravestones of two gunners of 
the Transvaal Horse Artillery who were killed by sniper fire during the 1922 Rand Revolt. They were 
Gunners Thomas Perridge and Mathew Walsh.  
 
 

                                                   
 
BACKGROUND TO THE REVOLT 
 
The 1922 Rand Revolt was a sad chapter in South African history. 
 
Following a significant drop in the gold price the mining houses tried to cut costs by decreasing 
wages and by opening certain supervisory jobs to cheaper black employees. In December 1921 the 
white miners went on strike in protest. They armed themselves and took over the towns of Benoni 
and Brakpan as well as the suburbs of Fordsburg and Jeppe.  
 



Prime Minister Jan Smuts crushed the rebellion using 20 000 troops including the Active Citizen 
Force.  
 
The THA participated in the epic Battle of Brixton Ridge during the Revolt.  
 
ROLE OF THE THA IN THE BATTLE OF BRIXTON RIDGE 

 
 On that Friday morning, 10 March 1922, a force of strikers moved through Vrededorp, and groups 
armed with rifles were soon spreading along the top of the ridge. One section from Fordsburg took 
up position in a classroom on the second floor of Cottesloe School, quite near Auckland Park; 
another took cover in the Milner Park Junior School, but nothing happened till about 4 p.m. Then 
someone on the ridge fired a shot which acted like a signal for a heavy fusillade of rifle fire, which 
Maj Adler (THA) reckoned to be obviously a prelude to an attack on the camp at Auckland Park.  
 
 The gunners and police, reinforced by IMPERIAL LIGHT HORSE A Squadron replied vigorously, which 
discouraged the strikers, but Gnr M.L.C. Walsh was killed. Gnr J.T. Perridge – who was over 60 and 
had given a fictitious age – died of wounds, and Gnr A.H. Prince and about eight of the Special Police 
were wounded. Heavy casualties seemed to have been inflicted on the revolutionary forces. 
Telephone lines to the Drill Hall had been cut at 3 p.m., but that evening a troop of the ILH arrived to 
reinforce the infantry in the area north of Brixton Ridge, where Maj Adler was placed in command. 
The possibility of a night attack on the strikers was considered, but owing to shortage of troops the 
idea as abandoned, and both sides held their positions during the hours of darkness.  
 
 An attack on the ridge was planned for the next day, using the Durban Light Infantry, Witwatersrand 
Rifles, Rand Light Infantry, Imperial Light Horse, a reserve detachment of the Transvaal Scottish and 
SAMR troops.  
 
 Maj Adler had reported to the Drill Hall with his remaining three guns on the arrival of the ILH, but 
the rest of the battery personnel stayed at the Battery Headquarters under Capt Hely-Hutchinson to 
co-operate with the infantry. The guns were ordered out to Jan Smuts Avenue, near which they took 
up position before Col E.F. Thackeray, a veteran of Delville Wood, launched an attack from the 
showground area on the strikers’ positions along Brixton Ridge. The Knobkerrie Commando, from 
the upper floor of Cottesloe School, had a commanding view of the troops’ line of approach and 
could see aircraft bombing strikers’ strongpoints over towards Newlands and Sophiatown. An attack 
by the Transvaal Scottish was being strongly opposed outside the south-west corner of the 
showground where the gasworks were later situated. They were crossing the tracks of the railway 
siding.  
 
 At 11 a.m. on 11 March, the guns opened fire on Cottesloe School and Brixton Ridge to cover the 
advance of Col Thackeray’s force. Firing over open sights, the THA put 34 rounds onto the ridge, and 
“Gunner” Magg in a role rather different from that he had played in the RFA in France, scored a 
direct hit on the school. The shot penetrated the wall of the building high up, and sent the Fordsburg 
Knobkerries scurrying out in a cloud of dust.  
 
   A detachment under Lt A.G. Lewis, including Bdr G.M. Harrison who was destined to command the 
THA years later, took part in the attack immediately south of Battery Headquarters. Badly shaken by 
the air force bombing and the THA shelling, to which they had no adequate reply, the strikers were 
no match for the Active Citizen Force infantry, who pressed on with support from Lewis’s 
detachment from the Diocesan Hostel. Troops clambered up the right flank of Brixton Ridge and put 
in heavy rifle and machine-gun fire against the revolutionaries before white flags went up, and about 
1 700 of them were rounded up. Lt Lewis’s detachment became an outpost guarding Brixton 



Reservoir, where they dug in for the night. The tower was occupied by himself and a party including 
Bdr Harrison, as an observation post.  
 
 Brixton Ridge being firmly in their hands, the Government forces now planned their assault on 
Fordsburg. 
 
 
UNVEILING 

 
 

 
 

               
                      The unveiling                            The Rev Witbooi reading the inscription on the gravestone 
 
 



The unveiling ceremony in Brixton Cemetery was well attended. Maj Gen Roy Andersen (Rtd) 
(Chairman of the THA Heritage Trust) gave a short speech describing the role of the THA IN 1922 and 
the background to restoration of the two gravestones. Rev Peter Witbooi delivered a prayer at each 
site. After the unveiling, a flower was laid on the gravestone of Gnr Perridge by Lt Col Colin Pollock 
(Trustee of the THA Heritage Trust) and by Mrs Sarah Welham of the Friends of the Johannesburg 
Cemeteries at the gravestone of Gnr Walsh. Col Ivor Rimmer (Rtd) acted as the MC and Piper Own 
Hendry played the lament at each grave.  
 
The unveiling was followed by a luncheon at Steel Helmet Shellhole.  
 

THA (Now Sandfontein Artillery Regiment) veterans and members 
 

 
The congregation 

 
 


