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From 8 to 11 July, the group embarked on an intensive tour of the Somme battlefields and 
memorials. Their journey took them to places such as Pozieres, Beaumont -Hamel, Lochnagar 
Crater, the Ulster Memorial, Thiepval, Maricourt and Rancourt , while also visiting both 
French and German cemeteries. The group also travelled to Arras, where South African troops 
fought another major battle after Delville Wood.  

One of the particularly meaningful visits was to the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission facilities in 
Arras, including the headstone factory. Here, the pilgrims 
were able to see the continuing work involved in maintaining 
the graves and memorials of those who fell more than a 
century ago.  

Hummingbird hawk ш moth (hovering over a flower taken at 
Commonwealth War Graves Memorial Factory in Beaurains near Arras, France) 



The pilgrimage then turned towards Longueval and Delville Wood , the centrepiece of the 
journey. Time was spent at the Delville Wood Memorial, the cemetery, the battlefield itself and 
the museum. Standing on the ground where South African soldiers had fought in 1916 brought 
the history of the battle into a very personal and tangible perspective.  

Throughout the week, the Gunners were reminded not only of the courage and sacrifice of those 
who served, but also of the terrible human cost of the First World War. The battlefield 
landscape, cemeteries and memorials provided a powerful connection between the South 
Africa of 1916 and the South Africa of today. 

Then, on Sunday, 12 July 2026, the purpose of the pilgrimage reached its culmination. Dressed 
in veterans' dress, wearing their medals and headgear, the South African Gunners travelled to 
Delville Wood  to participate in the 110th Anniversary Remembrance Ceremony . They would 
stand alongside others in remembering the South Africans and Allied soldiers who fought and 
fell there a century earlier.  

For those who made the journey, this was truly a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to see, 
experience and feel a piece of South African history .  

Lest We Forget. 
Ubique 

  



Below are some pictures to share the experience.  

The fun side:  

  

   

   

Museums and sites  

Our visit to the Somme 1916 Museum in Albert was one of the first opportunities for the group 
to step away from the battlefield landscape and into the story of the men who fought here. 
Located beneath the town, the museum provides a sobering introduction to the Battle of the 
Somme and the conditions in which the soldiers lived and fought. 

For the Gunners, the exhibits brought the history to life in a very different way. Uniforms, 
equipment, weapons and personal artefacts provided a tangible connection with the men who 
carried them. After seeing the photographs and reading about the battles, it was quite 
something to stand among the actual objects used by soldiers more than a century ago. 

What perhaps made the greatest impression was the realisation that these were not simply 
historical objects. Every item had belonged to someone т a young man who had been a son, 
husband, brother or father. The museum helped set the scene for the days that followed, as the 
group travelled deeper into the Somme battlefield and towards Delville Wood. 



  

The image shows the entrance to the Somme 1916 Museum (Musée Somme 1916), located in 
Albert, France . This historical museum sits at the heart of the World War I battlefields 

  

 

 

Thiepval т Remembering the Missing  

The visit to Thiepval was a particularly solemn experience. The massive memorial dominates 
the surrounding countryside, and beneath its great arches are thousands upon thousands of 
names of men who have no known grave. 

For the Gunners, seeing those names engraved into the stone was a powerful reminder of the 
scale of the Battle of the Somme. Each name represents an individual life, yet together they 
convey the enormous human cost of the campaign. 

https://www.musee-somme-1916.eu/en/


Standing beneath the memorial and looking out across the peaceful countryside, it was difficult 
to reconcile the quiet landscape of today with what took place here in 1916. The fields 
surrounding Thiepval had once been a landscape of trenches, artillery fire, machine guns and 
desperate fighting. Today, they are green and peaceful. 

For the group, the experience reinforced one of the central purposes of the pilgrimage: to 
remember the individual men behind the numbers and statistics of the First World War.  

  

Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme , a major World War I monument located near 
the village of Thiepval in Picardy, France 

The second photo shows the view looking south from the majestic arches of the Thiepval 
Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, located in Picardy, France. 

 

 

 

Names engraved on the stone walls of the 
Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the 
Somme in France. 

 

The photo shows an inscription on the 
Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the 
Somme, located near the village of Thiepval 
in Picardy, France. Designed by the 
renowned British architect Sir Edwin 
Lutyens , it is the largest Commonwealth war 
memorial to the missing in the world. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thiepval_Memorial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thiepval_Memorial
https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/80800/thiepval-memorial/
https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/80800/thiepval-memorial/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thiepval_Memorial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thiepval_Memorial


 

 

French National Cemetery  
(Nécropole nationale), 
which serves as a military 
burial ground primarily 
dedicated to soldiers who 
fought and died for France 
during the First and Second 
World Wars.  

 

 

Pozières British Cemetery and Pozières Memorial, located near the commune of Ovillers-la-
Boisselle in the Somme department of France 

 

 

 

This statue is one of the ten life-size World War I 
commemorative bronze figures known as the 
"Witnesses of the Past"  (Les Témoins du Passé). It 
is located in the town of Albert, France , in the 
Somme region. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=&sca_esv=35c26612a7d06f4b&sxsrf=APpeQntl-UIHIOvn-4T-3J1_pO9_KJ-UpQ%3A1786201318708&source=hp&ei=5kR3aoffKP-chbIP7_Wt8QU&iflsig=ABILxe8AAAAAandS9tMHHkhRZ4VA9-TqoJeUxGqq1daw&udm=50&ved=0ahUKEwiH6uK4ppGWAxV_TkEAHe96K14Q4dUDCCk&uact=5&oq=&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IgAyERAAGIUGGMoFGJ4GGPAFGOoCMhEQABiFBhjKBRieBhjwBRjqAjIREAAYhQYYygUYngYY8AUY6gIyERAAGIUGGMoFGJ4GGPAFGOoCMhEQABiFBhjKBRieBhjwBRjqAjIREAAYhQYYygUYngYY8AUY6gIyERAAGIUGGMoFGJ4GGPAFGOoCMhEQABiFBhjKBRieBhjwBRjqAjIREAAYhQYYygUYngYY8AUY6gJIoAhQAFgAcAB4AJABAZgBlQWgAZsKqgEDNS0yuAEDyAEA-AECmAIBoAKTBagCCZgDkwWSBwM1LTGgB7gJsgcDNS0xuAeTBcIHAzMtMcgHCoAIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz&gsessionid=2ZpeJT8Qhdh-XZskkrptFRvUgK_1R0E_Zeb5faGyqEkEpFspLBYW7Q&lns_mode=cvst&lsessionid=&aep=107&vsrid=CKqQxbGrnrC_pwEQAhgBIhCYZ0cEQAgJsNV58qXJNJWUMoABIgJkaCgAQnIKLmxmZS1kdW1teTpiMmNjZDdhOC1mZGMzLTRlZTctYWE4Zi03ZmEyMWVkNGYzOGISQAo-L2Jucy9kaC9ib3JnL2RoL2Jucy9sZW5zLWZyb250ZW5kLWFwaS9wcm9kLmxlbnMtZnJvbnRlbmQtYXBpLzFaBAoCZGg4oMrWuaaRlgNQAGoJaW1hZ2UvcG5n&vit=img&cs=0&atvm=2&mstk=AUtExfAln8Ob92yazmfEcterZs2YAAH1or-JxQuXC61hHxRFu7vnJQnVjekS5Nicy5XhkivrfVVXUxtXv9c0amR7WP1Vd2nAhuHoq5cMHJDLYdUaqAmeQl1Hib52VA_i7eBoZyWq9r5UwX29L97LnI9z2j91A4rdVOrnKs80sYgFfW9QsrL2bOJKR3k4o3QPqWXrYhrdwBNoZALDtG_xj6iHwKQR1JuMI3lBns7mKSw15vV2nK9Gta3nnseRLI3VSRaUarvtdaMurMqdaeT4H9ipqQ5VvPzH-lZ-Tko&csuir=1&mtid=7kR3as77G4qnhbIP87au-QQ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pozi%C3%A8res_Memorial


  

Mass Grave installation at a German War Cemetery  (Kameradengrab), such as the Fricourt 
German War Cemetery in France.  Fricourt German War Cemetery  (Deutscher 
Soldatenfriedhof Fricourt) located in the Somme region of northern France. 

  

Place des Héros in Arras, France 

https://www.google.com/search?smstk=Chh3ZmljS1hnS0pCa0ZCOHVwZ2Q0d0ZLMD0QBBgA&smstidx=0&q=%2B&udm=50&csuir=1&aep=34&kgs=23c532602cd920d5&shem=epsd1%2Crimspwouoe&shndl=37&shmd=H4sIAAAAAAAA_3XNuwoCMRCF4U0n2wiWlpaCGbexEN8lzCZhMrC5kESy5T6Wnb1PpYJWYnvgO39_F323vbhaUzkDtNYklYqVtdTRQ7GYtTukHH0EZK-Kw2xVdVc_BuRJpkC7zVdTjDRZiQz7bl7Wi7itHkL9-2aPZAuMGYPhQB9NijIatqHCMP9s6uWDwWzUcDqa9M4_AaZu4Q7CAAAA&shmds=v1_ARwrE21V_kDAjpI2CtKeAAEaDWeNBbwRCFM8onwzU-MjzHmqnA&source=sh%2Fx%2Faio%2Fm1%2F4&atvm=2&mtid=OkN3ao-GG5mDhbIP0NXW-AI


 

In the square at Arras.  

 

This monument is the Cross of Sacrifice  located at the Arras 
Memorial and Faubourg d'Amiens Cemetery in Arras, France. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entrance to Thistle Dump 
Cemetery , a First World War 
Commonwealth burial 
ground located near High 
Wood in the village of 
Longueval, France. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arras_Memorial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arras_Memorial
https://www.ww1cemeteries.com/thistle-dump-cemetery.html
https://www.ww1cemeteries.com/thistle-dump-cemetery.html


   

The towering twin pylons of the Canadian National Vimy Memorial  located in Pas-de-Calais, 
France.  

 

 

 

The bronze caribou statue at the Beaumont -
Hamel  Newfoundland Memorial in France 
commemorates the members of the Royal 
Newfoundland Regiment who lost their lives 
during the First World War, notably on July 1, 
1916, during the Battle of the Somme. 

https://share.google/wWXzvcLPv7OMI6CQY


   

The Ulster Memorial Tower  in Thiepval, France.  

  

Trenches at the Tiepval Wood close to The Ulster Memorial.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulster_Tower


 

    

New Zealand War 
Animals Memorial and 
another memorial for 
working animals that 
died during the First 
World War.  

 

 

 

 

The Pozières War Animal 
Memorial (established by 
AWAMO) in France honors the 
hundreds of thousands of 
horses, dogs, pigeons, and 
other animals that served and 
died during World War I. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tank Corps Memorial  located in Pozières, Somme, 
France, which commemorates the spot where tanks were 
first used in combat during the Battle of the Somme on 
September 15, 1916. 

 

 

 

 

https://awamo.org.au/memorial/pozieres-war-animal-memorial/
https://awamo.org.au/memorial/pozieres-war-animal-memorial/
https://www.ww1cemeteries.com/fra-tank-memorial-pozieres.html


 

Commemorative brick pathway featuring the iconic 
"Rising Sun" badge emblem and the inscription 
"Australian Military Forces" , surrounded by 
personalized pavers engraved with the names, units, and 
service details of Australian service members 

 

Walking in the Trenches  

One of the more evocative experiences was visiting the preserved trench system at Le Tommy. 
Here the Gunners were able to get a much better appreciation of the confined and difficult 
environment in which soldiers spent days, weeks and sometimes months. 

Walking through the narrow trenches gives a very different perspective from simply looking at a 
battlefield from the roadside. The restricted space, uneven ground and close proximity of the 
opposing trench positions help explain just how physically demanding life on the Western Front 
must have been. 

For military men accustomed to field operations, the visit also offered an opportunity to reflect 
on how warfare has changed т and how some things have remained the same. The importance 
of field fortifications, logistics, observation, communications and, of course, artillery support 
remains familiar to soldiers today. 

  

  

British / South African and German Trenches at Le Tommy (Somme) 



  

The Butte de Warlencourt Memorial  located on the ancient burial mound in the Somme region 
of France, which marks a fiercely contested site and the limit of the British advance during the 
1916 Battle of the Somme in World War I. 

 

From left to right: John and Tracy Davenport, Kyle Nesbitt, Kevin Richards, Ivor Rimmer, Michael 
Milne, Tracy Royal, Ricardo Texeira, Andries Fokkens, Alon Bergman, Trevor Taute, Ilan 
Bergman, Bobby Marks, Martin McKeen, David and Patricia Gush 

  

(The Hauntings), a 6-meter-tall (20-foot) silhouette of a war-weary World War I soldier. 

https://www.wereldoorlog1-locaties.nl/somme-offensief/warlencourt
https://thebignote.com/2016/01/02/travels-on-the-somme-the-butte-de-warlencourt/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/towering-scrap-metal-soldier-star-29508561


  

Mametz Wood Memorial , a prominent World War I monument located in the Somme 
department of France  

  

This photo features the Monument aux Morts de Longueval  
(Longueval War Memorial), a communal war memorial located in 
the village of Longueval within the Somme department of 
northern France. 

 

 

 

 

The photo on the right shows the entrance gate and 
stone architectural facade of the Pozières Memorial and 
British Cemetery located in Ovillers-la-Boisselle, 
Somme, France. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mametz_Wood_Memorial
https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/2000092/pozieres-british-cemetery-ovillers-la-boisselle/
https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/2000092/pozieres-british-cemetery-ovillers-la-boisselle/


Arques la Batailla Commemoration and Luncheon by Delville Wood Trust Pilgrimage on 10 
July 2026. Luncheon held at Chateau Miromesnil.  

 

 

Left to Right: Andries Fokkens, Maj. 
Gen. (Ret) R.C. Andersen, Dr. Maj. 
T. Milne, Brig. Gen. (Ret) K. Richards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gen. R Maphwanya Chief of SANDF, Andries Fokkens, Lt. Gen. C Moatshe Chief of the SA Air 
Force 



  

 

  



Delville Wood  

 

 

 

The "Last Tree" at Delville Wood in Longueval, France, is a single 
surviving hornbeam tree that lived through the intense 
bombardment of the July 1916 World War I battle.  

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.cwgc.org/our-work/blog/international-monument-spotlight-delville-wood/


  

Path Markers in Delville Wood 

The Delville Wood Museum т Bringing the Battle Home  

The visit to the Delville Wood Museum  was perhaps the most important museum experience 
of the entire pilgrimage. 

By this stage of the journey, the Gunners had already travelled across much of the Somme and 
visited numerous cemeteries, memorials and battlefield sites. They had seen the names, the 
graves and the landscapes. At Delville Wood, the museum brought many of those experiences 
together. 

Inside the museum, the history of the battle became intensely personal. The exhibits provide a 
window into the world of the soldiers who entered Delville Wood in July 1916 т the equipment 
they carried, the conditions they endured and the terrible fighting that took place in the wood. 

For the South African Gunners, this was particularly poignant. Delville Wood is not simply 
another First World War battlefield; it occupies a special place in South African military 
history.  Standing in the museum after having walked through the actual wood made it easier to 
understand why the battle remains so deeply remembered in South Africa. 

The contrast between the museum exhibits and the peaceful surroundings outside was striking. 
It was a reminder that the landscape we see today conceals an extraordinary story of courage, 
suffering and sacrifice. 

The museum visit therefore became more than a history lesson. It was another step in the 
pilgrimage towards the following day's memorial parade т where the Gunners would stand in 
the very place where South African soldiers had fought 110 years earlier. 

 



 

   

 

  



Practicing for the Memorial  at Delville Wood  

 

   

 



 

Presidential Guard during practice 

   

Gen. (Ret) James Willis 



 

 



 

Banner bearers at the Delville Wood Memorial 

 

Banner bearers and SANDF members at the Delville Wood parade 



 

Gunners Taute, Andersen, Rimmer, McKeen and Marks attending the Delville Wood Memorial 
Service.  

A Journey of Remembrance т Lest We Forget 

As the pilgrimage drew to a close, the significance of 
the journey became even more profound. Over the 
course of the week, the Gunners had walked through 
cemeteries, museums, trenches and battlefields, 
following in the footsteps of the young men who fought 
on the Somme 110 years ago. 

For those who made the journey, Delville Wood was no 
longer simply a name in a history book. It had become a 
place they had walked through, stood upon and 
experienced . The names engraved on memorials and 
headstones had become personal, reminding us that 
behind every name was a son, a husband, a father, a 
brother and a friend. 

The pilgrimage also reminded us that remembrance is not only about looking back. It is about 
ensuring that the sacrifices of those who came before us are never forgotten and that future 
generations understand the price that was paid for the freedoms we enjoy today. 

As the South African Gunners stood together at Delville Wood on 12 July 2026, 110 years after 
the battle, they did so with pride, humility and respect т representing not only themselves, but 
the generations of South African soldiers who served before them. 

 


