Speech by the President of the UNC-AFN Association

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Mr President Kevin Aston, distinguished members,
It is a great honour and a genuine pleasure to welcome you here today.

The UNC-AFN-Soldats de France Association of Saint-Denis d'Orques extends its
warmest welcome to you. Your presence here means a great deal to us.

France and South Africa share a common history, forged more than a century ago
on the battlefields of the First World War. Today, we remember the soldiers of the
South African Infantry Brigade, who fought with exceptional courage on French soil
in the Somme. They were given a simple yet terrible order by their commanders: to
capture and hold Delville Wood at all costs.

A total of 3,032 soldiers took part in this battle of extraordinary violence, and 2,500
of them lost their lives.

Delville Wood has become a powerful symbol of sacrifice, loyalty and duty. A
National Memorial, inaugurated in 1926, stands in tribute to all the South African
soldiers who gave their lives during the First World War.

Today, however, it is in a spirit of peace, friendship and fellowship that we come
together.

At the request of Hendrick Pelser, one of our OPEX members, our association is
honoured to welcome you today.

At each commemorative ceremony, Hendrick proudly joins our standard-bearers,
carrying the South African colors with pride and honour.

We are delighted to share these moments of friendship and togetherness with you,
for they give true meaning to our duty to remember.

We sincerely hope that you will take home many happy memories of your stay, and
that this visit will strengthen the bonds of friendship between our associations.

Once again, welcome to Saint-Denis d'Orques.
We wish you a wonderful stay in France and many enjoyable moments with us.

Thank you.



Speech by Mayor Damien LEVRARD

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are gathered here today at the initiative of Mr PELSER, with the support of the
UNC AFN Association of Saint-Denis-d'Orques, to welcome a delegation from the
South African Artillery Association, whose members have honoured us with their
visit.

Welcome to France, and welcome to Saint-Denis-d'Orques. We are delighted to
have you here, and we thank you for coming to meet us.

Dear friends,
By being here today, you have created a link between our small village of Saint-
Denis-d'Orques and South Africa, a country nearly 8,500/9,000 kilometres away.

What a trip!
As someone who is not much of a traveller myself, | can truly appreciate the effort

such a trip represents.

The commemorative purpose of your visit reminds us all of the sacrifices made by
previous generations. It is especially meaningful to remember the South African
soldiers who travelled so far from home to fight and, for many of them, to make the
ultimate sacrifice in a country that was not their own. | will leave it to the members
of the UNC AFN Association to tell you more about this history. However, on behalf
of the people of Saint-Denis-d'Orques, | would like to express our deepest respect
for your commitment. By preserving the memory of those who served before you,
you ensure that their sacrifice will never be forgotten. You are the custodians of that

precious legacy, and we honour you for it.

| would also like to say a few words to Mr PELSER.

It is thanks to your initiative that we are able to share this special moment of
remembrance, friendship and fellowship. Thank you for making this gathering
possible, and, more generally, thank you for everything you do for our community,
which has truly become your own. It is rare to attend a village event without seeing
you there, enjoying a coffee in the village shopkeepers, or proudly carrying your
flag during our commemorative ceremonies.

This reception is your achievement. It was your idea, and today we are all your
guests.

Thank you for your invitation, and congratulations on organising such a meaningful

ceremony.

Thank you all.



