
Certainly. Here is the English translation of the attached French newspaper article:

When the Duty of Remembrance Brings a Town and a Country

Closer Together

From left to right: Robert Couasnon, Damien Levrard, Hendrick Pelser, Bobby Marks,

Martin Mekeen, Trevor Taute, Michel Leliège and Jean-Luc Pavard.
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The multi-purpose hall in Saint-Denis-d’Orques hosted an emotional and fraternal

reception on Thursday, 16 July, on the occasion of a visit by a delegation from the

Gunners’ Association of South Africa. Organised on the initiative of Hendrick Pelser,

with the support of the UNC-AFN Soldats de France of Saint-Denis-d’Orques, the

meeting helped strengthen the bonds of friendship between France and South Africa

through a shared commitment to remembrance.

Both South African nationals, Hendrick Pelser and his wife have been living in Saint-

Denis-d’Orques for several years. They quickly became integrated into local life and, in

2024, joined the UNC-AFN Soldats de France of Saint-Denis-d’Orques, while

remaining members of the Gunners’ Association of South Africa. Hendrick Pelser

regularly takes part in the town's patriotic ceremonies, where he proudly represents his

country.

Mayor Damien Levrard welcomed the delegation, saying: "Welcome to this delegation

that has travelled nearly 9,000 kilometres."

The Terrible Battle of Delville Wood

Michel Leliège, President of the UNC-AFN Soldats de France of Saint-Denis-d’Orques,

recalled "the shared history that unites the two countries." He spoke of the courage of the

South African soldiers who fought during the Battle of Delville Wood in the First World

War, where more than 2,500 of the 3,032 combatants who took part were killed.

He emphasised that the day was being held "under the banner of peace, friendship and

shared remembrance."

Damien Levrard presented the town medal to Trevor Taute, National Vice-Chairman of

the Gunners’ Association of South Africa, as a token of recognition and friendship between

the two organisations.
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Presentation of a Certificate

The ceremony also featured the presentation of a Certificate of Recognition from the

Gunners’ Association of South Africa to the UNC-AFN Soldats de France. The

certificate acknowledges the French association's commitment to preserving military

heritage, upholding the duty of remembrance, and promoting solidarity among veterans.

The flag bearers of Saint-Denis-d’Orques were presented with mugs bearing the colours of

South Africa, donated by the South African delegation. In return, each member of the

delegation received a mug bearing the emblem of the town as a souvenir of their visit to

Saint-Denis-d’Orques.

At the conclusion of the ceremony, Michel Leliège declared: "I am very pleased with this

reception." This sentiment was shared by the members of the UNC-AFN and the mayor,

who were delighted to see this initiative strengthen the ties between two nations united by

history and by their respect for those who fought for freedom.

Saint-Denis-d’Orques – When the duty of remembrance brings a town and a country

closer together.


